
Autumn newsletter 2016
This has been another busy and successful

summer for  the museum, with the bonus of  many
people coming through the doors who have never
been before!

There  were  three  “mini-exhibitions”  during
the  summer.  The  first  involved  children  from  the
local  school,  under  the  direction  of  the  museum’s
David Nicholls and the teaching staff, creating lovely
plaster casts using natural objects such as leaves.
This  made  a  very  attractive  and  well-presented
display.

  Museum chairman Joanne Godfrey takes
particular pride in the museum’s collection of vintage
clothes  and  accessories,  and  as  usual  there  was
plenty of interest in these when they were shown in
July. A local resident kindly loaned her collection of
evening bags to add further interest to the display.   

There was wide interest in the mini-exhibition
held  at the beginning of September, when the life
and  work  of  the  late  Mrs  Margaret  Nuttall-Smith
(better  known  as  professional  illustrator  Peggy
Fortnum) was celebrated in a weekend exhibition in
the museum.  This talented lady lived on the island
for  many  years,  and  was  living  in  Hall  Barn  just
before her death,  aged 96,  earlier  this year.   She
illustrated many books, but was perhaps best known
for bringing to life the delightful Paddington Bear.

There  may  be  more  of  these  extra
exhibitions  during  the  winter,  so  do  look  out  for
details.  Meanwhile, already planned is the annual
autumn fair on Saturday 29th October (10.30 a.m. to
1.30  p.m.),  the  art  exhibition  (25th  to  27th
November) and the series of Friday talks. The first
talk is on 21st October this year, with Jess Jephcott
talking  about  Colchester  pubs.   On  Friday  18th
November the speaker is Alexander Bass, and his
subject  is  the  river  Colne,  from  source  to  sea.
Everyone  is  welcome to  come along  to  the talks.
Admission is £3 for museum members, £5 for non-
members, and talks start at 7.30 p.m.

The Saturday afternoon history walks were
this year held every month and caused considerable
interest and enjoyment, though numbers were lower
than usual.

Once  again  our  members  opened  up  the
Mersea  Barrow over  one  weekend  as  part  of  the
national Heritage Open Days weekend. Turnout was
disappointing  on  the  first  day,  because  of  poor
weather, but some 180 visitors came over the two
days of the event.

Finally,  just  a  reminder  that  the  resource
centre  will  again  be  open  on  selected  Saturdays

during the winter, from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.  The first
are 8th and 22nd October, 5th and 19th November,
and 10th December.  Again, everyone is welcome,
and on resource centre days admission is free.

More Volunteers Needed

Could you help Mersea Museum? We currently have
vacancies  for  a  Treasurer  and  a  Membership
Secretary. The latter post could even suit two people
working  together  and  involves  maintaining  the
database  of  museum  members,  organising  the
annual collection of subscriptions before the AGM in
March,  and  dealing  with  enquiries  from  potential
new members. There would be plenty of scope for
you to bring in your own ideas.

Although the museum is now closed for the
winter,  we  are  always  looking  for  people  to  be
attendants  during the summer  season.  You  would
always work with at least one other person and do
not need any special knowledge or commit to any
specific  number  of  hours.  We need people with a
friendly and welcoming manner and the ability to use
a simple electronic till (no card machines.)

We  would  also  like  to  hear  from  anyone
interested  in  joining  the  team  who  lead  our  local
history  walks  on  Saturday  afternoons  during  the
summer. If you have an enthusiasm for the island’s
history you will be given full training and support, as
of course will all the other positions.

Museum  Chairman  Joanne  Godfrey  says
“We  are  very  proud  of  what  our  museum  has
achieved  and  this  is  down  to  the  hard  work  and
dedication  of  our  committee  and  volunteers.
However, in common with many organisations we do
need to recruit more people in order to keep up the
standard and not expect existing helpers to take on
too many jobs.” 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  the  above
posts  and  would  like  to  have  an  informal  chat
without  obligation,  or  to  see a job  description,  we
would be delighted to hear from you. Please contact
Joanne  on  385872  or  email
joannegodfrey@eofl.co.uk 

mailto:joannegodfrey@eofl.co.uk


WINTER TALKS PROGRAMME   2016/17
all talks start at 7.30pm

Members  £3  and Non Members £5. AGM Free
Friday 21st October

“The Pubs of Colchester”   by
Jess Jephcott

Friday 18th November
       “The River Colne, from Source to Sea” by

Alexander Bass

Friday 20th January 2017
“To Fetch a Pail of Water”   by 

Patrick Denney

Friday 17th February
“The Ground beneath our Feet”  by

         Ian Mercer & Ross Smith

Friday 17th March
“Reformation and Revolution – the effect 
on Mersea of the conflict and upheaval in
Tudor & Stuart times”  by

Sue Howlett
To be followed by Museum  AGM

RESOURCE CENTRE OPENINGS
on SATURDAYS   10am till 1pm

8th   October

22nd October

5th   November

19th November

10th December

14th January 2017

28th January

11th February

25th February

11th March

Museum Annual General Meeting
will take place after the talk on

Friday 17th March 2017

EVENTS AT MUSEUM WINTER 2016

Friday – Sunday October 14th,  15th,  16th 

      from 10 am till 4pm each day

Totham Ten  Printmaking/Painting
Exhibition

Saturday 29th October
from 10.30am to 1.30pm

Museum's Autumn Fair

Friday – Sunday  November 25th, 26th, 27th

from 10 am till 5pm each day

Museum Art Show


