
Autumn newsletter 2018

This  summer’s  exhibition  and  events  have
been  very  successful  and  well  attended.   Many
thanks  to  our  members  and  friends  who  have
supported the museum in so many ways.

The  most  recent  event  was  the  opening  of  the
Mersea Barrow during the national  Heritage Open
Days in September.  Nearly 200 people came along,
their  comments  were  favourable,  and  £118  was
received in donations.

The first  event of the autumn will  be a talk on the
subject  of  the  Martello  Towers  of  Essex,  subtitled
“keeping the French from the shore”, and this will be
given by one of our popular regular speakers, Peter
Jones.   The  date  is  Friday  19th October,  the  time
7.30  p.m.   As  usual,  there  is  a  concessionary
admission  fee  of  £3  for  museum  members,  while
non-members are asked to pay £5.  

The  November  talk  is  on  Friday  16th November,
when  Alan  Skinner  will  talk  about  the  history  of
Greyfriars in Colchester.

Some more dates for your diary: the museum’s art
and crafts show will be held over the weekend of 23
to  25th  November  (10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.)  with  the
preview evening on Thursday 22 November.  There
is  always  a  good  range  of  artwork  and  crafts  on
display, most of which are available to purchase.

Once  again  the  resource  centre  will  be  open  on
alternate Saturdays throughout the museum’s closed
season, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with free admission
and everyone welcome.  This is the ideal opportunity
to  look  through  some  of  the  museum’s  many
photographs,  perhaps trawl  through some data for
research,  or  begin  to  find  out  more  about  your
Mersea  ancestors.   The  first  opening  will  be  on
Saturday  6th October,  and  there  will  be  a  special
Christmas  event  in  the  resource  centre  on  15th

December.

If  you  are  not  already  a  museum  member,  do
consider joining.  Subscription is just £5 per year or
£50 for life membership, and membership helps to
support the museum while also saving members the
cost  of  museum  admission  during  the  exhibition.

Lists  of  members  plus  their  addresses and e-mail
details  (if  they  have  provided  those)  are  kept  on
secure and confidential files and are not passed on
to any third party.

The museum’s Annual General Meeting will be held
on  Friday  15th March,  when  there  will  be  the
opportunity to learn more about the museum and its
activities.

The museum committee would be pleased to hear
from anyone who feels able to help with the running
of the museum in any way, even if only occasionally
– every little helps!

Help needed in the shop. 

The shop is an important source of income for the 
museum and we are looking for an active volunteer 
to assist manager Vicki Packard on an occasional 
basis to help with things such as stocktaking. There  
are no set days or hours but someone who could be 
available at short notice would be ideal. If you could 
help or would like more information, contact Vicki on 
381426 or   vicki@packard.co.uk 
 
Bronze Age boards
You may be wondering what has happened to the 
big hole in the museum floor. It is still there, covered 
up and awaiting the Bronze Age boards which are 
now undergoing freeze drying in Portsmouth. It is 
taking longer than we expected but we hope to have 
them in place for next season,
along with the artefacts found by the CITiZAN team 
when they examined the foreshore last summer.

Finally, here’s wishing everyone a happy Christmas
and a healthy and peaceful New Year.

If you need more information about the museum and its
activities,  try  looking  at  the  museum’s  website:
www.merseamuseum.org.u  k  
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MUSEUM WINTER PROGRAMME 2018 -  2019

Saturday  6th  October 10am-1pm Resource Centre open
Friday  19th October 7.30pm Talk ‘Martello Towers of Essex’ by Peter Jones 
Saturday 20th  October 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
 
Saturday   3rd  November 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Friday 16th November 7.30pm Talk ‘The History of Greyfriars – Colchester”
                                                              by Alan Skinner
Saturday 17th November 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Thursday 22nd November Art Show Preview evening 
Fri, Sat, Sun 23rd,  24th &  25th  10am -5pm Art & Craft Show 
Saturday 1st  December 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 15th December 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 12th January 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Friday 18th January 7.30pm Talk ‘Aspects of Iron Age & Roman Colchester’ 

 by Patrick Denney
Saturday 26th January 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 9th February        10am -1pm   Resource Centre open 
Friday 15th February 7.30pm Talk ‘Wind & Water, the history of milling’  by 

by Peter Jones
Saturday 23rd  February 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 9th March 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Friday 15th March 7.30pm Talk ‘Mediaeval Colchester’  by Sue Howlett and 

AGM 


