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PART 3 

THE WAR I� THE AIR 

BATTLE OF BRITAI� 

In his speech to the House of Commons regarding the Battle of Britain, Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill ended with this comment: - 

"�ever in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few." 

 

Westminster Abbey                     Battle of Britain Tapestry  

In Westminster Abbey is a beautiful stained glass window which is dedicated to the pilots of 

Fighter Command, who paid the supreme sacrifice during the dark days of 1940 in World 

War II. That window is situated in the Royal Air Force Chapel, which is part of the Henry 

VII Chapel, and was the inspiration for the Battle of Britain Tapestry.  

 

WILLIAMS, CEDRIC WATCY�: Squadron Leader  Royal Air Force 17 Squadron. Date 

of Death: 25/08/1940: Service No: 26219 
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 Cedric was born the 1st February 1910 at Ystalyfera in Glamorgan South Wales.  His 

mother moved to Old Heath at Rowhedge, where for many years she played the organ in 

Saint Lawrence's.  He joined the RAF in 1925, as an aircraft apprentice. Four years later for 

"outstanding ability & achievement" he was selected for a cadetship and Cedric entered the 

RAF at Cranwell College in September 1929. He graduated in July 1931 and joined 32 

Squadron at Kenley. He was posted to 84 Squadron, 28th February 1933, serving at Shaibah, 

Iraq. He returned to the UK in February 1935 and was posted to 3rd Armament Training at 

Sutton Bridge.  30th March 1936 he joined the Staff at RAF Cranwell & 14th July 1938 was 

posted to the Directorate of Intelligence at the Air Ministry. 

  In June 1939, 17 Squadron RAF received Hurricanes and flew defensive patrols until 

the German attack on France in May 1940. Fighter sweeps were then flown over Holland 

Belgium and French airfields and they were used to cover the retreat of allied troops. In June, 

the squadron moved to Brittany, as the remnants of the BEF and RAF units in France were 

evacuated, retiring to the Channel Islands two days before returning to the UK. On the 18th 

April 1940, Cedric returned to Active Service and took over command of 17 Squadron at 

Debden. No 17 flew over southern England throughout the Battle of Britain, being moved to 

northern Scotland in April 1941. Cedric destroyed a Dornier. Do on the 17th August 1940 

and a Junkers 88 on the 21st August.  On the 25th August, while on Patrol, Cedric was killed 

in a "head on attack" when the port wing of his Hurricane fighter, serial number R4199 was 

shot away by  a Messerschmitt BF110 off Portland.  

 

Cedric with his wife Nell and son, Tudor 
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Cedric is 5th from left in this picture taken at Debden 

 

The 1939-45 Star has the clasp "BATTLE OF BRITAIN".    1939-45 War Medal    1939-45 

Defence Medal  

  

His mother, also had constant worries for her other son, Gwilym serving in the 

Merchant Navy throughout the War.  Before the War, he had experienced a near miss when 

his ship had been bombed during the Spanish Civil War. During World War 2, he spent long 

periods at sea. During convoy HX 229, 13 ships were sunk including Gwilym's, Nariva. 

Fortunately, they were rescued by HMS Anemone. On another occasion, his ship, the Empire 

Confidence, suffered a near miss from German bombers during the Sicily Landings. He was 

also serving on the Empire Confidence in Bombay harbour, when the Fort Strikine carrying 
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explosives blew up. She set fire to adjacent ships destroying 11 of them.  The Empire 

Confidence, which was showered with red hot debris also was damaged. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 4. Cemetery:RUNNYMEDE 

MEMORIAL  

The Air Forces Memorial at Runnymede commemorates by name over 20,000 airmen 

who were lost in the Second World War during operations from bases in the United Kingdom 

and North and Western Europe, and who have no known graves. They served in Bomber, 

Fighter, Coastal, Transport, Flying Training and Maintenance Commands, and came from all 

parts of the Commonwealth. Some were from countries in continental Europe which had been 

overrun but whose airmen continued to fight in the ranks of the Royal Air Force. The 

memorial was designed by Sir Edward Maufe with sculpture by Vernon Hill. The engraved 

glass and painted ceilings were designed by John Hutton and the poem engraved on the 

gallery window was written by Paul H Scott. No. of Identified Casualties: 20353 

 OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque Cedric Williams RAF 

 

An organ was dedicated to Cedric's memory at his old school at Ystalyfera in Glamorgan 
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BOMBER COMMA�D 

 

DARBISHIRE, Peter O' �eill. Sergeant Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: 77 Squadron. 

Date of Death: 16/12/1940. Service No: 751654  

He was the son of George Darbishire and of Edith Helen Darbishire, of Nayland, 

Suffolk.  He would have been flying in a Whitley bomber with 77 Squadron. The Whitley 

bomber was generally manned by a crew of five, consisting of two pilots, one of whom often 

did the navigation; an observer who acted as bomb aimer and sometimes as navigator or 

gunner, and two 'wireless operator air gunners' (WAG) who could carry out either duties. The 

squadron was based at Driffield (July 1938 - August 1940), Linton-on-Ouse (August 1940 - 

October 1940), Topcliffe (October 1940 - September 1941). 

 

During the whole period the Squadron was operating Whitley aircraft with Bomber 

Command, September 1939 to May 1942, about 1687 operational sorties were flown on 239 

raids, mostly over France and Germany, and 69 aircraft were lost, of which 65 were on 

operations, a loss rate of 4%. It is believed that the Squadron carried out more raids and 

suffered more losses than any other Whitley squadron. The theoretical probability of an 

aircrew member completing the standard tour of 30 operations was only around 30%. With 

regard to the period Peter was flying :-   Between the outbreak of war in 1939 and the end of 

December 1940 the squadron lost 27 aircraft on operations, of which 2 crashed on return and 

2 ditched. The casualties were: 92 aircrew killed or missing believed dead and 21 taken 

prisoners of war. Near the end of this period Berlin was attacked on several occasions and 

Turin twice, the latter target was at the extreme range for Whitley aircraft. Five aircraft were 

lost in the raids on Berlin. Not only were they at risk on operations but at home as well. 

Whilst at Driffield on 14 August 1940 the airfield was attacked by Junkers 88 aircraft of the 

Luftwaffe and 12 Whitley bombers of 77 and 102 Squadrons were destroyed. Thirteen airmen 

and soldiers were killed. 
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1939-1945 Star: Aircrew Europe Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal. 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 13. Memorial: RUNNYMEDE 

MEMORIAL. His name also appears on the war Memorial at St. Stephen's, Great Wigborough. 

   

WHITFIELD, Clarence Emerson. Sergeant pilot 923812: 76 Squadron, Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve 

Clarence died on a bombing raid over Germany on Wednesday, 13th August 

1941: Aged 21. He  was the son of Charles and Annie Whitfield of Langenhoe.   

The family originally came down from County Durham, where the father had been a 

miner. He came to do the tunnelling work associated with the construction of Abberton 

reservoir.  

  Clarence took a job with the Post Office pre-war. His brother Ron joined the Militia 

in 1939 and transferred to the Royal Signals on the outbreak of war. Ron served in Europe 

after D-day and ended the war in Holland. Clarence joined the RAFVR and was posted to 77 

Squadron initially. 

 



Whitley bomber of 177 Squadron "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod"

Clarence flew, as a crew member of a Whitley V bomber, in a number of sorties 

through May and early June 1941. They were all night raids

2nd May    Hamburg: 6th May    Hamburg

May    Chemical factory at Ludswighaven

Dieppe: 10th June    Brest Harbour with attacks on the two sister ships, the battlecruisers 

Scharnhorst and Gneisnau. 

A daylight raid in December 1941 on Brest "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod"
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Whitley bomber of 177 Squadron "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod"

Clarence flew, as a crew member of a Whitley V bomber, in a number of sorties 

through May and early June 1941. They were all night raids 

6th May    Hamburg:8th May    Shipbuilding yards at Bremen

May    Chemical factory at Ludswighaven:11th May    Barrack Square at Bremen

10th June    Brest Harbour with attacks on the two sister ships, the battlecruisers 

ght raid in December 1941 on Brest "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod"

  

Whitley bomber of 177 Squadron "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod" 

Clarence flew, as a crew member of a Whitley V bomber, in a number of sorties 

Shipbuilding yards at Bremen: 9th 

11th May    Barrack Square at Bremen: 15th May    

10th June    Brest Harbour with attacks on the two sister ships, the battlecruisers 

  

ght raid in December 1941 on Brest "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod" 
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"(c) Crown Copyright/Mod" 

After this raid Clarence was made "Skipper" and in command of his own Whitley V 

bomber. The night raids continued:-. 

13th June    Dortmund: 15th June    Dusseldorf Main Railway Station: 17th June    

Cologne Post Office: 19th June    Dusseldorf: 24th June    Cologne Telephone Exchange: 3rd 

July        Essen Marshalling Yard: 7th July        Osnabruck - west end of Marshalling Yard: 

9th July        Aachen Main Post Office: 14th July       Bremen Old Town: 

On the 1st August 1941, Clarence was transferred to 76 Squadron at Middleton Saint 

George. He continued to fly night raids, as skipper. However, he now flew Halifax I bombers. 

76 Squadron had been re-formed from "C" Flight of 35 Squadron at Linton-on-Ouse, near 

York in April 1941. They were the first main-force Squadron in 4 Group Bomber Command 

to be equipped with the Halifax 1 four engine bomber. 

After a couple of months "working up" to Operational standards, they began operating 

from Middleton Saint George, County Durham in June 1941. 

 



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 9 of 57 

 

  

"(c) Crown Copyright/Mod"  

At this time, aircraft and trained crews were at a premium and on the Berlin raid of 

the 12/13th August, on which Sergeant Whitfield's crew was lost, the Squadron managed to 

despatch 7 aircraft. This was only the second time that that number had been reached. Later 

in the war, 76 Squadron would become a 3 Flight Squadron able to put up 20 to 25 aircraft on 

the mass raids of 1943 to 1945. The target had been Friedrichstrasse Station in Berlin for this 

raid, where Clarence failed to return.  

The total force raiding Berlin that night was 70. It was not a successful raid for a 

variety of reasons. 76 Squadron's record that night read :- 

number despatched                7 

number attacked                    2 

alternative target                   1 

Duty Not Carried Out           1 

Failed to Return                     2* 

In effect the number, who "Failed to Return" was 3, as Sergeant McHale's aircraft 

crashed in Middleton's circuit on return, while attempting a landing. All 7 members of the 

crew were killed. 

Besides Clarence's and Sergeant McHale's loss, the other who "Failed to Return" was 

L- Love piloted by Flight Lieutenant Christopher Cheshire. He was the brother of Group 

Captain Leonard Cheshire VC. Of Christopher Cheshire's crew; 2 died and 5 became POWs. 

Christopher survived and went on to outlive his more famous brother. He became a tobacco 

farmer in Spain. 

Clarence was pilot of Halifax, L9531 that night. His fate is described in 76 Squadron's 

Operational History, "To See the Dawn Breaking" by W.R. Chorley (1981):- 

".... Whitfield, it turned out, suffered the cruellest stroke of misfortune. Proceeding 

SSE of Bremerhaven his aircraft came under sustained attack from a night-fighter flown by 
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Lieutenant Autenrieth of 6/$JG 1. Set on fire, Sergeant Whitfield ordered his crew to bale 

out. Evidence clearly shows that all were successful in obeying his instruction. Tragically 

five, including Sergeant Whitfield, fell into a marsh near Wittstadt and all were drowned. The 

two survivors, Sergeant Kenworthy, who in the July had been wounded on operations to 

Mersberg and Flight Sergeant Bone were soon picked up by the authorities . Sergeant Bone 

never saw England again. Less than a month before the end of the war in Europe ended, he 

died, possibly as the result of an erroneous strafing attack by Allied fighters on a column of 

prisoners being forced marched by the retreating German forces". A truly harrowing story. 

This raid was only Clarence's second after joining 76 squadron. Previously, on the 

night of the 7th July, he had been part of a force that had attacked Krupp's Works at Essen. 

 

Clarence was awarded the 1939-45 Star , the 1939-45 War Medal and the Aircrew 

Europe Star. 

There are a number of memorials to him: - 

The Old General Post Office in Colchester , where he was employed pre-war, had 

one. This has been removed and re-dedicated at the Royal Mail Depot at Eastgate , 

Colchester.  

 

 He is also listed on the Memorial in York Minster. This takes the form of the 

Astronomical Clock with a book listing all the fallen airmen belonging to the squadrons 

operating out of Yorkshire, Northumberland and Durham.   



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 11 of 57 

 

  

Sergeant Whitfield and his crewmates are honoured together with a further 780 

aircrew of 76 Squadron, by a fine granite and marble Memorial at the entrance to the last base 

of the Squadron, RAF Station Holme-on-Spalding Moor in East Yorkshire. The Memorial to 

the right of 76 Squadron's is to 458 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force, who were based at 

Holme - on - Spalding Moor before 76 squadron in 1942. The 458 squadron Memorial 

depicts a Eucalyptus tree. Both are now cared for together by 76 Squadron Association.  

 In All Saint's Church, in the village of Holme-on-Spalding Moor (The Church on the 

Hill), the Squadron Association has placed a stained glass window in memory of their 

comrades "who didn't make it back"  and the names of every one of them is inscribed in a 

Book of Remembrance in the same Church. The Church on the Hill has specific significance 

to 76 Squadron. The area around that part of Yorkshire is fairly flat with this hill sitting up 

proud above the plains around.  A red beacon was placed on the tower of the church on the 

hill to guide 76 squadron home to their base after a raid.  

   

 76 Squadron RAF -Memorial Window All Saints, Holme-on Spalding Moor.  
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The Squadron badge is shown prominently in the right-hand light of the window and 

below it are shown three anchors. These are a reminder of the losses suffered during action 

against the German capital ships:- Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Tirpitz.  

All Saints Church itself is depicted in the left-hand light, with the red beacon shining 

from the tower against a lightening night sky, in which are shown a handful of stars.  

The main central area of the design is composed of two large interlinked circles. The 

upper edge of the top circle represents the sun rising, ("dawn breaking"), and the lower edge 

of the lower circle is marked  as for a compass rose. the central area represents the landscape 

of Yorkshire, in which the Church sits, for the airfield of Holme-on-Spalding Moor, and for 

which (as part of our country) our armed forces fought and in some cases lost their lives.  

At the top of the right-hand light are shown two Halifax bombers returning from 

Operations, guided in over the early morning fields towards the airfield by the red beacon.  

The Hercules radial engine is shown at the base of the right-hand light and balancing 

on the left, the up-turned faces of two ground- crew, awaiting the returning aircraft. The 

words " TO SEE THE DAWN BREAKING - SAFELY HOLME" (this is the title of the 

Squadron's History) are shown between the Church and their faces.   

The yellow lines in the lower half of each light depict the runways of the airfield.  

An extract from a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins (b1874 - d1957) is written on the 

lower part of the right-hand light and the words "In memory of 76 Squadron R. A. F." are at 

the base of the left-hand light.  

The text of the poem is an extract from "God Knows" and is as follows: -  

"And I said to the man, who stood at the gate of the year :  

' Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown'.  

And he replied :  

'Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way'."  

This window was dedicated on September 4th 1994. The design is by Ann Sotheran 

of York.  
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There was a very close relationship between members of the same crew. Therefore let 

us remember in our prayers those others, who flew with Clarence and subsequently died on 

Active Service. Fittingly, five of them lie in graves side by side:-  

John James Berry, Sergeant 1166613. He was a pilot aged 21 and the son of 

Reginald and Ada Berry of Swindon. He lies in grave 21. A. 4. at Becklingen War Cemetery  

Victor Digby Durham, Pilot Officer 64280, who was the observer and aged 22. He 

was the son of Charles and Beatrice Durham of Wealdstone, Harrow. He lies in grave 21. 

A.3.  

Alfred Critchlow, Sergeant 978005, who was the wireless operator/air gunner. He 

lies in grave 21.A.2  

�orman Frederick Brotherton, Sergeant 956849, who was wireless operator/ air 

gunner aged 21. He was the son of Lillian Brotherton of Wolverhampton.  

 and William Andrew Bone, Warrant Officer 581434 was the son of William & 

Mary Bone, of Hunts Cross, Liverpool. He is buried in the Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, 

Brandenburg, Germany. He was aged 24 when he died.  

Clarence is buried in Becklingen War Cemetery in Germany. Grave 21 A.5. The 

Cemetery is 13 kilometres South East of Soltau on the West side of the road from Hamburg 

to Hannover. 

REFERE$CES  Information obtained from  the Air Historical Branch (RAF), MOD, 

76 "Squadron Association" and from his sister, Mrs. May The image of the Astronomical 

Clock is used with the kind permission of the Dean & Chapter of York Minster. The 

photographs of Brest & the aircraft are "(c) Crown Copyright/Mod" and used with their kind 

permission. 
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MARKS DSO DFC, James Hardy: Squadron Leader  DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar:  Royal Air 

Force - No.35 Squadron: Service Number 39670: Killed in action, 19 September 1942 Aged 

24 

Jim Marks, born 1918 at Tolleshunt D'arcy . However, the name "Marks "does not 

appear in the District in the 1911 Census. Also James moved from the area as a toddler.  His 

home was at 8, Knight Street, Sawbridgeworth from 1920. He attended the Newport Free 

Grammar School from 1931-36. A tall, fair-haired, well built young man, he was an excellent 

sportsman, playing a prominent part in the school cricket and soccer elevens. 

On leaving school, he obtained his civilian flying ticket and joined the Royal Air 

Force, being commissioned as a pilot officer on 9 May 1937. From the outbreak of war in 

September 1939, he was actively involved as a bomber pilot, initially being chosen to 

undertake 10-hour flights over hostile territory to drop leaflets over Poland. For this, he was 

mentioned in despatches in January 1940. During the Battle of France in May 1940, he was 

awarded the D.F.C. In his recommendation, his Commanding Officer said that on 20 May, 

Jim Marks was detailed to attack an important bridge and, although flying through heavy 

fire, he carried out three runs over the target to ensure the success of the mission. On 

subsequent nights he attacked certain cross-roads, but as the weather and visibility was poor 

on both occasions and there was difficulty in accurately pinpointing the target, he flew 

around the area for about one and a half hours until better weather enabled more accurate 

bombing to take place.  

Bomber crews had many remarkable experiences. Quoting from official documents 

about a raid on Emden in April 1941, when Jim Marks was Captain of the crew of a Whitley 

bomber, "He was just about to bomb when he was attacked from the rear by a night fighter; 

the first burst hit the starboard engine, which stopped, thereby immobilising the rear turret. A 

second attack from below would have had far more serious consequences but for the 

protection offered by the 500lb bombs. On its final attack from head on, the night fighter 

approached so close that it is presumed it must have struck the rudder of the Whitley with its 
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wing. Half of the rudder was severed completely, and when last seen, the fighter was banking 

over steeply in a dive as though one wing was damaged. At this time, in spite of jettisoning 

bombs, the aircraft had lost height to 700 feet, and the Captain decided to make for Norfolk, 

and at this height, limped across some 50 miles of hostile and occupied territory. The Air 

Observer pulled up the floorboards and discovered one 500lb bomb, which had not dropped 

out. This he released by hand, after which the aircraft climbed gradually to 1,000 feet and a 

successful landing was made at Bircham Newton." 

 

In April 1942, Jim Marks twice led his squadron on a bombing raid on the battleship 

"Tirpitz". His Commanding Officer reported "the enemy had concentrated heavy defences 

over the target area and this was well known to Acting Wing Commander. Marks, but despite 

this fact he came down to 200 feet and flew through the fiercest of defences to press home his 

attack, releasing his bombs on or very close to the ship. In addition to his own magnificent 

example of courage, his superb leadership, sense of duty, enthusiasm, cheerfulness and 

determination which he exhibited at all times were largely responsible for the gallant way in 

which the other crews of his squadron went in to the attack". 

"One night in April 1942, this officer led an attack on the German naval base at Trondheim. 

Although well aware of the heavy defences concentrated in the target area, Wing Commander 

Marks dived down to 200 feet and, defying a fierce barrage, released his bombs over the 

objective. A month previously, he took part in an attack on the same objective. This officer is 

a born leader who, by his splendid example, superb courage and determination to achieve 

success, greatly inspired other crews of his squadron who took part in the attack." 

Public Record Office Air 2/9591 has recommendation drafted 21 May 1942 when he had 

flown 56 sorties (389 hours). The Officer Commanding, Station Linton-on-Ouse, suggested a 

Bar to the DFC, but on 28 May 1942 the Air Officer Commanding, No.4 Group suggested a 

Bar to the DSO. The original submission read as follows: 

"This officer led his squadron on a bombing raid on the German battleship Tirpitz on the 

27th/28th April 1942 in addition to having taken part in a similar attack the previous month. 
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In 1942, Jim Marks was made C.O. of the "Madras Squadron" of Halifaxs and this 

Squadron was visited by King Gorge V and Queen Elizabeth and Mr Churchill to hear at first 

hand the magnificent work carried out by the Squadron. Later in the year, Air Vice Marshall 

Donald Bennett founded the Pathfinder force and chose Jim Marks to lead one of his 

squadrons and awarded him the Pathfinder badge. He took part in a number of 1000 bomber 

raids on Germany including several raids on Berlin. 

 

Jim Marks was on a Pathfinder mission when he was killed on 19 September 1942 

and in the words of one of the crew who survived "the aircraft was suddenly damaged. The 

plane went into a dive and Jim Marks gave orders to the crew to bale out. I was the last to 

leave the plane and when I passed the Captain on my way to bale out, he was having to fight 

terrifically to keep the aircraft in any sort of trim, and as there was plenty of height when I 

left, I felt that as soon as he left the controls the aircraft would have gone so haywire so as to 

make baling out for him impossible". Three of the crew survived and three were killed. The 

aircraft, Halifax W7657, crashed at Blesmé, France. 

After the war, Group Captain Cheshire V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C. wrote an article reminiscing 

about aircrew who were at RAF Topcliffe with him several years earlier, and he wrote of a 

night in 1942, "there sat Jimmy Marks, the greatest pilot in the room, if not in the whole of 

Bomber Command. His greatness lay in the phenomenal strength of his will-power and in his 

complete calm". 

Jim Marks was only 23 years of age when he was killed. He was the youngest Wing 

Commander in the RAF at that time and he was to have been promoted to Group Captain on 

his return from his last mission. 



During his career, for his many deeds of courage, leadership and devotion to duty, 

James Hardy Marks was twice mentioned in despatches and awarded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross and bar, the Distinguished Service Order and additionally a bar to th

     

DSO  & Bar, DFC & Bar, 1939

MEDAL 

Mentioned in Despatches in February 1940; awarded DFC in July 1940 (see Air 

Ministry Bulletin 1097). Distinguished Service Order 

23 September 1941.  

Public Record Office Air 2/8900 has citation drafted when he had flow

(318 operational hours). "Squadron Leader Marks is a splendid type of officer who has been 

an inspiration to all with whom he has come in contact. As a flight commander he has 

continued to show great courage and leadership, as well as resource

and unfailing devotion to duty."

1941 and read thus: "This officer has completed a further 27 operational sorties since being 

awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. He has conti

determination, resourcefulness and unf

powers of leadership, enthusiasm and ability to carry out his job under any conditions, have 

been an inspiration to all with whom he has 

recommend that this officer’s continued courage and skill be recognized with the award of 

the Distinguished Service Order

The Officer Commanding, Station Linton

too highly of this young officer, and I heartily endorse every word of his Squadron 

Commander says. A splendid type of officer in every way. He has richly deserved the award 

of the Distinguished Service Order."

MARKS, James Hardy, W/C, DSO, DFC (39670 Royal 

- Bar to Distinguished Service Order 

Text transcribed from Flight, 20 August 1942. See also Air Ministry Bulletin 7711. "

enemy had concentrated heavy defences over the tar

officer, but despite this fact he came down to about 200 feet and flew through the fiercest of 

defences to press home his attack, releasing his bombs on the ship or at any rate very close to 

the ship. "In addition to his own magnificent example of courage, his superb leadership, 

sense of duty, enthusiasm, cheerfulness and determination which he exhibited at all times 

were largely responsible for the gallant way in which the other crews of his squadron went in 
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During his career, for his many deeds of courage, leadership and devotion to duty, 

James Hardy Marks was twice mentioned in despatches and awarded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross and bar, the Distinguished Service Order and additionally a bar to th

DSO  & Bar, DFC & Bar, 1939-1945 STAR;  1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE 

Mentioned in Despatches in February 1940; awarded DFC in July 1940 (see Air 

Ministry Bulletin 1097). Distinguished Service Order - awarded as per London Gazette dated 

Public Record Office Air 2/8900 has citation drafted when he had flow

Squadron Leader Marks is a splendid type of officer who has been 

an inspiration to all with whom he has come in contact. As a flight commander he has 

continued to show great courage and leadership, as well as resource in adverse conditions, 

and unfailing devotion to duty." NOTE: The original recommendation was drafted 21 July 

This officer has completed a further 27 operational sorties since being 

awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. He has continued to show great courage, 

determination, resourcefulness and unfailing devotion to duty. "As a Flight Commander, his 

powers of leadership, enthusiasm and ability to carry out his job under any conditions, have 

been an inspiration to all with whom he has come in contact. I therefore very strongly 

recommend that this officer’s continued courage and skill be recognized with the award of 

the Distinguished Service Order." 

The Officer Commanding, Station Linton-on-Ouse, added on 23 July 1941: 

o highly of this young officer, and I heartily endorse every word of his Squadron 

Commander says. A splendid type of officer in every way. He has richly deserved the award 

of the Distinguished Service Order." 

MARKS, James Hardy, W/C, DSO, DFC (39670 Royal Air Force) -

Bar to Distinguished Service Order - awarded as per London Gazette dated 4 August 1942. 

Text transcribed from Flight, 20 August 1942. See also Air Ministry Bulletin 7711. "

enemy had concentrated heavy defences over the target area and this was well known to this 

officer, but despite this fact he came down to about 200 feet and flew through the fiercest of 

defences to press home his attack, releasing his bombs on the ship or at any rate very close to 

o his own magnificent example of courage, his superb leadership, 

sense of duty, enthusiasm, cheerfulness and determination which he exhibited at all times 

were largely responsible for the gallant way in which the other crews of his squadron went in 

During his career, for his many deeds of courage, leadership and devotion to duty, 

James Hardy Marks was twice mentioned in despatches and awarded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross and bar, the Distinguished Service Order and additionally a bar to that order.  

 

1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE 

Mentioned in Despatches in February 1940; awarded DFC in July 1940 (see Air 

awarded as per London Gazette dated 

Public Record Office Air 2/8900 has citation drafted when he had flown 52 sorties 

Squadron Leader Marks is a splendid type of officer who has been 

an inspiration to all with whom he has come in contact. As a flight commander he has 

in adverse conditions, 

NOTE: The original recommendation was drafted 21 July 

This officer has completed a further 27 operational sorties since being 

nued to show great courage, 

ailing devotion to duty. "As a Flight Commander, his 

powers of leadership, enthusiasm and ability to carry out his job under any conditions, have 

come in contact. I therefore very strongly 

recommend that this officer’s continued courage and skill be recognized with the award of 

Ouse, added on 23 July 1941: "I cannot speak 

o highly of this young officer, and I heartily endorse every word of his Squadron 

Commander says. A splendid type of officer in every way. He has richly deserved the award 

- No.58 Squadron 

awarded as per London Gazette dated 4 August 1942. 

Text transcribed from Flight, 20 August 1942. See also Air Ministry Bulletin 7711. "The 

get area and this was well known to this 

officer, but despite this fact he came down to about 200 feet and flew through the fiercest of 

defences to press home his attack, releasing his bombs on the ship or at any rate very close to 

o his own magnificent example of courage, his superb leadership, 

sense of duty, enthusiasm, cheerfulness and determination which he exhibited at all times 

were largely responsible for the gallant way in which the other crews of his squadron went in 



to the attack. "For this I very strongly recommend that he be awarded immediately the first 

Bar to his Distinguished Flying Cross. "This officer received his DFC after completing 37 

sorties and 249 operational hours, and his DSO after 43 sorties and 291 operation

The Air Officer Commanding, $o.4 Group, minuted this as follows: "A born leader who by 

his own personal example sets a high standard of courage and skill on operations. Strongly 

recommended for a first Bar to the Distinguished Service Order

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 2A. C. 7. Cemetery: CHOLOY WAR 

CEMETERY  Also Tolleshunt D’Arcy

References 

 http://www.nfgs.essex.sch.uk/on/distinguished.html 

http://www.hydehall.demon.co.uk/marks.htm#

bin/dcforum/dcboard.cgi?az=show_thread&om=8258&forum=DCForumID6&archive=yes 

HOWE Mervyn James: Sergeant (Observer) : Royal Air Force Vo

Squadron: Date of Death: 15/10/1942: 
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For this I very strongly recommend that he be awarded immediately the first 

Bar to his Distinguished Flying Cross. "This officer received his DFC after completing 37 

sorties and 249 operational hours, and his DSO after 43 sorties and 291 operation

The Air Officer Commanding, $o.4 Group, minuted this as follows: "A born leader who by 

his own personal example sets a high standard of courage and skill on operations. Strongly 

recommended for a first Bar to the Distinguished Service Order." 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 2A. C. 7. Cemetery: CHOLOY WAR 

Also Tolleshunt D’Arcy 

http://www.nfgs.essex.sch.uk/on/distinguished.html 

http://www.hydehall.demon.co.uk/marks.htm#Ref2 http://www.rafcommands.com/cgi

bin/dcforum/dcboard.cgi?az=show_thread&om=8258&forum=DCForumID6&archive=yes 

 

Sergeant (Observer) : Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve : 149 

Death: 15/10/1942: Service No: 1284777  

For this I very strongly recommend that he be awarded immediately the first 

Bar to his Distinguished Flying Cross. "This officer received his DFC after completing 37 

sorties and 249 operational hours, and his DSO after 43 sorties and 291 operational hours." 

The Air Officer Commanding, $o.4 Group, minuted this as follows: "A born leader who by 

his own personal example sets a high standard of courage and skill on operations. Strongly 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 2A. C. 7. Cemetery: CHOLOY WAR 

Ref2 http://www.rafcommands.com/cgi-

bin/dcforum/dcboard.cgi?az=show_thread&om=8258&forum=DCForumID6&archive=yes  

lunteer Reserve : 149 
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He was the elder son of Mr William Howe OBE & his wife Sarah nee Barbrook of 

Woodrope Road. He attended Colchester Technical School,  after his time in Tollesbury 

School. He then went on to a teacher training college in Oxfordshire & became for a time a 

school teacher in London He was called up early in the war and joined  the RAFVR as a 

navigator.  

Mervyn  did his training at Oudtshoorn in South Africa before returning to the UK to 

join his operational squadron.  

 

His observer's badge & his Sergeant's stripes are shown above. These were awarded on 

completion of his training and on his assignment to Mildenhall. 

Mervyn took part in several large raids prior to his death , see below. 

His father had been a fisherman and had joined the Trawler Division of the Royal Navy in 

World War 1. He was serving on HMS Hannibal in the Mediterranean. When the SS Hyperia 

was sunk by an enemy submarine on the night of the 28th July 1918, he & his fellow crew 

members were responsible for saving over 10 of the survivors. For this he was awarded the 

Order of the British Empire (Military. Division). His brother Aubrey also served with the 

RAF in World War 2, as a meteorologist and was stationed in a number of locations overseas 

including  Kenya, Madagascar & Egypt. 

  

This picture was taken at Blackpool on August 30th 1940 when he first joined up. 

SQUADRO� HISTORY 

On 12 April 1937 B Flight of No. 99 Squadron, at Mildenhall, equipped with Handley Page 

Heyfords, was expanded to squadron strength and given No.149's number plate. This was 

during the rushed expansion of the RAF to be ready for the war that was clearly imminent. 

Before World War 2 broke out the squadron had re-equipped with Vickers Wellington Mk Is, 

and was operational on 4 September 1939, flying a raid on warships at Brunsbuttel. It was 

soon found that the Wellington was unsuitable for daylight raids, and there was little for 



No.149 to do for the rest of the 'phoney war' apart from 'Nickel' leaflet raids over Germany at 

night. 

  

               Halifax bomber   

It was when the German offensive in the Low Countries began in May 1940 that the 

squadron began the bombing offensive against Germany which occupied it for the rest of the 

war. The Wellington was soon found to be the best of the British bombers, 50 No.149 and the 

other No.3 Group squadrons were busily involved, at first in tactical bombing to try to halt 

the German advance on the British troops evacuating from Dunkirk, then against the invasion 

barges massing at the Channel ports. But the squadron was really meant for strategic 

bombing and it was this task, principally against the Ruhr, on which No.149 concentrated 

during the winter of 1940-1. During the long winter nights it was able to fly farther

included Berlin and the industries of northern Italy in its targets. All through 1941 it soldiered 

on with the Wellington Mk IC, flying whenever required, weather permitting. In November 

the squadron began to convert to the Short Stirling four

operations, bringing the Stirling onto operations on 26 November.

Mildenhall and No. 149 had seemed inseparable, but in April 1942 the squadron moved over 

the fields to Lakenheath, the new satellite airfield still being completed. F

continued the night offensive for the next two years, using its Stirlings to carry a heavy bomb 

load each night against the Reich. At this time it was the fashion in the four

squadrons to have a conversion flight to bring crews fr

Stirling before going on operations. On 30 May 1942, the squadron participated in the first of 

the 'thousand bomber' raids, on Cologne, putting up 17 aircraft together with four from its 

conversion flight, a maximum effort 

against Germany continued all through 1942 with Stirling Mk Is.

THE MISSION 

15th-16th October 1942: Stirling I W7526 OJ

at 19.50h from Lakenheath. Target: 

and crashed near Ingen.2 Small monuments were raised, south of the river “the Lek” and 9 

km north-east of Tiel      Crew : Sgt. J. Denny (Flight .Engineer.) Collective .grave 4

Fl.sgt. R.G. Blair (navigator) ; &  Sgt. M.J. Howe (observer) . Sgt. T.B. Bywaters (Air 

Gunner)  grave 4-65 ; Fl.sgt. J.C. Brocket (pilot) Joint grave 4

(Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner). Sgt. F.W. O'Sullivan (Air Gunner)  grave 4
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No.149 to do for the rest of the 'phoney war' apart from 'Nickel' leaflet raids over Germany at 

    Short Stirling bomber 

It was when the German offensive in the Low Countries began in May 1940 that the 

squadron began the bombing offensive against Germany which occupied it for the rest of the 

soon found to be the best of the British bombers, 50 No.149 and the 

other No.3 Group squadrons were busily involved, at first in tactical bombing to try to halt 

the German advance on the British troops evacuating from Dunkirk, then against the invasion 

ges massing at the Channel ports. But the squadron was really meant for strategic 

bombing and it was this task, principally against the Ruhr, on which No.149 concentrated 

1. During the long winter nights it was able to fly farther

included Berlin and the industries of northern Italy in its targets. All through 1941 it soldiered 

on with the Wellington Mk IC, flying whenever required, weather permitting. In November 

the squadron began to convert to the Short Stirling four-engine bomber without ceasing 

operations, bringing the Stirling onto operations on 26 November. 

Mildenhall and No. 149 had seemed inseparable, but in April 1942 the squadron moved over 

the fields to Lakenheath, the new satellite airfield still being completed. From here it 

continued the night offensive for the next two years, using its Stirlings to carry a heavy bomb 

load each night against the Reich. At this time it was the fashion in the four

squadrons to have a conversion flight to bring crews from the OTUs up to scratch on the 

Stirling before going on operations. On 30 May 1942, the squadron participated in the first of 

the 'thousand bomber' raids, on Cologne, putting up 17 aircraft together with four from its 

conversion flight, a maximum effort indeed. The long and dangerous routine of night raids 

against Germany continued all through 1942 with Stirling Mk Is. 

: Stirling I W7526 OJ-V from East India Squadron. Details : Took off 

at 19.50h from Lakenheath. Target: Cologne. The aircraft was shot down by a night

and crashed near Ingen.2 Small monuments were raised, south of the river “the Lek” and 9 

east of Tiel      Crew : Sgt. J. Denny (Flight .Engineer.) Collective .grave 4

ir (navigator) ; &  Sgt. M.J. Howe (observer) . Sgt. T.B. Bywaters (Air 

65 ; Fl.sgt. J.C. Brocket (pilot) Joint grave 4-67 with Sgt. T.C.B. Pike 

(Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner). Sgt. F.W. O'Sullivan (Air Gunner)  grave 4

No.149 to do for the rest of the 'phoney war' apart from 'Nickel' leaflet raids over Germany at 

 

 

It was when the German offensive in the Low Countries began in May 1940 that the 

squadron began the bombing offensive against Germany which occupied it for the rest of the 

soon found to be the best of the British bombers, 50 No.149 and the 

other No.3 Group squadrons were busily involved, at first in tactical bombing to try to halt 

the German advance on the British troops evacuating from Dunkirk, then against the invasion 

ges massing at the Channel ports. But the squadron was really meant for strategic 

bombing and it was this task, principally against the Ruhr, on which No.149 concentrated 

1. During the long winter nights it was able to fly farther  and 

included Berlin and the industries of northern Italy in its targets. All through 1941 it soldiered 

on with the Wellington Mk IC, flying whenever required, weather permitting. In November 

bomber without ceasing 

Mildenhall and No. 149 had seemed inseparable, but in April 1942 the squadron moved over 

rom here it 

continued the night offensive for the next two years, using its Stirlings to carry a heavy bomb 

load each night against the Reich. At this time it was the fashion in the four-engine bomber 

om the OTUs up to scratch on the 

Stirling before going on operations. On 30 May 1942, the squadron participated in the first of 

the 'thousand bomber' raids, on Cologne, putting up 17 aircraft together with four from its 

indeed. The long and dangerous routine of night raids 

V from East India Squadron. Details : Took off 

Cologne. The aircraft was shot down by a night-fighter 

and crashed near Ingen.2 Small monuments were raised, south of the river “the Lek” and 9 

east of Tiel      Crew : Sgt. J. Denny (Flight .Engineer.) Collective .grave 4-66 with 

ir (navigator) ; &  Sgt. M.J. Howe (observer) . Sgt. T.B. Bywaters (Air 

67 with Sgt. T.C.B. Pike 

(Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner). Sgt. F.W. O'Sullivan (Air Gunner)  grave 4-64 



     

 1939-1945 Star; Air Crew Europe:  1939

Below is an excerpt from the local newspaper at the time of his death.
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1945 Star; Air Crew Europe:  1939-1945; Defence Medal; 1939-1945 War Medal

Below is an excerpt from the local newspaper at the time of his death. 

 

  

1945 War Medal 
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Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Plot 13. Row 4. Coll. 

grave 66. Cemetery: AMERSFOORT (OUD LEUSDEN) GENERAL CEMETERY 

He shares a grave and headstone with Sergeant J. Denny the Flight Engineer 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 

SMITH John Thomas Sergeant (Flight. Engineer): Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve : 199 

Squadron: Age: 27 Date of Death: 31/08/1943:Service No: 1603576  

He was the son of John Thomas Smith and Catherine Smith; husband of Ellen Louisa 

May Smith, of Salcott Virley, Essex.   

 

Shorts Stirling B Mk III in 199 Squadron markings 

In November 1942, 199 Squadron reformed at Blyton with Wellingtons in bomber 

command and flew its first raid on 6 December 1942.  They moved to Ingham Lincolnshire 

on the 3rd February 1943. After taking part in many attacks on enemy targets, the last 

Wellington sortie flew was flown in June 1943 and the crews converted to Stirlings, resuming 

operations in July. By the beginning of 1944 the Stirling had been withdrawn from the main 

attacking force of bomber command and was concentrating on mine laying and coastal 

attacks. In July 1943 they were based at Lakenheath. 

 

1939-1945 Star; Aircrew Europe; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Plot EE. Grave 102. 

Cemetery: EINDHOVEN (WOENSEL) GENERAL CEMETERY 

 

WAR�ER Charles Herbert Albert: Sergeant (Flight. Engineer)  101 Squadron., 

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: Date of Death 3rd  September 1943: Age 20: Service 

Number 1801861, 

He was the son of Ernest Joseph Warner, and of Kate Louisa Warner, of Great 

Wigborough, Essex.  

 

101 squadron were flying the Lancaster bomber, ED410, at the time of Charles loss. 

ED410 was a Mk.111 and was delivered to $o.101 Squadron 23rd April43. ED410 wore the 

ID's SR-Xbar/X2  

In January 1943 101 Squadron aircraft returned to Berlin for the first time in 14 

months and as Bomber Command strength increased the scene was set for the main phase of 

the strategic bombing campaign. 101 Squadron took part in the Battle of the Ruhr from 

March to July, losing 25 Lancasters and over 130 aircrew Killed In Action. During this 

period 101 Squadron moved to a new base at RAF Ludford Magna in Lincolnshire, where it 

would remain for the rest of the war. The devastating Battle of Hamburg at the end of July 
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marked the introduction of "Window" by Bomber Command that paralysed the German night 

fighter control system. 101 Squadron lost only one Lancaster in 118 sorties launched against 

the city over 9 days. 

101 Squadron sent 20 Lancasters on the Penemunde raid without loss on the 17th 

August, 1943 but heavy losses among the rest of the force proved that the Luftwaffe had fully 

recovered from the "Window" setback. If the coming Battle of Berlin was to be a success, new 

countermeasures were required. In September 1943 101 Squadron began trials with the top 

secret "Airborne Cigar" ECM system, designed to jam the Luftwaffe's night fighter control 

frequencies. The "ABC" equipment required an additional crewmember, the W/OpSD, but 

allowed the Lancaster to carry a full bomb load. The equipment proved successful and by 

$ovember most of 101 Squadron's Lancasters were equipped with "ABC". Using "ABC" the 

squadron dispatched 68 sorties against Berlin in 6 days for just one loss. However, the Battle 

of Berlin was not going well. Poor weather limited the effectiveness of the bombing and the 

resilient Luftwaffe developed new tactics as fast as Bomber Command introduced new 

countermeasures and losses mounted alarmingly. The "ABC" Lancasters of 101 Squadron 

were required for every raid and the squadron had to fly more missions than other units, 

exposing its crews to increased risk. 101 Squadron flew 363 sorties to Berlin during the 

battle and lost 25 Lancasters and 133 aircrew KIA. Worse was to come in the last raid of the 

winter battle, $uremberg. 101 Squadron lost 7 out of 26 Lancasters dispatched with 56 men 

failing to return to Ludford Magna 

  

 1939-1945 Star; Air Crew Europe:  1939-1945 Defence Medal; 1939-1945 War 

Medal 

ED410's history & the casualties :- 

"ED410 took part in the following key Operations: 

 As SR-Xbar, Dortmund 23/24May43; Dusseldorf 25/26May43; Dusseldorf 

11/12Jun43; Bochum 12/13Jun43;  

As SR-X2, Cologne 3/4Jul43; Turin 12/13Jul43; Hamburg 24/25Jul43; Hamburg 

27/28Jul43; Hamburg 2/3Aug43; Berlin  

3/4Sep43-Lost. When lost this aircraft had a total of 220 hours. ED410 was one of 

three $o.101 Squadron Lancasters lost on this operation. The others were: ED659; JB149  

Airborne 1945 hours on the 3rd September 43 from Ludford Magna. Cause of loss not 

established. Crashed at Suttrup, 14 km SE of Lingen (ems), where those killed were buried in 

the $euer Friedhof. They have been subsequently re-interred in the Reichswald Forest War 

Cemetery. Killed in action were F/O D.J.Carpenter ; Sgt C.H.A.Warner ; P/O 

J.F.Waterman; Sgt J.Billington ;Sgt D.R.Browne ; Sgt H.Mcquade .  
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Sgt J.D.M.Flett was interned in Camps L6/357, PoW $o.573. " 

  

 Commonwealth War Dead: Grave: 15. G. 12. Cemetery: REICHSWALD FOREST WAR 

CEMETERY 

Ludford Magna 

This memorial has been placed along the main road 

through the village (A631). Inscription reads - 

TO SERVE WAS THEIR HIGHEST AIM 

THIS MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED TO THE 

AIRCREWS OF 101 SQUADRO$ BOMBER COMMA$D WHO 

FAILED TO RETUR$ FROM OPERATIO$AL SORTIES I$ 

THE FIRST A$D SECO$D WORLD WARS. FROM 1943-1945 

THE SQUADROM WAS BASED AT LUDFORD MAG$A 

WHERE THEY MADE MA$Y FRIE$DS. 

A ROLE OF HO$OUR IS KEPT I$ THE VILLAGE CHURCH 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott 

 

 Motto :- Usque ad finem (To the very end) 

SPRI�GETT, Eric Turner: Sergeant (Wireless .Operator./Air Gunner): Age: 20: Date of 

Death: 28/09/1943: Service No: 1336371: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: serving on 

assignment with 428 (R.C.A.F.) Squadron - The Ghost Squadron 
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It’s Badge, in a shroud, a death's head. The badge refers to the Squadron "Ghost" 

designation earned through many hours of night bombing operations, and also the death and 

destruction which it carried to the enemy. 428 Squadron was based at Middleton St. George 

in Durham  from the 4th June 1943. The squadron had just acquired the new Halifax mark 5 

aircraft on the 26 September 1943. As a new aircraft, it was contracted to 428 Squadron 

RCAF. The 428th was a Heavy bomber squadron whose primary tasks involved Bombing 

and Mine laying operations 

 

Eric had only recently been home to Rowhedge on leave on completion of his training 

when he was assigned to 428 Squadron. It is believed that it was only his second sortie, when 

their Halifax , serial number EB215, was hit by enemy flak over Holland on a raid on 

Hanover. They had left Middleton Saint George at 1917 hours.  The plane crashed at 

Oosterhof (Gelderland) a hamlet 1 kilometre NE of Vaasen at 0017 hours. Although they 

managed to bale out, the plane blew up in the air and he was killed by the blast. All the crew 

were killed only Sergeant D. A. J. Griffin survived, he was taken as a prisoner of war. Post 

war he visited Eric's parents. 

The full crew was as follows: - 

Sgt  J. E. Farmer, Sgt J. W. Satchell, Sgt D. A. J. Griffin, Sgt T. J. Wilson, Sgt E. T. 

Springett, Sgt A. Stuart & Sgt W. E. Mussen.   None of the crew were Canadian. 

He was the son of Turner William and Esther Alice Springett, of Rowhedge, Essex. 

His photograph is taken in his grandparent’s garden in Rectory Road, Rowhedge. Before the 

war he worked at Bloomfield's Furniture shop on the corner of Osborne St, it was destroyed 

in the air raid on St. Botolph's Corner. 

 

Air Crew Europe Medal    1939-45 War Medal     Defence Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead  Grave Reference: Grave 695.EPE (VAASSEN) GENERAL 

CEMETERY 

Vaassen is a village 7 kilometres north of Apeldoorn on the main road to Zwolle. The 

cemetery is on the southern outskirts of the village, on the eastern side of the main Apeldoorn 

road. The graves are near the eastern boundary. No. of Identified Casualties: 12 

OTHER MEMORIALS 

 

There is a Squadron Memorial to 419, 420 & 428 Squadrons at Middleton St. George 

Three thousand miles across a hunted ocean they came, wearing on the shoulder of 

their tunics the treasured name, "Canada," telling the world their origin. Young men and 

women they were, some still in their teens, fashioned by their Maker to love, not to kill, but 

proud and earnest in their mission to stand, and if it had to be, to die, for their country and 

for freedom. One day, when the history of the twentieth century is finally written, it will be 

recorded that when human society stood at the crossroads and civilization itself was under 

siege, the Royal Canadian Air Force was there to fill the breach and help give humanity the 

victory. And all those who had a part in it will have left to posterity a legacy of honour, of 

courage, and of valour that time can never despoil.  

-from a speech by Father J.P. Lardie, Chaplain 419, 428 Squadron at the dedication of 

the RCAF Memorial at Middleton St. George, 15 June, 1985 



York Minster has a Memorial Clock dedicated to those, who flew from the airfields in 

the North East & were killed. Eric's name is included in the Book of Remembrance, which is 

beside the clock. 

  SCALES John

Reserve: 466 (R.A.A.F.) Squadron: 

 He was the son of Edward Herbert Athol Scales and Victoria Maud Scales, of 

Peldon, Essex.  He was born in 1920. He had a half sister

Joe  & a sister Maud, known as "Charlie". The family farmed Harvey's Farm at Peldon and 

post war his brother George took over the running of the farm.. John attended the Royal 

Grammar school at Colchester with his brother, Ge

sports. 

A History of 466 RAAF Squadron is given below (reference 

http://members.iinet.net.au/~tcosgrove/raaf.html
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Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

York Minster has a Memorial Clock dedicated to those, who flew from the airfields in 

the North East & were killed. Eric's name is included in the Book of Remembrance, which is 

 

SCALES John: Flying Officer (Pilot): Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve: 466 (R.A.A.F.) Squadron: Date of Death: 20/12/1943: Service No: 120525

on of Edward Herbert Athol Scales and Victoria Maud Scales, of 

He was born in 1920. He had a half sister Mary and 2 brothers ; George, 

& a sister Maud, known as "Charlie". The family farmed Harvey's Farm at Peldon and 

post war his brother George took over the running of the farm.. John attended the Royal 

Grammar school at Colchester with his brother, George . Both John & George excelled at 

A History of 466 RAAF Squadron is given below (reference 

http://members.iinet.net.au/~tcosgrove/raaf.html) 

 

York Minster has a Memorial Clock dedicated to those, who flew from the airfields in 

the North East & were killed. Eric's name is included in the Book of Remembrance, which is 

yal Air Force Volunteer 

Service No: 120525  

on of Edward Herbert Athol Scales and Victoria Maud Scales, of 

Mary and 2 brothers ; George, 

& a sister Maud, known as "Charlie". The family farmed Harvey's Farm at Peldon and 

post war his brother George took over the running of the farm.. John attended the Royal 

. Both John & George excelled at 
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466 Squadron RAAF was 

formed on October 10th, 1942 at 

Driffield, England. The squadron 

was equipped with Vickers 

Wellington Mk III bombers and 

was under the command of Wing 

Commander R.E. Bailey. The 

squadron had 'HD' as its code. In 

$ovember 1942 the squadron 

moved to Leconfield where they 

flew their first operation; a mine 

laying mission, on January 13th, 

1943. This operation was the first 

in a long series of mine laying operations which paralleled an increasing night bombing 

commitment. 

On the 14th January during another mine laying operation, 466 squadron sustained 

its first combat loss when Sergeant R.V. Babbington and his crew failed to return. The 

following day four crews joined a force which attacked the Lorrient docks in the squadron's 

first bombing attack. On the 30th January 466 squadron made the first of many attacks 

against a German target. This was made when 8 Wellington's attacked Emden. This attack 

was made during daylight with the bombers being protected by thick cloud. The crews were 

not used to this natural protection and two aircraft were lost. 

466 squadron's first aerial victory won on the night of February 19/20th when 

Sergeant R. Rosser's tail gunner, Sergeant H. Wilcock downed a Bf 110. Return fire from the 

German aircraft wounded two crew members and set the bomber alight. Presuming the worst 

the bomb aimer bailed out, however the fire was brought under control and the aircraft safely 

returned to England. 

Unfortunately aerial victories were not a common event and with increasing night-

fighter attacks and an improving anti-aircraft defence system, more and more Wellington's 

were failing to return. Other hazards included bad weather, the risk of mid-air collisions and 

stray bombs from other aircraft caused many aircraft to go down. One such incident 

occurred on April 14th when a Wellington captained by Sergeant G.F. Hicks was attacked by 

a night-fighter and severely damaged. During the battle the tail-gunner, R. F. Field, was 

killed and three others wounded. Despite suffering serious wounds and having a seriously 

damaged aircraft the crew elected to press on and bomb the target, Stuttgart. After the drop 

they made the long return flight to England, making a safe landing at one of the emergency 

fields. 

The tenacity of this crew was rewarded with Sergeant Hicks was awarded the 

Conspicuous Gallantry Medal for his determination and three of the four surviving crew 

being all awarded the DSO, DFC and DFM. This event was unusual considering the numbers 

of one crew being all decorated. Their rewards represented the first to members of 466 

squadron. 

The Wellington operations continued at a hectic pace until when in late August 1943 

the unit converted to the Handley Page Halifax Mk II. Once the squadron had been re-

equipped and retrained, it was fully operational by the $ovember and flew its first Halifax 
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mission on December 1st when twelve aircraft laid mines off Terschelling Island. The new 

Halifaxs were fitted with H2S which helped in location and the attack of targets. 466 

squadron was the first non-Pathfinder Force squadron to receive H2S. 

The real test came on the night of December 20th/21st when the squadron's Halifaxs 

made their first attack on a German target. Sixteen Halifaxs joined 634 other bombers in an 

attack on Frankfurt. The attack was unsuccessful with two of 466 squadron's aircraft being 

lost and another returning to England badly damaged. 

One of the two aircraft lost was that of John. His plane was HX236 Halifax III HD-J 

took off at 17:03 on a mission to Frankfurt. HX236 is believed to have crashed in the vicinity 

of Wiesbaden. All the crew are buried in the Rheinberg War Cemetery. The crew on that 

fateful night were :-  F/O J Scales ; Sgt T G Townson; F/S W Ferris; Sgt R T H Headford; 

F/S J R G Matthews; F/S A M Le Grand RAAF; P/O R H H Lunniss. 

 

 1939-1945 Star; Air Crew Europe:  1939-1945 Defence Medal; 1939-1945 War 

Medal  

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Coll. grave 18. E. 19-25. Cemetery: 

RHEINBERG WAR CEMETERY 
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CROXO�, Kenneth Eric:  Sergeant (Flight Engineer.): Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve  75  ( New Zealand) Squadron: Date of Death: 25/08/1944: Service No: 1893473  

There is a memorial to him in Saint Lawrence's churchyard at Rowhedge alongside 

that for his mother, Lavinia ( nee Cole), who died 27th April 1961. 

 

Avro Lancaster B Mk I in 75 Squadron markings. 

The Squadron was with 3 Group based at Mepal in Cambridgeshire  from the 28 June 

1943. They flew  Lancaster mark I  bombers then  subsequently Lancaster mark III from 

March 1944. In March 1944, No. 75 began to exchange its Stirlings for Lancasters and was 

ready in time to participate in preparation and support of the Allied invasion, the bombing of 

flying-bomb sites and close-support of the armies.   In the later stages of the war, No. 75 

Squadron played a prominent part in the offensive against German oil production and 

transport. It was also one of the foremost units in Bomber Command's successful mine laying 

campaign. 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: Coll. grave 8. K. 8-

10. Cemetery: RHEINBERG WAR CEMETERY 
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FORD DFC, Donald Raymond Oliver: Flight Lieutenant  Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve  254 Squadron. formerly flew with 50 Squadron: Age: 27: Date of Death: 

23/09/1944: Service No: 105155: Awards: D F C  

He was the son of Joseph and Louisa Ford; husband of Elsie Ford, of Woodford, 

Essex.  The London Gazette 18th November 1941 shows under 50 Squadron RAF shows "Air 

Ministry 21st $ovember 1941 The King has been graciously pleased to approve the following 

awards :- The Distinguished Flying Cross  to Pilot Officer Donald Raymond Oliver Ford 

(105155) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve  50 Squadron. " 

�o. 50 Squadron began the Second World War equipped with the Handley Page 

Hampden  from RAF Waddington  and first dropped bombs in anger in March 1940, when it 

participated in RAF Bomber Command's first attack on a German land target - the mine-

laying seaplane base at Hornum on the island of Sylt. In December 1940, by which time it 

had attacked many other enemy targets, including Berlin, the squadron took part in the first 

area-bombing attack on a German industrial centre (Mannheim). A year later, to the month, it 

took part in the Combined Operation against the German-held Norwegian island of Vågsøy, 

its Hampdens - operating from an advanced base in Northern Scotland - dropping smoke 

bombs to provide a smoke screen for troops and landing craft, and also bombing a gun 

battery.  

�o 254 Squadron post �ovember 1941. In May 1941, the squadron was in Northern 

Ireland returning to Scotland in December where it converted to Beaufighters in June 1942. 

Torpedo training began in August and in November, No.254 joined the strike wing at North 

Coates for the rest of the war 
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DFC; 1939-1945 STAR;  AIRCREW EUROPE; ATLANTIC STAR; 1939-1945 

WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE MEDAL 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 202. RUNNYMEDE 

MEMORIAL 

 

SHILCOCK James Douglas:  Sergeant 550 Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: 

Killed 6 November 1944: Age 37: Service Number 1896561,  

He was the son of Thomas A. W. and Winifred Jean Shilcock; husband of Olive 

Shilcock, of Virley, Essex.  

550 Squadron was formed: 25 Nov 1943. The Squadron was based at: RAF Grimsby : 

25 Nov 1943 - 3 Jan 1944 & then RAF North Killingholme: 3 Jan 1944 - 31 Oct 1945 

 

550 Squadron Lancaster III bomber 

Squadron code: BQ. The aircraft operated: were Lancaster Mk I, Mk III: Nov 1943 

onwards. 550 Squadron was formed from C Flt, 100 Squadron, on 25 Nov 1943. Shortly 

thereafter it moved to the nearly completed RAF North Killingholme and flew its first 

mission from there on 14 Jan 1944. From the initial single flight the Squadron grew to 3. The 

Squadron operated within the Main Force of Heavy Bombers under Bomber Command. A 

550 Squadron Lancaster (LL811 J-Jig (Bad Penny II)) was credited with opening the D-day 

attack when it dropped the first string of bombs at 23:34 on 5 Jun 1944. 
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1939-1945 Star; Aircrew Europe; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 237. RUNNYMEDE 

MEMORIAL 

COASTAL COMMA�D 

 

FRE�CH Eric Alfred:  Sergeant  Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: Age: 27: Date of 

Death: 24/05/1943: Service No: 963143: 228 Squadron.  Coastal Command 
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He was the son of Alfred and Flora Martha French, of Colchester, Essex. Eric was a 

gunner on a flying boat serving with 208 Squadron. 

228 Squadron moved to Alexandria in Egypt, but on the outbreak of war, it returned 

to Pembroke Dock, from where it operated detachments to Invergordon and Sullom Voe. 

These detachments were able to cover the North Sea as far as the Norwegian coast. However, 

in June 1940 Italy declared war on Britain and No 228 was immediately sent back to 

Alexandria. Up to October 1940, the squadron's maintenance base had remained at Pembroke 

Dock, but that month it was moved to Kalafrana in Malta and then in March 1941 to 

Alexandria itself. During this period it carried out anti-submarine and shipping patrols in the 

Mediterranean and covered the British withdrawal from Greece and Crete. 

A further move came in June when the squadron went to Gambia in West Africa, but 

by this time it was down to just two aircraft and in August, it returned to Pembroke Dock, but 

then moved to Stranraer to re-equip. Operations re-commenced in March 1942 from Oban 

with further moves in December to Lough Erne and in May 1943 back to Pembroke Dock, 

where it remained until disbanding on 4 June 1945. The Squadron had switched to 

flying  Sunderland III Flying - Boats  prior to Eric’s death. 

It is not known whether this event described the loss of Eric's plane but it is probable:- 

"U-441 departed under Götz von Hartmann from Brest on 22nd May 1943 and returned to 

Brest on 25th May 1943 after three days on patrol. At 2050 HRS on 24th May 1943 in square 

BF 49, U-441 came under attack from an aircraft of RAF 228 Squadron. U-441 was 

moderately damaged by the attack. The boat defended itself with flak and the aircraft was 

destroyed" reference Deutsches Marine- und U-Boot -Forum 

Eric's death coincided with the winning of the U-boat in the Atlantic. "By the 24th 

May 1943, U-boat losses were so heavy and the attacks so fruitless, Admiral Doenitz ordered 

his captains to leave the $orth Atlantic battlefield. They either returned home or 

concentrated on the US/Gibraltar routes. It was some time before the Allies realised the 

$orth Atlantic was almost free of U-boats. The air and sea escorts were winning. - Monthly 

Loss Summary: 40 British, Allied and neutral ships of 204,000 tons in the Atlantic from all 

causes; 37 German and 1 Italian U-boats. In addition to those lost in or around the convoy 

battles: 3 by RAF in $orth Atlantic, 6 by RAF and RAAF Bay of Biscay patrols, 4 by US 

forces in the $orth Atlantic, off Florida and Brazil, 2 by collision in the $orth Atlantic" 

reference http://www.naval-history.net/WW2R$16-194302.htm 

 

1939-1945 Star; Africa Star: Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 150. RUNNYMEDE 

MEMORIAL 

TRAI�I�G 

 

COPPI� Robert Leslie: Aircraftman 2nd Class: 1134494: 6 SERVICE FLYING 

TRAINING SCHOOL: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: He died on Tuesday, 21st 

October 1941. Aged 27 

  

 Robert died with a number of other RAF & WAAF personnel, as a result of a bus 

crash, where the bus caught fire. This was in Cheltenham on the Andoversford Road in 

Gloucestershire, during the Second World War. 
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He belonged to the Neville family in Langenhoe (see also Stanley Neville, who was 

killed in a POW camp). He and his wife Elsie May lived at The Causeway, Langenhoe. They 

had a son, Michael. His widow remarried to become Mrs. Ponder. 

 

He was entitled to the Defence  Medal and the 1939-45 War Medal. 

  

 

He is buried at Little Rissington (Saint Peter) Churchyard, Gloucestershire in Row E. 

Col. grave. This grave yard contains some 50 to 60 graves of British, Canadian and 

Australian Airmen, who operated from the nearby airfield in World War 2. 

There are a number of other graves nearby, all with the same burial date and 

presumably also victims of the same crash. They are :- 

1317209    Aircraftman 2nd Class K. J. Fuller, RAFVR, aged 20. He was the son of Guy & 

Hestor Elizabeth Fuller of Mosterton, Dorsetshire. 

1084639    Aircraftman 2nd  Class John Baseley, RAFVR. He was the son of W.T. & Isobella 

Baseley, of Notting Hill, London 

1154921    Corporal Sidney Francis Andrews, RAFVR aged 25. He was the son of Sidney & 

Lillian Andrews; and husband of Sheila Andrews of Ealing, Middlesex. 

52152        Leading Aircraftman Harold Thomas Stokes, RAF aged 60. He was the husband 

of Laura Louise Stokes of Cheltenham. 
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1525727    Aircraftman 2nd Class Fred Poulter, RAFVR aged 36. He was the son of George 

& Fanny Poulter; and husband of Beatrice Poulter, of Wombwell, Yorkshire. 

1315853     Leading Aircraftman Sydney George  Peter Medwin (pilot under training) 

RAFVR aged 19.  He was the son of Sydney & Florence Medwin of Cookham Berkshire. 

1331436     Leading Aircraftman Michel  Brady de Maynard  (pilot under training) RAFVR  

REFERENCES Photographs and information were also supplied by his family. 

 

 TYE, Peter Pearson: Sergeant  Pilot (Instructor) with  No. 34 Elementary Flying School 

Training School:  Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve - Age: 22 Date of Death: 12/06/1943: 

Service No: 1613283 

 

 

His home was 2nd on the right 
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He was the son of Claude Francis and Flo Lily Tye, of 16 Albion Street, Rowhedge, 

Essex,  He was born 29 September 1920 at East Donyland & was baptised there on the 24 

October 1920. He was a nephew of Dolph Pearson, and there is a commemoration inscription 

on the grave of Dolph's wife Ruby at East Donyland Cemetery. His mother Flo was a sister of 

Dolph Pearson. He was educated at Braintree High School and Colchester Grammar School. 

He was a member of the East Donyland Church Choir. He left school and worked in the 

laboratory at the Shellhaven Refinery.  He was a keen sportsman and excelled at swimming 

and rugby, playing for Grays RFC. He also was a keen ornithologist. 

He entered the R. A. F. V. R.  in February 1942. He was sent to Canada for training, 

as a fighter pilot and was awarded his wings in January 1943. After this he was posted as a 

Flight Sergeant (Instructor) He  was killed while instructing LAC Norman King in a Cornell 

Mark 1trainer. The aircraft was put into a spin at 2000 feet. Unfortunately due to a problem 

with the aircraft they failed to pull out of the dive and crashed. The crash was at 1 mile East 4 

miles North of Home Airfield Assiniboia. There were 3 more similar crashes with these 

aircraft in the following month.. 

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: Chapel Plot. Grave 8.Cemetery: ASSINIBOIA 

(MOUNT HOPE) CEMETERY: : Saskatchewan: Canada. OTHER MEMORIALS         Saint 

Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

 

EVA�S, Charles Gordon: Sergeant (Pilot) : Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve: Age: 29 : 

Date of Death: 30/10/1943: Service No: 1390423  

E was the son of Ernest Edwin and Lily Evans, of Tolleshunt Major, Essex.  
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RAFVR cadets were sent by troopship to Rhodesia  for flight training  via the South 

African port of Durban. After two days by rail to Bulawayo via Bechuanaland there was six 

weeks more square bashing at the Rhodesian Air Training Group (RATG) ITW at Hillside.  

They flew DH82as, Tiger Moths and PT26s (US Fairchild Cornells). They went solo 

after another  some 8.5 hours on top of about 14 in the UK in initial training . Training 

included cross countries, instrument flying under the hood and night flying using goose-neck 

flares. At the end of EFTS I had logged some 118 hours. Many fellow aspirants had fallen by 

the wayside. 

Southern Rhodesia in those days was wild frontier country with few landmarks, so 

good dead reckoning navigation was vital without radio. The veldt was alive with huge herds 

of game which we shamelessly buzzed. Crews got lost, sometimes fatally. Survival training 

was taken seriously.  

Then on to $o. 21 SFTS (Service Flying Training School) at Kumalo, Bulawayo. 

Kumalo had a single concrete runway with a cemetery at one end and a sewage farm at the 

other, so you were well catered for. There we flew Airspeed Oxfords, a twin Cheetah engined 

aircraft, a military derivative of the Courier, and the $orth American AT6A Harvard. 

Reference the above is based on an item in the BBC WW2 People's War 

 

1939-1945 STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE MEDAL 

  

  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Grave 89. Cemetery: BULAWAYO 

(ATHLONE) CEMETERY 
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SARGE�T, Claude Henry: Leading Aircraftman: Royal Air Force:  5007 Airfield 

Construction Squadron: Age: 32: Date of Death: 24/07/1947: Service No: 957855  

 He was the second son of Arthur and Ada Sargent of Hyde Park Corner, Fingringhoe 

& husband of Nellie Violet Sargent,  of  41 Lucas Road Colchester. His elder brother Stan 

and younger brother Dudley were all born with Claude at Monkwick Farm Estate. He died at 

Saint Thomas's Hospital, Hydestile, Godalming, Surrey  

At the time of his death 5007 Airfield Construction Squadron was based at 

Newcastle- upon - Tyne. The Squadron had been formed in December 1941 in the Newcastle 

area. On the 12th December 1944 the unit went overseas to Ostend. They took up residence 

in Veurne in Belgium re-constructing the Coxyde Airfield. Detachments from the Squadron 

were sent to a number of locations immediately post war in Germany. However, it is believed 

he had been trained as a barrage balloon operator & had been involved in the terrible air raids 

on Coventry. Although he had not been physically wounded he was hospitalised & ultimately 

died from shock.  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: Sec. F. Div. F. Grave 511.COLCHESTER 

CEMETERY  

 

OTHER MEMORIAL Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe  
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PART 4 

THE HOME FRO�T 

AUXILLARY 203 

 

At the start of World War 2 one of the most vulnerable places for invasion was the 

Essex coast particularly in the vicinity of the rivers Colne and Blackwater. As a precaution a 

special detachment within the Essex Home Guard was formed. This was a small group of 

Fingringhoe & Rowhedge men, who formed the so called Auxiliary 203 Unit. They were 

recruited, to operate behind enemy lines. The main requirements were fitness, knowledge of 

their own areas and an ability to be trained in the necessary skills for guerrilla warfare. 

 Volunteers were in the uniform of the "Home Guard" as cover. The  units were 

designated  with numbers of 201 (Scotland and the North) 202 (The Midlands) and 203 

(Southern Counties) Final numbers were in excess of 3000, located mainly in coastal areas 

but covering the whole of the British Isles. 

Their purpose was to emerge at night from their underground bases and to carry out 

attacks and acts of sabotage against enemy targets such as supply dumps, railway lines, 

convoys and shipping in the local rivers. For these activities they were equipped with a 

variety of explosives (including the first issues of plastic high explosive) timing devices and 

detonators. They were not, however, expected to attack enemy forces in strength, the small 

arms, revolvers and Sten guns, provided were for defence rather than offensive use. The 

Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife, issued to all was for the silent killing of individual sentries 

and silenced .22 sniping rifles were to be used for this purpose or for the assassination of 

suitable targets, including possible collaborators 

Operational stores and rations were sufficient for 14 days only - the anticipated useful 

life of the fighting patrols. Those men, who survived this period would have reverted to their 

civilian occupations in the hope and anticipation of a successful British counter attack.  

 The Operational Bases were built, either by the Royal Engineers or by civilian 

contractors. Any curious locals were told that these were to be emergency food stores. 

Situated usually in dense woodland, these bases were constructed of pre-formed corrugated 

iron segments, sunk into the ground with concrete pipe access and escape tunnels. Ingenious 

methods were used to camouflage and operate the entrance trap doors. 

Accommodation included wooden bunks for the patrol members, heating, ventilation 

and ration and water stores. Explosives and ammunition were stored separately. Operational 

stores and rations were sufficient for 14 days only - the anticipated useful life of the fighting 

patrols. Those men, who survived for more than a fortnight would then revert to their civilian 

occupations in the hope and anticipation of a successful British counter attack.  



The local unit was highly secret & they had their hideouts n underground chambers in 

the gravel pits of Ballast Quay

hideout had been at the West side of the copse opposite the Whalebone Inn on Plane Tree 

Farm. Post war a set of badgers took over their HQ at Ballast Quay until it was ultimately 

destroyed by further gravel extraction. 

The Commanding Officer of this unit was Fingringhoe farmer Geoffrey "Buller" 

Abbott Green. "Buller" had been a Lieutenant with the Lancashire Fusiliers in World War 1. 

The local coal merchant, Tom Cook, was their driver. Their medic was

who worked for "Buller", and served with this unit until his death. Harry had served in WW1 

as a stretcher bearer with the Royal Field Artillery. Harry died of Leukaemia on the 7

1942 and is buried at Fingringhoe. During World War

fought in France where he was gassed

The 4
th
 member of this group was James McNair shown below with his daughter. The 

daughter produced a copy of a seed catalogue for 1939. However, the contents were anything 

but the prices of seeds. It was an instruction manual on handling of explosives, bomb making 

etc. It has since passed to a local museum for safe keeping. If one drives down   South  Green 

Road towards the  Wild Life Trust  one may notice a  pond on the right hand side

left hand right angle bend. This was the result of an early attempt at exploding a bomb.

“Buller” Abbott Green:

The Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife
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The local unit was highly secret & they had their hideouts n underground chambers in 

the gravel pits of Ballast Quay & in old World War 1 butts on Jagger's farm..  Another 

hideout had been at the West side of the copse opposite the Whalebone Inn on Plane Tree 

Farm. Post war a set of badgers took over their HQ at Ballast Quay until it was ultimately 

gravel extraction.  

The Commanding Officer of this unit was Fingringhoe farmer Geoffrey "Buller" 

Abbott Green. "Buller" had been a Lieutenant with the Lancashire Fusiliers in World War 1. 

The local coal merchant, Tom Cook, was their driver. Their medic was Harry Harrington, 

who worked for "Buller", and served with this unit until his death. Harry had served in WW1 

as a stretcher bearer with the Royal Field Artillery. Harry died of Leukaemia on the 7

1942 and is buried at Fingringhoe. During World War 1 Harry had joined up in 1915 and 

fought in France where he was gassed 

member of this group was James McNair shown below with his daughter. The 

daughter produced a copy of a seed catalogue for 1939. However, the contents were anything 

es of seeds. It was an instruction manual on handling of explosives, bomb making 

etc. It has since passed to a local museum for safe keeping. If one drives down   South  Green 

Road towards the  Wild Life Trust  one may notice a  pond on the right hand side

left hand right angle bend. This was the result of an early attempt at exploding a bomb.

“Buller” Abbott Green: James McNair and daughter: Harry Harrington. 

                                                                       
Sykes Fighting Knife  Seed Catalogue 1939

The local unit was highly secret & they had their hideouts n underground chambers in 

& in old World War 1 butts on Jagger's farm..  Another 

hideout had been at the West side of the copse opposite the Whalebone Inn on Plane Tree 

Farm. Post war a set of badgers took over their HQ at Ballast Quay until it was ultimately 

The Commanding Officer of this unit was Fingringhoe farmer Geoffrey "Buller" 

Abbott Green. "Buller" had been a Lieutenant with the Lancashire Fusiliers in World War 1. 

Harry Harrington, 

who worked for "Buller", and served with this unit until his death. Harry had served in WW1 

as a stretcher bearer with the Royal Field Artillery. Harry died of Leukaemia on the 7
th
 June 

1 Harry had joined up in 1915 and 

member of this group was James McNair shown below with his daughter. The 

daughter produced a copy of a seed catalogue for 1939. However, the contents were anything 

es of seeds. It was an instruction manual on handling of explosives, bomb making 

etc. It has since passed to a local museum for safe keeping. If one drives down   South  Green 

Road towards the  Wild Life Trust  one may notice a  pond on the right hand side at the first 

left hand right angle bend. This was the result of an early attempt at exploding a bomb. 

 

Harry Harrington. 

                                                                       
Seed Catalogue 1939
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Items in the seed catalogue 
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KILLED BY ROBBERS 8 December 1944 

 

BI��EY, Ralph Douglas.  Captain: Royal Navy: H.M.S. Yeoman. Aged: 56 Date of Death: 

08/12/1944 Awards: C B E  

 A somewhat different kind of story involves a Naval Captain facing 2 armed thieves. 

He was Ralph Douglas 4th son of T.G. Binney, late of Guisnes Court, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

Essex. He had married (1918, Kensington district, Greater London) Ruth Frances Livingstone 

Learmonth; (one son Lt. David Binney killed in action, 1943), one daughter. Education: 

Cordwalles, Maidenhead 15.05.1903 joined RN (HMS Britannia). He was born 14.10.1888 

Cookham, Berkshire    

Career: - Acting Sub. Lt. 15.11.1907? : Sub Lt. 17.09.1908, seniority 15.11.1907.                   

Lt. 28.10.1909, seniority 15.11.1908 :Lt. Commander. 15.11.1916 ~Cdr. 31.12.1920 (retired 

21.10.1934): Captain. (retired) 21.10.1934: Awarded CBE 11.06.1942 HM's birthday.  

1914-1918 War served 05.04.1917 - (01.1919) Gunnery Officer, HMS Collingwood 

(battleship): 14.08.1923 - (01.1925) HMAS Cerberus (for duty at Navy Office) [lent to 

RAN]:05.04.1926 - (07.1927) HMS Royal Sovereign (battleship) (Mediterranean): 

15.03.1928 - (08.1929) for duty with Commodore Hong Kong [HMS Tamar]: (04.1930) no 

appointment listed: 26.09.1930 - (02.1931) Commanding Officer, HMS Marshal Soult 

(monitor): 17.11.1931 - (01.1934) Assistant to Director of Naval Ordnance, Admiralty :1934 

- 1939 served in navy of Columbia, South America:1939? in charge of harbour defences, 

Gallipoli:(04.1940) no appointment listed: 09.06.1940 - 11.06.1942 Flag Captain, HMS Nile 

(RN base, Alexandria): (08.1942) no appointment listed: 30.01.1943 - 08.12.1944 Chief of 

Staff to Flag Officer-in-Charge, London [HMS Yeoman] 

 

CBE; 1914-1915 Star; 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal; 1939-1945 Star; 

Africa STAR; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

The Binney Memorial Medal for British citizens who display greatest courage in support of 

law and order within the areas under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan and City of London 

Police is named after Capt. Binney   

  



Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 1. Cemetery: GOLDERS 

GREEN CREMATORIUM  Commemorated at TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY

ROWHEDGE IRO� WORKS

 The Iron Works had lost 3 men in World War 1. They were heavily involved in the 

building and repair work on vessels required by the Navy

from Fingringhoe, who worked in the Design Office related the 2 followi

THE U�SI�KABLE SUBMARI�ES

These were wooden submarines. 

There were no plans to help the designers and they used a newspaper picture of a British 

submarine taken in Norway as a guide, carefully measuring off the relative dimensions with 

callipers.  

They even had life like tailors dummies dressed as sailors on the conning tower. 

They were anchored off Harwich in an area away from the normal sub parking area. 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 1. Cemetery: GOLDERS 

Commemorated at TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY 

IRO� WORKS 

The Iron Works had lost 3 men in World War 1. They were heavily involved in the 

building and repair work on vessels required by the Navy in both wars. The late Peter Simons 

from Fingringhoe, who worked in the Design Office related the 2 following stories

THE U�SI�KABLE SUBMARI�ES 

(c) �ottage Institute 

submarines. There were 4 wooden decoy submarines built at Rowhedge. 

There were no plans to help the designers and they used a newspaper picture of a British 

orway as a guide, carefully measuring off the relative dimensions with 

They even had life like tailors dummies dressed as sailors on the conning tower. 

They were anchored off Harwich in an area away from the normal sub parking area. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 1. Cemetery: GOLDERS 

 

The Iron Works had lost 3 men in World War 1. They were heavily involved in the 

. The late Peter Simons 

ng stories 

 

decoy submarines built at Rowhedge. 

There were no plans to help the designers and they used a newspaper picture of a British 

orway as a guide, carefully measuring off the relative dimensions with 

They even had life like tailors dummies dressed as sailors on the conning tower.  

They were anchored off Harwich in an area away from the normal sub parking area.  
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They proved mutually beneficial the decoys allowed the Germans to practice their dive 

bomber skills plus allowed our AA gunners practice shooting down German dive bombers. 

What are more the Germans concentrated on the decoys leaving the real submarines alone. 

THE R�LI LIFEBOAT “GUIDE” 

 

She was built in 1940 and the varnish was not yet dry when an urgent order was 

received to launch her in the middle of the night. Peter Simons and other members of staff 

duly reported to the yard and checked she was fully equipped and moved her out to mid 

channel so that she as ready to go to sea with the morning tide. 

The crew duly arrived by train. She was manned by a crew drawn from the towns of 

Walton and Frinton in Essex, under naval command. At Dunkirk she was badly damaged by 

machine-gun fire and, during her work off the beaches, a rope got round her propeller. She 

was towed back to England stern first and when a naval party boarded her, they found her 

exhausted crew fast asleep down below.  

On her second trip across the Channel, she was hit by shellfire and had to return to her 

builders, Rowhedge Iron Works in Colchester, for extensive repairs.  

A self-righting lifeboat, of light construction for launching from the beach, she had 

been funded by the Girl Guides Association. Her name pays tribute both to her benefactors 

and to her heroic baptism. After Dunkirk, she served at Cadgwith Cove, Cornwall until John 

Moor bought her when she came out of service in 1963. Being a local man himself, he 

remembers the day she arrived and he had relatives who were among her crew. He changed 

her name to Girl Guide, but did not make any structural alterations. He now uses her at 

Mevagissey where she is a workboat and, with her handsome red and blue livery and her 

proud nameplate, a tourist attraction during the summer season.  

Her details were: - Length: 35 ft 6 INS: Beam: 9 ft 8 INS: Draft: 2ft 9ins: Displacement: 8 

tons: Engine: 72hp Diesel: Construction: Double-diagonal Builder: Rowhedge Iron Works 

Year Built: 1940  



THE HOME GUARD 

The Home Guard supported the Military on the marshes watching for any enemy 

landings and dealing with crashed aircraft. They maintained a watch on the reservoir in case 

German Sea planes landed there. For a time the reservoir was mined but the mines had to be 

cleared when they became iced in and so a threat to the dam.

Peldon Home 

Back Row 1. Edgar Reynolds, 2. Vic Sheldrake L/Cpl

Bert Inman, 6. John Starling, 7. Bob Brand 
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Guard supported the Military on the marshes watching for any enemy 

landings and dealing with crashed aircraft. They maintained a watch on the reservoir in case 

landed there. For a time the reservoir was mined but the mines had to be 

ed when they became iced in and so a threat to the dam. 

Peldon Home Guard source Peldon Rose 

Back Row 1. Edgar Reynolds, 2. Vic Sheldrake L/Cpl, 3. Will Nicholas, 4. Bruce Rainbird, 5. 

6. John Starling, 7. Bob Brand L/Cpl. 8. Phil Nicholas. 9. Ted

Guard supported the Military on the marshes watching for any enemy 

landings and dealing with crashed aircraft. They maintained a watch on the reservoir in case 

landed there. For a time the reservoir was mined but the mines had to be 

 

 

. Will Nicholas, 4. Bruce Rainbird, 5. 

9. Ted Martin L/Cpl. 
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Centre Row: 1. R. Strahl 2. Charlie Mason 3. James Purtell 4. Bert Day 5. Charlie Haines 

6.Billy Mason 7. Luther Smith 8. George Talbot 9. Charlie Lapwood. 

Front Row: 1 Bill Osborne Sgt. 2. Bunny Unwin Sgt. 3. Leo Smith Lt. 4. Basil Pullen 1st Lt. 

5. Les Mole Sgt. 6.George Coates Sgt. 6. Bob Ponder Cpl. 

 

SARGEA�T, Charles Henry. Rifle Brigade & subsequently Essex Home Guard. Died 13th October 

1940 after a short illness. Aged 59 Service Number 7031:  Company Sergeant Major 

 

He served in the Rifle Brigade in the First World War and served 21 years in all in the Army. During 

World War 2, he was Second in Command of the local company of the Home Guard. He was the 

licensee of the White Lion Hotel. The funeral took place on Wednesday 16th October 1940 at the new 

section of the Donyland Burial Ground following a Service at Saint Lawrence's, Rowhedge. His 

coffin was draped in the Union Flag and conveyed on a gun carriage.  The Home Guard provided a 

Guard of Honour at the service & graveside. A cavalry unit provided the trumpeter & the firing party. 

 

The White Lion Hotel Rowhedge at the corner of Regent  & High Streets 
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 His medals for WW1 are listed at the PRO Kew in 1914-1920 Catalogue reference WO 372/17. As a 

member of the "Old Contemptibles", he would have earned the Mons Star, also War Medal & Victory 

Medal from WW1, the Army Long Service & Good Conduct Medal & the Defence Medal from 

WW2. He is not listed in the 1901 Census, while younger members of the family residing in 

Fingringhoe are shown & may well have been overseas possibly in South Africa.  

 

GRU�DY, Samuel Herbert Percival. Captain General List: Age: 58 Date of Death: 

22/06/1944 Service No: 246265  

He was the son of Tom and Kate Grundy, husband of Sarah Lallie Grundy, of Violet 

Road, Bassett, Hampshire.  Captain Grundy was the Quarter Master for an Infantry Training 

Unit attached to the 18th Battalion Essex Regiment Home Guard. He was a native of 

Nottingham. He had joined the Army at the age of 16 & had been twice wounded in the First 

World War.   

His son George Alexander also died on Service. He was a Lance Corporal in 

the Royal Engineers, 19 Field Survey Company.  He was aged 24 & died 20/07/1942 in Iraq, 

where he is buried His Service Number was 1872453  

Samuel was killed whilst rabbit shooting in the area between Manwood Tye & 

Abberton Lodge. Private Henry Arthur Jones of the Somerset Light Infantry was charged 

with his murder, which involved the use of a sten gun. Jones had broken into another man's 

locker and stolen 15 shillings the previous evening, while the rest were on an exercise. 

Unable to face his friends the next day, he had gone absent without leave taking the sten and 

2 full magazines. When challenged by Captain Grundy he had panicked and shot him. Jones 

was ultimately found guilty of "Manslaughter" & received a 15 year sentence.  
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Sec. B. Div. B. Grave 104. Cemetery: 

COLCHESTER CEMETERY 

 

From the above map showing aircraft crashes in our area it is apparent that there was aerial combat 

here. 

BATTLE OF BRITAI� 1940 

During the Battle of Britain and the attacks on the East Coast shipping, the battle raged in the sky 

overhead. The parishes were only 70 miles from German airfields in Occupied Holland. As a result, 

there were several planes, both Allied and German, brought down in the villages and in the Pyefleet 
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Channel that separates us from our neighbours on Mersea Island. Sadly not all the crews were saved. 

Although there were British and Allied troops stationed on the marshes, the Home Guard and other 

Civil Defence Units were often involved in dealing with crashes. The following are just 2 of the 

stories of the air war, as it affected the villages and just some of those, who died on our doorstep:- 

ABBERTO� RESERVOIR on the 24th August 1940 

 

Abberton Reservoir seen from the tower of Saint Andrew's church. The tower was used as a Home 

Guard Observation Post. 

 The following information is taken from the RAF report on the debriefing of the German pilot. 

A Heinkel He 111, Al+/R, of 9/KG53 left from Lille in France at 1500 hours and joined a force of 

bombers attacking Hornchurch Aerodrome. The plane dropped 16 x 50 kilo bombs at Hornchurch 

and was caught over Abberton on the return flight by 2 RAF planes, which shot into and stopped the 

left engine. Sergeant W. Dymond of 111 Squadron had hit the engine. The Heinkel flew around on one 

engine and tried to make cloud cover. However, the second plane, a Defiant of 264 Squadron flown 

by Pilot Officer M. H. Young and Sergeant L. P. Russell delivered a second attack, which set fire to 

and completely riddled the aircraft -the pilot estimated 600 strikes. The three men in the rear of the 

aircraft were all wounded. The observer went back to attend to them but did not return. All the 

controls were damaged and the pilot and observer bailed out. The aircraft crashed on the far side of 

the reservoir and the badly charred of three bodies were recovered from the wreckage. The observer 

was posted as "missing" and subsequently as "Killed in Action". His parachute was found near the 

crashed plane but at the time it was believed he fell into the reservoir and drowned. The three 

recovered from the plane were buried in the Military plot at Colchester Cemetery on the 30th August. 

They were: -  

Unteroffizier Alfred Kramer, Feldwebel Enrich Salomo and Erwin Gleissner. 

At the same, time another 4 German airmen, who had been killed near Colchester on the 26th August 

were buried in the same ceremony. They were Unteroffizier Herbert Heinrich and Oberfeldwebel Kurt 

Rosler at Great Tey:   and at Great Bentley, Unteroffizier Paul $ick & Feldwebel Werner Opper 

The service was performed at the graveside, by the Reverend W. J. Heaton M.A. (Chaplin to His 

Majesty's Forces) (reference 2). Post war, these 7, along with many other German casualties were 

transferred from our local churchyards and cemeteries to the Cannock Chase German War Cemetery 

in Staffordshire.  

The crew of the Heinkel 111 brought down at Abberton were:- 



Alfred Kramer was born 14th April 1917. He is buried at Block 5 row 7 grave 163 at Cannock 

Chase. 

Erich Salomo was born 30th June 1920. He is buried Block 9, row 5, and grave 27.

While Erwin Gleissner was born 8th July 1916 is buried in Block 5, row, grave 164.

Their observer was Major de Reserve Karl Waldemar Ritscherle

commemorated at Cannock Chase. His body was

Colchester Cemetery as Erich Salomo

Karl was born 1st May 1898 in Karlsruhe, Baden and was a war hero from 

the First World War. He joined as a sixteen year old on the 5th September 1914 and served on the 

Eastern Front for 2 years with the 1 Badisches Lieb

the Iron Cross 2nd Class on the 6th September 1916. He subsequently became an aerial gunner with 

Schutzstaffel 8 on 16th April 1917. He won the Iron Cross 1st C

8th December was awarded Baden's

December and became a pilot on 22nd June 1918. He flew Fokker DV11s with the Royal Prussian 

Jagdstaffel 60, where he had a furthe

victories. Overall he is listed with 8 victories. On the 18th September 1918, Karl was awarded the 

Knight's Cross with Swords of the Order of the Zahringer Lion from Baden. Karl was not a member 

of the official crew of the Heinkel 111 but was flying as a passenger on the raid on which he died in 

1940.  

Knight's Cross with Swords of the Order of the Zahringer Lion from Baden.  WW1 IRON CROSS 

First Class. Baden's Silver Verdienst

On 16 October 1959, an agreement was concluded by the governments of the United 

Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany concerning the future care of the graves of 

German nationals who lost their lives in the United Kingdom during the two World Wars. 

The agreement provided for the transfer to a central cemetery in the United Kingdom of all 

graves which were not situated in cemeteries and plots of Commonwealth war graves 
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was born 14th April 1917. He is buried at Block 5 row 7 grave 163 at Cannock 

was born 30th June 1920. He is buried Block 9, row 5, and grave 27.

was born 8th July 1916 is buried in Block 5, row, grave 164.

Major de Reserve Karl Waldemar Ritscherle, 69041/19. His name is 

commemorated at Cannock Chase. His body was recovered and was found in the same grave at 

Erich Salomo, when they moved the bodies to Cannock Chase in 1963. 

Karl was born 1st May 1898 in Karlsruhe, Baden and was a war hero from 

the First World War. He joined as a sixteen year old on the 5th September 1914 and served on the 

Eastern Front for 2 years with the 1 Badisches Lieb- Dragoner- Regiment Nr.20. Karl was awarded 

the Iron Cross 2nd Class on the 6th September 1916. He subsequently became an aerial gunner with 

Schutzstaffel 8 on 16th April 1917. He won the Iron Cross 1st Class on the 15th November and on the 

8th December was awarded Baden's Silver Verdienst-Medaille. Karl was commissioned on 27th 

December and became a pilot on 22nd June 1918. He flew Fokker DV11s with the Royal Prussian 

Jagdstaffel 60, where he had a further 4 planes and an Observation Balloon added to his list of 

victories. Overall he is listed with 8 victories. On the 18th September 1918, Karl was awarded the 

Knight's Cross with Swords of the Order of the Zahringer Lion from Baden. Karl was not a member 

the official crew of the Heinkel 111 but was flying as a passenger on the raid on which he died in 

Knight's Cross with Swords of the Order of the Zahringer Lion from Baden.  WW1 IRON CROSS 

Silver Verdienst-Medaille 

tober 1959, an agreement was concluded by the governments of the United 

Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany concerning the future care of the graves of 

German nationals who lost their lives in the United Kingdom during the two World Wars. 

ment provided for the transfer to a central cemetery in the United Kingdom of all 

graves which were not situated in cemeteries and plots of Commonwealth war graves 

was born 14th April 1917. He is buried at Block 5 row 7 grave 163 at Cannock 

was born 30th June 1920. He is buried Block 9, row 5, and grave 27. 

was born 8th July 1916 is buried in Block 5, row, grave 164. 

, 69041/19. His name is 

recovered and was found in the same grave at 

, when they moved the bodies to Cannock Chase in 1963.    

Karl was born 1st May 1898 in Karlsruhe, Baden and was a war hero from 

the First World War. He joined as a sixteen year old on the 5th September 1914 and served on the 

Regiment Nr.20. Karl was awarded 

the Iron Cross 2nd Class on the 6th September 1916. He subsequently became an aerial gunner with 

lass on the 15th November and on the 

Medaille. Karl was commissioned on 27th 

December and became a pilot on 22nd June 1918. He flew Fokker DV11s with the Royal Prussian 

r 4 planes and an Observation Balloon added to his list of 

victories. Overall he is listed with 8 victories. On the 18th September 1918, Karl was awarded the 

Knight's Cross with Swords of the Order of the Zahringer Lion from Baden. Karl was not a member 

the official crew of the Heinkel 111 but was flying as a passenger on the raid on which he died in 

 

Knight's Cross with Swords of the Order of the Zahringer Lion from Baden.  WW1 IRON CROSS 

tober 1959, an agreement was concluded by the governments of the United 

Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany concerning the future care of the graves of 

German nationals who lost their lives in the United Kingdom during the two World Wars. 

ment provided for the transfer to a central cemetery in the United Kingdom of all 

graves which were not situated in cemeteries and plots of Commonwealth war graves 
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maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in situ. Following this 

agreement, the German War Graves Commission (Volksbund Deutsche 

Kriegsgraberfursorge) made arrangements to transfer the graves of German servicemen and 

civilian internees of both wars from scattered burial grounds to the new cemetery established 

at Cannock Chase. The inauguration and dedication of this cemetery, which contains almost 

5,000 German and Austrian graves, took place in June 1967. No. of Identified Casualties: 

4858 

 

A STRA�GER COMES FOR BREAKFAST 

29th October 1940 

     A German Messerschmitt 109, belonging to 11/LG2, was shot down in flames into the river 

Blackwater close to our neighbours Peldon. The identity of the pilot is believed to have been Brno 

von Schenk. His body was recovered from the beach some 4 days later at Southend.  The plane had 

been shot down by either Sergeant Stroud or Pilot Officer Millington of 111 Squadron RAF. Almost 

simultaneously, another ME 109 of 4/LG2, coded 3X+N Werke number 5593, was shot down by a 

Polish Pilot, Michal Maciejowski, also of 111 Squadron RAF. 

 

Harmerling's plane on show 
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The German pilot, Oberfeldwebel Josef Harmeling managed to land in the fields around Wick 

Farm, Langenhoe. He was wounded and survived to become a POW He was captured by the local 

gamekeeper, Jum (short for Jumbo) Brown, who was a private in the Essex Home Guard & Jum's 

sister, Christmas Debnam. He took his rifle and rushed over 2 fields to the plane, where he called on 

Harmeling to surrender.  Fortunately Harmeling did, for although Jum was a crack shot. Jum's rifle 

was not loaded.  Jum prevented him from setting fire to the plane and as a result a complete plane 

with all its ammunition fell into British hands. Jum took Harmeling home for breakfast. When he had 

finished his breakfast, Jum marched him across to the local Regular Army detachment. Jum said that 

when Harmeling crashed, the British plane followed him down to see that he landed alright and that 

the 2 pilots waved to each other. Jum was awarded a Certificate by the Home Guard in recognition of 

his bravery in single handed sorting out the capture of plane and pilot. 

Josef the pilot of ME 109 presented his forage cap to Christmas Debnam, who was Jum's elder sister.   

 After passing into captivity, he was sent to Glasgow where with some 1000 other Germans 

he was sent by sea to Canada. He spent time in several POW camps and was assigned to several work 

units. He says the treatment, accommodation & provisions were good. Post war he was sent to 

England to work. He was repatriated to Germany in July 1947. 

He married in May 1965 & had a daughter in 1968 plus a granddaughter in 2003.He lived in 

Bersenbruck, Germany. Below is Josef aged 90 years & the cap he gave to Christmas. 

 

 

Jum Brown on his Wedding Day 
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Post war he kept in touch with the Brown’s exchanging Christmas cards. The following is a 

translation of a letter (*) by Josef Harmeling describing his ordeal Here is an account of my sortie on 

29th October 1940, on which date I became a prisoner of war in England. 

It was late in the afternoon, about 1700 hours (local time) when about 40 Messerschmitts Bf 109's of 

my Gruppe took off from Calais/Marck airfield. We headed on a course for London and reached the 

English coast at about 6,000 metres. 

Our Gruppe's objective was an airfield to the north-east of London ($orth Weald). This was a 

diversionary feint attack about 20 kilometres from the primary target and we took the opportunity to 

descend to about 4-500 metres for the attack. 

It was at this altitude that we struck at the target with bombs and our fixed armament and it was 

during this low-level attack that I received a hit in the radiator system, presumably from the ground 

defences. The result was that the coolant temperature rose quickly and the motor commenced losing 

revs. With alarming speed. However, I sought to gain height, in case I had to get out in an emergency. 

Soon after this two British fighters, a Spitfire and a Hurricane attacked me and I was unfortunately 

wounded in the head and right arm whilst at an altitude of about 80 metres. 

Eye witnesses later reported that my machine burned where it came to rest in a rural area near 

Colchester. After my (pancake) landing I summoned my strength to jump out of my aircraft and 

attempt to destroy it but some British soldiers intervened. By now I had recovered and took the 

opportunity to thank those who helped me. They were, to me, safety- although enemies, those who first 

gave me aid. The Doctor who removed a fragment of metal from my person also treated me in an 

exemplary manner...  signed Josef Harmeling 

O� REMEMBRA�CE SU�DAY THE �AMES OF OUR OW� FALLE� ARE READ 

OUT AT SAI�T A�DREW’S ABBERTO�. THE 2 BRITISH PILOTS A�D 8 GERMA�S 

KILLED HERE I� THE BATTLE OF BRITAI� ARE ALSO READ. 

 

AFTER OVER 60 YEARS WAIT THE GOVER�ME�T REMEMBERS THEM 

 

All those who served our country in Bomber Command and on the Arctic Convoys deserve 

nothing but the utmost respect and admiration from us.  Veterans’ minister Mark Francois in 2013 
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The double rainbow perhaps indicating that the tears brought by two World Wars are 

hopefully a thing of the past.    Fields at Langenhoe  

 

PLEASE NOTE that we obtained special dispensation from a number of agencies including the CWGC 

and the War Graves photographic project regarding copyright on their material used in this book. The IWM 

have granted a non commercial licence for their material used in this book. This was granted in view of the 

nature of the book being commemorative rather than published for commercial reasons. 

(C) NOTE THEIR COPYRIGHT STILL REMAINS ON THIS MATERIAL USED ELSEWHERE!!!  

 


