
Autumn newsletter 2017

Once  again  summer  is  over,  and  we  have  to

report that this has been another very successful season,

culminating in the award of the VAQAS Tudor Rose. This

is a mark of Visit England’s approval of the museum as a

visitor attraction of high quality, and is something we strive

for  each year,  as  it  introduces  the  museum to  a  wider

audience  and  shows  that  a  good  all-round  standard  is

being achieved. 

Other  exciting  news  this  year  has  been  the  finding  of

timbers  from  an  ancient  walkway  off  the  East  Mersea

beach, excavated and researched by the archaeological

group  CITiZAN,  which  specialises  in  areas  where

exceptionally low tides reveal  historic  finds.  The boards

are  believed  to  be  Bronze  Age  and  research  suggests

they  date  from  not  before  952  B.C.  It  is  believed  the

boards were part of a walkway used in the days when the

Blackwater was a mere stream, and they possibly gave

access across the water to the Bradwell area. It has been

agreed  that  the  boards  should  be  retained  in  Mersea

Museum, on show to the public, and a fund has now been

set  up  to  raise  money towards  their  permanent  lighted

display  in  a  pit  under  the  Museum  floor  with  a  glass

covering.   Work  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  next

summer’s exhibition.  Some funding has been acquired

via grants and gifts, but it is hoped that members of the

public  and  perhaps  local  businesses  might  like  to

contribute  to  the  preservation  of  these  interesting

artefacts. Details are on line at www.merseamuseum.org.uk or

pick up a leaflet at the museum.

The 2017 summer exhibition has proved very popular with

locals  and  visitors  alike,  highlighting  events  in  years

ending in 7.  

The  special  display  of  memorabilia  connected  with  the

late  Peggy  Fortnum  (of  Paddington  Bear  fame)  was

especially popular with visitors.  The last day of the 2017

exhibition is  Sunday 1 October  and the 2018 exhibition

will run from 28 April until 30 September. During the winter

months, the museum continues to be busy, with a series

of  Friday  evening  talks,  resource  centre  open  days,  a

couple of art shows, regular meetings of local societies,

and  the  fund-raising  autumn  fair.   We  do  hope  that

members  and  friends  will  continue  to  support  these

events,  which  not  only  entertain  and  inform  but  also

introduce people to the museum and help to increase the

museum’s funds.  Details are available on the below or via

the website.

When the museum was first  built,  founder  Stanley Hills

saw it as something of a village hall as well as a museum,

serving the community as a social centre. Today, just over

forty  years  later,  it  does  perform that  function  in  many

ways,  welcoming  islanders  and  villagers  to  events  or

simply  to  come  along  and  ask  questions,  look  at  the

artefacts  and  photographs,  and  enjoy  the  atmosphere.

Committee  members  look  forward  to  welcoming  YOU

along! Meanwhile, if you need more information about the

museum  and  its  activities,  try  looking  at  the  museum’s

website:  www.merseamuseum.org.uk

MUSEUM WINTER PROGRAMME 2017 -  2018

Saturday   7th  October 10am-1pm Resource Centre open
Friday  20th October 7.30pm Talk ‘Essex Earthquakes’ by Peter Jones 
Saturday 21st October 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 28th October 10.30am-1.30pm Museum’s Autumn Fair 
Saturday   4th November 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Friday 17th November 7.30pm Talk ‘The Art and History of Stained 
                                                                   Glass’ by Christopher Parkinson 
Saturday 18th November 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Thursday 23rd November Art Show Preview evening 
Fri, Sat, Sun 24th,  25th &  26th  10am -5pm Art Show 
Saturday 2nd December 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 13th January 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Friday  19th January 7.30pm Talk ‘The Golden Age of Picture     
                                                                   Postcards’ talk by Patrick Denney 
Saturday 27th January 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 10th February        10am -1pm   Resource Centre open 
Friday 16th February 7.30pm Talk ‘The 1945 Steam Tug Brent at 
                                                                    Maldon’ by Steam Tug Brent Trust 
Saturday 24th February 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Saturday 10th March 10am -1pm Resource Centre open 
Friday 16th March 7.30pm Talk ‘Religion and Revolution—Mersea 
                                              in the 17th Century’ by Sue Howlett and 

AGM 


