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1915 

This was the year that the Territorial Force filled the gaps 

the battles of 1914. They also were involved in new campaigns in the Middle East.

COPPI#, Albert Edward. He served as a 

Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment 84th Brigade, 28th Di

next of kin was given as Miss F. J. Coppin, of "Grasmere," Church Rd., Clacton

Essex. The CD "Soldiers Died in the Great War" shows that he was born in Old Heath & 

enlisted at Woolwich. 

 Albert was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned 

the 1914-1915 Star  

At the outbreak of war, the 1st Battalion were in Khartoum, Sudan. On 20 �ov 1907 

they had set sail for Malta, arriving there on 27 �ov. On 25 Ja

to Alexandria, arriving in Alexandria on 28 Jan. On 23 Jan 1912 they went from Alexandria 

to Cairo. In Feb 1914 they went from Cairo to Khartoum, where they were stationed at the 

outbreak of World War One. In Sept 1914 the 1st B

arrived in Liverpool on 23 Oct 1914. They then went to Lichfield, Staffs before going to 

Felixstowe on 17 �ov 1914 (they were allotted to 28th Div under Major Gen E S Bulfin). 

Three weeks later they went to Winchester, 

went to Southampton and set sail for France. They sailed to Havre on Jan 17 and

disembarked on Jan 18. On 2 Feb 1915 they went to Ypres, arriving shortly before midnight. 

They spent the next few months fighting

they had been in the Verbrandenmolen sector. 

February 9 the enemy shelled unremittingly one part or another of the Verbrandenmolen 

sector. The trenches held by the battalion were in a shocking state, those on the right being 

two feet deep in water. Battalion headquarters, despite the attention it had received from the 

enemy's artillery during the afternoon, remained intact. The next evening the battalion 

returned to Ypres and during the night of the 11th

the afternoon of February 15th 

ordered up towards evening to take over some temporary trenches, to the south of Y

west of the canal. These so-called trenches consisted of banks which did not provide any 

cover and ditches mostly waist
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This was the year that the Territorial Force filled the gaps in the Regular’s ranks caused by 

the battles of 1914. They also were involved in new campaigns in the Middle East.

 

He served as a Corporal with service number 7898  in the 1st 

Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment 84th Brigade, 28th Division Date of Death: 09/02/1915.His 

next of kin was given as Miss F. J. Coppin, of "Grasmere," Church Rd., Clacton

Essex. The CD "Soldiers Died in the Great War" shows that he was born in Old Heath & 

 

Albert was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned 

At the outbreak of war, the 1st Battalion were in Khartoum, Sudan. On 20 �ov 1907 

they had set sail for Malta, arriving there on 27 �ov. On 25 Jan 1911 they went from Malta 

to Alexandria, arriving in Alexandria on 28 Jan. On 23 Jan 1912 they went from Alexandria 

to Cairo. In Feb 1914 they went from Cairo to Khartoum, where they were stationed at the 

outbreak of World War One. In Sept 1914 the 1st Battalion were ordered home, and they 

arrived in Liverpool on 23 Oct 1914. They then went to Lichfield, Staffs before going to 

Felixstowe on 17 �ov 1914 (they were allotted to 28th Div under Major Gen E S Bulfin). 

Three weeks later they went to Winchester, where they stayed until 16 Jan 1915 when they 

went to Southampton and set sail for France. They sailed to Havre on Jan 17 and

On 2 Feb 1915 they went to Ypres, arriving shortly before midnight. 

They spent the next few months fighting in the Ypres salient..  During the month of February 

they had been in the Verbrandenmolen sector. The Official history says:-. "

February 9 the enemy shelled unremittingly one part or another of the Verbrandenmolen 

he battalion were in a shocking state, those on the right being 

two feet deep in water. Battalion headquarters, despite the attention it had received from the 

enemy's artillery during the afternoon, remained intact. The next evening the battalion 

to Ypres and during the night of the 11th-12th went into billets near Ouderdom.

the afternoon of February 15th after Albert had been killed, the 1st Suffolk regiment was 

ordered up towards evening to take over some temporary trenches, to the south of Y

called trenches consisted of banks which did not provide any 

cover and ditches mostly waist-deep in water. 'O' Trench had been captured by the enemy, 

in the Regular’s ranks caused by 

the battles of 1914. They also were involved in new campaigns in the Middle East. 

with service number 7898  in the 1st 

vision Date of Death: 09/02/1915.His 

next of kin was given as Miss F. J. Coppin, of "Grasmere," Church Rd., Clacton-on-Sea, 

Essex. The CD "Soldiers Died in the Great War" shows that he was born in Old Heath & 

Albert was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned 

At the outbreak of war, the 1st Battalion were in Khartoum, Sudan. On 20 �ov 1907 

n 1911 they went from Malta 

to Alexandria, arriving in Alexandria on 28 Jan. On 23 Jan 1912 they went from Alexandria 

to Cairo. In Feb 1914 they went from Cairo to Khartoum, where they were stationed at the 

attalion were ordered home, and they 

arrived in Liverpool on 23 Oct 1914. They then went to Lichfield, Staffs before going to 

Felixstowe on 17 �ov 1914 (they were allotted to 28th Div under Major Gen E S Bulfin). 

where they stayed until 16 Jan 1915 when they 

went to Southampton and set sail for France. They sailed to Havre on Jan 17 and 

On 2 Feb 1915 they went to Ypres, arriving shortly before midnight. 

During the month of February 

. "Throughout 

February 9 the enemy shelled unremittingly one part or another of the Verbrandenmolen 

he battalion were in a shocking state, those on the right being 

two feet deep in water. Battalion headquarters, despite the attention it had received from the 

enemy's artillery during the afternoon, remained intact. The next evening the battalion 

12th went into billets near Ouderdom.  On 

the 1st Suffolk regiment was 

ordered up towards evening to take over some temporary trenches, to the south of Ypres and 

called trenches consisted of banks which did not provide any 

deep in water. 'O' Trench had been captured by the enemy, 



 

 

but was now reported to have been retaken by the Buffs that evening. 

ordered to relieve the Buffs in this trench and hold it till morning. When they arrived, 

however, they learned from the Buffs that the main part of the trench was in the hands of the 

enemy. As they moved forward the front platoon of 'C' com

machine-gun fire. All attempts to get beyond this point failed and the company suffered heavy 

casualties during the rest of the night. By dawn all survivors had been taken prisoner. " 

reference:- :'History of the 12th (The 

and 'The History of The Suffolk Regiment, 1914

1901 Census shows:  A family comprising:

aged 11, Beatrice aged 12 all born in 

with their father George Coppin aged 36, who had

worked as a labourer in a brickfield. There is a younger brother Alfred Coppin

was born in East Donyland and sisters: 

moved about 1895 to East Donyland.

aunt; Annie Coppin, aged 30 born at Great Bromley and Elizabeth Coppin aged

Thorpe Le Soken . In the Second World War his nephews Robert Coppin died with the 

RAFVR & Stanley Neville with the Essex Regiment.

 His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IXA. K. 

6.HOOGE CRATER CEMETERY

THE BATTLE OF #EUVE CHAPELLE

ROHA#, Patrick Bernard.  He served as a Second Lieutenant in the King's Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry 2nd Battalion.13th Brigade, 5th Division He was aged 33 when killed in action 

on the 16/03/1915. 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Dublin as part of 13th Brig

Division. The Division was one of the first to land in France, and as part of II Corps, took the 

brunt of the early fighting at Mons and Le Cateau. He was killed in the prelude to the 

Divisional attack on Hill 60 between 17th  and 22nd April 1915.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

but was now reported to have been retaken by the Buffs that evening. 'C' company was 

ordered to relieve the Buffs in this trench and hold it till morning. When they arrived, 

however, they learned from the Buffs that the main part of the trench was in the hands of the 

enemy. As they moved forward the front platoon of 'C' company were stopped by grenade and 

gun fire. All attempts to get beyond this point failed and the company suffered heavy 

casualties during the rest of the night. By dawn all survivors had been taken prisoner. " 

:'History of the 12th (The Suffolk) Regiment, 1685-1913' by Lt Col E A H Webb 

and 'The History of The Suffolk Regiment, 1914-1927' by Lt Col C C R Murphy.

A family comprising:- Gertrude aged 6, Florence aged 7

aged 11, Beatrice aged 12 all born in Colchester and  living at Essex East Donyland together 

with their father George Coppin aged 36, who had  been born at St. Giles Colchester and 

worked as a labourer in a brickfield. There is a younger brother Alfred Coppin

and sisters: - Alice aged 1, Ethel aged 4. This suggests they 

moved about 1895 to East Donyland.  Also there are two ladies presumably the mother and 

Annie Coppin, aged 30 born at Great Bromley and Elizabeth Coppin aged

. In the Second World War his nephews Robert Coppin died with the 

RAFVR & Stanley Neville with the Essex Regiment. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IXA. K. 

6.HOOGE CRATER CEMETERY 

THE BATTLE OF #EUVE CHAPELLE 

 

He served as a Second Lieutenant in the King's Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry 2nd Battalion.13th Brigade, 5th Division He was aged 33 when killed in action 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Dublin as part of 13th Brig

Division. The Division was one of the first to land in France, and as part of II Corps, took the 

brunt of the early fighting at Mons and Le Cateau. He was killed in the prelude to the 

between 17th  and 22nd April 1915.  

'C' company was 

ordered to relieve the Buffs in this trench and hold it till morning. When they arrived, 

however, they learned from the Buffs that the main part of the trench was in the hands of the 

pany were stopped by grenade and 

gun fire. All attempts to get beyond this point failed and the company suffered heavy 

casualties during the rest of the night. By dawn all survivors had been taken prisoner. " 

1913' by Lt Col E A H Webb 

1927' by Lt Col C C R Murphy. 

Gertrude aged 6, Florence aged 7, Albert 

living at Essex East Donyland together 

been born at St. Giles Colchester and 

worked as a labourer in a brickfield. There is a younger brother Alfred Coppin aged 6, who 

Alice aged 1, Ethel aged 4. This suggests they 

Also there are two ladies presumably the mother and 

Annie Coppin, aged 30 born at Great Bromley and Elizabeth Coppin aged 39 born at 

. In the Second World War his nephews Robert Coppin died with the 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IXA. K. 

He served as a Second Lieutenant in the King's Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry 2nd Battalion.13th Brigade, 5th Division He was aged 33 when killed in action 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Dublin as part of 13th Brigade, 5th 

Division. The Division was one of the first to land in France, and as part of II Corps, took the 

brunt of the early fighting at Mons and Le Cateau. He was killed in the prelude to the 



 

 

Hill 60 on the left is the heap of spoil taken from the railway cutting in the foreground (C) 

Hill 60 was the largest of three artificial spoil banks, created from the excavated 

earth from the cutting in the Ypres Ridge, through which passe

line. The other two mounds, located on the opposite side of the railway line, were known as 

the 'Caterpillar', due to its unusual shape, and a conical shaped hill known as the 'Dump'. 

The German Army had pushed the French from t

December 1914 and from this vantage point commanded Ypres and much of the opposing 

line. In order to retake the hill French Sappers had commenced mining from one of their 

front line trenches but had made little progr

the line at the beginning of 1915

designated M1, M2 and M3, the latter being the original French attempt, and each of the 

galleries split to form pairs and packed with gunpowder and guncotton . The mines were 

fired successfully on 17 April 1915 and an artillery bombardment of the hill and surrounding 

area preceded an infantry assault. Initially the operation seemed a complete success but as 

the day wore on and the Germans reorganised themselves it became apparent that 'a costly 

tactical blunder had been committed' The hill pushed into the German front line and was now 

exposed to heavy artillery fire from two sides and from the Caterpillar nearby.

first that the German artillery was firing wildly but this was due to the fact that they did not 

have their guns ranged on 'what had been their own hill, and anyway shelled behind the line 

chiefly with a view to catching our reserves and prev

British position on the hill became untenable and, under such fierce bombardment, the use of 

poisonous gas and almost continuous counter

loss of 100 officers and 3,000 
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Hill 60 on the left is the heap of spoil taken from the railway cutting in the foreground (C) 

IWM Q 61569 

Hill 60 was the largest of three artificial spoil banks, created from the excavated 

earth from the cutting in the Ypres Ridge, through which passed the Ypres-Comines railway 

line. The other two mounds, located on the opposite side of the railway line, were known as 

the 'Caterpillar', due to its unusual shape, and a conical shaped hill known as the 'Dump'. 

The German Army had pushed the French from this vital piece of high ground in early 

December 1914 and from this vantage point commanded Ypres and much of the opposing 

line. In order to retake the hill French Sappers had commenced mining from one of their 

front line trenches but had made little progress by the time the British took over this part of 

the line at the beginning of 1915  It was decided to continue to mine the hill from three shafts 

designated M1, M2 and M3, the latter being the original French attempt, and each of the 

orm pairs and packed with gunpowder and guncotton . The mines were 

fired successfully on 17 April 1915 and an artillery bombardment of the hill and surrounding 

area preceded an infantry assault. Initially the operation seemed a complete success but as 

day wore on and the Germans reorganised themselves it became apparent that 'a costly 

tactical blunder had been committed' The hill pushed into the German front line and was now 

exposed to heavy artillery fire from two sides and from the Caterpillar nearby.

first that the German artillery was firing wildly but this was due to the fact that they did not 

have their guns ranged on 'what had been their own hill, and anyway shelled behind the line 

chiefly with a view to catching our reserves and preventing reinforcements coming up' . The 

British position on the hill became untenable and, under such fierce bombardment, the use of 

poisonous gas and almost continuous counter-attack, it was finally lost on the 5 May with the 

 men During this fighting four Victoria Crosses were won.

 

 

Hill 60 on the left is the heap of spoil taken from the railway cutting in the foreground (C) 

Hill 60 was the largest of three artificial spoil banks, created from the excavated 

Comines railway 

line. The other two mounds, located on the opposite side of the railway line, were known as 

the 'Caterpillar', due to its unusual shape, and a conical shaped hill known as the 'Dump'. 

his vital piece of high ground in early 

December 1914 and from this vantage point commanded Ypres and much of the opposing 

line. In order to retake the hill French Sappers had commenced mining from one of their 

ess by the time the British took over this part of 

It was decided to continue to mine the hill from three shafts 

designated M1, M2 and M3, the latter being the original French attempt, and each of the 

orm pairs and packed with gunpowder and guncotton . The mines were 

fired successfully on 17 April 1915 and an artillery bombardment of the hill and surrounding 

area preceded an infantry assault. Initially the operation seemed a complete success but as 

day wore on and the Germans reorganised themselves it became apparent that 'a costly 

tactical blunder had been committed' The hill pushed into the German front line and was now 

exposed to heavy artillery fire from two sides and from the Caterpillar nearby. It seemed at 

first that the German artillery was firing wildly but this was due to the fact that they did not 

have their guns ranged on 'what had been their own hill, and anyway shelled behind the line 

enting reinforcements coming up' . The 

British position on the hill became untenable and, under such fierce bombardment, the use of 

attack, it was finally lost on the 5 May with the 

men During this fighting four Victoria Crosses were won. 



 

 

A trench still remaining at Hill 60 in the 1930s.

He was the son of Keiran and Mary Rohan, of Ballinahown, Athlone, Co. Westmeath; 

husband of Gertrude Amy Crickmar (formerly Rohan), of "Woodside,"

Fingringhoe, Colchester, Essex.

He earned the 1914 Mons Star

His name is commemorated on the

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL

MI##S, Leonard Charles He served as a private with service number 16464 in the 1st 

Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment 84th Brigade, 28th Division who was killed in action 

Sunday, 18th April 1915. He was aged 19. Leonard was born in Bungay in Suffolk. He 

enlisted at Bury Saint Edmunds. He lived and worked at Langenhoe Wick Farm. After the 

war his next of kin was listed as his father, Mr Charles Minns living at 52 Ferry Cottages, 

Sudbourne, Orford in Suffolk.

The 1901 Census shows many Minns both born and living in Bungay. In

list are two brothers both aged 7, who are the sons of Harry Edwin Minns and Alice Victoria 
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A trench still remaining at Hill 60 in the 1930s. 

He was the son of Keiran and Mary Rohan, of Ballinahown, Athlone, Co. Westmeath; 

husband of Gertrude Amy Crickmar (formerly Rohan), of "Woodside," The Haye, 

Fingringhoe, Colchester, Essex. 

 

He earned the 1914 Mons Star    1914-20 War Medal     1914-19 Victory Medal. 

His name is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 47 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

 

He served as a private with service number 16464 in the 1st 

Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment 84th Brigade, 28th Division who was killed in action 

Sunday, 18th April 1915. He was aged 19. Leonard was born in Bungay in Suffolk. He 

int Edmunds. He lived and worked at Langenhoe Wick Farm. After the 

war his next of kin was listed as his father, Mr Charles Minns living at 52 Ferry Cottages, 

Sudbourne, Orford in Suffolk. 

The 1901 Census shows many Minns both born and living in Bungay. In

list are two brothers both aged 7, who are the sons of Harry Edwin Minns and Alice Victoria 

He was the son of Keiran and Mary Rohan, of Ballinahown, Athlone, Co. Westmeath; 

The Haye, 

19 Victory Medal.  

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 47 

He served as a private with service number 16464 in the 1st 

Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment 84th Brigade, 28th Division who was killed in action 

Sunday, 18th April 1915. He was aged 19. Leonard was born in Bungay in Suffolk. He 

int Edmunds. He lived and worked at Langenhoe Wick Farm. After the 

war his next of kin was listed as his father, Mr Charles Minns living at 52 Ferry Cottages, 

The 1901 Census shows many Minns both born and living in Bungay. Included on the 

list are two brothers both aged 7, who are the sons of Harry Edwin Minns and Alice Victoria 
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Minns of 3 Castle Lane, Bungay.  They are :- Harry Edwin Minns, who died on Saturday 

11th August 1917 aged 23, while serving as Private 14866 with the 8th Battalion the Norfolk 

Regiment at Ypres; and his brother Charles William Minns, Private 320242 with the  12th 

Battalion the Norfolk Regiment. He is buried at Outtersteene Communal Cemetery having 

been killed 19th August 1916. It is possible they were Leonard's cousins. 

At the outbreak of war, the 1st Battalion were in Khartoum, Sudan. They were 

brought back to the UK on the 23rd October1914 and they were formed into the 84th Brigade 

as part of the 28th Division on the 17th �ovember 1914. Leonard joined them about this 

date.  

The Division crossed to Le Havre in January 1915 where the 1st Battalion Suffolks 

joined their 2nd Battalion fighting under terrible conditions.  For example during the month 

of February they had been in the Verbrandenmolen sector. On the 15th February they were 

in temporary trenches, to the south of Ypres and west of the canal. These so-called trenches 

consisted of banks, which did not provide any cover and ditches mostly waist-deep in water. 

Part of this trench system was in enemy hands. 'C' company was ordered  to hold part of this 

system it till morning but when they arrived, however, they learned that the main part of the 

trench was in the hands of the enemy. As they moved forward the front platoon of 'C' 

company were stopped by grenade and machine-gun fire. All attempts to get beyond this 

point failed and the company suffered heavy casualties during the rest of the night. By dawn 

all survivors had been taken prisoner. Two platoons, in support near the wood on the canal, 

were later ordered up to make an attack to recover the position but the attack had to be 

aborted due to daybreak. They spent 2 days standing in icy water. During these two weeks 

they lost 300 casualties. 

  Leonard landed in France on the 1st April 1915, as one of the replacements. He died 

just 18 days later. 

On April 12th the 1st Battalion marched from Dranoute to Poperinghe, passing 

through Westoutre, where the 2nd Battalion were in billets. In this little Flemish village was 

added a  memorable page in the long, long annals of the regiment. The 1st & 2nd Battalions 

met on Active Service. 

 

Copyright Imperial War Museum (c) Q50438 



 

 

On April 15th the battalion marched to Vlamertinghe, moving forward to Zonnebeke 

two days later. On the way up to the trenches they were h

could support the action then in progress at Hill 60. However, they were not required and 

soon after midnight relieved the 2nd Cheshires. Two companies were in the line; another was 

about a thousand yards in the rear of t

railway embankment, about two miles away. On April 18th the enemy opened a fierce 

bombardment on a wide front. It was during this bombardment that Leonard was killed

Leonard had been killed just a few days 

22nd April and when the British and the Suffolks in particular suffered heavily under both 

high explosives and gas. 

 Leonard was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 

earned the 1914-1915 Star shown on the left. 

His name is commemorated  at the 

AA. 47: BEDFORD HOUSE CEMETERY Ieper, West
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On April 15th the battalion marched to Vlamertinghe, moving forward to Zonnebeke 

two days later. On the way up to the trenches they were halted so that if required to, they 

could support the action then in progress at Hill 60. However, they were not required and 

soon after midnight relieved the 2nd Cheshires. Two companies were in the line; another was 

about a thousand yards in the rear of them; and the remaining company in dugouts in the 

railway embankment, about two miles away. On April 18th the enemy opened a fierce 

bombardment on a wide front. It was during this bombardment that Leonard was killed

Leonard had been killed just a few days prior to the 2nd Battle of Ypres, which started 

the British and the Suffolks in particular suffered heavily under both 

   

Leonard was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 

1915 Star shown on the left.  

 

His name is commemorated  at the Commonwealth War Dead Grave: Enclosure No.4 XI. 

AA. 47: BEDFORD HOUSE CEMETERY Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

 

 

 

 

On April 15th the battalion marched to Vlamertinghe, moving forward to Zonnebeke 

alted so that if required to, they 

could support the action then in progress at Hill 60. However, they were not required and 

soon after midnight relieved the 2nd Cheshires. Two companies were in the line; another was 

hem; and the remaining company in dugouts in the 

railway embankment, about two miles away. On April 18th the enemy opened a fierce 

bombardment on a wide front. It was during this bombardment that Leonard was killed. 

prior to the 2nd Battle of Ypres, which started 

the British and the Suffolks in particular suffered heavily under both 

Leonard was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 

 

Grave: Enclosure No.4 XI. 

Vlaanderen, Belgium  



 

 

 FAIERS,

(The Prince Consort's Own), 2nd Battalion.25th Brigade, 8th Division. Aged 25 he died of 

Wounds on the 01/05/1915. William’s service number was 5612.

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Kuldana. The batta

arriving Liverpool on 22 October 1914 when they were & then attached to the 25th Brigade, 

8th Division.  The 8th Division was formed during October 1914, by the bringing together of 

regular army units from various points around th

Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly

all but wiped out at Ypres.  William crossed to France on the 27

took over the sector south of Arme

10th-13th March 1915, when the division took a leading role in this operation with more than 

4,800 casualties. Two Victoria Crosses were awarded to the 2nd Battalion of the Rifle 

Brigade on the 12th March. The 2nd Battalion remained on the Western Front throughout the 

war.  It is probable that William was involved in the Battle of �euve Chapelle 

March 1915 where he was originally wounded.

The attack was undertaken by Sir Douglas Haig'

Corps on the left and Willcock's Indian Corps on the right, squeezing out a German salient 

that included the village itself. The battle opened with a 35

line, then 30 minutes on the village 

advance quickly as soon as the barrage lifted from the front line, at 8.05am. There were 

delays in sending further orders and reinforcements forward, but by nightfall the village had 

been captured, and the advanced units were in places as far forward as the Layes brook. 

During the night the Germans reinforced their second line in front of the Bois de Biez, and all 

further attempts over the next few days brought little material success.

The British losses in the four attacking Divisions were 544 officers and 11,108 other 

ranks killed, wounded and missing. German losses are estimated at a similar figure of 

12,000, which included 1,687 prisoners.
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FAIERS, William. He served as a Rifleman with the Rifle Brigade 

(The Prince Consort's Own), 2nd Battalion.25th Brigade, 8th Division. Aged 25 he died of 

Wounds on the 01/05/1915. William’s service number was 5612. 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Kuldana. The battalion returned to England, 

arriving Liverpool on 22 October 1914 when they were & then attached to the 25th Brigade, 

The 8th Division was formed during October 1914, by the bringing together of 

regular army units from various points around the British Empire. The Division moved to the 

Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly-needed reinforcement to the BEF which had been 

all but wiped out at Ypres.  William crossed to France on the 27
th

 �ovember. The battalion 

took over the sector south of Armentières and stayed here until the Battle of �euve Chapelle, 

13th March 1915, when the division took a leading role in this operation with more than 

4,800 casualties. Two Victoria Crosses were awarded to the 2nd Battalion of the Rifle 

th March. The 2nd Battalion remained on the Western Front throughout the 

It is probable that William was involved in the Battle of �euve Chapelle 

March 1915 where he was originally wounded. 

The attack was undertaken by Sir Douglas Haig's First Army, with Rawlinson's IV 

Corps on the left and Willcock's Indian Corps on the right, squeezing out a German salient 

that included the village itself. The battle opened with a 35-minute bombardment of the front 

line, then 30 minutes on the village and reserve positions. Three infantry Brigades would 

advance quickly as soon as the barrage lifted from the front line, at 8.05am. There were 

delays in sending further orders and reinforcements forward, but by nightfall the village had 

he advanced units were in places as far forward as the Layes brook. 

During the night the Germans reinforced their second line in front of the Bois de Biez, and all 

further attempts over the next few days brought little material success. 

in the four attacking Divisions were 544 officers and 11,108 other 

ranks killed, wounded and missing. German losses are estimated at a similar figure of 

12,000, which included 1,687 prisoners. 

He served as a Rifleman with the Rifle Brigade 

(The Prince Consort's Own), 2nd Battalion.25th Brigade, 8th Division. Aged 25 he died of 

lion returned to England, 

arriving Liverpool on 22 October 1914 when they were & then attached to the 25th Brigade, 

The 8th Division was formed during October 1914, by the bringing together of 

e British Empire. The Division moved to the 

needed reinforcement to the BEF which had been 

�ovember. The battalion 

ntières and stayed here until the Battle of �euve Chapelle, 

13th March 1915, when the division took a leading role in this operation with more than 

4,800 casualties. Two Victoria Crosses were awarded to the 2nd Battalion of the Rifle 

th March. The 2nd Battalion remained on the Western Front throughout the 

It is probable that William was involved in the Battle of �euve Chapelle - 10th - 13th 

s First Army, with Rawlinson's IV 

Corps on the left and Willcock's Indian Corps on the right, squeezing out a German salient 

minute bombardment of the front 

and reserve positions. Three infantry Brigades would 

advance quickly as soon as the barrage lifted from the front line, at 8.05am. There were 

delays in sending further orders and reinforcements forward, but by nightfall the village had 

he advanced units were in places as far forward as the Layes brook. 

During the night the Germans reinforced their second line in front of the Bois de Biez, and all 

in the four attacking Divisions were 544 officers and 11,108 other 

ranks killed, wounded and missing. German losses are estimated at a similar figure of 



 

 

He earned the1914-1915 Star; 1914

was born in Wivenhoe, the son of Elizabeth Faiers, of Head St., Rowhedge,  Colchester. He 

enlisted in Colchester. He died of wounds at the 11th General Hospital at Boulogne. Up to the 

outbreak of war he had resided with his mother at New

served with the Essex Territorials and on the outbreak of war he joined the Rifle brigade. He 

was a good shot and was soon sent to the firing line. He sustained a wound over his left eye 

from which he soon recovered. After s

to the firing line. A gunshot wound in the neck caused paralysis and he died on the 2nd May. 

His name is commemorated with the 

21. BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY

BO#D William Edward  {born William Potter}

Regiment, 2nd Battalion,12th Brigade, 4th Division. He was aged 18. William died of 

wounds: 4/05/1915. He had service number 3/1960.

 He was born at Kelvedon enlisted at Colchester and was a resident of Great 

Wigborough according to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died WW1". The 1901 census does not 
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1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. He 

was born in Wivenhoe, the son of Elizabeth Faiers, of Head St., Rowhedge,  Colchester. He 

He died of wounds at the 11th General Hospital at Boulogne. Up to the 

outbreak of war he had resided with his mother at New Cut, Rowhedge. He had formerly 

served with the Essex Territorials and on the outbreak of war he joined the Rifle brigade. He 

was a good shot and was soon sent to the firing line. He sustained a wound over his left eye 

from which he soon recovered. After spending a short time at the base he was sent once more 

to the firing line. A gunshot wound in the neck caused paralysis and he died on the 2nd May. 

 

His name is commemorated with the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. B. 

CEMETERY 

 

{born William Potter} He served as a private with the Essex 

Regiment, 2nd Battalion,12th Brigade, 4th Division. He was aged 18. William died of 

wounds: 4/05/1915. He had service number 3/1960. 

He was born at Kelvedon enlisted at Colchester and was a resident of Great 

Wigborough according to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died WW1". The 1901 census does not 

Victory Medal. He 

was born in Wivenhoe, the son of Elizabeth Faiers, of Head St., Rowhedge,  Colchester. He 

He died of wounds at the 11th General Hospital at Boulogne. Up to the 

Cut, Rowhedge. He had formerly 

served with the Essex Territorials and on the outbreak of war he joined the Rifle brigade. He 

was a good shot and was soon sent to the firing line. He sustained a wound over his left eye 

pending a short time at the base he was sent once more 

to the firing line. A gunshot wound in the neck caused paralysis and he died on the 2nd May.  

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. B. 

He served as a private with the Essex 

Regiment, 2nd Battalion,12th Brigade, 4th Division. He was aged 18. William died of 

He was born at Kelvedon enlisted at Colchester and was a resident of Great 

Wigborough according to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died WW1". The 1901 census does not 



 

 

show him as a Bond. There is a 4 year old William Potter born Kelvedon & living in Great 

Wigborough. It is probable he was renamed

re-marriage of his mother. It is under the name Potter Bond that he appears on the St. 

Stephen's Memorial. He went to France on the 24

of the battalion. He served in France & Flanders and died of wounds.

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Chatham as part of 12th Brigade, 4th 

Division. One of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time to join the hard

pressed Divisions of II Corps at The Battle of Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in many of the major actions. He died just 

after his Division was involved in the Battle of St Julien 

was part of the 2nd Battle of Ypres

 He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal

He appears on the Memorial at St. Stephen's Great Wigborough as "William Potter 

Bond". Commonwealth War Dead Grave 

EASTERN CEMETERY 

FE##ER, Charles William. 

Battalion. He was aged 35 when he died of wounds on the 07/05/1915. Charles had service 

number 7519 .He appears under Tollesbury in the 1891 census as an 11 year old.

subsequent 1901 census he is shown as residing at Goldhanger & working as a

a Farm. His service record shows his place of birth & residence as Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

show him as a Bond. There is a 4 year old William Potter born Kelvedon & living in Great 

. It is probable he was renamed  "William Potter Bond" as a result of adoption or 

marriage of his mother. It is under the name Potter Bond that he appears on the St. 

Stephen's Memorial. He went to France on the 24
th
 March 1915 somewhat later than the re

of the battalion. He served in France & Flanders and died of wounds.  

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Chatham as part of 12th Brigade, 4th 

Division. One of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time to join the hard

isions of II Corps at The Battle of Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in many of the major actions. He died just 

after his Division was involved in the Battle of St Julien - 24th April - 4th May 1915

Battle of Ypres 

 

1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal

 

He appears on the Memorial at St. Stephen's Great Wigborough as "William Potter 

Bond". Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. B. 36. Cemetery: BOULOGNE 

 

FE##ER, Charles William. He served as a private with the Bedfordshire Regiment: 1st 

He was aged 35 when he died of wounds on the 07/05/1915. Charles had service 

s under Tollesbury in the 1891 census as an 11 year old.

subsequent 1901 census he is shown as residing at Goldhanger & working as a

a Farm. His service record shows his place of birth & residence as Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He 

show him as a Bond. There is a 4 year old William Potter born Kelvedon & living in Great 

"William Potter Bond" as a result of adoption or 

marriage of his mother. It is under the name Potter Bond that he appears on the St. 

March 1915 somewhat later than the rest 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Chatham as part of 12th Brigade, 4th 

Division. One of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time to join the hard-

isions of II Corps at The Battle of Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in many of the major actions. He died just 

4th May 1915, which 

1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal 

 

He appears on the Memorial at St. Stephen's Great Wigborough as "William Potter 

Reference: VIII. B. 36. Cemetery: BOULOGNE 

He served as a private with the Bedfordshire Regiment: 1st 

He was aged 35 when he died of wounds on the 07/05/1915. Charles had service 

s under Tollesbury in the 1891 census as an 11 year old.  In the 

subsequent 1901 census he is shown as residing at Goldhanger & working as a Horseman on 

a Farm. His service record shows his place of birth & residence as Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He 



 

 

enlisted at Colchester. Husband of Alice Ellen Fenner, of 5 Spring Terrace, Tolleshunt 

D'Arcy, Maldon, Essex.  

The 1st Battalion was a “Regular Army” Battalion, who were at Mullingar, Ireland, 

at the outbreak of war. On mobilisation they left England as part of 15th Inf

the 5th Division and went down in history as one of the Battalions of "Old Contemptibles" 

who outfought the Kaiser’s armies in the early engagements of the war.

The Division landed in France on 16th August 1914 as a part of Haig’s II Corps

fought in the early engagements of the War. They were at Mons in August and fought fiercely 

at Le Cateau, where 5 VC’s were won by the Division. After service on the Aisne, they took 

their position in Flanders and were also involved in the actions at 

Bassee. By the end of �ovember the Division had suffered 5,000 casualties and stayed in a 

purely defensive role that winter. Having moved to around Ypres in early 1915, the Division 

were engaged at the Second Ypres, defending Hill 60,

day. In May Private Edward Warner of the 1st Bedfords won his VC defending Hill 60, but 

was awarded the honour posthumously as he died of his wounds the following day.

The 1st Battalion pictured behind a pub in Bedfor

WAR DIARY FOR MAY 1915 1 May 1915

trenches to our right with asphyxiating gas & shells, at about 6.30 pm. Our right trenches felt 

the effects, & all men were violently sick. The en

because some of the fumes blew back towards them. Our casualties were 1 man wounded 1 

man died from effects of gas, four other men taken to Dressing Station suffering from gas 

effects [comment; 1 was Edward Warne

May]; several others ill but remained in trenches.

 2 May 1915: Several men admitted to Hospital suffering from effects of gas yesterday 

- 22 admitted in all, of whom 2 dead [comment; 1 was Edward Warner, 

casualties - 3 wounded.  

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

lchester. Husband of Alice Ellen Fenner, of 5 Spring Terrace, Tolleshunt 

The 1st Battalion was a “Regular Army” Battalion, who were at Mullingar, Ireland, 

at the outbreak of war. On mobilisation they left England as part of 15th Inf

the 5th Division and went down in history as one of the Battalions of "Old Contemptibles" 

who outfought the Kaiser’s armies in the early engagements of the war. 

The Division landed in France on 16th August 1914 as a part of Haig’s II Corps

fought in the early engagements of the War. They were at Mons in August and fought fiercely 

at Le Cateau, where 5 VC’s were won by the Division. After service on the Aisne, they took 

their position in Flanders and were also involved in the actions at �euve-Chapelle and La 

Bassee. By the end of �ovember the Division had suffered 5,000 casualties and stayed in a 

purely defensive role that winter. Having moved to around Ypres in early 1915, the Division 

were engaged at the Second Ypres, defending Hill 60, where another 4 VCs were won in one 

day. In May Private Edward Warner of the 1st Bedfords won his VC defending Hill 60, but 

was awarded the honour posthumously as he died of his wounds the following day.

The 1st Battalion pictured behind a pub in Bedford prior to embarking in 1914.

WAR DIARY FOR MAY 1915 1 May 1915 - left of Hill 60 Enemy made sudden attack on 

trenches to our right with asphyxiating gas & shells, at about 6.30 pm. Our right trenches felt 

the effects, & all men were violently sick. The enemy did not press home the attack, possibly 

because some of the fumes blew back towards them. Our casualties were 1 man wounded 1 

man died from effects of gas, four other men taken to Dressing Station suffering from gas 

effects [comment; 1 was Edward Warner, who would be awarded the VC. He died on the 2nd 

May]; several others ill but remained in trenches. 

2 May 1915: Several men admitted to Hospital suffering from effects of gas yesterday 

22 admitted in all, of whom 2 dead [comment; 1 was Edward Warner, VC]. Other 

lchester. Husband of Alice Ellen Fenner, of 5 Spring Terrace, Tolleshunt 

The 1st Battalion was a “Regular Army” Battalion, who were at Mullingar, Ireland, 

at the outbreak of war. On mobilisation they left England as part of 15th Infantry Brigade in 

the 5th Division and went down in history as one of the Battalions of "Old Contemptibles" 

The Division landed in France on 16th August 1914 as a part of Haig’s II Corps and 

fought in the early engagements of the War. They were at Mons in August and fought fiercely 

at Le Cateau, where 5 VC’s were won by the Division. After service on the Aisne, they took 

Chapelle and La 

Bassee. By the end of �ovember the Division had suffered 5,000 casualties and stayed in a 

purely defensive role that winter. Having moved to around Ypres in early 1915, the Division 

where another 4 VCs were won in one 

day. In May Private Edward Warner of the 1st Bedfords won his VC defending Hill 60, but 

was awarded the honour posthumously as he died of his wounds the following day. 

 

d prior to embarking in 1914. 

left of Hill 60 Enemy made sudden attack on 

trenches to our right with asphyxiating gas & shells, at about 6.30 pm. Our right trenches felt 

emy did not press home the attack, possibly 

because some of the fumes blew back towards them. Our casualties were 1 man wounded 1 

man died from effects of gas, four other men taken to Dressing Station suffering from gas 

r, who would be awarded the VC. He died on the 2nd 

2 May 1915: Several men admitted to Hospital suffering from effects of gas yesterday 

VC]. Other 



 

 

3 May 1915 Quiet day. Major [Benjamin Robert] ROCHE & Lieut. SMALL joined for 

duty last night. Mouth pads or bandages issued to all officers & men, together with solution 

of soda a preventative against effects of asphyxi

  4 May 1915 A 'switch' made in our line, during early hours of morning, so as to 

shorten it. Result was that left of Battalion rested on corner of trench line, instead of line 

being prolonged eastwards for half a mile. Enemy soon noticed withdr

spent most of day enfilading our trenches with artillery. Trenches knocked about in places 

but casualties very small 

 5 May 1915 At a little after 8 a.m. enemy attacked with asphyxiating gas laid on from 

two points opposite our trenches. B

gas, & all were badly affected. Troops on right, however, were driven out of trenches & 

enemy captured Hill 60 & trenches on our immediate right. Our left trenches were then 

attacked but drove back enemy: our right trenches were attacked all day with bombs, rifles & 

machine guns. Desperate fight all day enemy & selves in same trench, both sides using hand 

grenades fiercely. Enemy eventually worked round our right flank & enfiladed our right, but 

men gallantly maintained their position. A Battery of our own artillery spent the whole day 

firing into our own right trenches, causing many casualties but in spite of everything right 

trenches held out. Lt [Frederick] WHITTEMORE alone claims over 50 Germans 

rifle, & he was seen by Artillery observing officer to shoot seven Germans in a couple of 

minutes. Our casualties in right trenches were heavy. Lt [Eric Arthur] HOPKI�S killed, Capt 

[Sheldon Arthur] GLEDSTA�ES [died of wounds] & Lt [Frederick] W

wounded. Attack made by 13th Inf. Brigade to recapture Hill 60 & re establish line not 

successful  

6 May 1915 Situation practically unchanged. Right trenches held out all day & drove 

back enemy with hand grenades & rifle fire whenever they attemp

trench was cut off from rest of line by enemy's machine guns, so that no relief of men, or 

water or rations could be brought up & same exhausted garrison had to carry on. After 

nightfall a sandbag rampart was made so as to defilade t

left.  

7 May 1915 - hutments near Ouderdom Battalion relieved by Royal Irish Rifles about 

2 a.m. & marched back to hutments in reserve. Casualties during two previous days were 

about 3 officers & 290 men. 

He was awarded the 1914 Mons Star; 1914
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3 May 1915 Quiet day. Major [Benjamin Robert] ROCHE & Lieut. SMALL joined for 

duty last night. Mouth pads or bandages issued to all officers & men, together with solution 

of soda a preventative against effects of asphyxiating gas. 

4 May 1915 A 'switch' made in our line, during early hours of morning, so as to 

shorten it. Result was that left of Battalion rested on corner of trench line, instead of line 

being prolonged eastwards for half a mile. Enemy soon noticed withdrawal & advanced: 

spent most of day enfilading our trenches with artillery. Trenches knocked about in places 

5 May 1915 At a little after 8 a.m. enemy attacked with asphyxiating gas laid on from 

two points opposite our trenches. Battalion stuck to its trenches, though a few men killed by 

gas, & all were badly affected. Troops on right, however, were driven out of trenches & 

enemy captured Hill 60 & trenches on our immediate right. Our left trenches were then 

enemy: our right trenches were attacked all day with bombs, rifles & 

machine guns. Desperate fight all day enemy & selves in same trench, both sides using hand 

grenades fiercely. Enemy eventually worked round our right flank & enfiladed our right, but 

gallantly maintained their position. A Battery of our own artillery spent the whole day 

firing into our own right trenches, causing many casualties but in spite of everything right 

trenches held out. Lt [Frederick] WHITTEMORE alone claims over 50 Germans 

rifle, & he was seen by Artillery observing officer to shoot seven Germans in a couple of 

minutes. Our casualties in right trenches were heavy. Lt [Eric Arthur] HOPKI�S killed, Capt 

[Sheldon Arthur] GLEDSTA�ES [died of wounds] & Lt [Frederick] WHITTEMORE 

wounded. Attack made by 13th Inf. Brigade to recapture Hill 60 & re establish line not 

6 May 1915 Situation practically unchanged. Right trenches held out all day & drove 

back enemy with hand grenades & rifle fire whenever they attempted to approach. Right 

trench was cut off from rest of line by enemy's machine guns, so that no relief of men, or 

water or rations could be brought up & same exhausted garrison had to carry on. After 

nightfall a sandbag rampart was made so as to defilade the approach to the trench from the 

hutments near Ouderdom Battalion relieved by Royal Irish Rifles about 

2 a.m. & marched back to hutments in reserve. Casualties during two previous days were 

 

ed the 1914 Mons Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

3 May 1915 Quiet day. Major [Benjamin Robert] ROCHE & Lieut. SMALL joined for 

duty last night. Mouth pads or bandages issued to all officers & men, together with solution 

4 May 1915 A 'switch' made in our line, during early hours of morning, so as to 

shorten it. Result was that left of Battalion rested on corner of trench line, instead of line 

awal & advanced: 

spent most of day enfilading our trenches with artillery. Trenches knocked about in places 

5 May 1915 At a little after 8 a.m. enemy attacked with asphyxiating gas laid on from 

attalion stuck to its trenches, though a few men killed by 

gas, & all were badly affected. Troops on right, however, were driven out of trenches & 

enemy captured Hill 60 & trenches on our immediate right. Our left trenches were then 

enemy: our right trenches were attacked all day with bombs, rifles & 

machine guns. Desperate fight all day enemy & selves in same trench, both sides using hand 

grenades fiercely. Enemy eventually worked round our right flank & enfiladed our right, but 

gallantly maintained their position. A Battery of our own artillery spent the whole day 

firing into our own right trenches, causing many casualties but in spite of everything right 

trenches held out. Lt [Frederick] WHITTEMORE alone claims over 50 Germans to his own 

rifle, & he was seen by Artillery observing officer to shoot seven Germans in a couple of 

minutes. Our casualties in right trenches were heavy. Lt [Eric Arthur] HOPKI�S killed, Capt 

HITTEMORE 

wounded. Attack made by 13th Inf. Brigade to recapture Hill 60 & re establish line not 

6 May 1915 Situation practically unchanged. Right trenches held out all day & drove 

ted to approach. Right 

trench was cut off from rest of line by enemy's machine guns, so that no relief of men, or 

water or rations could be brought up & same exhausted garrison had to carry on. After 

he approach to the trench from the 

hutments near Ouderdom Battalion relieved by Royal Irish Rifles about 

2 a.m. & marched back to hutments in reserve. Casualties during two previous days were 

1919 Victory Medal.  



 

 

His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Grave: II. A. 126.: BAILLEUL 

COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION (NORD)

BATTLE OF FREZE#BURG 

WILSHIRE, William. He served as a private

Regiment) 2nd Battalion. He was killed in action on the 08/05/1915

9147. He was a regular soldier. He joined the Royal Lancaster Regiment in 1908 and rejoined 

at the start of the war. He went overseas 15

invalided home.  After recovery he returned to France.

  The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Lebong, India.

December 1914 where they joined the 83rd Br

England December 1914-January 1915, from regular units returning from India, Singapore 

and Egypt.  In January 1915 they moved to France, landing at (Le) Havre and proceeded to 

the Western Front.  

The Battle of Frezenburg - 8th 

forced the British over the next six days to give further ground on the Frezenburg Ridge. The 

battle finally came to an end on the 25 May 1915 with the Ypres Salient closer to the town, 

but with the Allies still hanging on to it.

�ow though the German Army held the all important ridges and in a countryside with 

so little in the way of definition, every bump and undulation in the terrain was of vital 

importance.. Without realising it the Germ

Allied line, yet the British had managed to claw themselves back from the precipice. British 

casualties amounted to about 58,000 and the French suffered a further 10,000 casualties. 
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His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Grave: II. A. 126.: BAILLEUL 

COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION (NORD) 

BATTLE OF FREZE#BURG - 8th - 13th May 1915 

 

served as a private with the King's Own (Royal Lancaster 

He was killed in action on the 08/05/1915 His service number was 

9147. He was a regular soldier. He joined the Royal Lancaster Regiment in 1908 and rejoined 

he war. He went overseas 15
th
 January 1915. He served in France and was 

invalided home.  After recovery he returned to France. 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Lebong, India.  They returned to England 22 

December 1914 where they joined the 83rd Brigade, 28th Division, which was formed in 

January 1915, from regular units returning from India, Singapore 

In January 1915 they moved to France, landing at (Le) Havre and proceeded to 

8th - 13th May 1915:- Gas attacks by the Germans on 8 May 

forced the British over the next six days to give further ground on the Frezenburg Ridge. The 

battle finally came to an end on the 25 May 1915 with the Ypres Salient closer to the town, 

with the Allies still hanging on to it. 

�ow though the German Army held the all important ridges and in a countryside with 

so little in the way of definition, every bump and undulation in the terrain was of vital 

importance.. Without realising it the Germans had been within a whisker of breaking the 

Allied line, yet the British had managed to claw themselves back from the precipice. British 

casualties amounted to about 58,000 and the French suffered a further 10,000 casualties. 

 

His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Grave: II. A. 126.: BAILLEUL 

with the King's Own (Royal Lancaster 

His service number was 

9147. He was a regular soldier. He joined the Royal Lancaster Regiment in 1908 and rejoined 

January 1915. He served in France and was 

They returned to England 22 

igade, 28th Division, which was formed in 

January 1915, from regular units returning from India, Singapore 

In January 1915 they moved to France, landing at (Le) Havre and proceeded to 

Gas attacks by the Germans on 8 May 

forced the British over the next six days to give further ground on the Frezenburg Ridge. The 

battle finally came to an end on the 25 May 1915 with the Ypres Salient closer to the town, 

�ow though the German Army held the all important ridges and in a countryside with 

so little in the way of definition, every bump and undulation in the terrain was of vital 

ans had been within a whisker of breaking the 

Allied line, yet the British had managed to claw themselves back from the precipice. British 

casualties amounted to about 58,000 and the French suffered a further 10,000 casualties. 



 

 

German casualties were recko

in May & later erroneously in the September it was thought he was a Prisoner of War but 

sadly he had been killed.  

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 12. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL .His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 

Mary's Tollesbury 

ESSEX YEOMA#RY  ACTIO# #ORTH of HOOGE 13

 SEABROOK, Edmund Herbert.

Yeomanry. He was aged 29. He was killed in action on the 13/05/1915. His service number 

was 1307. Edmund Herbert Seabrook (Ted) w

register his birth was registered in Braintree district during the first quarter of 1886. His 

parents were Frederick Seabrook and Elizabeth (nee Price) and they were married at Clare in 

Suffolk, so presumably that is where she came from. At the 1881 census Frederick was living 

at Grange Farm, Coggeshall, at the 1891 census the family were still there including Edmund 

aged 5.  Fred and Lizzie were still there when Fred died aged 80 in the 1920s and appear to 
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German casualties were reckoned at about 38,000. Originally he had been reported missing 

in May & later erroneously in the September it was thought he was a Prisoner of War but 

 

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 12. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL .His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 

ACTIO# #ORTH of HOOGE 13
TH

 MAY1915

 

SEABROOK, Edmund Herbert. : He served as a Lance Corporal with the Essex 

Yeomanry. He was aged 29. He was killed in action on the 13/05/1915. His service number 

was 1307. Edmund Herbert Seabrook (Ted) was born Dec 29th 1885. According to the BMD 

register his birth was registered in Braintree district during the first quarter of 1886. His 

parents were Frederick Seabrook and Elizabeth (nee Price) and they were married at Clare in 

t is where she came from. At the 1881 census Frederick was living 

at Grange Farm, Coggeshall, at the 1891 census the family were still there including Edmund 

Fred and Lizzie were still there when Fred died aged 80 in the 1920s and appear to 

Originally he had been reported missing 

in May & later erroneously in the September it was thought he was a Prisoner of War but 

1919 Victory Medal.  

 

His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 12. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL .His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 

MAY1915 

with the Essex 

Yeomanry. He was aged 29. He was killed in action on the 13/05/1915. His service number 

as born Dec 29th 1885. According to the BMD 

register his birth was registered in Braintree district during the first quarter of 1886. His 

parents were Frederick Seabrook and Elizabeth (nee Price) and they were married at Clare in 

t is where she came from. At the 1881 census Frederick was living 

at Grange Farm, Coggeshall, at the 1891 census the family were still there including Edmund 

Fred and Lizzie were still there when Fred died aged 80 in the 1920s and appear to 
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have had no other children. Certainly Ted is referred to by his great grandmother as the only 

son. A birthday book belonging to his grandmother Elizabeth Ann Seabrook, gives some 

information on both his & his cousin Frank's fate.. As she was the mother of Frank and aunt 

of Ted, it is assumed her notes are correct. According to her, both men were in the Essex 

Yeomanry. They signed up together, in early August 1914 and did some training in Suffolk 

They died together on 13th May 1915 and were buried together near Ypres at a place called 

Thonge? near a pile of red bricks that was a house. 

"1/5/15:  As above. Then marched back to billets at 6.30pm. Horse bandoliers issued 

to all mounted man carrying rifles. 

2/5/15: As above.  Church parade held at 10am. Marched back to billets at 6.30pm. 

4/5/15:  Exercise in morning. At 4pm received orders to Rendezvous. Departed from 

the Brigade Rendezvous at 6.45pm. Marched to about 1.5 miles SW of Vlamertinghe. There 

left horses and all the transport, and 1 man to 4 horses, marched at 11.30pm to about 1mile 

W of Ypres arriving there about 2am. Very wet all night. The Brigade stayed in a field near 

the road. Marched back to horses at 5am and on to billets near Hootkerque arriving there at 

1.30pm. 

Hootkerque: 5/5/15 Paraded at Brigade RV 4.15. 335 strong leaving remainder and 

all transport in billets. Capt Proby took charge of the limbers (one from EY) containing 

entrenching tools. Marched via Poperinghe and Vlamertinghe to about 0.25 mile W of 

Brielen. Horses left there in field with 1 man to 2 horses in charge of Maj. Buxton. 

Remainder (about 160) marched across Yser canal by pontoon bridge to dig trenches 9pm-

1am both trench digging party and horses under shell fire. �o casualties started back with 
horses about 3am. 

6/5/15 Regiment arrived back at Hootkerque billets 6am. 7/5/15 4pm Regiment 

paraded with Brigade and marched back to former billets at Le Croquet arriving about 9pm. 

Pte Reave J � discharged on receiving commission. 16 OR's and horses for MG Section. 

Le Croquet: 8/5/15 Standing by under 3 hours notice last draft sent to Squadrons. 

9/5/15 Warning reduced to 1hr 40mins. Regiment ordered to embus at Sercus 10 am  

88 per Squadron plus MG Section and HQ about 300. Southend, Dunmow and Tiptree troops 

sent back from Sercus owing to lack of bus accommodation. Capt Proby left in charge at Le 

Croquet. 1 limber from each Squadron 1 from HQ, pack of horses under Lieut. Wedd went up 

to Vlamertinghe. Regiment proceeded to huts and dugouts at Brielen. 

Brielen 10/5/15 Rested during day. �ight dug trenches by Yperlee Canal. 

11/5/15: Rested. Draft of 12 horses arrived to B echelon. 

12/5/15: Southend Dunmow and Tiptree troops and a few OR's total 68 joined 

regiment under 2nd/Lt Holt. Regiment rested by day and at night proceeded on foot to dig 

connected trenches �orth of Hooge. 

  13/5/15:Retired from digging the GHQ line of trenches E of Potijze strength of 

Regiment in trenches 302 all ranks including 17 officers. Very heavily shelled from dawn to 



 

 

6am. Part of 7th Brigade holding advanced trenches

ordered to make a counter attack and retake them. Started at 2.15pm. 10th Hussars on left 

EY centre Blues on right. EY and 10th doubled all the way to enemy trenches about 1000 

yards distant. Germans retired before Br

touch with Blues on right. Germans bombarded retaken trench until dark. 10th and EY less B 

Squadron retired to line of dugouts in front of GHQ line about 6pm thence to GHQ lines after 

dark. Capt R Brise and Lt Thompson with about 10 men held advanced position by ruined 

houses lying in shell holes till after dark. They kept back the German infantry the whole 

afternoon retiring after dark to rejoin rest of Regiment. Regiment held GHQ trenches during 

night in conjunction with company of Durham Light Infantry. Remainder of A echelon went 

up from Le Croquet to join Lieut. Wedd's command.

14/5/15: Occupied GHQ trenches until relieved at 9pm by 2nd Cavalry Division to A 

Huts S of Vlamerting Arriving about11.30pm.

Missing  Officers 4 5 1 - Men 29 95 15 11 Total 33 100 16 11"

He earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914

He is recorded on the Tolleshunt D'Arcy Memorial at St. Nicholas 

War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 5. Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
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6am. Part of 7th Brigade holding advanced trenches shelled out during morning 8thBrigade 

ordered to make a counter attack and retake them. Started at 2.15pm. 10th Hussars on left 

EY centre Blues on right. EY and 10th doubled all the way to enemy trenches about 1000 

yards distant. Germans retired before Brigade reached trenches. Regiment could not get into 

touch with Blues on right. Germans bombarded retaken trench until dark. 10th and EY less B 

Squadron retired to line of dugouts in front of GHQ line about 6pm thence to GHQ lines after 

nd Lt Thompson with about 10 men held advanced position by ruined 

houses lying in shell holes till after dark. They kept back the German infantry the whole 

afternoon retiring after dark to rejoin rest of Regiment. Regiment held GHQ trenches during 

conjunction with company of Durham Light Infantry. Remainder of A echelon went 

up from Le Croquet to join Lieut. Wedd's command.  

Occupied GHQ trenches until relieved at 9pm by 2nd Cavalry Division to A 

Huts S of Vlamerting Arriving about11.30pm. Casualties May13th/14th Killed Wounded & 

Men 29 95 15 11 Total 33 100 16 11" 

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.

recorded on the Tolleshunt D'Arcy Memorial at St. Nicholas Church. Commonwealth 

War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 5. Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial 

shelled out during morning 8thBrigade 

ordered to make a counter attack and retake them. Started at 2.15pm. 10th Hussars on left 

EY centre Blues on right. EY and 10th doubled all the way to enemy trenches about 1000 

igade reached trenches. Regiment could not get into 

touch with Blues on right. Germans bombarded retaken trench until dark. 10th and EY less B 

Squadron retired to line of dugouts in front of GHQ line about 6pm thence to GHQ lines after 

nd Lt Thompson with about 10 men held advanced position by ruined 

houses lying in shell holes till after dark. They kept back the German infantry the whole 

afternoon retiring after dark to rejoin rest of Regiment. Regiment held GHQ trenches during 

conjunction with company of Durham Light Infantry. Remainder of A echelon went 

Occupied GHQ trenches until relieved at 9pm by 2nd Cavalry Division to A 

Casualties May13th/14th Killed Wounded & 

1919 Victory Medal.  

 

Church. Commonwealth 



 

 

 SEABROOK, Francis McKowen. 

the Essex Yeomanry Aged when killed in action on the 29

His service number was 1080 

Carrington Seabrook and Elizabeth Ann (Bessie) Seabrook (nee McKowen) They had 10 

children, 6 boys and 4 girls, of whom he was the fifth son and seventh child. He was pre

deceased by one older brother (Freddy) who died of appendicitis in the 1890s aged 13. Frank 

was uncle to Anthony Driffield Seabrook, who was killed on HMS Rawalpindi in 1939. 

Frank  was born on Dec 30th 1885 at Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

at Spital Farm (sometimes referred to as Lower Farm) in T D'Arcy but they moved to Marks 

Farm in Braintree in 1888 when Frank was only a couple of years old. The youngest children 

in the family (twins) who were born in 1889, were born in Braintree. When he was a

boy he was for a time a chorister at St Michael's church in Braintree

The picture is taken when he was about 13 years old.

Although the family lived in Braintree, there were still connections and the family still 

owned farms in Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

possible that Frank also was farming in Tolleshunt D'Arcy before joining the army, otherwise 

he wouldn't have been on the memorial. The family owned the house then called the Laurels 

(next door to Pond Farm) which had been built by Frank's grandfather Richard Seabrook, 

who also lived in the village and is buried in the churchyard. Two of Frank's brothers also 

fought in World War 1, an older brother in the navy on a minesweeper and younger brother i
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SEABROOK, Francis McKowen. : He served as a Lance Corporal

Aged when killed in action on the 29 Date of Death: 13/05/1915. 

  Francis McKowen Seabrook (Frank)  was the son of Robert 

Carrington Seabrook and Elizabeth Ann (Bessie) Seabrook (nee McKowen) They had 10 

children, 6 boys and 4 girls, of whom he was the fifth son and seventh child. He was pre

der brother (Freddy) who died of appendicitis in the 1890s aged 13. Frank 

was uncle to Anthony Driffield Seabrook, who was killed on HMS Rawalpindi in 1939. 

was born on Dec 30th 1885 at Tolleshunt D'Arcy - at that time his parents were living 

tal Farm (sometimes referred to as Lower Farm) in T D'Arcy but they moved to Marks 

Farm in Braintree in 1888 when Frank was only a couple of years old. The youngest children 

in the family (twins) who were born in 1889, were born in Braintree. When he was a

boy he was for a time a chorister at St Michael's church in Braintree 

 

The picture is taken when he was about 13 years old. 

Although the family lived in Braintree, there were still connections and the family still 

owned farms in Tolleshunt D'Arcy, as at least 2 of Frank's brothers farmed there later. It is 

possible that Frank also was farming in Tolleshunt D'Arcy before joining the army, otherwise 

he wouldn't have been on the memorial. The family owned the house then called the Laurels 

Pond Farm) which had been built by Frank's grandfather Richard Seabrook, 

who also lived in the village and is buried in the churchyard. Two of Frank's brothers also 

fought in World War 1, an older brother in the navy on a minesweeper and younger brother i

: He served as a Lance Corporal with 

Date of Death: 13/05/1915. 

was the son of Robert 

Carrington Seabrook and Elizabeth Ann (Bessie) Seabrook (nee McKowen) They had 10 

children, 6 boys and 4 girls, of whom he was the fifth son and seventh child. He was pre-

der brother (Freddy) who died of appendicitis in the 1890s aged 13. Frank 

was uncle to Anthony Driffield Seabrook, who was killed on HMS Rawalpindi in 1939. 

at that time his parents were living 

tal Farm (sometimes referred to as Lower Farm) in T D'Arcy but they moved to Marks 

Farm in Braintree in 1888 when Frank was only a couple of years old. The youngest children 

in the family (twins) who were born in 1889, were born in Braintree. When he was a young 

Although the family lived in Braintree, there were still connections and the family still 

as at least 2 of Frank's brothers farmed there later. It is 

possible that Frank also was farming in Tolleshunt D'Arcy before joining the army, otherwise 

he wouldn't have been on the memorial. The family owned the house then called the Laurels 

Pond Farm) which had been built by Frank's grandfather Richard Seabrook, 

who also lived in the village and is buried in the churchyard. Two of Frank's brothers also 

fought in World War 1, an older brother in the navy on a minesweeper and younger brother in 



 

 

the army . They were discharged in 1919. Frank was killed in action on the same day, as his 

cousin Edmund (Ted) Seabrook, who was serving alongside him.. They are buried together in 

an unmarked grave. Both men were in the Essex Yeomanry. They signed up t

August 1914 and did some training in Suffolk They died together on 13th May 1915 and 

were buried together near Ypres at a place called Thonge? The War Diary of the Essex 

Yeomanry for the days preceding his death are given under his cousin

the entry:- 14/1/15 L/Cpl Seabrook Pte Barker admitted to hospital

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; 1914

His name is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 

Memorial: YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL

GALLIPOLI & DARDE#ELLES

FRYER, Ernest He served in the Royal Naval Reserve as a Sub

Vengeance. He died as a result of a ship board fire on Tuesday, 15

28. Ernest was the son of Mahala Rebecca Paczensky (formerly Fryer) of 8, Belsize Park, 

Hampstead, London and the late Robert Fryer, native of Abberton. They lived at Abberton 
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the army . They were discharged in 1919. Frank was killed in action on the same day, as his 

cousin Edmund (Ted) Seabrook, who was serving alongside him.. They are buried together in 

an unmarked grave. Both men were in the Essex Yeomanry. They signed up t

August 1914 and did some training in Suffolk They died together on 13th May 1915 and 

were buried together near Ypres at a place called Thonge? The War Diary of the Essex 

Yeomanry for the days preceding his death are given under his cousin above. It also includes 

L/Cpl Seabrook Pte Barker admitted to hospital 

 

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1919 Victory Medal

His name is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 

Memorial: YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

ELLES 

 

He served in the Royal Naval Reserve as a Sub-Lieutenant on H.M.S. 

Vengeance. He died as a result of a ship board fire on Tuesday, 15
th
 June 1915. He was aged 

t was the son of Mahala Rebecca Paczensky (formerly Fryer) of 8, Belsize Park, 

Hampstead, London and the late Robert Fryer, native of Abberton. They lived at Abberton 

the army . They were discharged in 1919. Frank was killed in action on the same day, as his 

cousin Edmund (Ted) Seabrook, who was serving alongside him.. They are buried together in 

an unmarked grave. Both men were in the Essex Yeomanry. They signed up together, in early 

August 1914 and did some training in Suffolk They died together on 13th May 1915 and 

were buried together near Ypres at a place called Thonge? The War Diary of the Essex 

above. It also includes 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

His name is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 5. 

Lieutenant on H.M.S. 

June 1915. He was aged 

t was the son of Mahala Rebecca Paczensky (formerly Fryer) of 8, Belsize Park, 

Hampstead, London and the late Robert Fryer, native of Abberton. They lived at Abberton 



 

 

Glebe. Ernest was born in 1887 and was his parent’s third child. His father died a few ye

later and his mother re-married in 1900. 

Ernest, as a twelve year old boy decided to run away to sea and joined a windjammer 

in London Docks. The Captain contacted Mrs. Paczensky and persuaded her that Ernest 

should be allowed to sail with him, as t

the experience would "get it out of his system". In fact Ernest decided that

for me". He stayed with the Merchant Navy until he joined the Royal Navy, as war 

approached.  

 Ernest joined the RNR and was commissioned, as a Sub Lieutenant on the 12th June 

1912. He was serving on HMS Vengeance, which was an obsolete coal fired Battleship of the 

Canopus class. She had four 12 inch and twelve 6 inch guns plus lighter weapons. She was at 

the Nore and used as a Gunnery Training Ship. 

August 26
th
 1914 H.M.S. Vengeance left Portland to patrol off Ostende until the 

1
st
 September. She patrolled in the Channel throughout September and October, checking on 

other vessels from trawlers to liners and car

Portland and Portsmouth to coal and to re

6th �ovember 1914. She left Portland for Gibraltar, arriving there on 10

On the 8
th

 December 1914 she left for the Cape Verde Islands, takin

Cape Saint Vincent until the 26

before leaving on the 1
st
 February for Malta and ultimately the Dardenelles.

 The Admiralty considered that she was no longer fit for Fleet Action bu

suitable to bombard Turkish Forts, where she out

incorporated in the Fleet sent to the Mediterranean in 1915 to force passage through the 

Dardenelles.  
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Glebe. Ernest was born in 1887 and was his parent’s third child. His father died a few ye

married in 1900.  

 

Ernest, as a twelve year old boy decided to run away to sea and joined a windjammer 

in London Docks. The Captain contacted Mrs. Paczensky and persuaded her that Ernest 

should be allowed to sail with him, as the ship was returning in a few months. Furthermore 

the experience would "get it out of his system". In fact Ernest decided that  

for me". He stayed with the Merchant Navy until he joined the Royal Navy, as war 

the RNR and was commissioned, as a Sub Lieutenant on the 12th June 

1912. He was serving on HMS Vengeance, which was an obsolete coal fired Battleship of the 

Canopus class. She had four 12 inch and twelve 6 inch guns plus lighter weapons. She was at 

re and used as a Gunnery Training Ship.  

H.M.S. Vengeance left Portland to patrol off Ostende until the 

September. She patrolled in the Channel throughout September and October, checking on 

other vessels from trawlers to liners and cargo vessels. She periodically called into Plymouth, 

Portland and Portsmouth to coal and to re-provision. 

6th �ovember 1914. She left Portland for Gibraltar, arriving there on 10

December 1914 she left for the Cape Verde Islands, takin

Cape Saint Vincent until the 26
th

 January 1915. At this point she returned to Gibraltar, 

February for Malta and ultimately the Dardenelles.

The Admiralty considered that she was no longer fit for Fleet Action bu

suitable to bombard Turkish Forts, where she out-ranged their guns. She was therefore 

incorporated in the Fleet sent to the Mediterranean in 1915 to force passage through the 

Glebe. Ernest was born in 1887 and was his parent’s third child. His father died a few years 

Ernest, as a twelve year old boy decided to run away to sea and joined a windjammer 

in London Docks. The Captain contacted Mrs. Paczensky and persuaded her that Ernest 

he ship was returning in a few months. Furthermore 

 "this was the life 

for me". He stayed with the Merchant Navy until he joined the Royal Navy, as war 

the RNR and was commissioned, as a Sub Lieutenant on the 12th June 

1912. He was serving on HMS Vengeance, which was an obsolete coal fired Battleship of the 

Canopus class. She had four 12 inch and twelve 6 inch guns plus lighter weapons. She was at 

H.M.S. Vengeance left Portland to patrol off Ostende until the 

September. She patrolled in the Channel throughout September and October, checking on 

go vessels. She periodically called into Plymouth, 

6th �ovember 1914. She left Portland for Gibraltar, arriving there on 10
th

 �ovember. 

December 1914 she left for the Cape Verde Islands, taking up station near 

January 1915. At this point she returned to Gibraltar, 

February for Malta and ultimately the Dardenelles. 

The Admiralty considered that she was no longer fit for Fleet Action but would be 

ranged their guns. She was therefore 

incorporated in the Fleet sent to the Mediterranean in 1915 to force passage through the 



 

 

The Anglo- French fleet that assembled t

1915 was large. It comprised 14 British and 6 French Battleships, 2 semi

(H.M.S. Lord �elson & H.M.S. Agamemnon), the battle

newly commissioned flag ship of

supported by destroyers, cruisers, mine sweepers and other auxiliary craft.

 Between 1000 hours and 1400 hours, there was a slow bombardment of the Turkish 

forts. The Fleet then closed to 6000 yards and at 1645 hour

Vengeance went in closer and drew return fire. At dusk Vice Admiral de Robeck, in H.M.S. 

Vengeance, requested permission to continue the action but this was denied as the ships were 

silhouetted by the setting sun. Over night the

postponed.   

     26
th
 February 1915. 

emplacements on the South side of the approaches to the Dardenelles at Kum Kale. While the 

ship’s guns fired at shore positions a demolition party under Lieutenant Commander 

Robinson was sent ashore at 2.2

Royal Marine Light Infantry, under Major Heriot. During the attack they came under heavy 

fire. Lieutenant Commander Robinson told his sailors to stay where they were, as their white 

uniforms made them conspicuous, and went on alone with charges of gun

AA Batteries. For this action, he subsequently received the Victoria Cross. The landing party 

returned to H.M.S. Vengeance at 6.30. There was 1 dead and 3 wounded. The 3 wounded 

were transferred to a hospital ship. The dead man was Sergeant Ernest Turnbull, CH/14297, 
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HMS VENGEANCE 

French fleet that assembled to force the Dardenelles on February 19th 

1915 was large. It comprised 14 British and 6 French Battleships, 2 semi-dreadnoughts 

(H.M.S. Lord �elson & H.M.S. Agamemnon), the battle-cruiser H.M.S. Inflexible and the 

newly commissioned flag ship of  Admiral Carden,  H.M.S Queen Elizabeth. These were 

supported by destroyers, cruisers, mine sweepers and other auxiliary craft.

Between 1000 hours and 1400 hours, there was a slow bombardment of the Turkish 

forts. The Fleet then closed to 6000 yards and at 1645 hours, 3 ships including H.M.S. 

went in closer and drew return fire. At dusk Vice Admiral de Robeck, in H.M.S. 

Vengeance, requested permission to continue the action but this was denied as the ships were 

silhouetted by the setting sun. Over night the weather worsened and the action was 

February 1915. H.M.S. Vengeance made an attack on the Turkish gun 

emplacements on the South side of the approaches to the Dardenelles at Kum Kale. While the 

ship’s guns fired at shore positions a demolition party under Lieutenant Commander 

Robinson was sent ashore at 2.20. They were supported by a covering force of 49 of the 

Royal Marine Light Infantry, under Major Heriot. During the attack they came under heavy 

fire. Lieutenant Commander Robinson told his sailors to stay where they were, as their white 

conspicuous, and went on alone with charges of gun-cotton to blow up 2 

AA Batteries. For this action, he subsequently received the Victoria Cross. The landing party 

returned to H.M.S. Vengeance at 6.30. There was 1 dead and 3 wounded. The 3 wounded 

ransferred to a hospital ship. The dead man was Sergeant Ernest Turnbull, CH/14297, 
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H.M.S. Vengeance made an attack on the Turkish gun 

emplacements on the South side of the approaches to the Dardenelles at Kum Kale. While the 

ship’s guns fired at shore positions a demolition party under Lieutenant Commander 

0. They were supported by a covering force of 49 of the 

Royal Marine Light Infantry, under Major Heriot. During the attack they came under heavy 

fire. Lieutenant Commander Robinson told his sailors to stay where they were, as their white 

cotton to blow up 2 

AA Batteries. For this action, he subsequently received the Victoria Cross. The landing party 

returned to H.M.S. Vengeance at 6.30. There was 1 dead and 3 wounded. The 3 wounded 

ransferred to a hospital ship. The dead man was Sergeant Ernest Turnbull, CH/14297, 
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aged 28 from Clapham Common in London. He had been hit by bullets in the right leg, chest, 

abdomen and right wrist. He also had bayonet wounds. The tradition in the Royal Marines 

was and probably may still be, is to risk further casualties to recover not only their wounded 

but also their dead. Sergeant Turnbull is commemorated on the Chatham �aval Memorial. 

The next action was on the 5th March, when the fleet took on forts, farther along the 

peninsula. These forts had heavier calibre guns than those previously attacked. The 

bombarding ships were hit though fortunately damage was slight.   

On the 18th March a final attempt was made to break through the minefields, this 

time in daylight. The French battleship Bouvet hit a drifting mine and sank in only 3 minutes. 

This prompted the Turks to release further drifting mines, which resulted in the sinking of 

H.M.S. Irresistible & H.M.S. Ocean. The French Gaulios and H.M.S. Inflexible were both hit 

by shore guns. Subsequently, the fleet gave up the attempt to force the Dardenelles and the 

Army became involved with the Gallipoli landings on the 25th April.   

Details of Ernest's death are not available. The Ship's Log of H.M.S. Vengeance for 

the day of his death records that they were at moorings, as they had been for several days. 

They were in fact repainting sections of the ship. The log records at 1130 hours "Sub 

Lieutenant Fryer RNR died of burns". At 1530, there is a record "Trawler 48 proceeding: 

conveying remains of Sub Lieutenant Fryer RNR for burial , Abberton Glebe, Abberton 

Essex." Then follows a description of his injuries and the fact he was a British National. It 

would appear therefore he was lost in a shipboard accident. His family believe he had been 

injured a few days previously in fighting a fire aboard another ship.  

It is probable that Ernest was buried at sea in accordance with Naval Tradition from 

Trawler 48. This would have been close to Mitylene where H.M.S. Vengeance was anchored. 

She had sailed to this position on the 6th June from Mudros in the island of Lemnos.  

 

The sextant used by Ernest and his sword were passed to his nephew, Captain Peter 

Archer RN (retired).  



 

 

Ernest was awarded the British War Medal, th

1915 Star. Ernest is commemorated at Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Hampshire. Grave 9. 

This memorial is situated on Southsea Common overlooking the promenade, and is 

accessible at all times. References: 

nephew of Ernest. Information on H.M.S. Vengeance was obtained from the Ship's Log held 

at Kew Record Office and general literature on the Dardenelles campaign. 

Ernest is commemorated at Portsmouth Naval Memorial,

is situated on Southsea Common overlooking the promenade, and is accessible at all times

 

COOK, John Walford He served as a private with the Army Service Corps in the18th 

Labour Company. He drowned at sea on the 13/08/1915 His 

John is listed as one of the "Missing presumed drowned" when the Troopship 

Edward was sunk on the 13th August 1915. The 18th Labour Company of the Army Service 

Corps was en route to Mudros on the Isle of Lemnos, when their

was sunk by a German torpedo on 13th August 1915. The Royal Edward had set sail from 

Avonmouth and made her first landfall at Alexandria, where she collected fresh supplies and 

more troops. As she picked her way through the Dodecane

14 and sank, with great loss of life, 6 miles west of Kandelioussa Island in the Gulf of Kos.
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Ernest was awarded the British War Medal, the Allied Victory Medal and the 1914

1915 Star. Ernest is commemorated at Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Hampshire. Grave 9. 

This memorial is situated on Southsea Common overlooking the promenade, and is 

accessible at all times. References: - Pictures are from   Captain Peter Archer, RN (retired), 

nephew of Ernest. Information on H.M.S. Vengeance was obtained from the Ship's Log held 

at Kew Record Office and general literature on the Dardenelles campaign.  

 

Ernest is commemorated at Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Hampshire. This memorial 

is situated on Southsea Common overlooking the promenade, and is accessible at all times

  

He served as a private with the Army Service Corps in the18th 

Labour Company. He drowned at sea on the 13/08/1915 His service number was SS/13837

John is listed as one of the "Missing presumed drowned" when the Troopship 

was sunk on the 13th August 1915. The 18th Labour Company of the Army Service 

Corps was en route to Mudros on the Isle of Lemnos, when their troopship 

was sunk by a German torpedo on 13th August 1915. The Royal Edward had set sail from 

Avonmouth and made her first landfall at Alexandria, where she collected fresh supplies and 

more troops. As she picked her way through the Dodecanese Islands she was attacked by 

and sank, with great loss of life, 6 miles west of Kandelioussa Island in the Gulf of Kos.

e Allied Victory Medal and the 1914- 

1915 Star. Ernest is commemorated at Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Hampshire. Grave 9. 

This memorial is situated on Southsea Common overlooking the promenade, and is 

Captain Peter Archer, RN (retired), 

nephew of Ernest. Information on H.M.S. Vengeance was obtained from the Ship's Log held 

 

Hampshire. This memorial 

is situated on Southsea Common overlooking the promenade, and is accessible at all times 

He served as a private with the Army Service Corps in the18th 

service number was SS/13837 

John is listed as one of the "Missing presumed drowned" when the Troopship Royal 

was sunk on the 13th August 1915. The 18th Labour Company of the Army Service 

troopship Royal Edward 

was sunk by a German torpedo on 13th August 1915. The Royal Edward had set sail from 

Avonmouth and made her first landfall at Alexandria, where she collected fresh supplies and 

se Islands she was attacked by UB-

and sank, with great loss of life, 6 miles west of Kandelioussa Island in the Gulf of Kos. 
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A postcard of Royal Edward entering Avonmouth Dock 

The recently arrived German submarine UB14 sailed from Bodrum for the known 

steamer route between Alexandria and the Dardanelles. This small submarine of 127 tons 

was just over 90 feet long and less than ten feet wide and had a crew of 14. The UB14 had 

been completed at Bremen Dockyard earlier that year. She had then been transported in 

sections overland by train to Pola in Austria, where she had been reassembled in June to 

operate against British and Allied shipping in the Mediterranean. On 6 July, she torpedoed 

and sank the Italian Armoured Cruiser Amalfi while operating under the Austrian flag off 

Venice. The UB14 sailed for the Dardanelles on 16th July. This was at a time when the range 

of submarines was very ed, unlike today. To reach Bodrum, she had to be towed a 

considerable part of the distance by an Austrian destroyer. Even so, her engine broke down 

off Crete and her compass became defective. Despite these problems, she arrived safely at 

Bodrum on 24th July. On arrival, she recharged the batteries of the UC14 which had arrived 

four days earlier with engine problems. A maintenance team then had to travel from 

Constantinople to carry out necessary repairs to both submarines. At the time this journey 

was not easy being made partly by train and partly by camel. 

After leaving Bodrum, the UB14's first sighting was a fully lit hospital ship seen that evening, 

which was not attacked. On 13th August 1915, she first sighted the P & O Liner Soudan in 

service, as a hospital ship 

She then sighted the Royal Edward sailing unescorted for Mudros. The UB14 fired one 

torpedo from under a mile away which hit her stern. The Royal Edward  sank quickly. The 

after deck was awash in three minutes and the ship had sunk with her bows in the air in six 

minutes. 

“The unsung heroes of the British Army in the Great War - the ASC, "Ally Sloper's 

Cavalry "- were the men who operated the transport. Soldiers cannot fight without food, 

equipment and ammunition. In the Great War, the vast majority of this tonnage, supplying a 

vast army on many fronts, was fetched from England. Using horsed and motor vehicles, 

railways and waterways, the ASC performed prodigious feats of logistics and were one of the 

great strengths of organisation by which the war was won.”  

John was born at Fingringhoe & was living at Mistley. He enlisted at London. The 

1901 Census for the Cook family shows: - Arthur Cook, aged 18  born in Fingringhoe living 

at  Colchester, working as an Agricultural Labourer .  He was also killed in the war. Father 

Samuel was living at Wheelwright Arms, Horsley Cross, Mistley. Also, there was another 

known brother, Frederick Cook aged 20  born in Fingringhoe and living at  Colchester 



 

 

working as a  Bricklayer's Labourer . John gave as next of kin 

in 1915) living at 21 Albion Rd, Colchester. There was a brother George aged 44 in 1915 

living Bourne Road.  John enlisted at 

5 foot 9 inches, weight170 lbs with chest 41 inches. 

He earned the 1914-5 Star: 

His name is commemorated on the 

Panel 199 or 233 to 236 and 331: HELLES MEMORIAL

SERVICE Harry T. He served as a Petty Officer

He was aged: 33 Date of Death: 18/08/1915. His service number was 204366

wounds received in the Dardanelles while being treated in hospital in Malta. 

His brother Arthur was

returned to the Essex Regiment. However, Arthur was subsequently killed in France.

born at Eastchurch Sheppey Island, Kent on the 4th July 1882. Another brother George was 

killed in France with the Welsh Regiment on the 9th March 1917; while another brother, 

Frank Charles born at Tollesbury 12th June

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Bricklayer's Labourer . John gave as next of kin his sister Jane Howse (aged 51 

ing at 21 Albion Rd, Colchester. There was a brother George aged 44 in 1915 

living Bourne Road.  John enlisted at the age 45 on 6
th
 July 1915. At that time his height was 

5 foot 9 inches, weight170 lbs with chest 41 inches.  

 

5 Star: the 1914-20 War Medal and the 1914-19 Victory Medal.

 

His name is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 

Panel 199 or 233 to 236 and 331: HELLES MEMORIAL 

 

He served as a Petty Officer in the Royal Navy on H.M.S. "Swiftsure". 

He was aged: 33 Date of Death: 18/08/1915. His service number was 204366

wounds received in the Dardanelles while being treated in hospital in Malta. 

His brother Arthur was wounded in October of 1915 but made good progress and 

Regiment. However, Arthur was subsequently killed in France.

born at Eastchurch Sheppey Island, Kent on the 4th July 1882. Another brother George was 

the Welsh Regiment on the 9th March 1917; while another brother, 

Frank Charles born at Tollesbury 12th June  1897 served in the Royal Navy.

his sister Jane Howse (aged 51 

ing at 21 Albion Rd, Colchester. There was a brother George aged 44 in 1915 

July 1915. At that time his height was 

19 Victory Medal.  

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 

in the Royal Navy on H.M.S. "Swiftsure". 

He was aged: 33 Date of Death: 18/08/1915. His service number was 204366 .He died of 

wounds received in the Dardanelles while being treated in hospital in Malta.  

wounded in October of 1915 but made good progress and 

Regiment. However, Arthur was subsequently killed in France. He was 

born at Eastchurch Sheppey Island, Kent on the 4th July 1882. Another brother George was 

the Welsh Regiment on the 9th March 1917; while another brother, 

1897 served in the Royal Navy. 
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HMS Swiftsure circa 1915 

HMS Swiftsure was launched 12th January 1903. Served in the Home Fleet until July 

1906 where HMS Swiftsure joined the Channel Fleet until October 1908. She moved to the 

Mediterranean between March 1909 and May 1912, returning to the 3rd Fleet at Portsmouth 

in May. Swiftsure went into refit September 1912 to March 1913. After refit, she became the 

flag ship to the East Indies Squadron and during August 1914 began Red Sea patrols and 

escorted Indian troop ships to Aden. �ovember 1914, HMS Swiftsure became the flag ship to 

the navy forces defending the Suez Canal. She went to the Dardenelles in March 1915 and 

took part in the bombardments, staying until after the evacuation and returned to Chatham in 

December 1915 and went into reserve 

SUEZ 1915 

On the 19th January 1915, HMS Swiftsure became the Flagship of a squadron of 

ships in Lake Timsah on the Suez Canal. She was one of a number of the older Battleships, 

who were considered too slow to operate with the Home Fleet and which had been sent to the 

Mediterranean to provide artillery support to the Army.   

The Turkish Minister of Marine, Djemal Pasha, together with his German Chief of 

Staff Kress von Kressenstein, led an expedition on 14 January 1915 across the Sinai 

Peninsula from Beersheba - the Turkish Suez Expeditionary Force was some 25,000 men. On 

2 February, advance elements of the Ottoman Fourth Army reached the canal and began the 

assault, they were met and beaten back by an Indian force, subsequently reinforced by 

Australian infantry. The ship's guns played a significant role in the British victory.  
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British Battleship in Lake Timsah with decks cleared for action and sand bag 

barricades fixed up to defend the crew from stray shots.  

The Admiralty Library's log cards for HMS SWIFTSURE's part in the action in the 

Suez Canal in early February 1915 show that her part of the affair was providing what is 

nowadays called Naval Gunfire Support (NGS). On 3rd and 4th February she was 

bombarding Turkish troops with shrapnel and Lyddite shell; the SWIFTSURE had one fatal 

casualty from enemy return fire, but the casualties she inflicted on the Turkish infantry and 

gunners were of quite another order. Indeed, on the 5th she landed what the Log Cards 

describe as a 'Red Cross party' to seek out Turkish wounded. It is not recorded in the 

Admiralty Library's log cards whether this party included any Royal Marines.  

DARDA#ELLES 1915  

 

The Anglo- French fleet in the Dardanelles (c) unknown 

An Anglo-French fleet had been prevented by the Turks from forcing the Dardanelles 

on the 19th  February 1915 . A further attempt was made on the  18th March. The fleet this 

time included HMS Swiftsure. She occupied the extreme right position of the third line of 

ships. The intent was for the large Battleships to pound the Turkish Forts and gun positions 

into submission and so allow the Minesweepers to clear the mine fields.  

HM Ships Queen Elizabeth, Inflexible, Lord �elson, and Agamemnon - opened the 

attack at long range on the forts at Chanak and Kilid Bahr, while HM Ships Triumph and 

Prince George bombarded Fort Dardanus on the Asiatic coast, and Fort Soghandere, 

opposite to it upon the Peninsula. 

At about 12.30 the second squadron, consisting of the four French ships, came up into 
action, advancing beyond the former line in the direction of Kephez Point.   

Finally, the third squadron, consisting of six British ships (HM Ships Irresistible, 

Vengeance, Ocean, Swiftsure, Majestic, and Albion), were brought up, with the intent of 

advancing first through the �arrows, so as to insure a clear passage for the bigger ships, 

which had made the first attack. 

The French battleship Bouvet was hit by a vast explosion and sank. Then at 4 o'clock 

HMS Irresistible drew away with a heavy list.  Apparently, she also had been struck by a 



 

 

mine. However,  she remained afloat for nearly two hours; and nearly al

saved by destroyers. In similar fashion HMS Ocean was sunk. Two other ships were badly 

damaged; HMS Inflexible, which managed to limp to Tenedos and ultimate repairs in Malta 

and the French Gaulios, which was beached at Rabbit Island.

withdrawn, the Mission having failed

GALLIPOLI 

In the very early morning of April 25th, the sea borne invasion of Gallipoli began. 

HMS Swiftsure was one of some 200 vessels involved in the landings of the Anzacs at A�ZAC 

Cove and the British on 5 beaches at Cape Helles.

support to the troops ashore. The campaign began to drift towards stalemate and a month 

later it was realised that the battleships had become very vulnerable to attack by a German 

U-boat, which had entered the Mediterranean.

battleship HMS Goliath, whilst at anchor off Cape Helles was sunk by a Turkish torpedo 

boat   with the loss of over 500 seamen. On the 25th May the German

British pre-dreadnought HMS Triumph,

Tepe, midway between Suvla Bay and Cape Helles. She capsized in a short time with the loss 

of some 70 men. 

HMS Majestic in her death throes (C) unknown

Two days later, on the 27th May U

turned over and sank within seven minutes, but casualties were not heavy. The remaining 

battleships were withdrawn, including John in HMS Swiftsure, to the safety of the Greek

islands and the soldiers were left without the artillery support of the battleships

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914
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she remained afloat for nearly two hours; and nearly all her crew were 

saved by destroyers. In similar fashion HMS Ocean was sunk. Two other ships were badly 

damaged; HMS Inflexible, which managed to limp to Tenedos and ultimate repairs in Malta 

and the French Gaulios, which was beached at Rabbit Island. At sunset the fleet was 

withdrawn, the Mission having failed.   

In the very early morning of April 25th, the sea borne invasion of Gallipoli began. 

Swiftsure was one of some 200 vessels involved in the landings of the Anzacs at A�ZAC 

British on 5 beaches at Cape Helles.  HMS Swiftsure was providing artillery 

support to the troops ashore. The campaign began to drift towards stalemate and a month 

later it was realised that the battleships had become very vulnerable to attack by a German 

boat, which had entered the Mediterranean.  On the night of the 12th/13th May, the old 

whilst at anchor off Cape Helles was sunk by a Turkish torpedo 

with the loss of over 500 seamen. On the 25th May the German  U-21 torped

dreadnought HMS Triumph,  while she was firing her guns in support of Gabe 

Tepe, midway between Suvla Bay and Cape Helles. She capsized in a short time with the loss 

 

HMS Majestic in her death throes (C) unknown 

days later, on the 27th May U-21 torpedoed John's first ship, HMS Majestic.. She 

turned over and sank within seven minutes, but casualties were not heavy. The remaining 

battleships were withdrawn, including John in HMS Swiftsure, to the safety of the Greek

islands and the soldiers were left without the artillery support of the battleships

 

1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal: and the 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

l her crew were 

saved by destroyers. In similar fashion HMS Ocean was sunk. Two other ships were badly 

damaged; HMS Inflexible, which managed to limp to Tenedos and ultimate repairs in Malta 

nset the fleet was 

In the very early morning of April 25th, the sea borne invasion of Gallipoli began. 

Swiftsure was one of some 200 vessels involved in the landings of the Anzacs at A�ZAC 

HMS Swiftsure was providing artillery 

support to the troops ashore. The campaign began to drift towards stalemate and a month 

later it was realised that the battleships had become very vulnerable to attack by a German 

On the night of the 12th/13th May, the old 

whilst at anchor off Cape Helles was sunk by a Turkish torpedo 

21 torpedoed the 

while she was firing her guns in support of Gabe 

Tepe, midway between Suvla Bay and Cape Helles. She capsized in a short time with the loss 

21 torpedoed John's first ship, HMS Majestic.. She 

turned over and sank within seven minutes, but casualties were not heavy. The remaining 

battleships were withdrawn, including John in HMS Swiftsure, to the safety of the Greek 

islands and the soldiers were left without the artillery support of the battleships.   

1919 Victory Medal.  
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His name is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Prot. 266.  

MALTA (CAPUCCINI) NAVAL CEMETERY 

OPERATIO#S ASHORE  

 

RADFORD, Arthur He served as a private with the Essex Regiment, 1
st 
Battalion 88

th
 

Brigade, 29
th
 Division. He was the son of Walter & Emma Radford. 3 The Terrace, Abberton, 

Colchester Essex He was killed on Friday, 7
th
 May 1915 aged 25. His service number was 

8589. 

Arthur was from quite a large family; he had three older brothers Maurice, Percival 

and Alfred. There was a younger brother, Walter, and two younger sisters Maud and Eva. His 

younger brother, Walter was born in 1898 and joined up as well, to serve in the Machine Gun 

Corps. He served initially on the Western Front and later the Middle East. He was wounded 

as was another brother Alf.  

Arthur was a regular soldier. He enlisted at Warley Barracks between the 5th and 24th 

March 1906. He served with G Company of the 2nd Battalion at home, before being drafted 

to the 1st Battalion in India on the 13th November 1909. He may have remained overseas in 

India, Mauritius or South Africa before returning to the UK in October 1914. Conversely he 

may have spent a shorter time abroad and returned to the UK earlier to serve in the Reserves. 

He was then drafted with the 1st Battalion for the Gallipoli Campaign.  

The 29th Division was formed from a number of regular Army Units, who had been 

based on garrison duties prior to the war. The 1st Battalion, the Essex Regiment formed the 

88th Brigade along with the 1/5th Battalion, the Royal Scots, the 4th Battalion the Worcesters 

and the 2nd Battalion, the Hampshire Regiment. The Division was formed in the Midlands 

around Warwick, �uneaton and Rugby, where the initial training was carried out. The 

Division sailed on the 16th March 1915 from Avonmouth and landed in Egypt two weeks 

later. They sailed to Mudros on the 10th April and ultimately landed on Gallipoli at Cape 

Helles on the 25th April 1915. 



 

 

Arthur is extreme left back row with his hand on his friend shoulder. The picture is 

probably taken in India. The text on the back says:

your letter and to let you know I am well as I hope it leaves you the same. Dear Mother I am 

sending you this photo it's not very good because it was taken in the sun. I have had some 

more taken. I will send you some more later on. It is 

The date of his death corresponds with the period of the early fighting to establish a 

beachhead at Gallipoli.  

On the 25
th

 April 1915, the 29

small beaches in the vicinity of Se

were designated S, V, W, X and Y

were landed by cutters and ship’s whalers, while a further 2000 troops tried to land from an 

old collier the River Clyde, which was beached at V

The 1
st
 Battalion Essex Regiment went ashore with the 1

Fusiliers into a hail of machine gun fire on W

on the beach. The losses were appalling , th

were to win fame by being awarded 6 Victoria Crosses before breakfast that morning. By 

0715 hours, the beach was in British hands. During the morning those on W

and were able to clear the Turkis

The later phase of the landing on W Beach by the 1st Battalion Essex Regiment
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Arthur is extreme left back row with his hand on his friend shoulder. The picture is 

probably taken in India. The text on the back says:- "Dear Mother,      Just a 

your letter and to let you know I am well as I hope it leaves you the same. Dear Mother I am 

sending you this photo it's not very good because it was taken in the sun. I have had some 

more taken. I will send you some more later on. It is very hot about here now."

The date of his death corresponds with the period of the early fighting to establish a 

April 1915, the 29
th

 Division landed at Helles. The landings were on 5 

small beaches in the vicinity of Seddul Bahr (see map in the Gallipoli section). The beaches 

were designated S, V, W, X and Y- beaches from South to �orth. At dawn some 5000 troops 

were landed by cutters and ship’s whalers, while a further 2000 troops tried to land from an 

iver Clyde, which was beached at V- beach. 

Battalion Essex Regiment went ashore with the 1
st
 Battalion Lancashire 

Fusiliers into a hail of machine gun fire on W-beach, which also had barbed wire defences 

on the beach. The losses were appalling , the Lancashire Fusiliers lost over 500 men and 

were to win fame by being awarded 6 Victoria Crosses before breakfast that morning. By 

0715 hours, the beach was in British hands. During the morning those on W

and were able to clear the Turkish defenders from the hills overlooking the landing beaches.

The later phase of the landing on W Beach by the 1st Battalion Essex Regiment

 

Arthur is extreme left back row with his hand on his friend shoulder. The picture is 

Just a line in answer to 

your letter and to let you know I am well as I hope it leaves you the same. Dear Mother I am 

sending you this photo it's not very good because it was taken in the sun. I have had some 

very hot about here now." 

The date of his death corresponds with the period of the early fighting to establish a 

Division landed at Helles. The landings were on 5 

ddul Bahr (see map in the Gallipoli section). The beaches 

beaches from South to �orth. At dawn some 5000 troops 

were landed by cutters and ship’s whalers, while a further 2000 troops tried to land from an 

Battalion Lancashire 

beach, which also had barbed wire defences 

e Lancashire Fusiliers lost over 500 men and 

were to win fame by being awarded 6 Victoria Crosses before breakfast that morning. By 

0715 hours, the beach was in British hands. During the morning those on W-beach  fought on 

h defenders from the hills overlooking the landing beaches. 

 

The later phase of the landing on W Beach by the 1st Battalion Essex Regiment 
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The troops were too exhausted and had taken too many casualties to fight on after 

dark and so dug in to form a defensive line a short way inland. 

The first battle of Krithia started on the 28
th

 April 1915. At 2200 hours on the 2nd 

May, the Turks attacked the British and French. There was fierce hand-to-hand fighting 

throughout the night. The 1
st
 Battalion Essex Regiment was committed to the line at this 

phase of the Battle. The French sustained very high casualties and the Turks losses are not 

known but the British lost over 700 men.  

Arthur may have died from wounds in the above action but was possibly killed 

several days later in the Battle of Fir Tree Wood, where the 1st Battalion Essex Regiment 

was involved on the 7th May. 

The 1st Battalion, The Essex Regiment went into reserve on the evening of the 5th 

May. However, they had little rest, as the next day the Brigade were once again ordered to 

push forward in an effort to occupy a line across the ridge one mile south west of Krithia. 

At 11 am on the 6th May an attack was made by the Worcesters, Hampshires and 

Royal Fusiliers. The Essex covered the right flank and were under heavy fire all day. 

Progress was slow. 

On the 7th May Turkish opposition became obstinate, so the Royal Scots were called 

upon to occupy Fir Tree Wood, as a preliminary movement and within an hour this had been 

achieved. At 1.30pm the Scots were forced to withdraw but at 5pm the Essex with Munsters 

and Borders moved forward again and seized the wood, held it and pressed on a further 300 

yards. 

On the 8th, the �ew Zealanders came through the Essex to consolidate the advance 

and were covered by fire from two Essex Companies. 

Total casualties from this operation were 5 officers wounded, 15 other ranks 

including Arthur were killed and 137 wounded. 

The Redoubt Cemetery is closest to where Arthur fell and he may possibly be one of 

the 2027 graves. Its name derives from the Redoubt Line- the front line of British and French 

trenches established in May 1915. It was started immediately after the second battle of 

Krithia in the rear of the support line. 

 

The 2 medals on the left belong to Arthur's brother, who also served in World War 1. The 

medals on the right are Arthur's Allied Victory Medal and the British War Medal. His “Dead 

man’s penny” on the left.  His family hold a letter from the Record Office (of the Essex 



 

 

Regiment) advising them of Arthur's award o

campaign and was effective 25th April 1915, the date they landed in Gallipoli.

 His name is commemorated on the MEMORIAL HELLES MEMORIAL, TURKEY 

PANEL 144 to 150 or 229 to 233.

    We know about three of his brothers, who also served, from letters home still held in the 

family.      

Arthur's brother, Walter was originally in the 180th Machine Gun Corps but was 

transferred to Number 3 section of 181 Machine Gun Corps. Originally h

Western Front but was then posted to Salonika where he was wounded. He received a 

bayonet wound behind his ear from a Bulgarian soldier. He was then posted to the Middle 

East, where he took part in the Battle of Megiddo, which was a famous 

on the 18th September 1918. Later in

demobilized on 4th June 1919. His demobilization being delayed by riots in Cairo.

of the time he was the batman for an Officer called A. H. K

silver cigarette case in 1918. 

    Another brother, Alf served with the 1st Northamptonshire Regiment. He joined in 1912. 

He was badly wounded in November 1914 and was sent back to England. Doctors never 

managed to remove shrapnel from his legs, as he was weakened by fever and was too ill to 

operate on. He returned to the Western Front in November 1916 and was wounded two weeks 

later. He was missing in action from 22nd May 1918 but had actually been taken prisoner. He 

returned to Abberton in January 1919.
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Regiment) advising them of Arthur's award of the 1914-15 Star. This is for the Balkans 

campaign and was effective 25th April 1915, the date they landed in Gallipoli.

 

His name is commemorated on the MEMORIAL HELLES MEMORIAL, TURKEY 

PANEL 144 to 150 or 229 to 233.  

We know about three of his brothers, who also served, from letters home still held in the 

Arthur's brother, Walter was originally in the 180th Machine Gun Corps but was 

transferred to Number 3 section of 181 Machine Gun Corps. Originally he served on the 

Western Front but was then posted to Salonika where he was wounded. He received a 

bayonet wound behind his ear from a Bulgarian soldier. He was then posted to the Middle 

East, where he took part in the Battle of Megiddo, which was a famous victory for Allenby 

on the 18th September 1918. Later in the war he was based in Cairo. He was ultimately 

on 4th June 1919. His demobilization being delayed by riots in Cairo.

of the time he was the batman for an Officer called A. H. Killick, who gave him an inscribed 

Another brother, Alf served with the 1st Northamptonshire Regiment. He joined in 1912. 

He was badly wounded in November 1914 and was sent back to England. Doctors never 

shrapnel from his legs, as he was weakened by fever and was too ill to 

operate on. He returned to the Western Front in November 1916 and was wounded two weeks 

later. He was missing in action from 22nd May 1918 but had actually been taken prisoner. He 

ned to Abberton in January 1919.  

15 Star. This is for the Balkans 

campaign and was effective 25th April 1915, the date they landed in Gallipoli. 

 

His name is commemorated on the MEMORIAL HELLES MEMORIAL, TURKEY 

We know about three of his brothers, who also served, from letters home still held in the 

Arthur's brother, Walter was originally in the 180th Machine Gun Corps but was 

e served on the 

Western Front but was then posted to Salonika where he was wounded. He received a 

bayonet wound behind his ear from a Bulgarian soldier. He was then posted to the Middle 

victory for Allenby 

the war he was based in Cairo. He was ultimately 

on 4th June 1919. His demobilization being delayed by riots in Cairo. For most 

illick, who gave him an inscribed 

Another brother, Alf served with the 1st Northamptonshire Regiment. He joined in 1912. 

He was badly wounded in November 1914 and was sent back to England. Doctors never 

shrapnel from his legs, as he was weakened by fever and was too ill to 

operate on. He returned to the Western Front in November 1916 and was wounded two weeks 

later. He was missing in action from 22nd May 1918 but had actually been taken prisoner. He 



 

 

Brother Maurice was taken prisoner in 1914 with the 2nd Battalion of the Essex 

Regiment during the early battles of the war.

wounded in Flanders and was ultimately killed at Arras (s

elsewhere on this site). 

 CLARKE William A. J.

Regiment in the 5th Battalion,

on the 14/08/1915 His service number was 1453

Matilda Clarke, of 39, Cramphorn Rd., Chelmsford, Essex.

resided at Chelmsford where he enlisted. He had formerly lived in West Street Tollesbury. 

The 1/5th Battalion was

East Anglian Division.  In May 1915 the formation became assigned to the 161st Brigade, 

54th Division. The division  was a formation created by the establishment of the Territorial 

Force in 1908. In July 1915 they 

they landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. He was killed in action 4 days later.

The sergeant of his company wrote to his parents saying " 

signaller, of a very willing and bright 

death was due to his strong sense of duty. During the advance he lost touch with his section 

and although advised by me to wait until dusk, he felt it his duty to get to his section as soon 

as possible. He had no sooner got on his feet to proceed than he was shot in the head and 

died instantly. I hope it will console you that your son was not a shirker, but died doing his 

duty as a soldier and a man."  

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914
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Brother Maurice was taken prisoner in 1914 with the 2nd Battalion of the Essex 

Regiment during the early battles of the war. Their cousin, Rowland Radford was twice 

wounded in Flanders and was ultimately killed at Arras (see his story, which is included 

 

CLARKE William A. J.  He served as a private with the Essex 

in the 5th Battalion, "A" Company. He was aged 22 when he was killed in action 

His service number was 1453 .William was the son of William and 

Matilda Clarke, of 39, Cramphorn Rd., Chelmsford, Essex.  He was born in Tollesbury. He 

resided at Chelmsford where he enlisted. He had formerly lived in West Street Tollesbury. 

The 1/5th Battalion was  in August 1914 at Chelmsford as part of the Essex Brigade, 

In May 1915 the formation became assigned to the 161st Brigade, 

was a formation created by the establishment of the Territorial 

Force in 1908. In July 1915 they embarked at Liverpool, for Mudros. On the 10 August 1915 

they landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. He was killed in action 4 days later. 

The sergeant of his company wrote to his parents saying " Private Clarke was a good 

signaller, of a very willing and bright disposition and much liked in his section...Your son's 

death was due to his strong sense of duty. During the advance he lost touch with his section 

and although advised by me to wait until dusk, he felt it his duty to get to his section as soon 

. He had no sooner got on his feet to proceed than he was shot in the head and 

died instantly. I hope it will console you that your son was not a shirker, but died doing his 

 

   

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal.

Brother Maurice was taken prisoner in 1914 with the 2nd Battalion of the Essex 

Their cousin, Rowland Radford was twice 

ee his story, which is included 

with the Essex 

"A" Company. He was aged 22 when he was killed in action 

William was the son of William and 

He was born in Tollesbury. He 

resided at Chelmsford where he enlisted. He had formerly lived in West Street Tollesbury.  

Chelmsford as part of the Essex Brigade, 

In May 1915 the formation became assigned to the 161st Brigade, 

was a formation created by the establishment of the Territorial 

embarked at Liverpool, for Mudros. On the 10 August 1915 

Private Clarke was a good 

disposition and much liked in his section...Your son's 

death was due to his strong sense of duty. During the advance he lost touch with his section 

and although advised by me to wait until dusk, he felt it his duty to get to his section as soon 

. He had no sooner got on his feet to proceed than he was shot in the head and 

died instantly. I hope it will console you that your son was not a shirker, but died doing his 

1919 Victory Medal. 
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His Memorial Card 

 

His name is commemorated on the : Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

144 to 150 or 229 to 233.  HELLES MEMORIAL  

 

LAYZELL, Robert Henry.  He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 5th 

Battalion. Age: 29  He was killed in action on the 15/08/1915 His service number was 3213.  

He is shown as a 4 year old in the 1891 census under Tollesbury.  He was the son of Thomas 

and Lucy Layzell, of  West St., Tolleshunt D'Arcy,  

The 1/5th Battalion was in August 1914 at Chelmsford as part of the Essex Brigade, 

East Anglian Division.  In May 1915 the formation became assigned to the 161st Brigade, 

54th Division. The Division was a formation created by the establishment of the Territorial 

Force in 1908. In July 1915 they embarked at Liverpool, for Mudros. On the 10 August 1915 

they landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. 

"British Regiments at Gallipoli" by Ray Westlake, shows that the 1/5thBn (T.F.) left 

Plymouth aboard the "Grampion", with a battalion strength of 29 officers & 649 other ranks 

in command of the 1/5thBn was Lt-Colonel J.M Welch, T.D. The book then lists in some 

detail the officers, and makes mention of the fact that many of the men were not more than 20 

years old, a few under age aged 16 & 17,having embarked at noon on the 22nd July, the 

"Grampion" sailed the next day. 
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Calling at Malta on the 30th July the ship arrived at Alexandria on the 2nd August 

and sailed for Lemnos on the 6th, it arrived at Mudros Harbour the next day, the Battalion 

transferred to the "Hazel" on the 9th sailing after dark for Imbros. 

"Hazel" arrived at 5am the next day, in his history of the Battalion, Major T. Gibbons 

recalls arriving at Imbros and hearing heavy firing from the Peninsular, puffs of smoke could 

also be seen from shells bursting inland, after sailing at 12.30 pm they landed at "A" Beach, 

Sulva without casualties and concentrated a short distance inland. 

The Battalion War Diary then reads, "Moved forward to reserve positions 10 pm, 

ordered forward to second line trenches during night (12th), advanced in single file, halting 

at daybreak and forming two lines. Advanced to relieve 163rd Brigade firing line 4 pm 

(14th), Major Gibbons records distance covered as being just over a mile, he also notes 

heavy shrapnel fire and snipers operating to the left" 

"Relieved 1/5th �orfolks and 1/8th Hampshire in "C" Sector, line held being a fenced, 

ditch facing Kuchuk Anafarta Ova. Casualties during the advance- 14 other ranks killed and 

60 wounded,  2Lt Turner killed while out with patrol after dark." 

"Captain Denton killed by sniper on 16th, Battalion records note fighting of 10th 

(Irish) Division on left at Kiretch Tepe Sirt and the cheering and waving helmets in the air by 

the Irishmen." 

The 1/5th Essex were relieved at 3 am on the 17th and withdrew to reserve positions. 

Hill 10 is a small, low hillock in the Suvla sector. Before the August offensive, a 

German Major Willmer, who commanded the Turkish defences in the region, had a number 

of trenches dug on top of it because he expected a landing in Suvla Bay itself. As hill 10 was 

the only elevated piece of land in the area, he had correctly judged its importance in case of 

an attack. Although he did not possess sufficient barbed wire, he had also had the 

approaches to the hill mined and machine guns installed. For the Allies, the hill was so 

unimportant, that it had even gone unnoticed when they drew up their plans for the landing. 

When they finally did decide to land in the bay, after an ultimate change of plans, at 

9.30 on the evening of 6th August, things began to go wrong from the start. The 34th Brigade 

under Brig. Gen. Sitwell, got hopelessly disorganized during the landing: some of them 

landed much too late, others at locations they did not recognize at all. What was a fact, was 

that they were continuously sniped at by Willmer's pickets. When Sitwell finally arrived 

himself after 3 am, nobody was able to locate Hill 10 precisely. It took the English until after 

6 am before an attack could be staged, that dislodged the Turkish defenders, who withdrew in 

an orderly fashion. With a handful of men, they had held up the best part of a brigade for a 

full night, prevented an early attack on Chocolate Hill planned for 1.30 am, and this way 

gained a lot of precious time for reinforcements to arrive. 



 

 

The picture was taken from the 'crest' of Hill 10, looking at the Salt Lake. In the 

middle is the Cut, the small channel that connects the lake to the sea in winter, and the place 

where an important part of the 34th Brigade lande

offered the Turks a wide field of fire to stop the attackers”. Reference 

user.online.be/~snelders/turks.html

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

His name is commemorated in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: V. G. 5. 

Cemetery: HILL 10 CEMETERY
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The picture was taken from the 'crest' of Hill 10, looking at the Salt Lake. In the 

middle is the Cut, the small channel that connects the lake to the sea in winter, and the place 

where an important part of the 34th Brigade landed. As can be seen, Willmer's position 

offered the Turks a wide field of fire to stop the attackers”. Reference 

user.online.be/~snelders/turks.html 

 

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 
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middle is the Cut, the small channel that connects the lake to the sea in winter, and the place 
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1919 Victory Medal.  
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RICE George Gilbert. He served as a private in the Army Ordnance Corps attached to the 

42nd East Lancashire Division. Date of Death: 22/11/1915. His service number was: 07141  

He was born & lived in Tollesbury and was aged 10 in 1901. He enlisted at Maldon. 

He died of illness -syncope. He had left this parish some years before to join the Police Force 

and had enlisted early 1915 in the Army. He went overseas on the 11
th
 July 1915. 

The East Lancashire Division was the first Territorial Force Division to move 

overseas. On the outbreak of war, the units of the Division were recalled from summer camp 

and billeted near to its headquarters. The men were invited to volunteer for” foreign service” 

in early August and the Division then moved to camps for training. 

The Division was warned on 5 September 1914 that it would be sent to Egypt, and 

four days later it began to embark at Southampton, the first transports sailing on 10 

September. Disembarkation began at Alexandria on 25 September, and with the exception of 

the Manchester Brigade concentrated around Cairo, where acclimatisation and further 

training commenced. (The Manchester Brigade remained at Alexandria, sending one 

Battalion to Khartoum and half a Battalion to Cyprus, to garrison key military installations). 

Initially, Britain set out only to defend the Suez Canal from the Turkish troops that 

were massed in Palestine, and it was for this purpose that the East Lancashire Division was 

moved to the theatre. Detachments from the Division began to move to the Canal Zone in 

October 1914. 

The first clash occurred on 20 �ovember 1914, when a patrol of the Bikanir Camel 

Corps met 200 Turk-controlled mounted Bedouin east of Kantara. By mid January, the Turks 

were ready to advance, having assembled a force of 2 Divisions with another in reserve, plus 

assorted camel and horse units. This was not big, considering the scale of their ambition to 

wrest Egypt from British control and score a strategic success by seizing the canal. The force 

took the central route, taking ten days to cross the Sinai, intending to capture Ismailia and 

therefore the critical drinking water supplies. British aircraft tracked their progress; on 28 

January 1915 observers identified a large column of troops on the centre route. British and 

French ships entered the canal, and opened fire while infantry manned defensive positions. 

Patrols clashed on 2 February, but a sandstorm halted any further action until next 

day.  Various units of the East Lancashire Division were engaged in defending against the 

Turk attack on 3 February 1915. Once this first threat had subsided, they remained in the 

Canal Zone, until ordered to reinforce the beleaguered garrison on Gallipoli. 

Gallipoli:- British and French forces landed on the Gallipoli peninsula, and French 

on the other side of the Dardenelles Straits, on 25 April 1915.The East Lancashire Division 

began to embark at Alexandria on 1 May 1915. The first transports left next day, and the last 

on 6 May. 14,224 men of the Division landed at Cape Helles. 

The Division was involved in three notable attempts to break out of the Helles 

bridgehead to capture the dominating heights around the village of Krithia. These attacks 

took place on 6-8 May (in which only the Lancashire Fusiliers Brigade of the Division took 

part), 4 June and 6-13 August. The last of these is known officially as the battle of Krithia 

Vineyard, which gives some impression of the relatively small areas being contested so 

violently. It was undertaken not only to try to capture ground but to divert Turk attention 

from a large British landing further up the coast at Suvla Bay – an enterprise which failed, 



 

 

and ultimately led to the decision to evacuate the hopeless position on Gallipoli. By mid 

August the East Lancashire Division, through battle casualties and sickness, was down to 

little more than one third of its normal establishment.”

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

He is buried in Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: III. D. 104. EAST MUDROS 

THE BATTLE OF AUBERS RIDGE 9

HAZELWOOD, Walter E.  He served as a Rifleman

Battalion. He died of wounds: 15/05/1915. His service number was: 5/4501. 

"Soldier died WW1", he had been

census shows him as Walter Hazelwood and aged 6, born in Suffolk Capel St Andrew living at that 

time in East Suffolk at Boyton    

news reached the village that he had been "Missing in Action" in

confirmation came through that he had in fact been killed.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

and ultimately led to the decision to evacuate the hopeless position on Gallipoli. By mid 

August the East Lancashire Division, through battle casualties and sickness, was down to 

ittle more than one third of its normal establishment.” 

   

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

 

He is buried in Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: III. D. 104. EAST MUDROS 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

AUBERS RIDGE 9
TH

 MAY 1915 

 

He served as a Rifleman with the King's Royal Rifle Corps

He died of wounds: 15/05/1915. His service number was: 5/4501.  According to the record 

"Soldier died WW1", he had been born  in Boyton  and enlisted  at Colchester.  Though the 1901 

Walter Hazelwood and aged 6, born in Suffolk Capel St Andrew living at that 

 He had at one stage held the temporary rank of Lance Corporal.

that he had been "Missing in Action" in May 1915. In September 

confirmation came through that he had in fact been killed. 

and ultimately led to the decision to evacuate the hopeless position on Gallipoli. By mid 

August the East Lancashire Division, through battle casualties and sickness, was down to 

1919 Victory Medal.  

 

He is buried in Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: III. D. 104. EAST MUDROS 
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Though the 1901 

Walter Hazelwood and aged 6, born in Suffolk Capel St Andrew living at that 

He had at one stage held the temporary rank of Lance Corporal.  The 

May 1915. In September 
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“1st Battalion in August 1914 was stationed in Aldershot.  On the 11 August 1914 they moved 

to France, landing at (Le) Havre. They were attached to Lines of Communication, which was part of 
6th Brigade, 2nd Division. Walter however crossed to France on the 29th �ovember 1914. 

One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 2nd Division remained on the Western Front 

throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions as follows:- The Battle of Mons, The 
Affair of Landrecies, Rearguard Actions of Villers-Cotterets, The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of 

the Aisne, First Battle of Ypres. He died of wounds sustained in the Battle of Aubers Ridge, 9 May 
1915.During the 1st Day the bulk of the fighting was carried out by the 1st Division. 5.00pm. General 
Haig, hearing of the continued failure of the Southern attack, orders 2nd Division to relieve 1st 

Division with a view to a bayonet attack at dusk, 8.00pm. This attack was subsequently deferred due 
to major road congestion. 

10 May 1915 2.30 am: The 200 or so surviving Rifle Brigade and Royal Irish Rifles were 

withdrawn from their position, all efforts to reinforce them having been repulsed. 

3.00am: the last few Kensingtons also returned from their position; all British troops were 
now out of the German lines. Around this time, First Army HQ, having by now got a good picture of 

the losses, failures and general conditions, called a Commanders conference for 9.00am, to take 
place at I Corps HQ on the Locon road, some 1.5 miles from Bethune. 

9.00am: the Army and Corps commanders and staffs in attendance learned that there was 
insufficient artillery ammunition to continue two attacks. (The Secretary of State for War, Kitchener, 

had also just ordered a considerable portion of existing stocks to be sent to the Dardanelles); for 
example there were only some 3,000 18-lbr rounds left, and some of that was way behind the firing 



 

 

positions. They also heard that the 4.7
was too defective for further use, and that the fuses on 15

the shells simply did not burst on hitting the w
were cancelled at 1.20pm; the views of the conference were transmitted to GHQ. 7th Division was 

ordered to move from its position �orth of �euve Chapelle to the South of it, with a view to 
strengthening a future offensive there.

British casualties from the 9 May attacks continued to move through the Field Ambulances 

for at least three days after the attack.

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's

Commonwealth War Memorial Reference: Panel 32 and 33. Memorial: LE TOURET MEMORIAL

SLEET William Henry He served with the Suffolk Regiment in the 2nd Battalion. (Served 

as SMITH). He was killed in a

was12931. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Sleet, of Mell Rd., Tollesbury. He was born at 

Harwich. He went to France 17

  The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was at the Curragh in Ireland

Brigade, 5th Division.  On the 30 September 1914 it was transferred to GHQ after suffering 

heavy casualties at Le Cateau. 25 October 1914 it was attached to 8th Brigade, 3rd 

Division.  One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 3rd 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions.
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positions. They also heard that the 4.7-inch ammunition that had caused problems on IV Corps front 
was too defective for further use, and that the fuses on 15-inch heavy rounds were also defective and 

the shells simply did not burst on hitting the wet ground. All further orders for renewing the attack 
were cancelled at 1.20pm; the views of the conference were transmitted to GHQ. 7th Division was 

ordered to move from its position �orth of �euve Chapelle to the South of it, with a view to 
a future offensive there. 

British casualties from the 9 May attacks continued to move through the Field Ambulances 

for at least three days after the attack. 

 

1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919  Victory medal. 

ded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury  

 

Commonwealth War Memorial Reference: Panel 32 and 33. Memorial: LE TOURET MEMORIAL

 

He served with the Suffolk Regiment in the 2nd Battalion. (Served 

as SMITH). He was killed in action on the 22 July 1915. Age 30: His service number 

was12931. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Sleet, of Mell Rd., Tollesbury. He was born at 

Harwich. He went to France 17
th
 February 1915. 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was at the Curragh in Ireland as part of 14th 

On the 30 September 1914 it was transferred to GHQ after suffering 

heavy casualties at Le Cateau. 25 October 1914 it was attached to 8th Brigade, 3rd 

One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 3rd Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions.
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was12931. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Sleet, of Mell Rd., Tollesbury. He was born at 
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The Division was involved in

bombardment from 5am to noon, followed by an infantry attack from the �o

loss of the ruins of the Chateau and Stables. At this time the position had been occupied by 

regiments of the 3rd Cavalry Division. During the evening, two Companies of the 1st 

Lincolns and one of the 4th Royal Fusiliers of 9th Brigade 

counterattacked and successfully recovered the Stables. At 7pm on 19th July 1915, a large 

mine was exploded by 175th Tunnelling Company RE, under a German trench position. The 

spoil from the detonation threw up a lip 15 feet high, aroun

feet wide. After the firing, it was immediately occupied by two Companies of the 4th 

Middlesex (8th Brigade, 3rd Division). British artillery quelled all signs of German attempts 

to recover the crater.” 

  William earned the 1914

Medal.  

. 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 21. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL, Ieper, West

THE BATTLE OF LOOS 25 September 

At the end of the first day, 25th September) the men on the field were exhausted, many 

of the officers and �CO’s were dead, one sixth of the force were casualties, there was 

insufficient artillery and much of the German wire was still unbroken

was taken that the attack would be pressed forward on the second day and for this the 

general reserve would be brought forward; this consisted of two raw divisions (the 21st & 

24th), the Guards Division and the cavalry. When the arm

the war it was naturally filled with men from all walks of life, many with inadequate training 

and that was often with practice equipment rather than the real thing. The officers too came 
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The Division was involved in Actions of Hooge. On 2nd June 1915, a severe German 

bombardment from 5am to noon, followed by an infantry attack from the �o

loss of the ruins of the Chateau and Stables. At this time the position had been occupied by 

regiments of the 3rd Cavalry Division. During the evening, two Companies of the 1st 

Lincolns and one of the 4th Royal Fusiliers of 9th Brigade of the 3rd Division 

counterattacked and successfully recovered the Stables. At 7pm on 19th July 1915, a large 

mine was exploded by 175th Tunnelling Company RE, under a German trench position. The 

spoil from the detonation threw up a lip 15 feet high, around a crater 20 feet deep and 120 

feet wide. After the firing, it was immediately occupied by two Companies of the 4th 

Middlesex (8th Brigade, 3rd Division). British artillery quelled all signs of German attempts 

   

1914-15 Star: the British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 21. 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

THE BATTLE OF LOOS 25 September - 19 October 1915 

At the end of the first day, 25th September) the men on the field were exhausted, many 

of the officers and �CO’s were dead, one sixth of the force were casualties, there was 

insufficient artillery and much of the German wire was still unbroken. However, the decision 

was taken that the attack would be pressed forward on the second day and for this the 

general reserve would be brought forward; this consisted of two raw divisions (the 21st & 

24th), the Guards Division and the cavalry. When the army had expanded after the start of 

the war it was naturally filled with men from all walks of life, many with inadequate training 

and that was often with practice equipment rather than the real thing. The officers too came 

On 2nd June 1915, a severe German 

bombardment from 5am to noon, followed by an infantry attack from the �ortheast, led to the 

loss of the ruins of the Chateau and Stables. At this time the position had been occupied by 

regiments of the 3rd Cavalry Division. During the evening, two Companies of the 1st 

of the 3rd Division 

counterattacked and successfully recovered the Stables. At 7pm on 19th July 1915, a large 

mine was exploded by 175th Tunnelling Company RE, under a German trench position. The 

d a crater 20 feet deep and 120 

feet wide. After the firing, it was immediately occupied by two Companies of the 4th 

Middlesex (8th Brigade, 3rd Division). British artillery quelled all signs of German attempts 

15 Star: the British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 21. 
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to the front with ed training, and some of that inexperience would show as the 21st and 24th 

divisions moved to their positions. There is a comment in the War Diary of the 12th West 

Yorkshire when they took up their position on the morning of the 26th; “The battalion was 

facing �.E., the sun could not be seen, and no-one thought of taking out a compass, being 

altogether under the impression that they were facing East.” 

But they were young men and they ‘led from the front’. Philip Warner wrote of them; 

“...officers had minimal training. Their sole virtue was the courage and dedication which 

enabled them to lead a platoon over the top of the trench into deadly machine-gun fire. .......it 

would be wrong to minimize the influence of the young, unfledged, doomed officers.” 

 

The map is from the IWM trench map CD shows the area over which the 21st and 

24th divisions would attack. Just below the ‘X’ is Chalk Pit Wood with Chalk Pit Quarry at 

its NE corner. Bois Hugo and Hill 70 are also marked (C) IWM 

All the Ist  and IVth Corps reserves had been used in the battle on day one, and whilst 

the general reserve had the Guards Division, as well as the 21st & 24th, the Guards would be 

kept as ‘last resort’, so the 21st & 24th, in spite of their rawness would have to help win the 

day. The plan was for them to attack at 11.00 on the 26th, go through the German second 

line, which was considered to be weak, and on to the Haute-Deule Canal. The cavalry would 

then pass through and on to the Flanders Plain. That was the plan. As general reserve these 

divisions were under the direct control of Sir John French and he had promised that the 21st 

and 24th divisions would not be called on “unless and until the Germans were absolutely 

smashed and retiring in disorder”. However, Haig needed them and the Germans were not 

retiring in disorder but French decided that the reports of the First Army having broken the 

German line were sufficient cause to allow him to release them to Haig. When the battle 

started though, these reserves were not close to the battlefield as one would like, they were 
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some miles back and so would need to route-march forward. The battalion history of 10th 

York and Lancs says that they were “some eight miles from the new front” when they were 

ordered forward. The HQ staffs believed that the German second line was weak, but they had 

not allowed for the determination of the enemy, who had brought forward some seven 

divisions to strengthen that line with men, machine-guns and new uncut wire. The Germans 

now reoccupied the many small quarries, mine workings and the Bois Hugo that they had 

evacuated on the 25th, with the benefit of hindsight if the reserves had been brought up on the 

first day, these positions may well have been easily occupied by the British, as it was they 

allowed the enemy to give the new divisions a harsh introduction to the war. 

 

 

Loos. Looking across from the British line, the most prominent landmark on the front was the 

pithead. Reference http://www.1914-1918.net/bat13.htm (C) IWM 

On the first day there had been an artillery bombardment for some four days 

previously and the exit of the troops from the trenches had been covered by the release of gas 

and smoke, it would be different for the new troops on day two. There was insufficient 

artillery to give any useful barrage, no smoke and no gas, and they were to advance over the 

open ground of �o Man’s Land. The start point for the attack would be the captured German 

trenches, many of them with pockets of gas still remaining from the previous day, and many 

with the corpses of the previous occupants still there. This was the first time many of the new 

troops would have seen dead men, and now they had to take their turn and go over the top. 

Mention has been made of the lack of experience of the officers, and it had some 

repercussions as the new units went into the line. There was a deal of confusion as they tried 

to map read their way on poor maps and the divisional artillery found itself positioned about 

a half mile in front of its intended position. As the morning fog cleared they found themselves 

overlooked by the Germans, and shelled by the German artillery. Philip Warner has an 

eyewitness account of the arrival of the new divisions; “We also saw some stragglers from 

the hapless 21st and 24th divisions who had been marching all night from their billets miles 

behind the front line. They were only partly trained troops, had never been under fire before, 

and had no food for many hours. They were, of course, demoralised - poor devils.” 

The 21st and 24th Divisions were planned to attack on a front between Bois Hugo and 

Hulluch, and carry on through to the canal, at the same time attacks would continue against 

Hill 70 in the south and the area around the Hohenzollern in the north. Reference 

http://www.btinternet.com/~NavRadar/yorkandlancs/26th_september.html  
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JU#IPER,  Bertram Charles. He served as a private with the Essex Regiment in the 2nd 

Battalion. 12th Brigade, 4th Division. He was killed in action on the 15/09/1915 His service 

number was 10776. He was born in Wigborough, Essex, enlisted at Colchester & was a 

resident of Wigborough. He was served in France & Flanders.  

“The 2nd Battalion in August 1914were stationed in Chatham as part of 12th 

Brigade, 4th Division. One of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time to 

join the hard-pressed Divisions of II Corps at The Battle of Le Cateau. The 4th Division 

remained on the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in many of the major actions. 

  1914 The Battle of Le Cateau The Division fought in this action without its Mounted 

Troops, Heavy Battery, Divisional Ammunition Column, Field Companies RE, Signals 

Company RE, Field Ambulances RAMC and Divisional Train, which were all still en-route 

from England. Also the Battle of the Marne, the Battle of the Aisne and the Battle of 

Messines  

1914 Units of 4th Division took part in the famous Christmas Truce while they were 

still in this area, in trenches near Ploegsteert Wood. 

1915 The Second Battle of Ypres 22 April - 25 May 1915”. The date of his death is 

confirmed by his medal card and precedes this battle. 



 

 

 He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. C. 4. Cemetery: 

SUCRERIE MILITARY CEMETERY, COLINCAMPS

LEWIS William. He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 11th 

Battalion. Age34. He was killed in action 25/09/1915. His service numbe

was born at Tollesbury and resided at Tiptree.

Sarah. In 1901 he had a sister Annie aged 16. He enlisted at Colchester.

 He served in France & Flanders. In November 1915 there were reports he had be

wounded and was" missing in action" sadly he had been killed. He was first of all seen to fall 

seriously wounded. While his wounds were being dressed a stray bullet from a machine gun 

struck him in the head and killed him outright. His cousin, Uriah Lea

charge, spoke to him and said goodbye. Uriah died of wounds a month later.

enlisted on the outbreak of war, and although he had been away from Tollesbury for some 

years, he often visited his old home. On his last visi

communion in the Church which he loved so well.

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the

transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division

“The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3,

during September 1914. The Division cro
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1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

uried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. C. 4. Cemetery: 

SUCRERIE MILITARY CEMETERY, COLINCAMPS 

 

He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 11th 

Age34. He was killed in action 25/09/1915. His service number was 12961. He 

was born at Tollesbury and resided at Tiptree.  His father was Samuel Lewis & his mother 

Sarah. In 1901 he had a sister Annie aged 16. He enlisted at Colchester. 

He served in France & Flanders. In November 1915 there were reports he had be

wounded and was" missing in action" sadly he had been killed. He was first of all seen to fall 

seriously wounded. While his wounds were being dressed a stray bullet from a machine gun 

struck him in the head and killed him outright. His cousin, Uriah Leavett, who was also in the 

charge, spoke to him and said goodbye. Uriah died of wounds a month later.

enlisted on the outbreak of war, and although he had been away from Tollesbury for some 

years, he often visited his old home. On his last visit, just before going to France, he took 

communion in the Church which he loved so well. 

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the  27th October 1915 ; 

transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.”  

“The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham 

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It 

1919 Victory Medal.  

 

uried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. C. 4. Cemetery: 

He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 11th 

r was 12961. He 

His father was Samuel Lewis & his mother 

He served in France & Flanders. In November 1915 there were reports he had been 

wounded and was" missing in action" sadly he had been killed. He was first of all seen to fall 

seriously wounded. While his wounds were being dressed a stray bullet from a machine gun 
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“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the  11th October 

27th October 1915 ; 

were assembled around Shoreham 

4th September 1915. It 



 

 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties.”

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

Corporal with the Essex Regimen

in action 26/09/1915. His service number was 12929

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

ritish assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties.”  He was killed in action in this fighting.

   

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

85 to 87. LOOS MEMORIAL 

 

 JAMES, Charles Henry He served as a Lance 

Corporal with the Essex Regiment in the: 11th Battalion. Charles was aged 20

His service number was 12929  

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

ritish assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

was killed in action in this fighting. 

1919 Victory Medal.  

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

He served as a Lance 

Charles was aged 20 He was killed 



 

 

“11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of K3.         

In September 1914 it was attached to the 71st Brigade, 24

30th August 1915 with the 11th Battalion. The Division's first experience was truly appalling. 

Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the 

reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties”. 

subsequently found he had been buried by another regiment.

 National Archives Medal Roll shows he earned 1914

British War Medal & Allied Victory Medals (WO329/1376). He was born in Rowhedge and 

was living at 4 Albion Street, when he enlisted at 

Alice James, of 478, Foxhall Rd., Ipswich.

Shipwrights working on H. M. S. Ganges in 1911.

apprentices from the Iron Works in the 11th Es

captain of the yacht Firecrest. 1901 Census shows Charles James aged 6 born and living at 

East Donyland and listed as a 

London living at East Donyland &

Donyland working as a Mariner. 

He is commemorated on the

85 to 87 LOOS MEMORIAL   

MILLS, Sydney. He served as a private with the Essex Regiment

was aged 21. He was killed in action 26/09/ His service number was 14106. He was the son 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

“11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of K3.         

In September 1914 it was attached to the 71st Brigade, 24th Division. He went to France 

30th August 1915 with the 11th Battalion. The Division's first experience was truly appalling. 

Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the 

reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties”. Originally posted missing at the Battle of Loos, it was 

had been buried by another regiment.  

   

National Archives Medal Roll shows he earned 1914-15 Star  (WO329/2728) and 

British War Medal & Allied Victory Medals (WO329/1376). He was born in Rowhedge and 

at 4 Albion Street, when he enlisted at Colchester. He was the son of Philip and 

Alice James, of 478, Foxhall Rd., Ipswich. He appears in a group photo of Rowhedge 

Shipwrights working on H. M. S. Ganges in 1911. He enlisted with several of the other 

apprentices from the Iron Works in the 11th Essex in September 1914. His father Philip was a 

. 1901 Census shows Charles James aged 6 born and living at 

 scholar. His mother, Alice James aged 32 was born in Stepney 

nd & his father, Philip James aged 32 was born & living at East 

working as a Mariner.  

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

   Also the East Donyland Memorial has a Charles H James

  

. He served as a private with the Essex Regiment in the 11th Battalion.

was aged 21. He was killed in action 26/09/ His service number was 14106. He was the son 

“11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of K3.         

He went to France 

30th August 1915 with the 11th Battalion. The Division's first experience was truly appalling. 

Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the 

planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

Originally posted missing at the Battle of Loos, it was 

(WO329/2728) and 

British War Medal & Allied Victory Medals (WO329/1376). He was born in Rowhedge and 

Colchester. He was the son of Philip and 

He appears in a group photo of Rowhedge 

He enlisted with several of the other 

sex in September 1914. His father Philip was a 

. 1901 Census shows Charles James aged 6 born and living at 

scholar. His mother, Alice James aged 32 was born in Stepney 

his father, Philip James aged 32 was born & living at East 

Memorial Reference: Panel 

Also the East Donyland Memorial has a Charles H James 

in the 11th Battalion. He 

was aged 21. He was killed in action 26/09/ His service number was 14106. He was the son 



 

 

of Jabez William and Catherine Mills, of Masonic Cottages, Tollesbury, Essex. H

and resided in Tollesbury. He enlisted at Colchester.

September 14th 1914. He went overseas the following August serving in France & 

Flanders.  In November 1915 there were reports he had been wounded and was" mis

action" sadly he had been killed. The news of his death reached Tollesbury in October 1916.

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the

transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division

The 11th battalion of the Essex was part of the 24th Division of K3. It was assembled 

around Shoreham during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August 

September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first 

experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced 

marches brought it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too 

far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th 

September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties.”

this action. Uriah Leavett from Tollesbury also died in this action.

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

85 to 87. LOOS MEMORIAL 

THOMPSO# John. He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 11th Battalion. 

71st Brigade, 24th Division He was killed in action 26/09/1915. His service number was 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

of Jabez William and Catherine Mills, of Masonic Cottages, Tollesbury, Essex. H

and resided in Tollesbury. He enlisted at Colchester.  He joined the Essex Regiment on 

September 14th 1914. He went overseas the following August serving in France & 

In November 1915 there were reports he had been wounded and was" mis

action" sadly he had been killed. The news of his death reached Tollesbury in October 1916.

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915 he was 

transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.  

The 11th battalion of the Essex was part of the 24th Division of K3. It was assembled 

September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August 

September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first 

experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced 

ght it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too 

far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th 

September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties.”  He was killed in 

this action. Uriah Leavett from Tollesbury also died in this action. 

 

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

RIAL  

 

He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 11th Battalion. 

71st Brigade, 24th Division He was killed in action 26/09/1915. His service number was 

of Jabez William and Catherine Mills, of Masonic Cottages, Tollesbury, Essex. He was born 

He joined the Essex Regiment on 

September 14th 1914. He went overseas the following August serving in France & 

In November 1915 there were reports he had been wounded and was" missing in 

action" sadly he had been killed. The news of his death reached Tollesbury in October 1916. 

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 11th October 

27th October 1915 he was 

The 11th battalion of the Essex was part of the 24th Division of K3. It was assembled 

September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th 

September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first 

experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced 

ght it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too 

far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th 

He was killed in action in 

1919 Victory Medal.  

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 11th Battalion. 

71st Brigade, 24th Division He was killed in action 26/09/1915. His service number was 



 

 

16411.He had been born in Watersfield Suffolk & enlisted at Colchester.

of Great Wigborough. 

  “The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division A Division of K3, the 

units were assembled around Shoreham during Sept

France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the 

war. He crossed on the30th August 1915.

The Division's first experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a 

few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. 

GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was 

sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 c

He was awarded the 1914

Medal. 

 He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Reference: Panel 85 to 87. 

Memorial: LOOS MEMORIAL

WILSHER, Alfred.  He served as a Corporal with the Essex Regiment in the 11th Battalion. 

71st Brigade, 24th Division. Alfred was aged 26 He was killed in action on the 27/09/1915 

Alfred was the son of Ethan and Eva Lavinia Wilsher, of 3, Spring Crescent, Tolleshunt 

D'Arcy, Essex. . He had been born in Wigborough & enlisted at Colchester. 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

16411.He had been born in Watersfield Suffolk & enlisted at Colchester.  He 

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division A Division of K3, the 

units were assembled around Shoreham during September 1914. The Division crossed to 

4th September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the 

war. He crossed on the30th August 1915. 

The Division's first experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a 

s, lengthy forced marches brought it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. 

GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was 

sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 c

   

He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Reference: Panel 85 to 87. 

Memorial: LOOS MEMORIAL 

 

He served as a Corporal with the Essex Regiment in the 11th Battalion. 

71st Brigade, 24th Division. Alfred was aged 26 He was killed in action on the 27/09/1915 

Alfred was the son of Ethan and Eva Lavinia Wilsher, of 3, Spring Crescent, Tolleshunt 

, Essex. . He had been born in Wigborough & enlisted at Colchester. 

He was a resident 

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division A Division of K3, the 

ember 1914. The Division crossed to 

4th September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the 

The Division's first experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a 

s, lengthy forced marches brought it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. 

GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was 

sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties”  

1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Reference: Panel 85 to 87. 

He served as a Corporal with the Essex Regiment in the 11th Battalion. 

71st Brigade, 24th Division. Alfred was aged 26 He was killed in action on the 27/09/1915 

Alfred was the son of Ethan and Eva Lavinia Wilsher, of 3, Spring Crescent, Tolleshunt 

, Essex. . He had been born in Wigborough & enlisted at Colchester.  



 

 

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September191gade, 24th Division a Division of K3, the units were assembled around 

Shoreham during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August 

September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the war.

The Division's first experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a 

few days, lengthy forced marches brought

GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was 

sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties” 

including Alfred. 

He was awarded the 1914

Medal.  

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

85 to 87.  LOOS MEMORIAL

LEAVETT Uriah Thomas   He served as a private with the Essex Re

Battalion. Age: 23 He died of wounds on the 05/10/1915

was the son of Harry and Elizabeth Leavett. He enlisted in Colchester He was born & resided 

in Tollesbury.  Uriah served in France and Flanders

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915 ; 

transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September191gade, 24th Division a Division of K3, the units were assembled around 

ptember 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August 

September 1915. It served on the Western Front throughout the war. 

The Division's first experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a 

few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. 

GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was 

sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties” 

   

He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

85 to 87.  LOOS MEMORIAL 

 

He served as a private with the Essex Regiment in the 11th 

Age: 23 He died of wounds on the 05/10/1915 His service number was 14107. He 

was the son of Harry and Elizabeth Leavett. He enlisted in Colchester He was born & resided 

Uriah served in France and Flanders  

11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915 ; 

sferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.  

“The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September191gade, 24th Division a Division of K3, the units were assembled around 

ptember 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th 

The Division's first experience was truly appalling. Having been in France for only a 

it into the reserve for the British assault at Loos. 

GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful reinforcement on the first day, but it was 

sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it suffered more than 3,900 casualties” 

1915 Star, The British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

giment in the 11th 

His service number was 14107. He 

was the son of Harry and Elizabeth Leavett. He enlisted in Colchester He was born & resided 

11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the  11th October 

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915 ; 



 

 

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham 

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August 

served on the Western Front throughout the 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties.

William Lewis, who was also in the charge had been mortally wounded. 

Uriah  stopped  and spoke to William and said goodbye as he passed.

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot B. Row 1. Grave  

3. CALAIS SOUTHERN CEMETERY

PO#DER, Alexander Charles

Regiment in the 1/6th Battalion. TF 137th Brigade, 46th Division. Age: 36  He died of 

wounds: 13/10/1915 His service number was 3728 . He was the son of Charles and Elizabeth 

Ponder, of Gar House, Great Wigborough, Colchester. Alex Ponder was born in North 

Woolwich in Essex in 1879. His parents lived at Great Wigborough, near Colchester but he 

had lodged with his uncle at 11 Charles Street in Willenhall for some time prior to the 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham 

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties.  He died of wounds sustained in this action. 

William Lewis, who was also in the charge had been mortally wounded. 

poke to William and said goodbye as he passed. 

   

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot B. Row 1. Grave  

3. CALAIS SOUTHERN CEMETERY 

 

Alexander Charles. He served as a Lance Corporal with the South Staffordshire 

Regiment in the 1/6th Battalion. TF 137th Brigade, 46th Division. Age: 36  He died of 

wounds: 13/10/1915 His service number was 3728 . He was the son of Charles and Elizabeth 

der, of Gar House, Great Wigborough, Colchester. Alex Ponder was born in North 

Woolwich in Essex in 1879. His parents lived at Great Wigborough, near Colchester but he 

had lodged with his uncle at 11 Charles Street in Willenhall for some time prior to the 

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham 

4th September 1915. It 

war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

He died of wounds sustained in this action. His cousin, 

William Lewis, who was also in the charge had been mortally wounded. 

1919 Victory Medal.  

 

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot B. Row 1. Grave  

. He served as a Lance Corporal with the South Staffordshire 

Regiment in the 1/6th Battalion. TF 137th Brigade, 46th Division. Age: 36  He died of 

wounds: 13/10/1915 His service number was 3728 . He was the son of Charles and Elizabeth 

der, of Gar House, Great Wigborough, Colchester. Alex Ponder was born in North 

Woolwich in Essex in 1879. His parents lived at Great Wigborough, near Colchester but he 

had lodged with his uncle at 11 Charles Street in Willenhall for some time prior to the war. 



 

 

Ponder was working at Willenhall Gasworks at the time he joined the 6th Battalion at 

Wolverhampton in October 1914. 

“1/6th Battalion had been formed in

the Staffordshire Brigade, �orth Midland Division. 

137th Brigade, 46th Division. The Division was a formation created by the establishment of 

the Territorial Force in 1908. It moved to France 23rd

13 October 1915: The renewal of the British attack

an ideal wind for moving gas towards the enemy. XI Corps orders were to recover the 

Quarries and Fosse 8; IV Corps were to consolidate the line of the Lens

between Chalk Pit Wood and the Vermelles

46th Division only completed its relief of the Guards Division in Big Willie at 6.00am 

due to congestion of the trenches and the confusion resulting from the enemy's counter

attack. This Division, freshly arrived from Ypres, had no prior knowledge of the ground

attacked. On first examination CO Major

bombers, gradually taking the position trench by trench. He was overruled by XI Corps HQ, 

and told to attack in the same way that 9th Division had on 25th Septembe

largely succeeded but at a cost of more than 6,000 men).

�oon. Heavy British bombardment opens up. 54 heavy and 86 field howitzers, with 

286 field guns, fire for two hours on enemy trenches in or approaching the Hohenzollern 

Redoubt, Fosse 8, the Quarries, Gun Trench and the positions south to Chalk Pit Wood. It 

was to prove too light to do sufficient damage to the enemy positions.

The casualties sustained by his battalion were: 

officers”  

Lance-Corporal Ponder was mortally wounded during the attack on the Hohenzollern 

Redoubt on 13 October 1915. He was evacuated from the front line but died of his wounds 

later the same day at the Advanced Dressing Station at Vermelles Chateau

 He was awarded the 1914 

Allied Victory Medal. 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Ponder was working at Willenhall Gasworks at the time he joined the 6th Battalion at 

Wolverhampton in October 1914.   

“1/6th Battalion had been formed in August 1914  in Wolverhampton and was part of 

the Staffordshire Brigade, �orth Midland Division. 12 May 1915 the formation became the 

137th Brigade, 46th Division. The Division was a formation created by the establishment of 

the Territorial Force in 1908. It moved to France 23rd-28th February 1915.

The renewal of the British attack   A bright, sunny day with 

an ideal wind for moving gas towards the enemy. XI Corps orders were to recover the 

Quarries and Fosse 8; IV Corps were to consolidate the line of the Lens-La Bassée road 

between Chalk Pit Wood and the Vermelles-Hulluch road. 

Division only completed its relief of the Guards Division in Big Willie at 6.00am 

due to congestion of the trenches and the confusion resulting from the enemy's counter

attack. This Division, freshly arrived from Ypres, had no prior knowledge of the ground

attacked. On first examination CO Major-General Stuart-Wortley wished to attack using 

bombers, gradually taking the position trench by trench. He was overruled by XI Corps HQ, 

and told to attack in the same way that 9th Division had on 25th September (which had 

largely succeeded but at a cost of more than 6,000 men). 

�oon. Heavy British bombardment opens up. 54 heavy and 86 field howitzers, with 

286 field guns, fire for two hours on enemy trenches in or approaching the Hohenzollern 

the Quarries, Gun Trench and the positions south to Chalk Pit Wood. It 

was to prove too light to do sufficient damage to the enemy positions. 

The casualties sustained by his battalion were: - 6th South Staffordshire 407, of which 18 

al Ponder was mortally wounded during the attack on the Hohenzollern 

Redoubt on 13 October 1915. He was evacuated from the front line but died of his wounds 

later the same day at the Advanced Dressing Station at Vermelles Chateau 

 

He was awarded the 1914 -1915 Star for France, The British War Medal and the 

Ponder was working at Willenhall Gasworks at the time he joined the 6th Battalion at 

in Wolverhampton and was part of 

12 May 1915 the formation became the 

137th Brigade, 46th Division. The Division was a formation created by the establishment of 

28th February 1915. 

A bright, sunny day with 

an ideal wind for moving gas towards the enemy. XI Corps orders were to recover the 

La Bassée road 

Division only completed its relief of the Guards Division in Big Willie at 6.00am 

due to congestion of the trenches and the confusion resulting from the enemy's counter-

attack. This Division, freshly arrived from Ypres, had no prior knowledge of the ground to be 

Wortley wished to attack using 

bombers, gradually taking the position trench by trench. He was overruled by XI Corps HQ, 

r (which had 

�oon. Heavy British bombardment opens up. 54 heavy and 86 field howitzers, with 

286 field guns, fire for two hours on enemy trenches in or approaching the Hohenzollern 

the Quarries, Gun Trench and the positions south to Chalk Pit Wood. It 

6th South Staffordshire 407, of which 18 

al Ponder was mortally wounded during the attack on the Hohenzollern 

Redoubt on 13 October 1915. He was evacuated from the front line but died of his wounds 

 

1915 Star for France, The British War Medal and the 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

 He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. F. 12. 

VERMELLES BRITISH CEMETERY 

 

BOLEY,  Bertie.  He served as a Lance Corporal with the Royal Fusiliers in the 1st 

Battalion. 17th Brigade, 6th Division. He was aged 33 when killed in action on the 

19/11/1915. His service number was L/11524. He was born in Salcott, enlisted in London and 

his residence was at Chiswick. He served in France & Flanders. The 1901 census confirms he 

was born in Salcott and shows he was aged 19 working as a waiter at Wood Green.   

“The 1st Battalion in August 1914 had been in Kinsale in Ireland. It was part of 17th 

Brigade, 6th Division. This peacetime Division of the army was quartered in Ireland and 

England at the outbreak of war, and was ordered to concentrate near Cambridge. By early 

September it was fully equipped and trained. On the 10 September 1914, it landed at St 

�azaire and proceeded to the Western Front, where it remained throughout the war. The 

Division arrived in time to reinforce the hard-pressed BEF on the Aisne, before the whole 

army was moved north into Flanders. After much hard fighting the 17th Division was 

transferred to the  24th Division, 14 October 1915. This transfer was to beef up the 24th 

Division , which had been severely mauled in the Battle of Loos 25 September - 19 October 

1915. This attack of 6 Divisions was a mighty offensive indeed - it was referred to as 'The Big 

Push'. Taking place on ground not of their choosing and before stocks of ammunition and 

heavy artillery were sufficient, the opening of the battle was noteworthy for the first use of 

poison gas by the British Army. Despite heavy casualties, there was considerable success on 

the first day in breaking into the deep enemy positions near Loos and Hulluch. But the 

reserves had been held too far from the battle front to be able to exploit the successes and 

succeeding days were bogged down into a war of attrition for minor gains.” 



 

 

He was awarded the 1914 Mons Star; 1914

Medal. 

 He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 6 

and 8. YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL

The following men also died in this year but have their profi

sections shown in brackets 

LAYZELL,   Frank (Chapter 1)

 ALLE#, William.    (Chapter 5)

HARRIS, Benjamin  (Chapter 6)

THE BATTLES OF 1916 

THE FIRST 6 MO#THS 

THE ROYAL #AVY 

LOSS OF HMS HAMPSHIRE

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

He was awarded the 1914 Mons Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 6 

and 8. YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

The following men also died in this year but have their profiles displayed in the 

Frank (Chapter 1)        MORTLOCK, Percy 

(Chapter 5)   BEECHAM Edward 

(Chapter 6)        #U##, DCM William.

CHAPTER 10    

 

LOSS OF HMS HAMPSHIRE 

-1919 Victory 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 6 

les displayed in the 

  (Chapter 1)      

BEECHAM Edward    (Chapter 5) 

#U##, DCM William.  (Chapter 13) 



 

 

BE##ETT Lester Stone.  He served as an Able Seaman

Reserve aboard HMS HAMPSHIRE. He was aged 23 when he was killed in action on the 

5/06/1916. His service number was

Lyness.  

Lester died with Field Marshall

His address was given as Cumberland Place, Mersea Road Colchester {reference Ess

Gazette 6/6/1917}. The 1901 Census shows him as aged 8 born in Colchester.

“HMS Hampshire was a Devonshire

was constructed at the Chatham Dockyard, Kent and commissioned in 1905 at a cost of 

around £900,000.  

“She served in World War I and fought at the battle of Jutland on May 31, 1916. 

Immediately after the battle she was directed to carry Lord Kitchener from Scapa Flow on a 

diplomatic mission to Russia. Sailing for Arkhangelsk in a gale she stru

19:40 on June 5, 1916 off Mainland, Orkney between Brough of Birsay and Marwick Head. 

The ship sank very rapidly. Kitchener, his staff and most of the crew perished; only twelve 

men survived. The mine is believed to have been one of tho

May 23.” 

He earned the 1914-15 Star, the 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He served as an Able Seaman in the Royal Naval Volunteer 

aboard HMS HAMPSHIRE. He was aged 23 when he was killed in action on the 

5/06/1916. His service number was Sussex 5/112. His body was recovered & he is buried at 

Lester died with Field Marshall Kitchener on HMS Hampshire when she was sunk. 

His address was given as Cumberland Place, Mersea Road Colchester {reference Ess

Gazette 6/6/1917}. The 1901 Census shows him as aged 8 born in Colchester.

“HMS Hampshire was a Devonshire-class armoured cruiser of the Royal �avy. She 

was constructed at the Chatham Dockyard, Kent and commissioned in 1905 at a cost of 

 

“She served in World War I and fought at the battle of Jutland on May 31, 1916. 

Immediately after the battle she was directed to carry Lord Kitchener from Scapa Flow on a 

diplomatic mission to Russia. Sailing for Arkhangelsk in a gale she struck a mine at around 

19:40 on June 5, 1916 off Mainland, Orkney between Brough of Birsay and Marwick Head. 

The ship sank very rapidly. Kitchener, his staff and most of the crew perished; only twelve 

men survived. The mine is believed to have been one of those laid by the submarine U

 

15 Star, the 1914- 1920 War Medal & the 1914- 1919 Victory Medal. 

in the Royal Naval Volunteer 

aboard HMS HAMPSHIRE. He was aged 23 when he was killed in action on the 

His body was recovered & he is buried at 

when she was sunk. 

His address was given as Cumberland Place, Mersea Road Colchester {reference Essex 

Gazette 6/6/1917}. The 1901 Census shows him as aged 8 born in Colchester.  

class armoured cruiser of the Royal �avy. She 

was constructed at the Chatham Dockyard, Kent and commissioned in 1905 at a cost of 

“She served in World War I and fought at the battle of Jutland on May 31, 1916. 

Immediately after the battle she was directed to carry Lord Kitchener from Scapa Flow on a 

ck a mine at around 

19:40 on June 5, 1916 off Mainland, Orkney between Brough of Birsay and Marwick Head. 

The ship sank very rapidly. Kitchener, his staff and most of the crew perished; only twelve 

se laid by the submarine U-75 on 

1919 Victory Medal.  
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He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: F. 69. Cemetery: 

LYNESS ROYAL NAVAL CEMETERY 

THE ARMY 

 

. POLLARD Thomas He served as a Serjeant with the York and Lancaster Regiment in the 

6th Service Battalion Date of Death: 18/01/1916. His service number was 18409. He was the 

husband of Mrs. B. Pollard, of 216, Hither Green Lane, Lewisham. He was born Great 

Wigborough, Essex. He enlisted in Exeter & his residence was in Torquay, Devon. 

When he joined up 10
th
 February 1898 he was a labourer aged 18 years 8 months. He 

was 5 foot 5 inches tall weighed 128 lb had blue eyes & light brown hair. On the 21
st
 January 

1903 there was a Court of Enquiry into an accident at the firing range whereby he was struck 

by a splinter behind the ear from the target being hit by a bullet. At the time he was a Lance 

Corporal. 

 On the 30
th
 July 1903 he was admitted to hospital when he fell off the parallel bars in 

the gym at Chakatra. He had sprained his ankle and remained in hospital until 8
th
 August 

1903. He was home in the UK from the 10
th
 February until the 2

nd
 October 1904. The next 

day he returned to India until the19th February1906. He had been promoted L/Cpl effective 

12
th
 April 1904 & permitted to extend service to 8 years He came home to join the Reserves 

on the 1
st
 February 1910 discharged from 2

nd
 Battalion Yorks & Lancs to  the Reserves. 

“The 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at Pontefract, 25 August 1914, as part of K1. 

August 1914 and attached to the 32nd Brigade,  11th (�orthern) Division. The Division came 

into existence of Army Order �o.324, issued on 21st August 1914, authorising the formation 

of the six new Divisions of K1. It was formed of volunteers, under the care of the War Office. 

Initially without equipment or arms of any kind, the recruits were judged to be ready by late 

Spring 1915, and it was ordered to reinforce the beleaguered garrison on Gallipoli. However 



 

 

"Soldiers Died WW1" shows he served in the Home theatre. Thus he possibly did not sail on 

the 1 July 1915,  from Liverpool with the Division. His death approximately coincides with 

the withdrawal of the Division and its reassignment to the Western Front.

Following the action in August, the months of September and October were relatively 

quiet, the war diaries showing a repetition of “nothing to report.”  There were a number of 

drafts of men from England in September, so allowing the battalions to recover their 

individuality. In October General Sir Ian Hamilton was replaced by General Sir Charles 

Monro.  He then recommended the cessation of the attempts to gain the Dardanelles, and the 

evacuation of Gallipoli. By now the 32nd Brigade was under the command of Briga

General A.G. Dallas following the previous wounding of General Haggard.

The decision having been taken the 6th Battalion, like all the others, began to pull 

back from the 10th December, the last of the battalion strength leaving on the night of the 

19th.  The battalion withdrew to Imbros where they remained until the 28th January, 1916. “

Thomas earned the 1914

 He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Screen 

Wall. 98. 32234.NUNHEAD (ALL SAINTS) CEMETERY. It is located in Southwark, 

LONDON 
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iers Died WW1" shows he served in the Home theatre. Thus he possibly did not sail on 

the 1 July 1915,  from Liverpool with the Division. His death approximately coincides with 

the withdrawal of the Division and its reassignment to the Western Front. 

ing the action in August, the months of September and October were relatively 

quiet, the war diaries showing a repetition of “nothing to report.”  There were a number of 

drafts of men from England in September, so allowing the battalions to recover their 

ndividuality. In October General Sir Ian Hamilton was replaced by General Sir Charles 

Monro.  He then recommended the cessation of the attempts to gain the Dardanelles, and the 

evacuation of Gallipoli. By now the 32nd Brigade was under the command of Briga

General A.G. Dallas following the previous wounding of General Haggard.

The decision having been taken the 6th Battalion, like all the others, began to pull 

back from the 10th December, the last of the battalion strength leaving on the night of the 

th.  The battalion withdrew to Imbros where they remained until the 28th January, 1916. “

 

1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Screen 

all. 98. 32234.NUNHEAD (ALL SAINTS) CEMETERY. It is located in Southwark, 

 

iers Died WW1" shows he served in the Home theatre. Thus he possibly did not sail on 

the 1 July 1915,  from Liverpool with the Division. His death approximately coincides with 

ing the action in August, the months of September and October were relatively 

quiet, the war diaries showing a repetition of “nothing to report.”  There were a number of 

drafts of men from England in September, so allowing the battalions to recover their 

ndividuality. In October General Sir Ian Hamilton was replaced by General Sir Charles 

Monro.  He then recommended the cessation of the attempts to gain the Dardanelles, and the 

evacuation of Gallipoli. By now the 32nd Brigade was under the command of Brigadier-

General A.G. Dallas following the previous wounding of General Haggard. 

The decision having been taken the 6th Battalion, like all the others, began to pull 

back from the 10th December, the last of the battalion strength leaving on the night of the 

th.  The battalion withdrew to Imbros where they remained until the 28th January, 1916. “ 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. 
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  BROOKES,

Regiment in the 7th Battalion.

died of wounds: on the 22/03/1916. His service number was 5739

and Margaret Brookes, of Lambeth, London.

Arthur was born in 1896 in Hammersmith. . His mother was Martha Wright, who was 

baptized at Langenhoe Church on February 26th 1871. Like several other young girls from 

the village, she left as a teenager to work as a servant in London. Martha went to work for the 

mother of Winston Churchill at their London home, which was at 35A Great Cumberland 

Place.   

Martha used to tell the story of how she was making Winston's bed one day when he 

was on leave. It was at a time when men were changing their fashion habits and switching 

from nightgowns to pyjamas. In a fit of madness, she decided to try on Winston's py

just as the great man ascended the stairs. Martha hid behind the door but was spotted by her 

reflection in a mirror.   

Martha married George Brookes in London and had a family. They lived in 

Hammersmith details are not known. However,

Arthur, David and Charles and a daughter Pearl.

and returned to Langenhoe about that time, where she married Sydney Mountford and had 

four daughters :- Edith Hannah 19th June 1910, Ivy Jun

Mary Ethel 21st June 1913. Sydney was a farm labourer. Note that in some documents he 

appears with the spelling Brooks 

Arthur was entitled to the

1914 -1919 Allied Victory Medal. He went to France 6

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

BROOKES, Arthur. He served as a private with the East Surrey 

in the 7th Battalion. 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. He was aged 22 Arthur 

on the 22/03/1916. His service number was 5739  He was the son 

and Margaret Brookes, of Lambeth, London.  He was normally called Arthur or Ruben. 

Arthur was born in 1896 in Hammersmith. . His mother was Martha Wright, who was 

oe Church on February 26th 1871. Like several other young girls from 

the village, she left as a teenager to work as a servant in London. Martha went to work for the 

mother of Winston Churchill at their London home, which was at 35A Great Cumberland 

Martha used to tell the story of how she was making Winston's bed one day when he 

was on leave. It was at a time when men were changing their fashion habits and switching 

from nightgowns to pyjamas. In a fit of madness, she decided to try on Winston's py

just as the great man ascended the stairs. Martha hid behind the door but was spotted by her 

George Brookes in London and had a family. They lived in 

Hammersmith details are not known. However, it is believed there were sons: 

Arthur, David and Charles and a daughter Pearl.    Martha was widowed possibly in 1907/8 

and returned to Langenhoe about that time, where she married Sydney Mountford and had 

Edith Hannah 19th June 1910, Ivy June 11th 1911, and twins; Helen Elsie & 

Mary Ethel 21st June 1913. Sydney was a farm labourer. Note that in some documents he 

appears with the spelling Brooks  

 

Arthur was entitled to the 1914 -1915 Star; the 1914- 1920 British War Medal,

9 Allied Victory Medal. He went to France 6
th
 March 1915. 

with the East Surrey 

37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. He was aged 22 Arthur 

He was the son  of George 

He was normally called Arthur or Ruben. 

Arthur was born in 1896 in Hammersmith. . His mother was Martha Wright, who was 

oe Church on February 26th 1871. Like several other young girls from 

the village, she left as a teenager to work as a servant in London. Martha went to work for the 

mother of Winston Churchill at their London home, which was at 35A Great Cumberland 

Martha used to tell the story of how she was making Winston's bed one day when he 

was on leave. It was at a time when men were changing their fashion habits and switching 

from nightgowns to pyjamas. In a fit of madness, she decided to try on Winston's pyjamas 

just as the great man ascended the stairs. Martha hid behind the door but was spotted by her 

George Brookes in London and had a family. They lived in 

there were sons: - Ludlow, 

Martha was widowed possibly in 1907/8 

and returned to Langenhoe about that time, where she married Sydney Mountford and had 

e 11th 1911, and twins; Helen Elsie & 

Mary Ethel 21st June 1913. Sydney was a farm labourer. Note that in some documents he 

1920 British War Medal,  & the 
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Arthur joined up in 1914. A list for Langenhoe appearing in the Essex County 

Standard of December 19th 1914 shows C. and L. Brooks in the Army. (Charles & 

Ludlow)  David, the other brother, appears in the 23rd May edition, as having joined the 9th 

Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment. Subsequently, David died with the Royal Fusiliers. 

Their cousin Peter Rogers was to die with the East Surrey Regiment in Italy in WW2.  

The 7th (Service) Battalion was formed at Kingston-upon-Thames in August 1914, as 

part of Kitchener's Army of volunteers, K1.  The Service battalions provided a support 

function: -- digging trenches, latrines & graves, moving up ammunition & supplies plus the 

1001 jobs need to sustain the infantry in the front Line. They were very vulnerable to shelling. 

In August 1914 the 7th Battalion was attached to 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. 

This Division was one of the first �ew Army divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was 

assembled from late August 1914: 35th Brigade and artillery in the area of Shorncliffe, 36th 

Brigade at Colchester, 37th Brigade at Purfleet, Engineers and RAMC at Hounslow, Army 

Service Corps initially at Aldershot and then at Lord's cricket ground. Divisional training 

was completed near Aldershot from 20 February 1915, where the cavalry, motor machine 

gun battery, sanitary and veterinary sections joined. The Division moved to France on 29 

May - 1 June 1915 and after two days rest near Boulogne, moved to concentrate near St 

Omer and by 6 June had moved to the Meteren-Steenwerck area. �ext day Divisional HQ 

established at �ieppe. Units of the Division were placed under temporary orders of 48th 

(South Midland) Division for the purposes of instruction. The third of the �ew Army 

formations to go to France (after 9th (Scottish) and 14th (Light) Divisions) the 12th Division 

served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the rest of the war. 

On 26 September, after this battle had started, the Division was relieved by the 1st 

Canadian and 50th (�orthumbrian) Divisions and moved towards the Loos front. It arrived 

on 29 September and relieved outgoing units in the Gun Trench - Hulluch Quarries sector on 

the night of 30 September - 1 October. The Division commenced consolidating the position, 

under heavy artillery fire. The Officer Commanding, Major-General Frederick Wing CB, was 

killed in action on 2 October 1915. His ADC, Lieutenant Christopher Tower DSO, was killed 

by the same shell. On 8 October, the Division repelled a heavy German infantry attack. Five 

days later the Division took part in a large scale action to renew the offensive, now called the 

"Action of the Hohenzollern Redoubt". The Division succeeded in capturing Gun Trench and 

the south western face of the Hulluch Quarries. During this period at Loos, 117 officers and 

3237 men were killed or wounded. 

Arthur was probably wounded at this time and returned to recover in a hospital at 

Epsom in September 1915 during the Battle of Loos. He later rejoined his unit and was killed 

in March 1916 

“Between 12 December 1915 and 18 January 1916 in a quiet period of trench-

holding, the Division nonetheless suffered the loss of 102 officers and 670 men killed, 

wounded or missing. Relieved on 19 January and moved to Busnes, the Division had a spell 

of training in open warfare. Units moved back into the Loos trenches at the Quarries on 12-

13 February 1916 and by 15 February held the line from there to the Hohenzollern Redoubt. 

The area of the Hohenzollern Redoubt had in the meantime become one where underground 

mine warfare was very active. A plan was evolved that required 4 mines to be blown under 

the enemy positions, which would be followed by an infantry assault aimed at capturing the 

enemy front trench called "The Chord". 36th Brigade made the attack after 170 Tunnelling 
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Company RE detonated the mines at 5.45pm on 2 March 1916, successfully capturing the 

craters and gaining important observation over enemy lines as far as Fosse 8. Severe fighting 

in the crater area continued for some weeks, with the Division suffering more than 4000 

casualties until being finally relieved on 26 April”. Sadly Arthur was one of those killed. 

 

Martha and her family lived in Willow cottages shown on the right of the picture. 

 

Sidney Mountford (born 26th January 1867 in the village of Wethersfield), Edith 

Hannah (Tucky) Mountford  (born 9th March 1909, baptised 19th June 1910), Martha 

Mountford (also known as Margaret born 1869, baptised 26 February 1871 at Langenhoe), 

Mary (Pip) Mountford  (born 12 May 1913), her twin Ivy died 29th June 1911 & 

Dorothy  Francis Mountford  (28th December 1907).  There was also a Helen Elsie 

Mountford, who died in infancy in 26th June 1913.  Both Ivy & Helen are buried in 

Langenhoe Churchyard.  

Charles Brookes born 1903, who was too young to enlist Another brother Ludlow 

Brookes was known to have served firstly in the  Black Watch {The Royal Highlanders} with 

service number 17208 as a Private. However he was later re-badged into the Oxford & 

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry with service number 28057still as a private 



 

 

The picture is taken around 1910 and shows Martha Mountford's home. The Brooks/ 

Mountfords are not shown. The people are their neighbours, the Cook family.

family lived in Willow cottages s

He is buried in a  Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot C. Row 1, Grave 

4. CALAIS SOUTHERN CEMETERY

#EWMA#, William.  He served as a private

Battalion. He died at home on the 26/04/1916. He was aged 25. His service number was 

4794. William was born Tolleshunt Knights, a resident of Tiptree and enlisted at 

Braintree. The 1901 census shows his father Samuel as a horseman on a farm aged 49 & his 

mother Harriet aged 45, both born in Tollesbury. William is shown as aged 10 born in 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy as was his sister Alice aged 12

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The picture is taken around 1910 and shows Martha Mountford's home. The Brooks/ 

Mountfords are not shown. The people are their neighbours, the Cook family.

family lived in Willow cottages shown on the right of the picture.  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot C. Row 1, Grave 

4. CALAIS SOUTHERN CEMETERY  

 

He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 2nd/7th 

n the 26/04/1916. He was aged 25. His service number was 

4794. William was born Tolleshunt Knights, a resident of Tiptree and enlisted at 

shows his father Samuel as a horseman on a farm aged 49 & his 

born in Tollesbury. William is shown as aged 10 born in 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy as was his sister Alice aged 12 

 

The picture is taken around 1910 and shows Martha Mountford's home. The Brooks/ 

Mountfords are not shown. The people are their neighbours, the Cook family. Martha and her 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot C. Row 1, Grave 

in the Essex Regiment with the 2nd/7th 

n the 26/04/1916. He was aged 25. His service number was 

4794. William was born Tolleshunt Knights, a resident of Tiptree and enlisted at 

shows his father Samuel as a horseman on a farm aged 49 & his 

born in Tollesbury. William is shown as aged 10 born in 
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The 2/7th Battalion was formed at Walthamstow in November 1914 and became part 

of 2nd Essex Brigade (206th) , 2nd East Anglian Division (69th). He does not appear to have 

served overseas.  

 

He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TIPTREE UNITED 

REFORMED CHURCH     He is also listed on the Tiptree Jam Factory Roll of Honour 

 

HUTLEY, Frederick. He served as a private in the Royal Sussex Regiment with the 12th 

Battalion. 116th Brigade, 39th Division. Age: 34. He was killed in action on the 30/06/1916 

Frederick’s service number was SD/1972. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hutley, of 

Great Wigborough, Colchester. He was born & resided in Great Wigborough.  

“12th (Service) Battalion (2nd South Down) was formed at Bexhill, 3 �ovember 1914, 

by Lieutenant-Colonel. Lowther MP and  a Committee.  In October 1915 it was attached to 

116th Brigade, 39th Division.   The Division moved to France at the end of February and 

early March 1916. On 30 June 1916, it took part in a very costly attack in the area of 

Richebourg l'Avoue, which is not officially recognised as a separate engagement. The Sussex 

Battalions in particular suffered very heavy casualties.  

The Battle of the Boar’s Head, Richebourg l’Avoue, was planned as a diversionary 

action to make the German Command believe that this area of the Pas de Calais was the one 

chosen for the major offensive of 1916. The intention was to prevent the Germans from 

moving troops to the Somme area, some fifty kilometres to the south.        British troops had 

been fighting in the area since 1914. The 2nd and 5th Battalions of The Royal Sussex, had 

fought at Richebourg during the Battle of Aubers Ridge, in May 1915, and in June of 1916 

came the turn of the three Southdowns Battalions, which together formed the 116th 

(Southdowns) Brigade of the 39th Division, which had arrived in France on March 5th, 1916, 

taking over trenches in the Fleurbaix sector on March 20th.     

On the 11th of June, the three Battalions went to the Divisional Reserve, being 

billeted around Locon, and commenced training for an attack (though this was still only a 



 

 

rumour). On June 16th they returned to the front line trenches in the Ferme du Bois ar

near Richebourg, holding the line until June 23rd, when news was received that the 39th 

Division were to make an attack on the Boar’s Head, a salient of the German lines, and that 

the 116th Brigade, the Southdowners, had been chosen to lead the attack. 

followed. A replica of the battlefield had been built behind the lines, but the battalions had 

only days, not weeks, to consider it.

lead the attack, with the 12th on their right, a

orders were received, Lieutenant Colonel Harman Grisewood, was the Commanding Officer 

of the 11th (1st Southdowns). Grisewood had lost his brother, the Adjutant, who died of 

illness at Merville only months bef

seeing the plans, was concerned that if his untried troops attacked over unfamiliar ground a 

disaster might result, and is said to have instructed his brigade commander

sacrificing my men as cannon-

Divisional Commander, Major General R. Dawson, aware of Grisewood’s comments, was 

concerned that this might be passed down to the men of the 11th Battalion. Grisewood was 

dismissed, whilst the roles of the 11th and 13th Battalions were reversed. On the eve of the 

battle, Grisewood left his men never to return. After a period in England, he was posted to 

the 17th Manchesters in 1917 and commanded them in the field until severely gassed.

consequence it was the 12th and 13th Battalions, with half the 11th supplying carrying 

parties, who made final preparations on 29th June, then assembled in the trenches of the 

Richebourg sector in the early hours of 30th June for the forthcoming att

designed to “bite off the German position known as the Boar’s Head”, making the Germans 

believe that the real offensive was here, not the Somme.

bombardment commenced, final preparations were made, and scaling l

against the trench sides to allow the men to go “over the top”.

regiment Martineau writes:    “

than those of another. Yet, with the Southdown Brigade i

and, in that sense, one may be taken to speak for all. There were superficial differences, 

however.    Thus, the 11th Battalion, while supplying carrying

on the day of the Richebourg and Ferm

service alone. The 12th Battalion, assembling in the front line at Ferme du Bois, while the 

artillery bombarded the enemy trenches, attacked at 3.05 a., on June 30th, seized the front 

line, which they held for four hours against considerably superior German forces, and even 

broke through to the support line, which they held for half an hour.

last. The Germans were ready. There is even a story that one man brought back a notice in 

English, announcing: “Come on, Sussex boys. We’ve been waiting for you for three 

days!”    A heavy barrage on the front line and communication trenches prevented 

reinforcements from being sent forward, the supply of bombs and ammunition gave out, and 

the valiant survivors were compelled to withdraw. The Battalion’s 429 casualties included 

17officers.” 

He was awarded the British War Medal and 
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rumour). On June 16th they returned to the front line trenches in the Ferme du Bois ar

near Richebourg, holding the line until June 23rd, when news was received that the 39th 

Division were to make an attack on the Boar’s Head, a salient of the German lines, and that 

the 116th Brigade, the Southdowners, had been chosen to lead the attack. Further training 

followed. A replica of the battlefield had been built behind the lines, but the battalions had 

only days, not weeks, to consider it.     Initial plans had been that the 11th Battalion should 

lead the attack, with the 12th on their right, and the 13th in reserve. At the time that these 

orders were received, Lieutenant Colonel Harman Grisewood, was the Commanding Officer 

of the 11th (1st Southdowns). Grisewood had lost his brother, the Adjutant, who died of 

illness at Merville only months before, and this had deeply affected him. Col Grisewood, on 

seeing the plans, was concerned that if his untried troops attacked over unfamiliar ground a 

disaster might result, and is said to have instructed his brigade commander

-fodder!"    �eedless to say the attack had to go in, but the 

Divisional Commander, Major General R. Dawson, aware of Grisewood’s comments, was 

concerned that this might be passed down to the men of the 11th Battalion. Grisewood was 

hilst the roles of the 11th and 13th Battalions were reversed. On the eve of the 

battle, Grisewood left his men never to return. After a period in England, he was posted to 

the 17th Manchesters in 1917 and commanded them in the field until severely gassed.

consequence it was the 12th and 13th Battalions, with half the 11th supplying carrying 

parties, who made final preparations on 29th June, then assembled in the trenches of the 

Richebourg sector in the early hours of 30th June for the forthcoming attack, which was 

designed to “bite off the German position known as the Boar’s Head”, making the Germans 

believe that the real offensive was here, not the Somme.    At 2.50 am the preliminary 

bombardment commenced, final preparations were made, and scaling ladders were placed 

against the trench sides to allow the men to go “over the top”.     In his history of the

“The records of one battalion are liable to be more eloquent 

than those of another. Yet, with the Southdown Brigade in France, there is much in common, 

and, in that sense, one may be taken to speak for all. There were superficial differences, 

Thus, the 11th Battalion, while supplying carrying-parties for the 12th and 13th 

on the day of the Richebourg and Ferme du Bois assault, sustained 116 casualties in this 

service alone. The 12th Battalion, assembling in the front line at Ferme du Bois, while the 

artillery bombarded the enemy trenches, attacked at 3.05 a., on June 30th, seized the front 

d for four hours against considerably superior German forces, and even 

broke through to the support line, which they held for half an hour.    �aturally it could not 

last. The Germans were ready. There is even a story that one man brought back a notice in 

English, announcing: “Come on, Sussex boys. We’ve been waiting for you for three 

A heavy barrage on the front line and communication trenches prevented 

reinforcements from being sent forward, the supply of bombs and ammunition gave out, and 

aliant survivors were compelled to withdraw. The Battalion’s 429 casualties included 

 

He was awarded the British War Medal and   the Allied Victory Medal 

rumour). On June 16th they returned to the front line trenches in the Ferme du Bois area 

near Richebourg, holding the line until June 23rd, when news was received that the 39th 

Division were to make an attack on the Boar’s Head, a salient of the German lines, and that 

Further training 

followed. A replica of the battlefield had been built behind the lines, but the battalions had 

Initial plans had been that the 11th Battalion should 

nd the 13th in reserve. At the time that these 

orders were received, Lieutenant Colonel Harman Grisewood, was the Commanding Officer 

of the 11th (1st Southdowns). Grisewood had lost his brother, the Adjutant, who died of 

ore, and this had deeply affected him. Col Grisewood, on 

seeing the plans, was concerned that if his untried troops attacked over unfamiliar ground a 

disaster might result, and is said to have instructed his brigade commander   " I am not 

�eedless to say the attack had to go in, but the 

Divisional Commander, Major General R. Dawson, aware of Grisewood’s comments, was 

concerned that this might be passed down to the men of the 11th Battalion. Grisewood was 

hilst the roles of the 11th and 13th Battalions were reversed. On the eve of the 

battle, Grisewood left his men never to return. After a period in England, he was posted to 

the 17th Manchesters in 1917 and commanded them in the field until severely gassed.    In 

consequence it was the 12th and 13th Battalions, with half the 11th supplying carrying 

parties, who made final preparations on 29th June, then assembled in the trenches of the 

ack, which was 

designed to “bite off the German position known as the Boar’s Head”, making the Germans 

At 2.50 am the preliminary 

adders were placed 

In his history of the 

The records of one battalion are liable to be more eloquent 

n France, there is much in common, 

and, in that sense, one may be taken to speak for all. There were superficial differences, 

parties for the 12th and 13th 

e du Bois assault, sustained 116 casualties in this 

service alone. The 12th Battalion, assembling in the front line at Ferme du Bois, while the 

artillery bombarded the enemy trenches, attacked at 3.05 a., on June 30th, seized the front 

d for four hours against considerably superior German forces, and even 

�aturally it could not 

last. The Germans were ready. There is even a story that one man brought back a notice in 

English, announcing: “Come on, Sussex boys. We’ve been waiting for you for three 

A heavy barrage on the front line and communication trenches prevented 

reinforcements from being sent forward, the supply of bombs and ammunition gave out, and 

aliant survivors were compelled to withdraw. The Battalion’s 429 casualties included 

the Allied Victory Medal  
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He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

69 to 73. Memorial: LOOS MEMORIAL 

JUTLA#D 

The 2 ships of concern to us were H.M.S. Invincible and H.M.S. Indefatigable 

 

 EVERITT, Bertie Edward.  He served as a Petty Officer in the Royal Navy aboard   

H.M.S. "Invincible." He was aged 32 and was killed in action on the at the Battle of Jutland 

on the 31/05/1916. His service number was 08683 

 

  He was the husband of May J. Everitt, of Bell Inn, Old Heath, Colchester. There is a 

memorial to Bertie on a grave in Saint Lawrence's graveyard at Rowhedge. He had only 



 

 

married on the 2nd May, just before he was killed. He served 16 years in the Royal Navy. He 

was born at Colchester 7th June 1884.

He earned the 1914-1915

“H. M. S. Invincible was a battlecruiser of the First World War attached to the 1st 

Cruiser Squadron, Home Fleet at the end of 1908. At the Falkland Islands on 8th December 

1914 HMS Invincible and HMS Inflexible

including Scharnhorst and Gneisenau.

operations in 1915 but was mined and badly damaged needing 3 months of repairs She saw 

action at Heligoland, and the Battle of Jutland, where she blew up and sank after taking a hit 

from SMS Lützow, with the loss of 1,026 crew. Only 6 crew members survived.”

 The destroyer, HMS Badger picking up a handful of survivors from HMS Invincible at 

Jutland (C) IWM SP2470 
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ried on the 2nd May, just before he was killed. He served 16 years in the Royal Navy. He 

was born at Colchester 7th June 1884. 

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & the 1914-19 Victory Medal.

H. M. S. Invincible in 1908 

was a battlecruiser of the First World War attached to the 1st 

Cruiser Squadron, Home Fleet at the end of 1908. At the Falkland Islands on 8th December 

HMS Inflexible destroyed Admiral von Spee's Cruiser Squadron, 

Gneisenau.  HMS Inflexible took part in the Dardanelles 

operations in 1915 but was mined and badly damaged needing 3 months of repairs She saw 

and the Battle of Jutland, where she blew up and sank after taking a hit 

, with the loss of 1,026 crew. Only 6 crew members survived.”

 

picking up a handful of survivors from HMS Invincible at 

ried on the 2nd May, just before he was killed. He served 16 years in the Royal Navy. He 

19 Victory Medal. 

 

was a battlecruiser of the First World War attached to the 1st 

Cruiser Squadron, Home Fleet at the end of 1908. At the Falkland Islands on 8th December 

destroyed Admiral von Spee's Cruiser Squadron, 

took part in the Dardanelles 

operations in 1915 but was mined and badly damaged needing 3 months of repairs She saw 

and the Battle of Jutland, where she blew up and sank after taking a hit 

, with the loss of 1,026 crew. Only 6 crew members survived.” 

picking up a handful of survivors from HMS Invincible at 
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He commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 11. Cemetery: 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

 COCKS, Oliver Charles William He served as a Wireman 2nd Class in the Royal Navy 

aboard H.M.S. "Indefatigable." He was aged 20 when he was killed in action on the 

31/05/1916 His service number was M/13652 . He was the son of Charles William and M. 

Cocks, of 14, Sandringham Rd., Golder's Green, London. Place of Birth: Tollesbury, Essex 

22 April 1896 

.  

HMS Indefatigable was commissioned in February 1911 and joined the 1st Cruiser squadron 

(renamed in 1913 as the 1st Battle Cruiser Squadron). 

In December 1913 the Indefatigable was posted to the Mediterranean. At the start of the 

Precautionary Period before Britain officially declared war on Germany, the Indefatigable 

was at Alexandria, with the Mediterranean fleet under Admiral Sir Berkeley Milne (flagship 

HMS Inflexible). This was a confused period. It was possible that Britain would soon be at 

war with Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and Italy. This would have placed the 

Mediterranean fleet in a very dangerous position, but it soon became clear that Italy was 
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likely to remain neutral. �ot only did this remove the Italian fleet as a threat, it also made it 

much easier to keep the Austro-Hungarian fleet pinned in the Adriatic. 

Milne’s main problem now became the German battlecruiser Goeben, known to be at 

large in the Adriatic. This was a powerful ship whose destination was unknown. The two most 

worrying possibilities were that she would either attack the French troop convoys crossing 

from Algeria to southern France, or that she would break out of the Mediterranean to attack 

British shipping in the Atlantic. Milne was ordered to take up a position at Malta, while the 

two battlecruisers were assigned to reinforce Admiral Troubridge’s 1st Cruiser Squadron 

and ordered to watch the southern entrance of the Adriatic. 

A confused period now followed. On 3 August Troubridge was ordered to turn west 

and sail along the southern coast of Sicily. Later on the same day the Indefatigable and the 

Indomitable were detached from Admiral Troubridge’s squadron, and ordered to rejoin 

Milne, north east of Malta. Finally, at 8.30pm the Admiralty ordered them to head for the 

straits of Gibraltar at maximum speed to make sure the Goeben couldn’t escape into the 

Atlantic. 

From the Adriatic the Goeben, with the light cruiser Breslau, had sailed west with 

orders to bombard France’s Algerian ports. After a fairly ineffective bombardment, they then 

turned east, and early on 4 August ran straight into the British battlecruisers. War had not 

yet been declared, and so the four ships carefully circled each other, before the Germans 

headed east at high speed. The Indefatigable and the Indomitable attempted to keep up, but 

the two British ships were overdue a refit, and were unable to reach their maximum speed, 

while the Goeben’s engines had recently been overhauled, and she made more than her 

expected top speed. She then put into Messina, eluding the British ships, who had ordered not 

to approach within six miles of the Italian coast. 

At 1.15am on 5 August Admiral Milne was informed that war had been declared. His 

first duty was to protect the French troop convoys, and so the Indefatigable was pulled back 

to patrol a line between Sardinia and the African coast. The Goeben and the Breslau were 

able to escape to Turkey. At first this was seen as a British victory, with the Germans seen as 

having been chased out of the Mediterranean, but the German ships were then transferred to 

Turkey, and it became clear that the Turks were close to entering the war on the German 

side  

On 20 August the Indomitable was ordered back to Malta. Admiral Troubridge 

transferred his flag to the Indefatigable and sailed to the Dardanelles, to begin the long 

blockade of the straits. On 3 �ovember the Indefatigable took part in a 10 minute long range 

bombardment of the Turkish forts at the mouth of the Dardanelles, ordered in the vain hope 

that it might make the Turks realise the danger of entering the war. Once this failed, the 

Admiralty wanted to withdraw the British fleet from the Mediterranean, and leave it to the 

French, as agreed, but the French insisted that at least one British battlecruiser remained off 

the Dardanelles in case the Goeben made a sortie. The Indefatigable performed that duty 

until January 1915, when she was relieved by the Inflexible. She was then ordered to return 

to Britain, reaching Rosyth on 24 February 1915, after undergoing a brief dockyard refit at 

Malta. 



 

 

After a refit at Malta she joined the Grand Fleet as part of the 2nds battle Cruiser Squadron

and was sunk at Jutland by 11 inch shell fire from Van Der Tann. Official reports state she 

was hit by two shells in the X magazine causing her stagger out of formation sinking by the 

stern this was followed by another hit on the foredeck causing a much m

which destroyed her Only 2 members of the crew were saved.”

He was awarded the 1914 

Medal.  

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Grave Memorial Reference: 20. 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL

THE SOMME 

“On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences 

were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were 

catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a 

failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in
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(C) unknown 

After a refit at Malta she joined the Grand Fleet as part of the 2nds battle Cruiser Squadron

and was sunk at Jutland by 11 inch shell fire from Van Der Tann. Official reports state she 

was hit by two shells in the X magazine causing her stagger out of formation sinking by the 

stern this was followed by another hit on the foredeck causing a much more larger explosion 

which destroyed her Only 2 members of the crew were saved.”

    

He was awarded the 1914 -1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Grave Memorial Reference: 20. 

H NAVAL MEMORIAL    

“On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences 

ly touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were 

catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a 

failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in

After a refit at Malta she joined the Grand Fleet as part of the 2nds battle Cruiser Squadron 

and was sunk at Jutland by 11 inch shell fire from Van Der Tann. Official reports state she 

was hit by two shells in the X magazine causing her stagger out of formation sinking by the 

ore larger explosion 

which destroyed her Only 2 members of the crew were saved.” 

-1919 Victory 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Grave Memorial Reference: 20. 

“On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences 

ly touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were 

catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a 

failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in 
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an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first day. However, the German Army 

resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter attacks meant a major battle for every 

village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. 

The village had been an original objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued 

throughout October and into �ovember in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The 

Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 �ovember with the onset of winter. In the spring of 

1917, the German forces fell back to their newly prepared defences, the Hindenburg Line, 

and there were no further significant engagements in the Somme sector until the Germans 

mounted their major offensive in March 1918. 

 According to the British official history of the battle, total Allied casualties amounted 

to almost 630,000 and German around 660,000. British casualties reported by the Adjutant 

General were 419,654 of whom some 5% were missing at roll call but may have subsequently 

reported. These are staggering figures, especially when taken alongside those at Verdun 

where fighting between French and German continued throughout 1916.” 

THE KITCHE#ER BATTALIO#S TAKE THE FIELD  

 

JOH#SO# John Alfred. He was a private: in the Princess Charlotte of Wales's (Royal 

Berkshire Regiment) with the 2nd Battalion. He was aged 24 when killed in action: 

01/07/1916. His service number was 17024. He was the husband of Mrs. M. S. Proud 

(formerly Johnson), of Forest Rd., Wokingham, Berks. note the records of the 

Commonwealth War Graves have 30 J A. Johnsons killed in WW1. It is believed these 

details relate to the John Johnson from Tollesbury, who was known to have died at the 

opening days of the Battle of the Somme.   

He was born in Maidenhead. The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 had been in Jhasi, 

India. He returned to England, landing 22 October 1914. In October 1914 the battalion was 

attached to 25th Brigade, 8th Division. 

The 8th Division was formed during October 1914, by the bringing together of 

regular army units from various points around the British Empire. The Division moved to the 

Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly-needed reinforcement to the BEF which had been 

all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front throughout the war, taking 

part in the following actions:    Battle of �euve Chapelle;    The Battle of Aubers;    The 

Action of Bois Grenier ; The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). 

He was one of 56000 casualties sustained by the British on this day. 

"Leading the 23rd Brigade out into Mash Valley, the 2nd Battalion Middlesex 

Regiment and 2nd Battalion Devonshire Regiment managed to gain the German front lines 

and even a distance beyond, but they found themselves being fired at from three sides and 

their casualties soon grew to a thousand men between them - more than half their number. 70 

survivors managed to hang on in the German front line for a while but soon their grenades 

and ammunition ran out and they too were forced to retire. 



 

 

In the centre of the Division the attack against Ovillers was carried out by the 

Battalion Royal Berkshire and 2nd Battalion Lincolnshire. Whilst in theory they were going 

to be given some shelter from fire, they felt the full weight of a German counter barr

half their number fell before seeing the enemy's front line.

The 70th Brigade's leading battalions: the 8th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry (KOYLI) and the 8th Battalion York and Lancaster, succeeded in crossing no

land and got into the German front line but their supporting waves of infantry came under 

increasing fire from the German barrage.

On the Brigade's left the defenders on the Thiepval Ridge were starting to beat off the 

assault by 32nd Division and now found they were 

including the exposed flank of 70th Brigade."

John earned the 1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.. 

He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IX. C. 6. Cemete

OVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY

PETTICA#, Albert W.  He was a Lance Corporal

Regiment): serving with the 9th Battalion.

07/07/1916 His service number was 22929

son of George and Serulia Pettican, of Church St., Tolleshunt Darcy, Maldon, Essex. He was 
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centre of the Division the attack against Ovillers was carried out by the 

and 2nd Battalion Lincolnshire. Whilst in theory they were going 

to be given some shelter from fire, they felt the full weight of a German counter barr

half their number fell before seeing the enemy's front line. 

The 70th Brigade's leading battalions: the 8th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry (KOYLI) and the 8th Battalion York and Lancaster, succeeded in crossing no

nto the German front line but their supporting waves of infantry came under 

increasing fire from the German barrage. 

On the Brigade's left the defenders on the Thiepval Ridge were starting to beat off the 

assault by 32nd Division and now found they were able to turn their attentions elsewhere 

including the exposed flank of 70th Brigade."  

   

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.. 

in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IX. C. 6. Cemete

OVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY 

 

He was a Lance Corporal in the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding 

Regiment): serving with the 9th Battalion.  He was aged: 19 when killed in action on the 

His service number was 22929 (formerly 5524 Cyclists Corps).Albert was the 

son of George and Serulia Pettican, of Church St., Tolleshunt Darcy, Maldon, Essex. He was 

centre of the Division the attack against Ovillers was carried out by the 2nd 

and 2nd Battalion Lincolnshire. Whilst in theory they were going 

to be given some shelter from fire, they felt the full weight of a German counter barrage and 

The 70th Brigade's leading battalions: the 8th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry (KOYLI) and the 8th Battalion York and Lancaster, succeeded in crossing no-man's 

nto the German front line but their supporting waves of infantry came under 

On the Brigade's left the defenders on the Thiepval Ridge were starting to beat off the 

able to turn their attentions elsewhere - 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal..  

 

in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IX. C. 6. Cemetery: 

in the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding 

when killed in action on the 

y 5524 Cyclists Corps).Albert was the 

son of George and Serulia Pettican, of Church St., Tolleshunt Darcy, Maldon, Essex. He was 



 

 

born & resided in Tolleshunt D'Arcy . He enlisted in Colchester. The 1901 census shows 

father George aged 30 working as a horse

as a tailoress. There is a step sister Amy Cluse aged 14 & a brother George aged 8. His 

parents and step sister were born in Tollesbury while George & Albert were born at 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He went to France 1

Regiment 

The 9th (Service) Battalion had been formed at Halifax in September 1914 as part of K2 and 

attached to 52nd Brigade, 17th (�orthern) Division. They had been in France since 1915 

when he joined them.  

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 6 

A: 6 B THIEPVAL MEMORIAL

VI#E James Edward He was a Corporal in the

Company. He was aged 36 when he died of wounds 12/07/1916. His service number was 

6668   

He was the husband of Priscilla Vine, of 65, Lisle Rd., Colchester.

he is shown as born in Sussex at Eastbourne. He was living in

in the Royal Engineers. James was a bricklayer when he joined the RE at Newhaven on the 

11/9/1900  serving for 7 years & 5 with the reserves. He was 5 foot 8 inches tall, weighed 
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born & resided in Tolleshunt D'Arcy . He enlisted in Colchester. The 1901 census shows 

father George aged 30 working as a horseman on a farm & mother Serulia aged 43 working 

as a tailoress. There is a step sister Amy Cluse aged 14 & a brother George aged 8. His 

parents and step sister were born in Tollesbury while George & Albert were born at 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He went to France 13
th
 July 1915 with the Duke of Wellington’s 

The 9th (Service) Battalion had been formed at Halifax in September 1914 as part of K2 and 

attached to 52nd Brigade, 17th (�orthern) Division. They had been in France since 1915 

 

1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 6 

A: 6 B THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

 

He was a Corporal in the Royal Engineers with the 2nd Field 

Company. He was aged 36 when he died of wounds 12/07/1916. His service number was 

He was the husband of Priscilla Vine, of 65, Lisle Rd., Colchester.  

in Sussex at Eastbourne. He was living in Kent and was already a

in the Royal Engineers. James was a bricklayer when he joined the RE at Newhaven on the 

11/9/1900  serving for 7 years & 5 with the reserves. He was 5 foot 8 inches tall, weighed 

born & resided in Tolleshunt D'Arcy . He enlisted in Colchester. The 1901 census shows 

man on a farm & mother Serulia aged 43 working 

as a tailoress. There is a step sister Amy Cluse aged 14 & a brother George aged 8. His 

parents and step sister were born in Tollesbury while George & Albert were born at 

July 1915 with the Duke of Wellington’s 

The 9th (Service) Battalion had been formed at Halifax in September 1914 as part of K2 and 

attached to 52nd Brigade, 17th (�orthern) Division. They had been in France since 1915 

1919 Victory Medal.  

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 6 

Royal Engineers with the 2nd Field 

Company. He was aged 36 when he died of wounds 12/07/1916. His service number was 

 In the 1901 census 

Kent and was already a Sapper 

in the Royal Engineers. James was a bricklayer when he joined the RE at Newhaven on the 

11/9/1900  serving for 7 years & 5 with the reserves. He was 5 foot 8 inches tall, weighed 



 

 

153 ½ lbs with a   chest 34 ½ inches. He was promoted corporal 1/9/1915. His wife was Mrs 

Priscilla Vine nee King 65 Lisle Road.  They married on the 10/2/1912 at St Joseph’s church 

Cairo. His daughters were Eveline May born 26/12/1912: & Eileen Dorothy 11/11/

died at Red Cross Hospital Wallasey of septicaemia with wound to left hand and forearm. He 

served at Home 11/9/1900 then in Egypt from 30/4/1900. He was at Home 14/3/1906. Then 

he undertook another assignment in Egypt 6.1.1909 until he came Home 2

to France 22/8/1915 and was brought Home wounded 12/7/1916 He died of wounds received 

at the Battle of the Somme 

. ” When the British government declared war on Germany, the War Office issued 

orders for mobilisation of the British Expedi

plan the 2nd Field Company returning in October 1914 from Egypt to be part of the 8th 

Division. The Division moved to the Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly

reinforcement to the BEF, which had been 

Western Front throughout the war.” 

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; 1914 

He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: P. 7. 12. Cemetery: 

COLCHESTER CEMETERY

WILLIAMS, Frederick Thesiger. 

Regiment commanding the 2nd Battalion attached to the

aged 38 when he died of wounds on the 12/07/1916 in Rouen, Franc

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

½ lbs with a   chest 34 ½ inches. He was promoted corporal 1/9/1915. His wife was Mrs 

Priscilla Vine nee King 65 Lisle Road.  They married on the 10/2/1912 at St Joseph’s church 

Cairo. His daughters were Eveline May born 26/12/1912: & Eileen Dorothy 11/11/

died at Red Cross Hospital Wallasey of septicaemia with wound to left hand and forearm. He 

served at Home 11/9/1900 then in Egypt from 30/4/1900. He was at Home 14/3/1906. Then 

he undertook another assignment in Egypt 6.1.1909 until he came Home 22/2/1914.  He went 

to France 22/8/1915 and was brought Home wounded 12/7/1916 He died of wounds received 

” When the British government declared war on Germany, the War Office issued 

orders for mobilisation of the British Expeditionary Force in accordance with the existing 

plan the 2nd Field Company returning in October 1914 from Egypt to be part of the 8th 

Division. The Division moved to the Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly

reinforcement to the BEF, which had been all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war.”  

   

1915 Star; 1914 - 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1920 Victory Medal. 

in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: P. 7. 12. Cemetery: 

COLCHESTER CEMETERY 

 

WILLIAMS, Frederick Thesiger. He was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Northamptonshire 

Regiment commanding the 2nd Battalion attached to the 24th Brigade 8th Division. He was 

aged 38 when he died of wounds on the 12/07/1916 in Rouen, France, He was born at Abbey 

½ lbs with a   chest 34 ½ inches. He was promoted corporal 1/9/1915. His wife was Mrs 

Priscilla Vine nee King 65 Lisle Road.  They married on the 10/2/1912 at St Joseph’s church 

Cairo. His daughters were Eveline May born 26/12/1912: & Eileen Dorothy 11/11/1914. He 

died at Red Cross Hospital Wallasey of septicaemia with wound to left hand and forearm. He 

served at Home 11/9/1900 then in Egypt from 30/4/1900. He was at Home 14/3/1906. Then 

2/2/1914.  He went 

to France 22/8/1915 and was brought Home wounded 12/7/1916 He died of wounds received 

” When the British government declared war on Germany, the War Office issued 

tionary Force in accordance with the existing 

plan the 2nd Field Company returning in October 1914 from Egypt to be part of the 8th 

Division. The Division moved to the Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly-needed 

all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the 

1920 Victory Medal.  

 

in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: P. 7. 12. Cemetery: 

Lieutenant Colonel in the Northamptonshire 

24th Brigade 8th Division. He was 

e, He was born at Abbey 



 

 

Field, Colchester in 1877. He was the son of the late Major General Henry Ernest Thesiger 

Williams and of Mary Elizabeth Williams. The "Roll of Honour" published by the 

Gloucestershire Echo on 8th August 1916 listed him as "late of 

commemorated on any memorial in Cheltenham or the local area. He is listed as a day boy at 

Cheltenham College. 

“The 2nd Battalion at the start of the war in August 1914 had been in Alexandria, 

Egypt. They returned to England, landing

attached to 24th Brigade, 8th Division. This Division was formed during October 1914, by 

the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the British Empire. 

The Division moved to the West

to the BEF which had been all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front 

throughout the war, taking part in the following actions prior to Frederick's death on the 

Somme:-Battle of �euve Chapelle (10 

1915), The Action of Bois Grenier, which was part of the Battle of Loos ( 25th September

19th October1915);  The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme commencing 

1st July 1916)” 

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; 1914 

Medal.{The London Gazette 5th May 1916: 

Colonel effective 23rd March 1916}.

He is buried in the : Commonwealth 

Cemetery: ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN
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Field, Colchester in 1877. He was the son of the late Major General Henry Ernest Thesiger 

Williams and of Mary Elizabeth Williams. The "Roll of Honour" published by the 

Gloucestershire Echo on 8th August 1916 listed him as "late of Cheltenham". He is not 

commemorated on any memorial in Cheltenham or the local area. He is listed as a day boy at 

“The 2nd Battalion at the start of the war in August 1914 had been in Alexandria, 

Egypt. They returned to England, landing October 1914. At this time the battalion was 

attached to 24th Brigade, 8th Division. This Division was formed during October 1914, by 

the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the British Empire. 

The Division moved to the Western Front in �ovember 1914, a badly-needed reinforcement 

to the BEF which had been all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front 

throughout the war, taking part in the following actions prior to Frederick's death on the 

uve Chapelle (10 - 13 March 1915), The Battle of Aubers Ridge 9th May 

1915), The Action of Bois Grenier, which was part of the Battle of Loos ( 25th September

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme commencing 

 

1915 Star; 1914 - 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1920 Victory 

Medal.{The London Gazette 5th May 1916: Major F. T. Williams to be temporary Lieutenant 

Colonel effective 23rd March 1916}.  

in the : Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: Officers, A. 3. 3. 

Cemetery: ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN 

Field, Colchester in 1877. He was the son of the late Major General Henry Ernest Thesiger 

Williams and of Mary Elizabeth Williams. The "Roll of Honour" published by the 

Cheltenham". He is not 

commemorated on any memorial in Cheltenham or the local area. He is listed as a day boy at 

“The 2nd Battalion at the start of the war in August 1914 had been in Alexandria, 

October 1914. At this time the battalion was 

attached to 24th Brigade, 8th Division. This Division was formed during October 1914, by 

the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the British Empire. 

needed reinforcement 

to the BEF which had been all but wiped out at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front 

throughout the war, taking part in the following actions prior to Frederick's death on the 

13 March 1915), The Battle of Aubers Ridge 9th May 

1915), The Action of Bois Grenier, which was part of the Battle of Loos ( 25th September  - 

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme commencing 

1920 Victory 

Major F. T. Williams to be temporary Lieutenant 

 

War Dead Grave/ Reference: Officers, A. 3. 3. 
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LEGERTO#, Jack Richard. He was a private in the Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex 

Regiment) serving with the 1st Battalion. He was aged 21 when he was killed in action on the 

15/07/1916 His service number was G/20455.He was the son of John  Charles and Alice 

Legerton, of 32, Beach Rd., Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. He was born at Tollesbury, Essex in 

1895. The father John Charles was born at Tollesbury, Essex in 1856, the son of Samuel 

Orbell Legerton and Sarah Ann Drake He married Alice Eliza Legerton (daughter of Charles 

Alfred Legerton and Mary Ann Norton) at Malden in 1879. John was a carpenter and later a 

pier attendant in 1924  [statement of the clerk of the Tollesbury Parish Council at the time of 

John's death in 1939]. He died at Tendring, Essex on 12 January 1939. Alice died in 1941 at 

age 84. 

Jack enlisted in Mill Hill, Middlesex & served in  France & Flanders . 1st Battalion in 

August 1914 was in Woolwich.  On the 11 August 1914 they moved to France, landing at (Le) 

Havre, attached to Lines of Communication.  On the 22 August 1914 they were attached to 

the 19th Brigade, which was not allocated to a Division. At the time of his death they had 

been transferred to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division as of 25 �ovember 1915. He only served 

with this regiment & was killed in the battle of the Somme. 

The Battle of Bazentin Ridge 14th-17th July 1916. 

15th July 1916 

At 3 a.m. In the morning the Brigade was again ordered to attack, and the 1st 

Middlesex (Lieut.-Colonel H. Lloyd) set out at about 6.30 a.m. for Bazentin-le-Petit, from 

which village the assault of the enemy's position was to be made. The advance was made 

through a gas cloud, which made everyone feel most uncomfortable, though apparently none 

of the troops were actually "gassed." On reaching the church at Bazentin-le-Petit, "B" and 

"C" Companies worked round the northern side of the village, whilst "A" and "D" Companies 

went straight through it. Just beyond the eastern edge of the village there was a road running 

north and south*; here the Companies deployed for the attack. "B" and "D" formed the front 

line, with "C" and "A" in support. The Battalion attacked on a frontage of 800 yards. The 1st 

Queen's of the 100th Brigade (33rd Division) were on the right of the Middlesex, and 2nd 

Welch Regiment (1st Division) was on the left. Supporting the 1st Middlesex of the 98th 

Brigade were the 1/4th Suffolks, while the 2nd Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and the 

4th King's Regiment were in reserve. *In order for the account to match other accounts and 

the named German Switch Trench, this should read East-West not �orth-South.    The first 

objective allotted to the Battalion was the German Switch Trench. 

The Battalion had scarcely deployed for action when a party of the enemy in the 

�orthern corner of Bazentin Le Petit Wood* fired into the left flank of the advancing 

Middlesex men, with machine gun and rifle. Moreover, the enemy sent up red and white 

flares, and soon the hostile field guns and howitzers had placed a heavy barrage on the line 

of advance. Machine-gun fire "principally (from) High Wood, which we had been informed 

was in our possession," (From the Battalion Diary, 1st Middlesex) now began to take heavy 



 

 

toll of the advancing Companies, which were finally brought to a standstill on the crest of a 

slight ridge east of the village. Shelled

the gallant Middlesex, attempting to "dig in" on the position gained, were eventually 

compelled to fall back to the road running north and south on the eastern outskirts of 

Bazentin-le-Petit from which the

and the Suffolks, in support of the 1st Middlesex, were likewise brought to a standstill. *(A 

note in the regimental history claims the war diary should have said High Wood here not 

Bazentin-le-Petit Wood. Other accounts of this action disagree, the situation as reported was 

very confusing. See extract of the 1st Middlesex War Diary). �ext to the 1st Middlesex was 

1st Queen's, see an extract from their war diary here for 14th

The day's fighting had cost the 1st Battalion many brave lives. of the officers, 6 had 

been killed and 7 wounded; in other ranks the losses were 44 killed, 201 wounded, and 63 

missing. The total casualties on 15th were 13 officers and 308 other ranks.(2)

He held the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. C. 25. 

Cemetery: CATERPILLAR VALLEY CEMETERY, LONGUEVAL

CHAPLI# William. . Private: Suffolk Regiment: 4th Battalion.

18/08/1916 Service No: 201213

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

toll of the advancing Companies, which were finally brought to a standstill on the crest of a 

slight ridge east of the village. Shelled unmercifully and machine-gunned from both flanks, 

the gallant Middlesex, attempting to "dig in" on the position gained, were eventually 

compelled to fall back to the road running north and south on the eastern outskirts of 

Petit from which they had started. The flanking units apparently fared no better, 

and the Suffolks, in support of the 1st Middlesex, were likewise brought to a standstill. *(A 

note in the regimental history claims the war diary should have said High Wood here not 

Petit Wood. Other accounts of this action disagree, the situation as reported was 

very confusing. See extract of the 1st Middlesex War Diary). �ext to the 1st Middlesex was 

1st Queen's, see an extract from their war diary here for 14th-15th July. 

fighting had cost the 1st Battalion many brave lives. of the officers, 6 had 

been killed and 7 wounded; in other ranks the losses were 44 killed, 201 wounded, and 63 

missing. The total casualties on 15th were 13 officers and 308 other ranks.(2)

  

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. C. 25. 

Cemetery: CATERPILLAR VALLEY CEMETERY, LONGUEVAL 

 

. Private: Suffolk Regiment: 4th Battalion. Age: 27 Killed

Service No: 201213  

toll of the advancing Companies, which were finally brought to a standstill on the crest of a 

gunned from both flanks, 

the gallant Middlesex, attempting to "dig in" on the position gained, were eventually 

compelled to fall back to the road running north and south on the eastern outskirts of 

y had started. The flanking units apparently fared no better, 

and the Suffolks, in support of the 1st Middlesex, were likewise brought to a standstill. *(A 

note in the regimental history claims the war diary should have said High Wood here not 

Petit Wood. Other accounts of this action disagree, the situation as reported was 

very confusing. See extract of the 1st Middlesex War Diary). �ext to the 1st Middlesex was 

fighting had cost the 1st Battalion many brave lives. of the officers, 6 had 

been killed and 7 wounded; in other ranks the losses were 44 killed, 201 wounded, and 63 

missing. The total casualties on 15th were 13 officers and 308 other ranks.(2) 

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. C. 25. 

Age: 27 Killed in action: 



 

 

He was the son of Mrs. Caroline Chaplin, of 20, East St., Ipswich. He was born in 

Ipswich & was residing there when he joined up. He was a player for Colchester 

Town Football Club. Football was brought to a halt i

War I. Layer Road was handed over to the Army for use as a drill ground. Seven Town 

players were killed in action during the Great War, a tablet with their names inscribed on it 

was hung in the changing rooms at the old 

Great War shows that he had previously served with number 1592, in the R.F.A.

1/4th Battalion at the outbreak of war was in Portman Road, Ipswich. They were part 

of �orfolk & Suffolk Brigade, East Anglian Div

at Le Havre, though William was not with them at this stage. On the 22

were transferred to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division.

 He died during the battle of the Somme. William earned the British

the Allied Victory Medal.  

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and 

Face 1 C and 2 A.  THIEPVAL MEMORIAL

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He was the son of Mrs. Caroline Chaplin, of 20, East St., Ipswich. He was born in 

Ipswich & was residing there when he joined up. He was a player for Colchester 

Football Club. Football was brought to a halt in 1914 due to the outbreak of World 

War I. Layer Road was handed over to the Army for use as a drill ground. Seven Town 

players were killed in action during the Great War, a tablet with their names inscribed on it 

was hung in the changing rooms at the old ground at Layer Road.. The soldiers died in the 

Great War shows that he had previously served with number 1592, in the R.F.A.

1/4th Battalion at the outbreak of war was in Portman Road, Ipswich. They were part 

of �orfolk & Suffolk Brigade, East Anglian Division.  On the 9
th

 �ovember 1914 they landed 

at Le Havre, though William was not with them at this stage. On the 22
nd

 February 1916 they 

were transferred to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division. 

 

He died during the battle of the Somme. William earned the British

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and 

Face 1 C and 2 A.  THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

 

He was the son of Mrs. Caroline Chaplin, of 20, East St., Ipswich. He was born in 

Ipswich & was residing there when he joined up. He was a player for Colchester 

n 1914 due to the outbreak of World 

War I. Layer Road was handed over to the Army for use as a drill ground. Seven Town 

players were killed in action during the Great War, a tablet with their names inscribed on it 

The soldiers died in the 

Great War shows that he had previously served with number 1592, in the R.F.A. 

1/4th Battalion at the outbreak of war was in Portman Road, Ipswich. They were part 

�ovember 1914 they landed 

February 1916 they 

He died during the battle of the Somme. William earned the British War Medal and 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and 



 

 

SIMO#S,

Regiment.) 8th Battalion.72nd

Death: 21/08/1916 Service No: 957855 ( also G/15276)

He had formerly served as

had been in France 13 months prior to his death. He went on t

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; 1914 

8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Guildford, September 1914, as part of K3. 

September 1914 and attached to 72nd Brigade, 24th Division. On the 25 May 1915 they 

landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the 

remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. The 24th Division was 

involved in the Battle of Delville Wood 
Charles' death. He was killed in Action

Communication trench Delville Wood: July

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

SIMO#S, Charles William Private:  The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 

Regiment.) 8th Battalion.72nd Brigade, 24th Division.  Age: 27  Killed in Action

Death: 21/08/1916 Service No: 957855 ( also G/15276) 

He had formerly served as number 12915 with the 11th Battalion Essex Regiment& 

had been in France 13 months prior to his death. He went on the 30
th
 August 1915.

 

1915 Star; 1914 - 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1920 Victory Medal 

8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Guildford, September 1914, as part of K3. 

September 1914 and attached to 72nd Brigade, 24th Division. On the 25 May 1915 they 

landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the 

der of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. The 24th Division was 

involved in the Battle of Delville Wood - 15th July - 3rd September 1916 just prior to 
He was killed in Action. 

Communication trench Delville Wood: July 1916 (c) Imperial War Museum

The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 

Killed in Action    Date of 

number 12915 with the 11th Battalion Essex Regiment& 

August 1915. 

1920 Victory Medal  

8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Guildford, September 1914, as part of K3. 

September 1914 and attached to 72nd Brigade, 24th Division. On the 25 May 1915 they 

landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the 

der of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. The 24th Division was 

3rd September 1916 just prior to 

 

1916 (c) Imperial War Museum  Q4417 
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 He was the eldest son of Charles and Mary Ann Simons, of "Merrythought", Regent 

St. Rowhedge. He was born 13 June 1889 at East Donyland & baptised there on the 6th 

October 1889. His father was a renowned yacht captain, who had won the German Emperor's 

Cup with Merrythought in 1898 & another with Irex in 1902. Prior to the War, he had worked 

in the Grocery Department of the Colchester & East Essex Cooperative Society. He enlisted 

at Colchester. 

1901 Census shows There are 2 sets of parents thus some of these children are 

possibly cousins :-    Dorothy Simons aged 2, William aged 4 , James & Sidney  both aged 7, 

Claude aged 10, Charles himself aged 11, Emma  14 born & living in Rowhedge . There is 

Celestia Simons aged 17    working as a Mothers Help Domestic & Ruth Simons  aged 

19  working as  Parlour maid Domestic both born & living in Rowhedge. Charles Mother 

Mary Simons aged 47  &  his father Charles Simons  aged 49. They again are born & living 

in Rowhedge. His father is listed as a  Mariner as shown above.  

Charles himself had been a member of a local entertainment group called the "Scarlet Poms" 

& was noted for his comic songs. Charles is 5th from the right 
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 MASO# Stanley Private: 2nd/8th Battalion., Essex Regiment. attached. 7th Battalion., 

Northamptonshire Regiment Age 22.

1916. Service number 2386 

He was the son of Alfred Allen Mason 

one time the family had also lived at Kingsland Road, West Mersea. He had been born in 

1894. He enlisted at Colchester and joined the 2nd/8th (Cyclist) battalion of the Essex 

Regiment. He was sent to France and 

Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment.

The 7th (Service) Battalion had been formed at �orthampton, September 1914, as 

part of K3. September 1914 : attached to 73rd Brigade, 24th Division. Though Stanley

spent the early part of the war with the Essex Regiment. He died during the Battle of the 

Somme, which raged from the 1st July until it petered out in the mud of �ovember. According 

to the British official history of the battle, total Allied casualtie

and German around 660,000. British casualties reported by the Adjutant General were 

419,654 of whom some 5% were missing at roll call but may have subsequently reported

On the 2nd September 1916 the Battalion was in action aro

Somme. The following is an extract from the Battalion War diary:

"The Battalion relieved the 9th Battalion Royal Sussex and the 2nd Battalion 

Leinsters in the front line. C company returned to Savoy Trench. One Lewis Gun team was

knocked out on the way up. �o other casualties during relief. D Company accounted for 2 

Germans on left of Tea Lane. �ight quiet except for our own artillery that constantly fired 

short." As no other casualties were recorded, it is assumed that Stanley Ma

Lewis Gun team. His body was never recovered.

He earned the 1920 War Medal; 1914 
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Private: 2nd/8th Battalion., Essex Regiment. attached. 7th Battalion., 

Age 22. He was killed in action on the 2 September 

He was the son of Alfred Allen Mason and Nellie Mason, of Hill House, Peldon,  At 

one time the family had also lived at Kingsland Road, West Mersea. He had been born in 

1894. He enlisted at Colchester and joined the 2nd/8th (Cyclist) battalion of the Essex 

Regiment. He was sent to France and during the early autumn of 1916 was attached to the 7th 

Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment. 

The 7th (Service) Battalion had been formed at �orthampton, September 1914, as 

part of K3. September 1914 : attached to 73rd Brigade, 24th Division. Though Stanley

spent the early part of the war with the Essex Regiment. He died during the Battle of the 

Somme, which raged from the 1st July until it petered out in the mud of �ovember. According 

to the British official history of the battle, total Allied casualties amounted to almost 630,000 

and German around 660,000. British casualties reported by the Adjutant General were 

419,654 of whom some 5% were missing at roll call but may have subsequently reported

On the 2nd September 1916 the Battalion was in action around Delville Wood on the 

Somme. The following is an extract from the Battalion War diary:-  

"The Battalion relieved the 9th Battalion Royal Sussex and the 2nd Battalion 

Leinsters in the front line. C company returned to Savoy Trench. One Lewis Gun team was

knocked out on the way up. �o other casualties during relief. D Company accounted for 2 

Germans on left of Tea Lane. �ight quiet except for our own artillery that constantly fired 

As no other casualties were recorded, it is assumed that Stanley Mason was one of the 

Lewis Gun team. His body was never recovered.  

   

He earned the 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1920 Victory Medal 

Private: 2nd/8th Battalion., Essex Regiment. attached. 7th Battalion., 

He was killed in action on the 2 September 

and Nellie Mason, of Hill House, Peldon,  At 

one time the family had also lived at Kingsland Road, West Mersea. He had been born in 

1894. He enlisted at Colchester and joined the 2nd/8th (Cyclist) battalion of the Essex 

during the early autumn of 1916 was attached to the 7th 

The 7th (Service) Battalion had been formed at �orthampton, September 1914, as 

part of K3. September 1914 : attached to 73rd Brigade, 24th Division. Though Stanley had 

spent the early part of the war with the Essex Regiment. He died during the Battle of the 

Somme, which raged from the 1st July until it petered out in the mud of �ovember. According 

s amounted to almost 630,000 

and German around 660,000. British casualties reported by the Adjutant General were 

419,654 of whom some 5% were missing at roll call but may have subsequently reported. 

und Delville Wood on the 

"The Battalion relieved the 9th Battalion Royal Sussex and the 2nd Battalion 

Leinsters in the front line. C company returned to Savoy Trench. One Lewis Gun team was 

knocked out on the way up. �o other casualties during relief. D Company accounted for 2 

Germans on left of Tea Lane. �ight quiet except for our own artillery that constantly fired 

son was one of the 
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STEWARD Sidney Stanley Rifleman: Rifle Brigade  11th Battalion. 59th Brigade, 20th 

Division. Aged 36  He was killed in action: 03/09/1916 Service No: S/12775  

His father was John Steward an engine driver & his mother was Alice. The 1891 

census shows him as an 11 year old living at Tollesbury with relatives :- Lizzie aged 

8,  Lettie aged 1,  John aged 4 ,  Elizabeth aged 9,  Alice aged 7 ,  George aged 11,  Leonard 

aged 8 , Bertha aged 14, Charles aged 22 and Sarah aged 24. 

The 1901 census shows the family as living in Tolleshunt Knights with the addition of 

Robert aged 1 month, Millie aged 2, Annie aged 4 & Charles aged 9. Sidney Stanley is no 

longer living with the family. When he joined up he gave both his place of birth and 

residence as Tolleshunt.  He only served in the Rifle brigade. Two of his brothers were also 

killed John  (10/02/1917) with the Essex Regiment & Charles with the Essex Yeomanry 

(11/04/1917). When he attested at Winchester on the 3
rd
 September 1915  he gave his 

occupation as shoemaker. He was 5foot 5 ½ inches tall with a girth of 34 inches & weighed 

112 lbs. He gave his father as next of  kin. 

He enlisted at Watford & served in the 11th (Service) Battalion, which was formed at 

Winchester in September 1914, as part of K2, attached to 59th Brigade, 20th (Light) 

Division. Early days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained 

officers and �COs to command them, no organised billets or equipment. The Division first 

assembled in the Aldershot area with brigades at Blackdown, Deepcut and Cowshott. 

Artillery was particularly hard to come by; 12 old guns arrived from India in February 1915! 

When in the same month the Division moved to Witlet, Godalming and Guildford, the 

artillery had to go by train as there was insufficient harness for the horses. Another move 
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was made, to Salisbury Plain, in April 1915. The Division was inspected by HM King George 

V at Knighton Down on 24th June 1915, by which time all equipment had arrived and the 

Division was judged ready for war.  

26th July 1915: completed concentration in the Saint-Omer area, all units having 

crossed to France during the preceding few days. Early trench familiarisation and training 

took place in the Fleurbaix area. The Division then remained in the Western Front theatre, 

taking part in the following actions prior to his death :- Attack towards Fromelles, a 

subsidiary to the Battle of Loos, 25 September 1915; The Battle of Mount Sorrel, including 

successful recapture of that height alongside the Canadians on 13th June 1916; the Battle of 

Delville Wood (third phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) & the Battle of Guillemont 

(fourth phase of the Battle of 

the Somme) . He initially was 

listed as missing presumed 

 The ruins of Guillemont 

Station. Photograph from the 

History of the 20th (Light) 

Division. 

This village is situated about 

six and a half miles east of 

Albert, and is located on the 

junction of the D64 and D20 

roads. Guillemont held out for 

some time during the Somme 

battles, with attacks here on the 30th of July and the 8th of August before the village was 

finally taken on the 3rd of September, 1916. The 20th (Light) Division was instrumental in 

taking the village, and this action is described in their Divisional History. In the morning, 

their line was just to the west of the village, probably just a little closer than the position of 

Guillemont Road Cemetery today and, further north, running past the site of Guillemont 

station. Their objective was to take the village, and continue east past the crossroads where 

their memorial stands today. The attack had been postponed several times, partly due to poor 

weather, but the plan was to attack the village from north, west and south. Assembly trenches 

were dug north of Guillemont Station to aid the northern attack, and at 6 a.m. on the 3rd of 

September, 1916, a bombardment commenced. The infantry attacked here at noon. The attack 

also employed 'push-pipes', and liquid fire, innovations which were also employed by the 

British elsewhere on the Somme battlefields in 1916. The attack went well, although there 

were casualties, and the second objective (the eastern side of the village) was taken by 1.30 

p.m. reference :-http://www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/somme/guillemont.html 



 

 

The site of Guillemont village during the War.(c) unknown

Sidney earned the 1914-5 Star, the Br

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 16 B and 16 C. THIEPVAL 

MEMORIAL 
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The site of Guillemont village during the War.(c) unknown

 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.
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The site of Guillemont village during the War.(c) unknown 

itish War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  
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SAYE, Ernest James.

Guards with the 3rd Battalion. 1st Guards Brigade, Gu

15/09/1916 Service No: 16031

Born in Goldhanger 2nd March 1888 to Walter and Sarah Saye, of Great 

Wigborough  (1) & Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.

serving with the Royal Field Artillery.

living  Tolleshunt Darcy working as a House Labourer. His medal card shows a service 

number 16531.  He enlisted at Colchester. The 3rd Battalion

in Chelsea Barracks as part of 

transferred to 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division Ernest went to France 21

1915 

The 2nd Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 2nd Division 

remained on the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions 

as follows:  

1914    The Battle of Mons;

Villers-Cotterets;    The Battle of the Marne;

Then in 1915     The Battle of Aubers Ridge, 9 May 1915

Guards’ Division. Post August 1915

1915 

1916 The Battle of Flers

He was killed in action on 15 September 1916 during this Battle of Flers

tanks were used for the first time in history. He lost his life at Les Boeufs.

 Ernest earned the 1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

SAYE, Ernest James.  He served as a Private in the Coldstream 

Guards with the 3rd Battalion. 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division Date of Death: 

15/09/1916 Service No: 16031  

Born in Goldhanger 2nd March 1888 to Walter and Sarah Saye, of Great 

(1) & Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.  His brother Arthur was killed in 1918 while 

serving with the Royal Field Artillery. The 1901 census shows aged 13 born

Tolleshunt Darcy working as a House Labourer. His medal card shows a service 

He enlisted at Colchester. The 3rd Battalion  in August 1914 were stationed 

in Chelsea Barracks as part of 4th (Guards) Brigade, 2nd Division.  On the 20 August 1915: 

transferred to 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division Ernest went to France 21

The 2nd Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 2nd Division 

tern Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions 

The Battle of Mons;    The Affair of Landrecies;    Rearguard Actions of 

The Battle of the Marne;   The Battle of the Aisne;    First Battle

The Battle of Aubers Ridge, 9 May 1915 

Guards’ Division. Post August 1915 The Battle of Loos, 25 September 

1916 The Battle of Flers-Courcelette (sixth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916).

ion on 15 September 1916 during this Battle of Flers-Courcelette, when 

tanks were used for the first time in history. He lost his life at Les Boeufs. 

 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

He served as a Private in the Coldstream 

ards Division Date of Death: 

Born in Goldhanger 2nd March 1888 to Walter and Sarah Saye, of Great 

was killed in 1918 while 

The 1901 census shows aged 13 born in Goldhanger 

Tolleshunt Darcy working as a House Labourer. His medal card shows a service 

in August 1914 were stationed 

On the 20 August 1915: 

transferred to 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division Ernest went to France 21
st
 December 

The 2nd Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 2nd Division 

tern Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions 

Rearguard Actions of 

First Battle of Ypres 

The Battle of Loos, 25 September - 19 October 

Courcelette (sixth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). 

Courcelette, when 

 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  
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HUGHES, Edward 

18th Brigade, 6th Division who died of wounds on Saturday, 16th September 1916. Aged 30

Edward was married and lived wit

Edward was born 15th September 1887. He joined the East Lancashire Regiment, as an 

eighteen year old in 1905. He served in the ranks for 9 years and 313 days before receiving a 

Field Commission. He had gone to F

Company Quartermaster Sergeant Major with the East Lancashire Regiment, when he was 

promoted 2nd Lieutenant on the 25th July 1915 for services in the field. He transferred to the 

2nd Battalion Durham Light Infantry from 12th September 1915.

  He was made a temporary Lieutenant on the 6th March 1916 and was acting Captain 

during the Battle of the Somme, 1st July till 18th November 1916.

At the outbreak of the War, the 1st Battalion East Lancashire Regiment 

Colchester and it is probable that the Hughes moved into Abberton at this time. The 1st 

Battalion became part of 11th Brigade of the 4th Division. They moved to France in time to 

help the hard pressed BEF fighting at Le Cateau on 26th August 1914.
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HUGHES, Edward Captain 2nd Battalion, Durham Light Infantry 

18th Brigade, 6th Division who died of wounds on Saturday, 16th September 1916. Aged 30

Edward was married and lived with his wife, Louisa  in Layer Road, Abberton. 

Edward was born 15th September 1887. He joined the East Lancashire Regiment, as an 

eighteen year old in 1905. He served in the ranks for 9 years and 313 days before receiving a 

Field Commission. He had gone to France on the 22nd August in 1914 and was serving as 

Company Quartermaster Sergeant Major with the East Lancashire Regiment, when he was 

promoted 2nd Lieutenant on the 25th July 1915 for services in the field. He transferred to the 

t Infantry from 12th September 1915. 

He was made a temporary Lieutenant on the 6th March 1916 and was acting Captain 

during the Battle of the Somme, 1st July till 18th November 1916. 

At the outbreak of the War, the 1st Battalion East Lancashire Regiment 

Colchester and it is probable that the Hughes moved into Abberton at this time. The 1st 

Battalion became part of 11th Brigade of the 4th Division. They moved to France in time to 

help the hard pressed BEF fighting at Le Cateau on 26th August 1914. 

r Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 7 D and 8 D. THIEPVAL 
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18th Brigade, 6th Division who died of wounds on Saturday, 16th September 1916. Aged 30 

in Layer Road, Abberton. 

Edward was born 15th September 1887. He joined the East Lancashire Regiment, as an 

eighteen year old in 1905. He served in the ranks for 9 years and 313 days before receiving a 

rance on the 22nd August in 1914 and was serving as 

Company Quartermaster Sergeant Major with the East Lancashire Regiment, when he was 

promoted 2nd Lieutenant on the 25th July 1915 for services in the field. He transferred to the 

He was made a temporary Lieutenant on the 6th March 1916 and was acting Captain 

At the outbreak of the War, the 1st Battalion East Lancashire Regiment were at 

Colchester and it is probable that the Hughes moved into Abberton at this time. The 1st 

Battalion became part of 11th Brigade of the 4th Division. They moved to France in time to 
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Edward's Brigade were involved in a number of battles through 1914 and early 1915 while 

he was still with the East Lancashire Regiment :- Marne 7-10th September 1914, Aisne 12 - 

15th September 1914, Messines 12th October 1914, St. Julien 24th April 1915, Frezenburg 8-

13th May 1915 and Bellewaarde 24-25th 1915.  

The following message was sent to the Officer Commanding 2nd Durham Light 

Infantry from the General Staff on the 16th May 1916 :- "The G. O. C. wishes me to inform 

you that he is very pleased with the work of the patrol commanded by Lieut. Hughes, 2nd DLI  

signed G. F. Boys Lt. Col General Staff" 

  The 6th Division played a major role in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette between 15th 

and 22nd September 1916. The following is an excerpt from "The history of the D. L .I." :- 

"On the right of the attack was the 6th Division, containing the 2nd and 14th 

Battalions, which had come south from the salient at the end of July and had spent August on 

the Ancre opposite Beau-Hamel. having entered the XIV Corps front on the 8th September, it 

lay opposite a spur held by the enemy between Ginchy and Leuze Wood (ours since the 9th), 

on top of which he had constructed a four-sided system of trenches, 300 yards by 150 yards, 

known to us as the Quadrilateral. This strong-point had already been the subject of several 

unsuccessful attacks before it was decided to include it in the general offensive of the 15th 

September as a subsidiary operation. to facilitate the movement of the three tanks allotted to 

the 6th Division a gap of about 200 yards was left in the creeping barrage. this gap 

unfortunately coincided with the strongest point of the Quadrilateral; two tanks were "non-

starters" and the third was driven back damaged; and the 16th Brigade's attack 

failed.****** an attack by the 18th Brigade was planned for that night, to be carried out by 

the 2nd Durham Light Infantry and the 11th Essex. Alas, the 11th Essex, attacking from the 

south-east, lost direction in the dark, while the 2nd Battalion (D. L. I.), from the north, 

having had insufficient time for reconnaissance, bombed down a trench successfully only to 

discover that it did not lead to the Quadrilateral".  

The following is an extract from the War Diary for the 15th - 16th September 1916 :-

"At midnight the battalion  moved to Assembly Area South of Bois de Trones in accordance 

with orders for 4th Army attack. At midday the Battalion moved to Guillemont - Wedgewood 

Trench, then to trench held by Guards in order to attack communication trench leading to 

Quadrilateral. attack was launched at 7.30pm and about 500 yards of trench was captured. 

Capt B. C. Baty, and 2/Lt. R. J. Meike killed, 2/Lt. L.A. Hartsworth,2/Lt A. R. Watson, 2/Lt. J. 

Dudley, 2/Lt. J. Crawford and Capt. E. Hughes wounded. 

16th September 1916 In the morning a small attack was made but was held up by 

machine gun fire from an enemy strong point. 2/Lt. L. Birtles killed, Capt. G. M. Garland 

wounded, 2/Lt. H. F. Chamberlain wounded but at duty. Casualties to other ranks: 30 killed, 

99 wounded, 34 missing. Captain E. Hughes died of wounds received on 15/9/16" 

Thus Edward was wounded on the 15th, HIS BIRTHDAY, while gallantly leading his men 

and died the next day. 



 

 

He was entitled to the Allied Victory Medal, The British War Medal and the 1914 Star for 

France (The "Mons" Medal). 

Commonwealth War Dead: BRONFAY FARM MILITARY CEMETERY, BRAY

SOMME Grave: II. C. 20. 

FRA#CIS, John Walter. He served as a Private with the Essex Regiment in the 11th 

Battalion. Age: 22 Date of Death: 25/09/1916

  He was the son of James and Eliza Francis, living post war at 15, Bourne Rd., 

Colchester. 1901 census shows John Francis

His mother Eliza Francis aged 36 born London at Eltham

born in Colchester working as a Corn Merchant. 
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Date of Death: 25/09/1916 Service No: 12917  
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shows John Francis  aged 7 born at Elmstead living in Colchester. 

His mother Eliza Francis aged 36 born London at Eltham  & father James Francis aged 

born in Colchester working as a Corn Merchant.  
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aged 7 born at Elmstead living in Colchester. 
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He went to France 30/08/1915 entitles him to the 1914-15 Star (WO329/2748) and the 

British War and Allied Victory Medals (WO329/1376) 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. THIEPVAL 

MEMORIAL His name also appears on the Colchester Memorial in the Town Hall and the 

St. Michael's, Berechurch, Memorial.  Also a list which was held in Saint Andrew's 

Fingringhoe 

 

SMITH, George Frederick Private: Essex Regiment 10th Battalion. 53 Brigade 18th 

(Eastern) Division Age: 24 Date of Death: 26/09/1916 Service No: 43352 

He lived and enlisted, Colchester, probably initially into the 8th (Cyclist) Battalion. 

He was wounded in 08/1916, as reported in the Essex Chronicle of the 15/12/1916. In July 

1916, the Battalion was on the Ypres Salient but at the end of August it was transferred to the 

Somme to take part in the continuing battle. Plans were being made for an attack on Thiepval 

and the German Schwaben Redoubt to take place on the 26th September. 

  The Battalion War Diary describes the events:- 

AVELUY 24.9.16 - Battalion moved to AVELUY (CRUCIFIX COR�ER). Marched by 

Companies at first and by Platoons for the last 2 miles. C. O., Adjutant and Company 

Commanders visited CO��ISTO� POST and from the II Corps Observation Post made a 

careful survey of the ground to be gained. Every possible guiding mark was carefully noted. 

25.9.16 - 6am- C. O. & Company Commanders, Platoon Commanders and Company 

Sergeant Majors visited the line and went into the exact position for forming up etc. 

11am- C. O. and Adjutant to Conference at Brigade H. Q. 

2pm - Conference of Company Commanders and the Officer Commanding �orfolk 
Company, which was to act as "mopping up" party.  
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5pm C. O. & Adjutant to conference at Brigade H. Q. reference final instructions.- 

barrage etc. Brigadier General Showbridge commanding 54th Brigade came in whilst this 

conference was on & told his plans. this was very helpful to us. 

7pm - Final conference of Company Commanders and issue of final orders. As 

Brigade Instructions for attack were not received till noon on 25th and almost the whole day 

was spent in conferences and everyone was confident and completely satisfied with verbal 

instructions it was seemed inadvisable to spend the night writing operation orders. We slept 

confidently instead. Verbal orders were framed on Brigade instructions. 

2nd Lieutenant J. J. Willoughby (Signals Officer) wounded whilst reconnoitring 

during afternoon. About midnight - Brigade Order �o ( received (operation for attack on 

Thiepval). 

26.9.16 - 5.15 am -Right Front Company commenced moving up to the Assembly 

trenches. this movement done by double sections at 2 minute intervals. followed by left front 

company etc . 3 Clearing platoons of 8th �orfolks, attached sections of Machine gun Corps 

and T In. Battery joined at Wood Post - G. O. C. Brigade was in old German front line when 

we arrived and wished us luck. the whole battalion and attached parties were in position at 8 

am as ordered. 

10am - gas alert ordered.                10.05 am- watches synchronised. 

10.10 am C. O. and 2nd Lieutenant A. Carpenter (Liaison officer between Battalion 

H. Q. and companies) visited the Companies. 

11.15 am - these officers returned - C. O. found all ranks very happy and confident. 

11.50 am Brigade Major rang up to say that some men of W. Riding regiment might 
possibly be found near APPLE TREES (men cut off in a recent attack). Left front Company 

warned. 

13.35 pm - Barrage commenced and attack launched. 1 pm - Message from Brigade 

Observation Point - Troops advancing well; have passed trench on ridge, very few casualties. 

at the same time observer, who has been to WO�DER WORK came into say that about 12.45 

pm first waves passed over JOSEPH'S TRE�CH in excellent order. about 1.10 pm - 

Prisoners began to come in. the rapidity with which crowds of prisoners came down valley 

from THIEPVAL to AUTHUILLE WOOD was  a wonderful sight. There seemed as many 

prisoners as attacking troops. 

1.28 pm - Message from left front company 9 (D Company) timed 12.48 arrived (First 

Objective gained). ( The POZIERES - ST. PIERRE sunken road). All information was 

transmitted to Brigade and repeated to �orfolks, Suffolks and R. Berks 

2.20 pm - Message timed 1.15 pm from left front Company - Leading troops have 

gained second objective. Troops of 54th Brigade on left well up. 

2.18 pm -Message from reserve company giving position and keeping in touch 

received- enemy pigeon left THIEPVAL  1.10 pm. 
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4 pm Message timed 2.13 pm from Support Company saying that Company was in Second 

Objective. 

4.25 pm - Officer Commanding Reserve Company report timed 3.08 saying that left 

Battalion was held up. 

4.30 pm Officer Commanding 10th Essex accompanied by Officer Commanding 

Suffolks went forward to determine the exact situation. 

5.37 pm - Message timed 3.35 pm received saying that line was held up some 600 

yards short of final objective - Brigade on left also held up but further. Snipers left behind in 

THIEPVAL proving a great nuisance (Here Battalion came under fire from BULGAR 

TRENCH AND MARTIN TRENCH). At the same time message from Officer Commanding 

Reserve Company gave similar but fuller information. message timed 4.42 pm - Battalions of 

left Brigade had worked across to right during the attack. Consolidation of second Objective 

reported begun - C. O. went round line at this time and gave us instructions re consolidation 

and re-organisation. 

5.31 pm - Brigade Major informed Report Centre that in a short time another barrage 

on final objective would begin and our troops were then to follow it up and make good this 

objective - Orders to this effect were immediately sent to Companies. 

6.20 pm - This plan was cancelled and telephonic verbal orders received for 

consolidation of Second Objective and ground gained beyond. 

6.23 pm - Cancellation of barrage and orders for consolidation transmitted to 

Companies. 

7.45 pm Officer Commanding Reserve Company reported that he had put Right Front 
and Support Companies - each of which had lost all its officers - in rear of front line; that he 

had sent an officer to each company, that line was being held by "C" Company (Reserves) on 

right and "D" Company (Left Front) on left; left flank more or less in the air. 

7.35 pm - Adjutant visited Officer Commanding  �orfolks and obtained his 

dispositions as Brigade had informed us that we could call on �orfolks direct for immediate 

support. 

10 pm - C. O. reported that we were in touch with Suffolks on right and 12th 

Middlesex on left. Battalion  consolidated on line along Second Objective. Companies rather 

cramped so "A" & "B" Companies withdrawn further back. This report was sent by runner 

from dugout to Report Centre until Brigade reported no operation orders were coming 

through that night. this information received at 1.30 pm. 

At the end of the day the Suffolks and 10th Battalion, Essex Regiment had taken the 

Zollern Trench The Essex Chronicle of the  05/01/1917 reported him as 

Missing.  Subsequently he was reported killed in action on this date. The Battalion with other 

Units carried on the advance next day and the village of Thiepval was cleared of enemy 

troops by 1100am. .  



 

 

 Entitled to British War and Allied Victory Medals (file WO329/1378)

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. William  Joseph Smith, of 20, Recreation Rd., 

Colchester; husband of Florrie Eleanor Roberts (formerly Smith), of "Chota Kamra," Barrow 

Hill, West Mersea, Essex. Worked pre

married Mr Archie Roberts. Both are buried in Donyland Cemetery.

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D:THIEPVAL 

MEMORIAL OTHER MEMORIALS  On the Colchester Town Hall Memorial, the St. 

Stephen's Roll of Service 1916 and the 18th Division Memorial Book at St. James the Great. 

Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque

CARDEY, Francis Henry. Private Service No: G/14595 He served in the Royal Sussex 

Regiment 2nd Battalion, 1st Division 2nd Brigade.  He served originally Essex Regiment 

2419. He was aged 19 when he died of wounds on the 29/09/1916.

The 2nd Battalion was a

Woking in the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. The Division arrived in France in August 1914. At 

the time of his death the Division had been involved in two battles:

Battle of Flers-Courcelette 15

The last great Allied effort to achieve a breakthrough came on 15 September in the 

Battle of Flers-Courcelette with the initial advance made by 11 British divisions (nine from 
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Fourth Army, two Canadian divisions on the Reserve Army sector) and a later attack by four 

French corps. 

The battle is chiefly remembered today as the debut of the tank. The British had high 

hopes that this secret weapon would break the deadlock of the trenches. Early tanks were not 

weapons of mobile warfare — with a top speed of 2 mph (3.2 km/h), they were easily outp  

aced by the infantry — but were designed for trench warfare. They were untroubled by 

barbed wire obstacles and impervious to rifle and machine gun fire, though highly vulnerable 

to artillery. Additionally, the tanks were notoriously unreliable; of the 49 tanks available on 

15 September, only 32 made it to the start line, and of these, only 21 made it into action. 

Mechanical breakdowns were common, and many others became bogged or ditched in the 

shell holes and trenches of the churned battlefield. 

 

Troops advancing at Morval (c) IWM Q 1308 

The British made gains across the length of their front, the greatest being in the 

centre at Flers with an advance of 3,500 yards, a feat achieved by the newest British division 

in France, the 41st Division, in their first action. They were later joined by the tank D-17, 

giving rise to the optimistic press report: "A tank is walking up the High Street of Flers with 

the British Army cheering behind." 

It was also the first major Western Front battle for the �ew Zealand Division, at the 

time part of the British XV Corps, which captured part of the Switch Line west of Flers. On 

the left flank, the Canadian 2nd Division captured the village of Courcelette after heavy 

fighting, with some assistance from tanks. And finally after two months of fighting, the British 

captured all of High Wood, though not without another costly struggle. The plan was to use 

tanks in support of infantry from the 47th (1/2nd London) Division, but the wood was an 

impassable landscape of shattered stumps and shell holes, and only one tank managed to 

penetrate any distance. The German defenders were forced to abandon High Wood once 

British progress on the flanks threatened to encircle them. 



 

 

German prisoners bringing wounded to a Field Station at Morval (c) IWM Q 1311

The British had managed to advance during Flers

of the German third position, but fell short of all their object

breakthrough eluded them. The tank had shown promise, but its lack of reliability ed its 

impact, and the tactics of tank warfare were obviously in their infancy.

The least successful sector on 15 September had been east of Ginchy w

Quadrilateral redoubt had held up the advance towards Morval 

captured until 18 September. Another attack was planned for 25 September with the 

objectives of the villages of Gueudecourt, Lesbœufs and Morval. Like the 14 

Bazentin Ridge, the ed objectives, concentrated artillery and weak German defences resulted 

in a successful attack. On this occasion the tanks remained in reserve. Reference:

http://www.danceage.com/biography/sdmc_Battle_of_the_Somme_(1916)

Battle of Morval. 25-28 Sep 1916, including the capture of Combles, Lesboeufs and 

Gueudecourt. George Green, also from Fingringhoe died the previous day in the same battle 

with the Northamptonshire Regiment.

He was the son of Harry and Hannah Cardey, of F

been  living at Great Bromley in 1900 with his parents and 2 little sisters before they moved 

to Fingringhoe; their arrival being delayed because Frank had the measles. They lived in Hall 

Cottage below the churchyard;

Choir. He left school at 14 and was apprenticed to Mr. Hopwood, optician and clockmaker, 

of High Street, Colchester .He enlisted at Colchester and joined the Cyclists Battalion of the 

Essex Regiment but was sent to France with the 2nd Battalion Royal

Having been wounded, he died in hospital at Rouen.

1901 Census shows the family all living at Fingringhoe ;

at  Great Bromley , Frances Cardey

at Donyland and  his mother Hannah Cardey

 He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; 1914 
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The British had managed to advance during Flers-Courcelette, capturing 4,500 yards 

of the German third position, but fell short of all their objectives, and once again the 

breakthrough eluded them. The tank had shown promise, but its lack of reliability ed its 

impact, and the tactics of tank warfare were obviously in their infancy. 

The least successful sector on 15 September had been east of Ginchy w

Quadrilateral redoubt had held up the advance towards Morval — the Quadrilateral was not 

captured until 18 September. Another attack was planned for 25 September with the 

objectives of the villages of Gueudecourt, Lesbœufs and Morval. Like the 14 

Bazentin Ridge, the ed objectives, concentrated artillery and weak German defences resulted 

in a successful attack. On this occasion the tanks remained in reserve. Reference:

http://www.danceage.com/biography/sdmc_Battle_of_the_Somme_(1916) 

28 Sep 1916, including the capture of Combles, Lesboeufs and 

George Green, also from Fingringhoe died the previous day in the same battle 

with the Northamptonshire Regiment. 

He was the son of Harry and Hannah Cardey, of Fingringhoe, Colchester, Essex.

living at Great Bromley in 1900 with his parents and 2 little sisters before they moved 

to Fingringhoe; their arrival being delayed because Frank had the measles. They lived in Hall 

Cottage below the churchyard; Mr Cardey worked at the Hall.  Frank joined the Church 

Choir. He left school at 14 and was apprenticed to Mr. Hopwood, optician and clockmaker, 

of High Street, Colchester .He enlisted at Colchester and joined the Cyclists Battalion of the 

ut was sent to France with the 2nd Battalion Royal  Sussex Regiment. 

Having been wounded, he died in hospital at Rouen. 

1901 Census shows the family all living at Fingringhoe ;- Violet Cardey 5 months born 

, Frances Cardey  aged 3 born in  at Myland , Mildred Cardey

his mother Hannah Cardey  aged 30 born at Layer Marney

 

1915 Star; 1914 - 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1920 Victory Medal
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objectives of the villages of Gueudecourt, Lesbœufs and Morval. Like the 14 July battle of 

Bazentin Ridge, the ed objectives, concentrated artillery and weak German defences resulted 

in a successful attack. On this occasion the tanks remained in reserve. Reference:- 
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Frank joined the Church 

Choir. He left school at 14 and was apprenticed to Mr. Hopwood, optician and clockmaker, 

of High Street, Colchester .He enlisted at Colchester and joined the Cyclists Battalion of the 

Sussex Regiment. 

Violet Cardey 5 months born 

, Mildred Cardey  aged 5 born 

aged 30 born at Layer Marney .  

1920 Victory Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: B. 19. 67. ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN 

MEMORIALS   Colchester Town Hall and Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist 

Chapel Fingringhoe 

 

AGER,  George  James. He was a Private: Essex Regiment: 11th Battalion. Age: 31 Died of 

wounds: 07/10/1916 Service No: 13492  

 He was born in Tollesbury the son of George and Charlotte Ager, of 1, Council 

Cottages, Tolleshunt D'Arcy & brother of  Frederick, who was also killed. He enlisted in 

Colchester and his service record shows both residence & place of birth as Tolleshunt 

D'Arcy. The 1911 census shows him under Tolleshunt D’Arcy. His medal card shows him as 

G. Ager in the 11
th
 Essex. He was wounded losing both his legs and brought home to Maida 

Vale Hospital where he died. 

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 11th October 

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915 the 
Battalion was transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.  

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham during 

September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It served 

on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly appalling. 

Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into the 

reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties. 

6th Division moved south, from the Ypres Salient, at the beginning of August 1916, to take 

part in the third big effort to achieve a result on the Somme, the Battle of Flers-Courcelette 

(15-22 September 1916). On 25 September, with the 2nd Battalion, Durham Light Infantry 



 

 

and 1st Buffs on its right, the 11th Battalion, Essex Regiment mounted a successful attack 

near les Bouefs. By then the battlefield was a morass of mud but the troop

to take their first objective without too much difficulty. Other battalions then passed thru' to 

complete the task. He was wounded in this engagement & shipped home where he died of 

wounds. . 

A letter from his friend Corporal William

 

 “Dead Man’s ’Penny”, 1914
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and 1st Buffs on its right, the 11th Battalion, Essex Regiment mounted a successful attack 

near les Bouefs. By then the battlefield was a morass of mud but the troops struggled through 

to take their first objective without too much difficulty. Other battalions then passed thru' to 

He was wounded in this engagement & shipped home where he died of 

A letter from his friend Corporal William E. Fordham also of the 11
th
 Battalion Essex 

Regiment 

“Dead Man’s ’Penny”, 1914-1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal
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1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

  Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Near West end. Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT 

D'ARCY (ST. NICHOLAS) NEW CHURCH

BARBER, Herbert George.  

Battalion. Date of Death: 12/10/1916

Born Tolleshunt D'Arcy He was a resident & enlisted Southend

Action. He originally joined the

at the end of that year. They subsequently were transferred to France.

The Battle of Le Transloy, 1916

The village of Gueudecourt lies five kilometres directly south of Bapaume. Here, on 

October 12, 1916, the �ewfoundland Regiment made its heroic assault during the Battle of 

Le Transloy, one of the major battles of the Somme. Arriving from the north where it had 

spent 10 weeks in the Ypres Salient, the 88th Brigade, in which the �ewfoundland Reg

was serving, was temporarily attached to the British 12th Division, which was holding 

Gueudecourt. By nightfall on October 10, the �ewfoundlanders were manning a 450

section of the firing line on the northern outskirts of the village. The attac

the afternoon of the 12th, all four �ewfoundland companies advancing in line with the 1st 

Essex Battalion on their left. So closely did the men keep up to the curtain of their artillery 

barrage that several became casualties from the s

the front German trenches the defenders, compelled by the shelling to remain under cover, 

were quickly engaged in hand-

88th Brigade had secured their 

As the �ewfoundlanders advanced to their final objective, some 750 metres from their 

starting line, heavy machine-gun fire coming from the front and the right flank forced them 

back to Hilt Trench. On their left, a sharp German counter

back to the outskirts of Gueudecourt, leaving the �ewfoundlanders with an open flank. 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Near West end. Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT 

D'ARCY (ST. NICHOLAS) NEW CHURCHYARD 

 

 He was a Private in the Essex Regiment in the 1st 

Date of Death: 12/10/1916 Service No: 19948  

He was a resident & enlisted Southend-on-Sea. He was killed in 

Action. He originally joined the 1
st
 Essex in Egypt following their evacuation from Gallipoli 

at the end of that year. They subsequently were transferred to France. 

The Battle of Le Transloy, 1916  

The village of Gueudecourt lies five kilometres directly south of Bapaume. Here, on 

r 12, 1916, the �ewfoundland Regiment made its heroic assault during the Battle of 

Le Transloy, one of the major battles of the Somme. Arriving from the north where it had 

spent 10 weeks in the Ypres Salient, the 88th Brigade, in which the �ewfoundland Reg

was serving, was temporarily attached to the British 12th Division, which was holding 

Gueudecourt. By nightfall on October 10, the �ewfoundlanders were manning a 450

section of the firing line on the northern outskirts of the village. The attack went in at 2:05 in 

the afternoon of the 12th, all four �ewfoundland companies advancing in line with the 1st 

Essex Battalion on their left. So closely did the men keep up to the curtain of their artillery 

barrage that several became casualties from the shrapnel of their own supporting guns. In 

the front German trenches the defenders, compelled by the shelling to remain under cover, 

were quickly engaged in hand-to-hand fighting. By 2:30 p.m. both assaulting battalions of the 

88th Brigade had secured their initial objective—Hilt Trench in the German front line.

As the �ewfoundlanders advanced to their final objective, some 750 metres from their 

gun fire coming from the front and the right flank forced them 

their left, a sharp German counter-attack drove the Essex Battalion 

back to the outskirts of Gueudecourt, leaving the �ewfoundlanders with an open flank. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Near West end. Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT 

in the 1st 

Sea. He was killed in 

Essex in Egypt following their evacuation from Gallipoli 

The village of Gueudecourt lies five kilometres directly south of Bapaume. Here, on 

r 12, 1916, the �ewfoundland Regiment made its heroic assault during the Battle of 

Le Transloy, one of the major battles of the Somme. Arriving from the north where it had 

spent 10 weeks in the Ypres Salient, the 88th Brigade, in which the �ewfoundland Regiment 

was serving, was temporarily attached to the British 12th Division, which was holding 

Gueudecourt. By nightfall on October 10, the �ewfoundlanders were manning a 450-metre 

k went in at 2:05 in 

the afternoon of the 12th, all four �ewfoundland companies advancing in line with the 1st 

Essex Battalion on their left. So closely did the men keep up to the curtain of their artillery 

hrapnel of their own supporting guns. In 

the front German trenches the defenders, compelled by the shelling to remain under cover, 

hand fighting. By 2:30 p.m. both assaulting battalions of the 

Hilt Trench in the German front line. 

As the �ewfoundlanders advanced to their final objective, some 750 metres from their 

gun fire coming from the front and the right flank forced them 

attack drove the Essex Battalion 

back to the outskirts of Gueudecourt, leaving the �ewfoundlanders with an open flank. 



 

 

�ewfoundland bombing parties cleared and secured the vacated portion of Hilt Trench and 

with the Battalion's line suddenly doubled in length, all ranks began digging in the hard 

chalk to construct a new firing step and parapet and generally reverse the former German 

position. 

In the late afternoon the expected counter

the �ewfoundlanders' rifles and Lewis guns drove off the enemy with costly losses. The 

position was held against further assaults and during the night, the arrival of a relieving 

battalion of the 8th Brigade enabled the weary defenders to hand over t

and go into reserve. 

During the 55 hours that had elapsed since they had entered the trenches on October 

10, the �ewfoundland Regiment had suffered 239 casualties

would die of wounds. But the Regiment ha

Fourth Army's front to capture and retain an objective. "The success," wrote the Brigade 

Commander later, "was all the more gratifying as it was the only real success recorded on 

that day." reference http://www.vac

 Herbert earned the 1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. THIEPVAL 

MEMORIAL 
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�ewfoundland bombing parties cleared and secured the vacated portion of Hilt Trench and 

alion's line suddenly doubled in length, all ranks began digging in the hard 

chalk to construct a new firing step and parapet and generally reverse the former German 

In the late afternoon the expected counter-attack developed, but determined fire

the �ewfoundlanders' rifles and Lewis guns drove off the enemy with costly losses. The 

position was held against further assaults and during the night, the arrival of a relieving 

battalion of the 8th Brigade enabled the weary defenders to hand over their responsibilities 

During the 55 hours that had elapsed since they had entered the trenches on October 

10, the �ewfoundland Regiment had suffered 239 casualties—of whom 120 had been killed or 

would die of wounds. But the Regiment had been one of the few units on the whole of the 

Fourth Army's front to capture and retain an objective. "The success," wrote the Brigade 

Commander later, "was all the more gratifying as it was the only real success recorded on 

http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/general/  

   

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. THIEPVAL 

 

�ewfoundland bombing parties cleared and secured the vacated portion of Hilt Trench and 

alion's line suddenly doubled in length, all ranks began digging in the hard 

chalk to construct a new firing step and parapet and generally reverse the former German 

attack developed, but determined fire from 

the �ewfoundlanders' rifles and Lewis guns drove off the enemy with costly losses. The 

position was held against further assaults and during the night, the arrival of a relieving 

heir responsibilities 

During the 55 hours that had elapsed since they had entered the trenches on October 

of whom 120 had been killed or 

d been one of the few units on the whole of the 

Fourth Army's front to capture and retain an objective. "The success," wrote the Brigade 

Commander later, "was all the more gratifying as it was the only real success recorded on 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  
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CO#WAY, Alfred. He was a

Battalion.  18th Brigade, 6th Division. He died of wounds on the 14/10/1916

40052  

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K3. 

time the Battalion  was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 27th October 1915 the 

Battalion was transferred with the Brigade to 6th Division. The 11th Essex's

France had been severely delayed by shortages of materials

The 6th Division was involved in the Battle of Flers

1916. The Battle of Morval - 25th 

18th October 1916. It is believed that Alfred was wounded in this last action

from his wounds. 

He was a resident of Rowhedge and enlisted in Colchester. He served in France & 

Flanders.  

Alfred was entitled to the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal. The Victory 

Medal returned to the authorities 04/10/1923. 

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: I. L. 32.

CEMETERY, MEAULTE 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He was a Private with the Essex Regiment serving in the 11th 

18th Brigade, 6th Division. He died of wounds on the 14/10/1916

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K3. 

was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 27th October 1915 the 

Battalion was transferred with the Brigade to 6th Division. The 11th Essex's

France had been severely delayed by shortages of materials 

6th Division was involved in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette - 15th - 22nd September 

25th - 28th September 1916 and the Battle of Le Transloy 

18th October 1916. It is believed that Alfred was wounded in this last action

He was a resident of Rowhedge and enlisted in Colchester. He served in France & 

 

Alfred was entitled to the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal. The Victory 

Medal returned to the authorities 04/10/1923. No next of kin given on his record.

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: I. L. 32. GROVE TOWN 

with the Essex Regiment serving in the 11th 

18th Brigade, 6th Division. He died of wounds on the 14/10/1916 Service No: 

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K3. At that 

was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 27th October 1915 the 

Battalion was transferred with the Brigade to 6th Division. The 11th Essex's deployment in 

22nd September 

28th September 1916 and the Battle of Le Transloy - 1st - 

18th October 1916. It is believed that Alfred was wounded in this last action and succumbed 

He was a resident of Rowhedge and enlisted in Colchester. He served in France & 

Alfred was entitled to the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal. The Victory 

No next of kin given on his record. 

 

GROVE TOWN 



 

 

HOWARD, Charles Clifford.

Battery. 4th Brigade: Age: 28 

The RHA was responsible for light, mobile guns that provided firepower in support of 

the cavalry. It is the senior arm of the artillery. In 1914 the establishment was one battery to 

each Brigade of Cavalry. A battery had si

and 200 men. The battery had in addition 228 horses. The original BEF included only one 

Division of Cavalry, of 4 Brigades, and thus it had four batteries RHA, which were organised 

into two Brigades. Originally " G" Battery RHA was based at Ipswich." G" moved to 3rd 

Cavalry Division in �ovember 1914. The Division took part in most of the major actions 

where cavalry were used as a mounted mobile force, and also many where the troops were 

dismounted and effectively served as infantry. However, at the time of his death his brigade 

was not involved as cavalry. 

He was born in Colchester and the son of Joseph and the late Elizabeth Howard.  He 

was a native of Elmstead, Colchester. He enlisted at Colchester. The 1901

Charles Howard aged 8 born & living in Colchester.

He was awarded the 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: VIII. C.4A. ETAPLES MILITARY 

CEMETERY: Other Memorials: Saint Lawrence Memo

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Charles Clifford.  He served as a Driver in the Royal Horse Artillery "G" 

     Date of Death: 23/10/1916 Service No: 56811

The RHA was responsible for light, mobile guns that provided firepower in support of 

the cavalry. It is the senior arm of the artillery. In 1914 the establishment was one battery to 

each Brigade of Cavalry. A battery had six 13-pounder field guns, and included 5 officers 

and 200 men. The battery had in addition 228 horses. The original BEF included only one 

Division of Cavalry, of 4 Brigades, and thus it had four batteries RHA, which were organised 

lly " G" Battery RHA was based at Ipswich." G" moved to 3rd 

Cavalry Division in �ovember 1914. The Division took part in most of the major actions 

where cavalry were used as a mounted mobile force, and also many where the troops were 

vely served as infantry. However, at the time of his death his brigade 

He was born in Colchester and the son of Joseph and the late Elizabeth Howard.  He 

was a native of Elmstead, Colchester. He enlisted at Colchester. The 1901 Census has 

Charles Howard aged 8 born & living in Colchester. 

 

He was awarded the 1914-20 War Medal & the 1914-19 Victory Medal

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: VIII. C.4A. ETAPLES MILITARY 

CEMETERY: Other Memorials: Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque Rowhedge

He served as a Driver in the Royal Horse Artillery "G" 

th: 23/10/1916 Service No: 56811 

The RHA was responsible for light, mobile guns that provided firepower in support of 

the cavalry. It is the senior arm of the artillery. In 1914 the establishment was one battery to 

pounder field guns, and included 5 officers 

and 200 men. The battery had in addition 228 horses. The original BEF included only one 

Division of Cavalry, of 4 Brigades, and thus it had four batteries RHA, which were organised 

lly " G" Battery RHA was based at Ipswich." G" moved to 3rd 

Cavalry Division in �ovember 1914. The Division took part in most of the major actions 

where cavalry were used as a mounted mobile force, and also many where the troops were 

vely served as infantry. However, at the time of his death his brigade 

He was born in Colchester and the son of Joseph and the late Elizabeth Howard.  He 

Census has 

19 Victory Medal 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: VIII. C.4A. ETAPLES MILITARY 

rial Plaque Rowhedge 
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GREE#, Daniel Abbott. He served as a Second Lieutenant in the King's (Liverpool 

Regiment) 3rd Battalion attached1st Battalion. Second Division  He was aged 21. He was 

killed in action on the 13/11/1916.  

 

His medal card shows he first enlisted in the 19th Royal Fusiliers with number 408 as 

a Private. The19th (Service) Battalion (2nd Public Schools) was formed at Epsom, 11 

September 1914, by the Public Schools and University Men's Force.  On the 26 June 1915 it 

was attached to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division.  The Division began to assemble at Clipstone 

Camp in Nottinghamshire on 1 July 1915, and moved to the Bulford area on 3 August 1915. 

It moved to France in November 1915 27 February 1916 it was transferred to GHQ & was 

disbanded on 24 April 1916, with many of the men being commissioned including Daniel. 

  Following his commission he is shown in the Liverpool Regiment as a Second 

Lieutenant. 1st Battalion of the Liverpool Regiment at the outbreak of war in August 1914 

was in Aldershot as part of 6th Brigade, 2nd Division. . Thus Daniel was drafted into replace 

those lost in the heavy fighting. The date of his transfer was the 14 November 1915. The 1st 

Battalion with the 2nd Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 2nd 

Division remained on the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major 

actions. His death coincides with The Battle of the Ancre - 13th - 18th November 1916. .  He 

was killed leading his men on a night raid near Beaumont Hamel. His body was never found.  

He was the son of Daniel Abbott Green and Anna Maria Green, of East Donyland 

Hall, Colchester.. The Green family took over as tenants of Fingringhoe Hall in 1815. By 

1900 they were farming a large area of land between Layer Road and Fingringhoe Road but 

much of this land was commandeered by the War Office for WW1. Two very costly High 

Court cases against the War Office were unsuccessful. In 1915 Fingringhoe Hall and the 

adjacent land was sold to others & the family moved to East Donyland Hall where the family 

lived until the death of Mr Abbott Green senior in 1943. 

 Thus Daniel's name appears on both St. Lawrence's & St Andrew's Memorial 

Plaques. His father was a breeder of the Suffolk Punch horses. His father also had a renowned 

herd of shorthorn cattle, which won many prizes at the Royal Show & Essex Show. Daniel 

was educated at King Edward's School, Bury St. Edmunds, where he was captain of soccer 

and hockey. Tall, athletic & fair-haired, he was a keen shot; his greatest love was farming. At 



 

 

school he had hated the Officer Training Corps and would never have chosen an Army 

career. Nevertheless he volunteered in August 1914.

He is centre of the front row in the 1912 Hockey Team &

row of the Soccer Team of 1911 above. 

Daniel was awarded the 1914 -1915 Star, the 1914

His brother, Geoffrey was a Lieutenant in the Lancashire Fusiliers. He was born in 

Fingringhoe hall and was known locally as "Buller". He was educated at St Edward's Bury St. 

Edmunds. He joined the Lancashire Fusiliers as soon as he could but was not allowed to go to 

France until he was 17 in 1916. He remained in France until the War ended and

wounded. During the Second World War he commanded a very secret section of the Home 

Guard (Auxiliary 203) given the task of carrying out assassinations & sabotage in the event 

Germany had invaded. 

Pictures of “Buller" taken during WW1 & in mi

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

school he had hated the Officer Training Corps and would never have chosen an Army 

career. Nevertheless he volunteered in August 1914.  

He is centre of the front row in the 1912 Hockey Team & extreme right in the front 

row of the Soccer Team of 1911 above.  

   
1915 Star, the 1914- 1920 War Medal, the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

His brother, Geoffrey was a Lieutenant in the Lancashire Fusiliers. He was born in 

nghoe hall and was known locally as "Buller". He was educated at St Edward's Bury St. 

Edmunds. He joined the Lancashire Fusiliers as soon as he could but was not allowed to go to 

France until he was 17 in 1916. He remained in France until the War ended and

wounded. During the Second World War he commanded a very secret section of the Home 

Guard (Auxiliary 203) given the task of carrying out assassinations & sabotage in the event 

 

Pictures of “Buller" taken during WW1 & in middle age.

school he had hated the Officer Training Corps and would never have chosen an Army 

 

extreme right in the front 

1919 Victory Medal 

His brother, Geoffrey was a Lieutenant in the Lancashire Fusiliers. He was born in 

nghoe hall and was known locally as "Buller". He was educated at St Edward's Bury St. 

Edmunds. He joined the Lancashire Fusiliers as soon as he could but was not allowed to go to 

France until he was 17 in 1916. He remained in France until the War ended and was twice 

wounded. During the Second World War he commanded a very secret section of the Home 

Guard (Auxiliary 203) given the task of carrying out assassinations & sabotage in the event 

 

ddle age.  
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The family pictured at a wedding 8th October 1942 of Awdry. L to R back row: - 

Buller, Awdry, Sybil. Front row L to R: - Beryl, Anna Maria (the mother of them 

all), Margaret, Mary. The picture on the right is Margaret in World War 2. 

His sisters also served their Country: - Beryl, born 1893, served as a VAD nurse. 

Sibyl, born 1894, volunteered to work in a munitions factory in the Midlands filling shell 

cases. Later she worked for the Red Cross as a VAD nurse. Mary, born 1896, like Sibyl, 

volunteered to work in a munitions factory in the Midlands filling shell cases. She also 

worked for the Red Cross as a VAD nurse later in the war at Larkhill Military Hospital.  

In the Second World War Awdry born 1907 became farm manager for a large farm at 

Cockfield, Suffolk & also acted as a King's Messenger taking secret messages by army truck  

served as a nurse throughout the war. 

 

Daniel is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier 

and Face 1 D 8 B and 8 C: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL. 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

WILCOCK, Henry Blamires.  Lieutenant Essex Regiment in the 3rd Battalion but he was 

attached to the 13th Battalion. Age: 20 Killed in action: 13/11/1916 

He was the son of the Rev. W. H. Wilcock, and Mary Ellen Wilcock, of The Rectory, 

Tolleshunt Knights, Essex.  

The 3rd (Reserve) Battalion in August 1914 was in Warley. The battalion remained in 
the UK throughout the war. Henry would have been assigned to this unit to complete his 

training. Thereafter he joined the 13th (Service) Battalion (West Ham), which had been 

assigned on the 22 December 1915 to the 6th Brigade, 2nd Division. At the time of his death, 

his unit was involved in the final phase of the Battle of the Somme. Final effort to capture 

ground west of the Ancre (Battle of The Ancre) before winter makes operations impossible - 

opens on 13 �ovember 1916. He was initially posted as "Missing" . The following are the 

details of the action on the day he fell:- 

"Mon., 'ov 13, 1916: Day of the Attack. At 2.30 am each man received a cup of hot 

cocoa. At 3.0 am the WAVES moved into position in open country. At 4.15 am all WAVES 

and clearing up parties were in position. Orders were given that they should be in position by 

4 am but on account of the waves not being in touch with the Battalion on my LEFT, 

everyone had to be moved. The men lay quiet till the barrage commenced at 5.45 am. Then 

the whole of the waves moved forward followed by the 1st KI�GS. Immediately the barrage 

lifted, they assaulted the FIRST LI�E. After that I lost touch with them and got no 

information back. At 8 am I sent 2nd Lieut. LOWI�GS & 2nd Lieut. SHERMA� with two men 

each to gather what information they could. They reported that the RIGHT could not be seen 

but that on the LEFT the men were about the GERMA� FRO�T LI�E WIRE, and that a 

party of about 50 were lined up behind a small bank, 100 yards in front of our wire and were 

under very heavy Machine Gun & Rifle fire, and it was impossible for them to advance. I 

gave orders for this party to consolidate the position they held and to await instructions. 

Reference my X2 of the 13th. A Second Officer’s patrol was sent out and brought back the 

same report as the first. I had previously given orders that if it was possible, the Machine 

Guns in the QUADRILTATERAL should be rushed, but on the officer’s report on the 

condition of the ground, I decided that it was an impossibility. I came to this decision at 

about 8.45 am. Up to this time I had received no information from my front whatever.  

At 3 pm. 2nd Lieut. PATERSO� (Signalling Officer) who had gone to find 

accommodation for the new HQ’s) returned from the GREE� LI�E (the objective), and 

reported as follows:- He and 2/Lieut. HO�E of this Regiment, with a party of ESSEX and 

KI�GS, numbering about 50, had gone through to the GREE� LI�E with the OXFORD and 

BUCKS and 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS. They found nobody [inserted: no British troops] on 

their left and on making reconnaissance, they found a party of GERMA�S on their LEFT and 

we they immediately made a blockade and strong point with 3 Lewis Guns. 2/Lieut. 

PATERSO� was [inserted: subsequently] interviewed by the Brigadier General Commanding 

6th Infantry Brigade.  



 

 

At 4.30 pm I was informed that the 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS were coming up to form 

a defensive line facing �ORTH, South of the QUADRILATERAL and asking me to give them 

every assistance. I decided to run out a trench from BUSTER to the small sap in GERMA� 

FRO�T LI�E, 200 yards SOUTH of the QUADRILATERAL. This was reconnoitred. During 

the reconnaissance it was found that CAT TU��EL could be used with great advantage, and 

I asked permission from the Brigade to allow me to use it. Consent was given (Later the same 

night the R.E. Officer in charge informed that this tunnel could not be used by us wi

express instructions from the Division) 

About 6 pm I was informed that the construction of the trench was handed over to 

O.C. 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS who decided to nullify my proposed scheme and cut it from 

EGG STREET to the QUADRILATERAL. This was st

a certain amount of progress was made. (The next night the R.E. Officer who came up to 

continue the work came and saw me and said that owing to the state of the ground, to 

continue the trench in that direction was us

right to join up with the two craters about S of the QUADRILATERAL. This was done and the 

trench completed. At 9 am I received intimation that O.C. 1st KI�GS took over command of 

the RIGHT SUB-SECTIO�." ref

Henry earned the 1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. E. 36.SERRE ROAD CEMETERY No.2
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At 4.30 pm I was informed that the 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS were coming up to form 

nsive line facing �ORTH, South of the QUADRILATERAL and asking me to give them 

every assistance. I decided to run out a trench from BUSTER to the small sap in GERMA� 

FRO�T LI�E, 200 yards SOUTH of the QUADRILATERAL. This was reconnoitred. During 

aissance it was found that CAT TU��EL could be used with great advantage, and 

I asked permission from the Brigade to allow me to use it. Consent was given (Later the same 

night the R.E. Officer in charge informed that this tunnel could not be used by us wi

express instructions from the Division)  

About 6 pm I was informed that the construction of the trench was handed over to 

O.C. 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS who decided to nullify my proposed scheme and cut it from 

EGG STREET to the QUADRILATERAL. This was started by the R.E. and 10th D.C.L.I. and 

a certain amount of progress was made. (The next night the R.E. Officer who came up to 

continue the work came and saw me and said that owing to the state of the ground, to 

continue the trench in that direction was useless and I decided that it should be turned half 

right to join up with the two craters about S of the QUADRILATERAL. This was done and the 

trench completed. At 9 am I received intimation that O.C. 1st KI�GS took over command of 

reference War Diary 13th Essex Regt – �ovember 1916”

   

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. E. 36.SERRE ROAD CEMETERY No.2

At 4.30 pm I was informed that the 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS were coming up to form 

nsive line facing �ORTH, South of the QUADRILATERAL and asking me to give them 

every assistance. I decided to run out a trench from BUSTER to the small sap in GERMA� 

FRO�T LI�E, 200 yards SOUTH of the QUADRILATERAL. This was reconnoitred. During 

aissance it was found that CAT TU��EL could be used with great advantage, and 

I asked permission from the Brigade to allow me to use it. Consent was given (Later the same 

night the R.E. Officer in charge informed that this tunnel could not be used by us without 

About 6 pm I was informed that the construction of the trench was handed over to 

O.C. 22nd ROYAL FUSILIERS who decided to nullify my proposed scheme and cut it from 

arted by the R.E. and 10th D.C.L.I. and 

a certain amount of progress was made. (The next night the R.E. Officer who came up to 

continue the work came and saw me and said that owing to the state of the ground, to 

eless and I decided that it should be turned half 

right to join up with the two craters about S of the QUADRILATERAL. This was done and the 

trench completed. At 9 am I received intimation that O.C. 1st KI�GS took over command of 

�ovember 1916” 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  
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APPLETO#, James.  Lance Corporal

Formerly 54231 Royal Garrison Artillery..Killed in action: 23/11/1916 Service No: 20374 

He was born in Salcott, enlisted at Colchester and was a resident of Salcott. He had 

previously served in the Royal Garrison Artillery with Service Number 54321. He served in 

France & Flanders & was killed in action. It is probable that he was drafted into the 1st 

Battalion the Essex Regiment when they returned from Gallipoli.

the 29th Division landed at Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front. The Division and 

his Battalion played a major role in the Battle of the Somme that started on the 1st July and 

petered out in the �ovember mud. He was killed in the final effort to captur

the Ancre (Battle of The Ancre) before winter made operations impossible 

opened on 13 �ovember. According to the British official history of the battle, total Allied 

casualties amounted to almost 630,000 and German around 660

reported by the Adjutant General were 419,654 of whom some 5% were missing at roll call 

but may have subsequently reported.

James was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 

earned the 1914-1915 Star.  

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott and the   

Commonwealth War Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. Memorial: THIEPVAL 

MEMORIAL 
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Lance Corporal Essex Regiment: 1st Battalion. 29th Division 

Formerly 54231 Royal Garrison Artillery..Killed in action: 23/11/1916 Service No: 20374 

He was born in Salcott, enlisted at Colchester and was a resident of Salcott. He had 

n the Royal Garrison Artillery with Service Number 54321. He served in 

France & Flanders & was killed in action. It is probable that he was drafted into the 1st 

Battalion the Essex Regiment when they returned from Gallipoli.  On the 29th March 1916, 

th Division landed at Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front. The Division and 

his Battalion played a major role in the Battle of the Somme that started on the 1st July and 

petered out in the �ovember mud. He was killed in the final effort to captur

the Ancre (Battle of The Ancre) before winter made operations impossible -

opened on 13 �ovember. According to the British official history of the battle, total Allied 

casualties amounted to almost 630,000 and German around 660,000. British casualties 

reported by the Adjutant General were 419,654 of whom some 5% were missing at roll call 

but may have subsequently reported. 

 

James was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 

 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott and the   

Commonwealth War Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. Memorial: THIEPVAL 

Essex Regiment: 1st Battalion. 29th Division 

Formerly 54231 Royal Garrison Artillery..Killed in action: 23/11/1916 Service No: 20374  

He was born in Salcott, enlisted at Colchester and was a resident of Salcott. He had 

n the Royal Garrison Artillery with Service Number 54321. He served in 

France & Flanders & was killed in action. It is probable that he was drafted into the 1st 

On the 29th March 1916, 
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petered out in the �ovember mud. He was killed in the final effort to capture ground west of 
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James was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 
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Commonwealth War Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. Memorial: THIEPVAL 



 

 

GREE#LEAF, Clifford Abraham 

West Kent Regiment) 72nd Brigade, 24th DIVISION 

November 1916. Aged 19 

Clifford was one of four sons of Philip and Ann Greenleaf. Philip was a farm worker 

living at Langenhoe Lodge. He subsequently moved post war to Ham Farm Fin

Three of the sons, Clifford, Bert and Arthur joined up and served in World War 1. The fourth 

son, Edward was in a reserved occupation working at the Gas Works. In 1901 his 

grandparents are listed as John 64 and Sarah 63, John having been born in 

Sarah was born in Abberton. Clifford also had sisters all born in Langenhoe. Their ages in 

1901 are Harriet 13, Hilda 1,  and Lily 8. There is also a Jesse 19 listed. His father Philip was 

a stockman and both Jesse and Arthur were working 

These are left to right Clifford's brothers Arthur, Edward & Albert with their wives. 

His mother & father are in the front.

Clifford enlisted at Colchester and was to die in Flanders.

Battalion of The Royal West Kent Regiment. This was one of four New Army Battalions 

raised by the Queen's Own Royal West Kents and was formed on 8th September 1914 at 

Shoreham in Kent, as a Unit of the 72nd Brigade in the 24th Division.

The Battalion remained i

Worthing. It had moved to Worthing in �ovember 1914 and stayed until the end of March 

1915. They then returned to Shoreham by Sea for a further two months. The 24th Division 

then concentrated at Aldersho

August 1915. 

At this time, preparations were being made for the coming offensive by the 1st Army 

at Loos. The 24th Division was allocated to 11 Corps, which was to constitute the reserve for 
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GREE#LEAF, Clifford Abraham Private G/6523 8th Battalion  QUEEN' S OWN (Royal 

Kent Regiment) 72nd Brigade, 24th DIVISION    Killed in action Sunday, 26th 

Clifford was one of four sons of Philip and Ann Greenleaf. Philip was a farm worker 

living at Langenhoe Lodge. He subsequently moved post war to Ham Farm Fin

Three of the sons, Clifford, Bert and Arthur joined up and served in World War 1. The fourth 

son, Edward was in a reserved occupation working at the Gas Works. In 1901 his 

grandparents are listed as John 64 and Sarah 63, John having been born in Langenhoe, while 

Sarah was born in Abberton. Clifford also had sisters all born in Langenhoe. Their ages in 

and Lily 8. There is also a Jesse 19 listed. His father Philip was 

a stockman and both Jesse and Arthur were working on the farm at the turn of the Century.

These are left to right Clifford's brothers Arthur, Edward & Albert with their wives. 

His mother & father are in the front.  

Clifford enlisted at Colchester and was to die in Flanders. Clifford joined the 8th 

lion of The Royal West Kent Regiment. This was one of four New Army Battalions 

raised by the Queen's Own Royal West Kents and was formed on 8th September 1914 at 

Shoreham in Kent, as a Unit of the 72nd Brigade in the 24th Division. 

The Battalion remained in England training at Shoreham by Sea, Blackdown and 

Worthing. It had moved to Worthing in �ovember 1914 and stayed until the end of March 

1915. They then returned to Shoreham by Sea for a further two months. The 24th Division 

then concentrated at Aldershot, at the end of June prior to transferring to France on 29th 

At this time, preparations were being made for the coming offensive by the 1st Army 

at Loos. The 24th Division was allocated to 11 Corps, which was to constitute the reserve for 
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the attack. The Division and the 8th Royal West Kents, were therefore to be put straight into 

battle without any acclimatisation period. 

The battle lasted from 25th September to 8th October with 8th RWK taking part from the 

beginning and suffering severe casualties. Of the 24 officers and 800 men, who had gone into 

action, one officer and 250 men remained effective. A terrible baptism of fire. Clifford himself 

arrived in France on the 1st October during this battle.  

 

One of the outstanding incidents of heroism in the early days of the Somme advance 

was the stand made by a handful of Royal West Kents, almost surrounded by an 

overwhelming number of the enemy, in Trones Wood. (c) unknown 

Following the battle, the Battalion were rapidly brought up to strength again and 

hurried off to the trenches south east of Ypres. Here again they had a bad time with many 

casualties. However, from the end of �ovember to January 1916, they had a welcome and 

much needed rest near St. Omer. This was followed by a further three months in the Ypres 

salient. In March, they transferred to the Wulverghem sector, where they stayed for a further 

three months. 

By the middle of July the 8th RWK was on its way south, bound for the Somme. They 

went into trenches east of Trones Wood and facing Guillemont. Here on 11th August they 

were subjected to strong attacks by the Germans. By 5th September, when the Battalion was 

relieved and taken back to a village near Abbeyville to rest, the 8th RWK had over 300 

casualties including 2 officers and 91 other ranks killed. 

Following its rest the Battalion was transferred to the 1st Army around Vimy Ridge 

and on 25th October 1916 it re-entered the line near Hulluch. Its front line was just west of 

the Lens to La Basse road. The 8th RWK spent nearly four months on this sector on the basis 

of six days in the line, usually followed by six in support and then six in reserve. 

The Regimental History says that "casualties were kept astonishingly low" but it must 

have been in this period that Clifford was killed. 

He died during the closing stages of the Battle of the Somme, which commenced on 

July 1st 1916 and had raged all autumn to peter out in the atrocious weather in mid 



 

 

November 1916. Overall the BEF had captured an area 6 miles deep by 20 miles wide in 5 

months. Britain and the Dominions lost 419,654 casualties, the French 204,253 and the 

Germans between 450,000 and 680,000. 

Clifford was awarded the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned 

the 1914-1915 Star effective 1st October 1915.

 He is commemorated at PHILOSOPHE BRITISH CEMETERY, MAZINGARBE, Pas de 

Calais: Grave reference II.D.5.

at Saint Stephens in Colchester.

A number of those dying in this period have their 

BUCK, Clifford (chapter 1)  

FRA#CIS, Frederick Robert (chapter 4)

BATTE# Thomas  Bossence (chapter 5) 

PAR#ELL Harold  (chapter 5)

I#GATE Joseph (Chapter 1)

LEWIS Louis C. (Chapter 1)

SHELDRICK, George William & his brother William Charles (Chapter 4)       

SPRI#GETT Ernest (Chapter 4)
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Britain and the Dominions lost 419,654 casualties, the French 204,253 and the 

Germans between 450,000 and 680,000.  

 

the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned 

1915 Star effective 1st October 1915. 

PHILOSOPHE BRITISH CEMETERY, MAZINGARBE, Pas de 

Calais: Grave reference II.D.5. He is also listed on the Memorial at Colchester Town Hall and 

at Saint Stephens in Colchester. 

A number of those dying in this period have their stories told in other sections including :
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FRA#CIS, Frederick Robert (chapter 4)  WALTERS, Thomas G., (chapter 4)

BATTE# Thomas  Bossence (chapter 5)   CHESHIRE, William (chapter 5) 

old  (chapter 5)   WADE DCM, Adolphus.  (chapter 13)
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LEWIS Louis C. (Chapter 1)   ROSE  Sidney (Chapter 1)

George William & his brother William Charles (Chapter 4)       
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1917 

By now the manpower position had become desperate. Conscripts were serving in the 

Front Line. Men who had been wounded on several occasions, on recovery were being sent 

back to the Front. The ranks of the Infantry were being 

Service battalions. 

ROYAL #AVY 

HEATH,, William Turner. Chief Petty Officer Royal Navy H.M.S. "Eagle." Date of Death: 

20/01/1917 aged 48 years Service No: PO/133648

He was the son of William Heath, mariner, boat builder, coal merchant & licensed 

victualler of East Donyland & Wivenhoe. His mother was Susannah Ann (nee Turner). He 

was baptised 20 March 1870 at East Donyland. He died at Liverpool, Lancashire & buried on 

the 17th January at East Donyland. He was killed accidentally during the course of his duties 

as a gunnery instructor, according to the Essex County Telegraph of the 27 January 1917. His 

brothers and sister attended the funeral. His cousin

Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve on

to William, on the 18th January 1917

Tradition has it that the first enrolment into the Mersey division of the RNVR took place on 

board the then HMS Eagle in King’s Dock on New Year’s Day in 1904. The target of 300 

men was very soon reached and by the close of 1904 the Division had almost reached its full 

strength – 700 officers and men.

 

The then R�VR drilled at first ashore but in 1911 they moved on
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CHAPTER 11  

By now the manpower position had become desperate. Conscripts were serving in the 

Front Line. Men who had been wounded on several occasions, on recovery were being sent 

back to the Front. The ranks of the Infantry were being filled with those previously in the 

 

Chief Petty Officer Royal Navy H.M.S. "Eagle." Date of Death: 

20/01/1917 aged 48 years Service No: PO/133648    Additional information: (RFR/A/2726).

son of William Heath, mariner, boat builder, coal merchant & licensed 

victualler of East Donyland & Wivenhoe. His mother was Susannah Ann (nee Turner). He 

was baptised 20 March 1870 at East Donyland. He died at Liverpool, Lancashire & buried on 

nuary at East Donyland. He was killed accidentally during the course of his duties 

as a gunnery instructor, according to the Essex County Telegraph of the 27 January 1917. His 

brothers and sister attended the funeral. His cousin  Fred from Wivenhoe, servin

Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve on H.M.S. "Carol.", and aged 42, was killed just prior 

to William, on the 18th January 1917 

Tradition has it that the first enrolment into the Mersey division of the RNVR took place on 

Eagle in King’s Dock on New Year’s Day in 1904. The target of 300 

men was very soon reached and by the close of 1904 the Division had almost reached its full 

700 officers and men. 

The then R�VR drilled at first ashore but in 1911 they moved on-board the wooden 

By now the manpower position had become desperate. Conscripts were serving in the 

Front Line. Men who had been wounded on several occasions, on recovery were being sent 

filled with those previously in the 

Chief Petty Officer Royal Navy H.M.S. "Eagle." Date of Death: 

Additional information: (RFR/A/2726). 

son of William Heath, mariner, boat builder, coal merchant & licensed 

victualler of East Donyland & Wivenhoe. His mother was Susannah Ann (nee Turner). He 

was baptised 20 March 1870 at East Donyland. He died at Liverpool, Lancashire & buried on 

nuary at East Donyland. He was killed accidentally during the course of his duties 

as a gunnery instructor, according to the Essex County Telegraph of the 27 January 1917. His 

Fred from Wivenhoe, serving as a  Sub-

and aged 42, was killed just prior 

 

Tradition has it that the first enrolment into the Mersey division of the RNVR took place on 

Eagle in King’s Dock on New Year’s Day in 1904. The target of 300 

men was very soon reached and by the close of 1904 the Division had almost reached its full 

board the wooden 



 

 

walled  HMS Eagle a 3rd rate ship of the line built in 1804. Upon general mobilisation in 

1914 most of the Division, instead of going to sea with the Fleet, were drafted to the Royal 

�aval Division where they fought alongside the Army at A

on the Western Front. Towards the close of the Great War the R� required the name Eagle 

for one of their first aircraft carriers, so in 1918 the Eagle became Eaglet. In 1927 the old 

Eaglet was sold for breaking, having been 

Sloop renamed HMS Eaglet. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: East of gate EAST DONYLAND 

CEMETERY    OTHER MEMORIAL

CARTER, Sydney James Royal Navy (discharged for health reasons) aged 32, 

346797 Died January 1917 and buried on the 31st January

He was the second son of the late

Edward's  yacht  Britannia. Sydney had been serving as

the UK from America. It is not clear from his obituary in the Essex County Telegraph of the 

6th February 1917, whether he had been serving with the Royal Navy. There is

James Carter born in Colchester 27 April 

188/526). He had contracted Lung problems and on medical advice had become an in

at the Millbrook Isolation Hospital. Subsequently, from further complications he had a 

relapse and succumbed to heart failure. S

Cemetery. He left a widow at their home at 87 Clovelly Road, Southampton.

The 

The Millbrook Isolation Hospital where Sydney spent his last few days was a former 

sailing ship the City of Adelaide

for the Plymouth - Australian run. Following a cholera outbreak in Southampton, she had 
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a 3rd rate ship of the line built in 1804. Upon general mobilisation in 

1914 most of the Division, instead of going to sea with the Fleet, were drafted to the Royal 

�aval Division where they fought alongside the Army at Antwerp, Gallipoli and from 1916 

on the Western Front. Towards the close of the Great War the R� required the name Eagle 

for one of their first aircraft carriers, so in 1918 the Eagle became Eaglet. In 1927 the old 

Eaglet was sold for breaking, having been replaced by the former HMS Sir Bevis

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: East of gate EAST DONYLAND 

OTHER MEMORIAL     Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque

 

Royal Navy (discharged for health reasons) aged 32, 

346797 Died January 1917 and buried on the 31st January 

He was the second son of the late John Carter, former skipper of H. M. the late King 

. Sydney had been serving as a seaman & had recently returned to 

the UK from America. It is not clear from his obituary in the Essex County Telegraph of the 

6th February 1917, whether he had been serving with the Royal Navy. There is

James Carter born in Colchester 27 April 1884 shown in Royal Naval records (ADM 

188/526). He had contracted Lung problems and on medical advice had become an in

the Millbrook Isolation Hospital. Subsequently, from further complications he had a 

relapse and succumbed to heart failure. Sydney was buried at the "Old" Southampton 

Cemetery. He left a widow at their home at 87 Clovelly Road, Southampton.

 

The City of Adelaide moored alongside. 

The Millbrook Isolation Hospital where Sydney spent his last few days was a former 

City of Adelaide.  She had been built in 1864 as a passenger & cargo vessel 

Australian run. Following a cholera outbreak in Southampton, she had 

a 3rd rate ship of the line built in 1804. Upon general mobilisation in 

1914 most of the Division, instead of going to sea with the Fleet, were drafted to the Royal 

ntwerp, Gallipoli and from 1916 

on the Western Front. Towards the close of the Great War the R� required the name Eagle 

for one of their first aircraft carriers, so in 1918 the Eagle became Eaglet. In 1927 the old 

HMS Sir Bevis, a 24 class 
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Australian run. Following a cholera outbreak in Southampton, she had 



 

 

been purchased in 1893 for £1,750 by the Corporation of the City of Southampton, who had 

her converted to an isolation hospital with the ‘between” deck adapted into three wards, 

mooring in the River Test off Millbrook. Here she was able to take inbound passengers or 

crews suffering from infectious disease. Thus the risk of epidemics spreading th

mainland Britain was significantly minimised. By 1923 the City Council had decided that the 

ship had outlived her use and she was sold to the Admiralty for £2,500. She was brought to 

Irvine, Ayrshire where she was refitted to become the Clyde Divisio

RNVR. Her main deck was enclosed, signal bridges were fitted at the main mast positions 

fore and aft and four guns were installed. The Navy already had a vessel called Adelaide in 

the fleet and so City of Adelaide was renamed HMS Carri

He earned the 1914

1901 Census has  his younger brother George Carter, aged 8, born Rowhedge living 

East Donyland. His sister, Laura Carter

working as a Dressmaker & hi

working as a tailoress. His father John Carter was aged 43 born in Aldeburgh and at the time 

of the census away from home on the Isle of Wight at Cowes listed as a Yacht Master. His 

elder brother was John Carter aged

Wight at  Cowes working, as a Mariner. Sydney Carter himself was aged 16 again born in 

Rowhedge where he was working as an Electrical Engineer.

King Edward VII's 

Captain John Carter and most of the crew of the royal racing cutter Britannia were 

from Rowhedge. She is seen here setting 10,000 square feet of sail and with a crew of 30.
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been purchased in 1893 for £1,750 by the Corporation of the City of Southampton, who had 

r converted to an isolation hospital with the ‘between” deck adapted into three wards, 

mooring in the River Test off Millbrook. Here she was able to take inbound passengers or 

crews suffering from infectious disease. Thus the risk of epidemics spreading th

mainland Britain was significantly minimised. By 1923 the City Council had decided that the 

ship had outlived her use and she was sold to the Admiralty for £2,500. She was brought to 

Irvine, Ayrshire where she was refitted to become the Clyde Division Drill Ship for the 

RNVR. Her main deck was enclosed, signal bridges were fitted at the main mast positions 

fore and aft and four guns were installed. The Navy already had a vessel called Adelaide in 

the fleet and so City of Adelaide was renamed HMS Carrick. 

 

He earned the 1914-19 Victory Medal, 1914-20 War Medal.

his younger brother George Carter, aged 8, born Rowhedge living 

Laura Carter  aged 18 born Rowhedge living East Donyland 

& his mother  Jane Carter aged 46 born & living in East Donyland 

working as a tailoress. His father John Carter was aged 43 born in Aldeburgh and at the time 

of the census away from home on the Isle of Wight at Cowes listed as a Yacht Master. His 

was John Carter aged  23 born at Rowhedge and with his father on the Isle of 

Cowes working, as a Mariner. Sydney Carter himself was aged 16 again born in 

Rowhedge where he was working as an Electrical Engineer. 

 

King Edward VII's Royal Yacht Britannia circa 1895 

Captain John Carter and most of the crew of the royal racing cutter Britannia were 

from Rowhedge. She is seen here setting 10,000 square feet of sail and with a crew of 30.
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Captain John Carter and most of the crew of the royal racing cutter Britannia were 

from Rowhedge. She is seen here setting 10,000 square feet of sail and with a crew of 30. 
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He is buried in SOUTHAMPTON OLD CEMETERY     Section F191 grave 172. 

 

FE##ER, Harry. He was a Private in the 4th Reserve Battalion of the Buffs (East Kent 

Regiment). Harry was drowned in the sinking of His Majesty's Troopship Transylvania on 

the 4 May 1917. He was aged 26.  Service number 202536 

Born: Sep 1890, Tolleshunt D'arcy, Maldon Christened: 27 Jul 1890, Tolleshunt 

D'Arcy.  He was the son of James and Elizabeth Fenner; husband of R. Fenner, of West St., 

Tollesbury. He enlisted at Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Maldon. He was a resident of Tollesbury, 

having moved into the village a short time before the war.  Senior Gunner Uriah Lewis DSM 

& Private A. Crisp were also on board but were saved. 

His brother Charles William aged 35 & married to Alice Fenner of Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

died of wounds 7th May 1915. He was serving as a private with the 1st Battalion the 

Bedfordshire Regiment number 7519.  

The liner Transylvania, Lt. S. Brennell, R.�.R., completed just before the outbreak of 

the First World War, was taken over for service as a transport on completion. She was 

designed to accommodate 1,379 passengers but the Admiralty fixed her capacity at 200 

officers and 2,860 men, besides crew 

She was carrying nearly this number when she left Marseilles for Alexandria on May 

3rd, 1917, with an escort of two Japanese destroyers, the Matsu and the Sakaki. At 10 a.m. 

on the 4th the Transylvania was struck in the port engine room by a torpedo from a 

submarine. At the time the ship was on a zig zag course at a speed of 14 knots, being two and 

a half miles S. of Cape Vado, Gulf of Genoa. She at once headed for the land two miles 

distant, while the Matsu came alongside to take off the troops, the Sakaki meanwhile 
steaming around to keep the submarine submerged. Twenty minutes later a torpedo was seen 

coming straight for the destroyer alongside, which saved herself by going astern at full speed. 



 

 

The torpedo then struck the Transylvania and she sank very quickly, less than an hour 

having elapsed since she was first hit. Lt. Brennell, one other officer and ten men of the crew, 

29 military officers and 373 other ranks were killed 

Senior Gunner Uriah Lewis DSM and private A Crisp, both from Tollesbury were on board 

but fortunately saved.  

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914

From the summer of 1917 until late 1918, the Mediterranean lines of communication 

for the British Salonika Force ran the length of Italy from Taranto in the south

in the north-west. On 4 May 1917, the Hired Transport "Transylva

Salonika with reinforcements, was sunk by torpedo off Cape Vado, a few kilometres south of 

Savona, with the loss of more than 400 lives. The bodies recovered at Savona

is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's
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The torpedo then struck the Transylvania and she sank very quickly, less than an hour 

having elapsed since she was first hit. Lt. Brennell, one other officer and ten men of the crew, 

icers and 373 other ranks were killed REFERE�CE www.clydesite.co.uk

Senior Gunner Uriah Lewis DSM and private A Crisp, both from Tollesbury were on board 

 

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

From the summer of 1917 until late 1918, the Mediterranean lines of communication 

for the British Salonika Force ran the length of Italy from Taranto in the south

west. On 4 May 1917, the Hired Transport "Transylvania", proceeding to 

Salonika with reinforcements, was sunk by torpedo off Cape Vado, a few kilometres south of 

Savona, with the loss of more than 400 lives. The bodies recovered at Savona

is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury. 

. 

The torpedo then struck the Transylvania and she sank very quickly, less than an hour 

having elapsed since she was first hit. Lt. Brennell, one other officer and ten men of the crew, 

www.clydesite.co.uk . 

Senior Gunner Uriah Lewis DSM and private A Crisp, both from Tollesbury were on board 

From the summer of 1917 until late 1918, the Mediterranean lines of communication 

for the British Salonika Force ran the length of Italy from Taranto in the south-east, to Turin 

nia", proceeding to 

Salonika with reinforcements, was sunk by torpedo off Cape Vado, a few kilometres south of 

Savona, with the loss of more than 400 lives. The bodies recovered at Savona His name 



 

 

SAVONA TOWN CEMETERY, Italy Grave Ref. C. 21.

ARMY CASUALTIES 

STEWARD, John. He served as a

died of wounds on the 10
th
 February 1917.

He was the son of John Edw

Maldon, Essex. He was born at Tollesbury. He lived at Tolleshunt Knights & enlisted at 

Chelmsford. 

The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K2. 

September 1914  It was attached to 53rd Brigade, 18th Division. The early days were 

somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers and �COs to 

command them, no organised billets or equipment. However, by the spring of 1915, the 

Division was considered to be ready for France.

25 May 1915: landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1

The Battle of Bazentin (second phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916); In the latter 

action, the Division captured Trones Wood.

  The Battle of Delville Wood (third phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

SAVONA TOWN CEMETERY, Italy Grave Ref. C. 21.

 

He served as a Private; Essex Regiment in the 10th Battalion, Age 30. He 

February 1917.  His service number was 26915 

He was the son of John Edward and Alice Maria Steward, of West St., Tollesbury, 

Maldon, Essex. He was born at Tollesbury. He lived at Tolleshunt Knights & enlisted at 

The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K2. 

was attached to 53rd Brigade, 18th Division. The early days were 

somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers and �COs to 

command them, no organised billets or equipment. However, by the spring of 1915, the 

to be ready for France. 

25 May 1915: landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916);  

The Battle of Bazentin (second phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916); In the latter 

action, the Division captured Trones Wood. 

The Battle of Delville Wood (third phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) 

 

SAVONA TOWN CEMETERY, Italy Grave Ref. C. 21. 

Private; Essex Regiment in the 10th Battalion, Age 30. He 

 

ard and Alice Maria Steward, of West St., Tollesbury, 

Maldon, Essex. He was born at Tollesbury. He lived at Tolleshunt Knights & enlisted at 

The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K2. 

was attached to 53rd Brigade, 18th Division. The early days were 

somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers and �COs to 

command them, no organised billets or equipment. However, by the spring of 1915, the 

25 May 1915: landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions:- 

 

The Battle of Bazentin (second phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916); In the latter 

The Battle of Delville Wood (third phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)  



 

 

The Battle of the Ancre Heights (ninth phase

above action, the Division captured Schwaben redoubt, and helped capture Regina Trench.

 The Battle of the Ancre (tenth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)

He died at home of wounds. 

He was awarded the 

Buried Tolleshunt Knights (All Saints) Churchyard, Essex, 

WRIGHT, George William. 

(241971) 427
th
 Agricultural Company, Labour Corps. He died on Saturday, 7

Aged 41 Born Abberton 

He was the son of George Sharp

Elizabeth Ann Wright (nee Crickmore). They married at Saint Andrew’s on 28th August 

1910. They lived in Layer Road, Abberton.

opposite the cottages now known as "Moss Cottages".

World War 1, lived opposite.  

become Mrs. Radford. George's nephew, Peter Rogers, tragically was also to die for his 

Country, fighting in World War II in Italy.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The Battle of the Ancre Heights (ninth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) In the 

above action, the Division captured Schwaben redoubt, and helped capture Regina Trench.

The Battle of the Ancre (tenth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916)

 

He was awarded the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

Buried Tolleshunt Knights (All Saints) Churchyard, Essex,  

 

WRIGHT, George William. Private 6550 Essex Regiment, 7
th
 Battalion transferred to 

Agricultural Company, Labour Corps. He died on Saturday, 7

He was the son of George Sharp and Ellen Wright. He was the husband of Mrs. 

Elizabeth Ann Wright (nee Crickmore). They married at Saint Andrew’s on 28th August 

910. They lived in Layer Road, Abberton.  The house was next to the Policeman's house 

opposite the cottages now known as "Moss Cottages".  Oswald Theobald, who also died in 

 Mrs. E.A. Wright, his widow, subsequently remarried t

become Mrs. Radford. George's nephew, Peter Rogers, tragically was also to die for his 

Country, fighting in World War II in Italy.  

of the Battle of the Somme 1916) In the 

above action, the Division captured Schwaben redoubt, and helped capture Regina Trench. 

The Battle of the Ancre (tenth phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916).  

1919 Victory Medal 

Battalion transferred to 

Agricultural Company, Labour Corps. He died on Saturday, 7
th
 July 1917. 

and Ellen Wright. He was the husband of Mrs. 

Elizabeth Ann Wright (nee Crickmore). They married at Saint Andrew’s on 28th August 

The house was next to the Policeman's house 

Oswald Theobald, who also died in 

Mrs. E.A. Wright, his widow, subsequently remarried to 

become Mrs. Radford. George's nephew, Peter Rogers, tragically was also to die for his 



 

 

George was originally in one of the 2nd or 3rd Line Units of the 7th Battalion, The 

Essex Regiment, when he enlisted on th

were also in the Army. His brother, Charles Arthur, who was 3 years younger than George, 

was a sergeant in the 2nd Battalion the Essex Regiment. Frederick John, the youngest son (8 

years younger than George) was in 32 PT. Labour Corps. There was also a sister, Susan 

Westhorpe Mole living on Mersea Island.

George joined up originally in October 1916.George's Service Record has been 

partially destroyed. Thus his movements are not clear. However, he appears t

several months being attached to Training Units, including The Royal Fusiliers and The 

Middlesex Regiment besides the Essex Regiment and part of the time was based at Thetford 

and later at Hounslow. He did not appear to have served overseas.

He was transferred to the Labour Corps at Nottingham on 19th April 1917. The 

Labour Corps received men, who were medically down

age and used them for labouring duties such as unloading stores, road

agriculture. For the last 3 months before he died he had been allowed to work in a Market 

Garden in that neighbourhood.

George was taken to hospital with Chronic Bronchitis very shortly afterwards. He 

died at Herbert Hospital, Woolwich. He is buried in t

Churchyard, Abberton alongside relative’s .graves. 

George earned the Allied Victory Medal & the British War Medal

 

 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

George was originally in one of the 2nd or 3rd Line Units of the 7th Battalion, The 

Essex Regiment, when he enlisted on the 21st October 1916 at Warley. His younger brothers 

were also in the Army. His brother, Charles Arthur, who was 3 years younger than George, 

was a sergeant in the 2nd Battalion the Essex Regiment. Frederick John, the youngest son (8 

ge) was in 32 PT. Labour Corps. There was also a sister, Susan 

Westhorpe Mole living on Mersea Island. 

George joined up originally in October 1916.George's Service Record has been 

partially destroyed. Thus his movements are not clear. However, he appears t

several months being attached to Training Units, including The Royal Fusiliers and The 

Middlesex Regiment besides the Essex Regiment and part of the time was based at Thetford 

and later at Hounslow. He did not appear to have served overseas.  

He was transferred to the Labour Corps at Nottingham on 19th April 1917. The 

Labour Corps received men, who were medically down-graded through wounds, sickness or 

age and used them for labouring duties such as unloading stores, road-mending, forestry and 

For the last 3 months before he died he had been allowed to work in a Market 

Garden in that neighbourhood.  

 

George was taken to hospital with Chronic Bronchitis very shortly afterwards. He 

died at Herbert Hospital, Woolwich. He is buried in the South-West corner of Saint Andrew’s 

Churchyard, Abberton alongside relative’s .graves.  

 

George earned the Allied Victory Medal & the British War Medal 

George was originally in one of the 2nd or 3rd Line Units of the 7th Battalion, The 

e 21st October 1916 at Warley. His younger brothers 

were also in the Army. His brother, Charles Arthur, who was 3 years younger than George, 

was a sergeant in the 2nd Battalion the Essex Regiment. Frederick John, the youngest son (8 

ge) was in 32 PT. Labour Corps. There was also a sister, Susan 

George joined up originally in October 1916.George's Service Record has been 

partially destroyed. Thus his movements are not clear. However, he appears to have spent 

several months being attached to Training Units, including The Royal Fusiliers and The 

Middlesex Regiment besides the Essex Regiment and part of the time was based at Thetford 

He was transferred to the Labour Corps at Nottingham on 19th April 1917. The 

graded through wounds, sickness or 

mending, forestry and 

For the last 3 months before he died he had been allowed to work in a Market 

George was taken to hospital with Chronic Bronchitis very shortly afterwards. He 

West corner of Saint Andrew’s 



 

 

 POOLEY, Walter Charles 

Brigade, 4th Division (Formerly Essex Yeomanry 

Action    Date of Death: 11/02/1917 Service No: 33907. He formerly served with the Essex 

Yeomanry - Service Number 2529

The 2
nd

 Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, arr

to join the hard-pressed Divisions of II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions. The date of his 

death does not coincide with any major action foug

for the 1914-1915 Star, which signifies that he did not cross to France until 1916

He was born in Colchester and the son of Mr & Mrs Charles Pooley of Greenstead 

Road.  He was the husband of Constance Larenda Po

Albion St. Rowhedge. He enlisted at Colchester in November 1915. He had worked at the 

printing works of Messrs. Spottiswoode & Co., the Hythe. He had been home on leave on 

December 6th 1916. A letter printed in the Cou

Courtney A. Greenhill of the Essex Regiment to his widow expresses "

states:- "He was killed in action on the morning of February 11th, while on a working party 

under my command, and was the 

that he had no suffering at all and that he was given a Christian burial just behind the line, 

his company commander and myself being present***have lost a splendid fellow and a brave 

soldier"  

Walter earned the Allied Victory Medal & the British War Medal

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Walter Charles Private Essex Regiment 2nd Battalion.12th 

(Formerly Essex Yeomanry - Service Number 2529) Age: 25 Killed in 

Date of Death: 11/02/1917 Service No: 33907. He formerly served with the Essex 

Service Number 2529 

Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, arr

pressed Divisions of II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions. The date of his 

death does not coincide with any major action fought by the 4th Division. He was not eligible 

1915 Star, which signifies that he did not cross to France until 1916

He was born in Colchester and the son of Mr & Mrs Charles Pooley of Greenstead 

He was the husband of Constance Larenda Pooley, (nee Purle) of Sidney Cottages, 

Albion St. Rowhedge. He enlisted at Colchester in November 1915. He had worked at the 

printing works of Messrs. Spottiswoode & Co., the Hythe. He had been home on leave on 

December 6th 1916. A letter printed in the County Standard of March 10th 1917from 2nd Lt. 

Courtney A. Greenhill of the Essex Regiment to his widow expresses "deepest sympathy" 

He was killed in action on the morning of February 11th, while on a working party 

under my command, and was the victim of a shrapnel shell. It may spare you pain to know 

that he had no suffering at all and that he was given a Christian burial just behind the line, 

his company commander and myself being present***have lost a splendid fellow and a brave 

 

earned the Allied Victory Medal & the British War Medal

Private Essex Regiment 2nd Battalion.12th 

Service Number 2529) Age: 25 Killed in 

Date of Death: 11/02/1917 Service No: 33907. He formerly served with the Essex 

Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time 

pressed Divisions of II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions. The date of his 

ht by the 4th Division. He was not eligible 

1915 Star, which signifies that he did not cross to France until 1916. 

He was born in Colchester and the son of Mr & Mrs Charles Pooley of Greenstead 

oley, (nee Purle) of Sidney Cottages, 

Albion St. Rowhedge. He enlisted at Colchester in November 1915. He had worked at the 

printing works of Messrs. Spottiswoode & Co., the Hythe. He had been home on leave on 

nty Standard of March 10th 1917from 2nd Lt. 

deepest sympathy" and 

He was killed in action on the morning of February 11th, while on a working party 

victim of a shrapnel shell. It may spare you pain to know 

that he had no suffering at all and that he was given a Christian burial just behind the line, 

his company commander and myself being present***have lost a splendid fellow and a brave 

earned the Allied Victory Medal & the British War Medal 



 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VII. F. 30.Cemetery: FINS NEW BRITISH 

CEMETERY, SOREL-LE-GRAND OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial 

Plaque   

REDGWELL Walter Charles 

G/37271 aged 23 Killed in action: 28/02/1917. He was born 16 June 1891 Tolleshunt Major 

enlisted & resident Whitham Killed in Action France & Flanders.

George RIDGEWELL born: 1866 

Major and his mother was Anna Blandina Crabb born: 13 Nov 1864 

Oct 1945 at Kelvedon.   

The 2nd Battalion landed in March 1916 in France having previously served in 

Gallipoli & Egypt. The 2/2nd and 3/3rd Battalions of the London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) 

had been formed in England.  

He earned the 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VII. F. 30.Cemetery: FINS NEW BRITISH 

GRAND OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial 

 

REDGWELL Walter Charles Private 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers Service Number 

G/37271 aged 23 Killed in action: 28/02/1917. He was born 16 June 1891 Tolleshunt Major 

enlisted & resident Whitham Killed in Action France & Flanders. His parents were: 

George RIDGEWELL born: 1866 - Tolleshunt Major,  & died: 1 Nov 1906 

Major and his mother was Anna Blandina Crabb born: 13 Nov 1864 - Kelvedon, , died: 19 

The 2nd Battalion landed in March 1916 in France having previously served in 

nd and 3/3rd Battalions of the London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) 

 It is believed Walter joined them after this transfer.

 

1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VII. F. 30.Cemetery: FINS NEW BRITISH 

GRAND OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial 

Service Number 

G/37271 aged 23 Killed in action: 28/02/1917. He was born 16 June 1891 Tolleshunt Major 

His parents were: -Walter 

& died: 1 Nov 1906 - Tolleshunt 

Kelvedon, , died: 19 

The 2nd Battalion landed in March 1916 in France having previously served in 

nd and 3/3rd Battalions of the London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) 

It is believed Walter joined them after this transfer. 

1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 

THIEPVAL Memorial and at Tolleshunt Major

Regiment.71st Brigade, 6th Division Age 38. Killed in action 9th

Number 30040, 

He was the son of Henry L

husband of Jessie Alen, of Cranfield House, Wickford, Essex. He had two sisters and two 

brothers. The 1901 census shows a brother Ernest aged 11and another Louis William aged 11 

in nearby Boxted as a scholar;

living in Colchester . As a young man he worked as a bricklayer in Prittlewell until at least 

1901. He moved to Wickford soon after and enlisted in Warley in June 1916, before 

embarking for France in October 1916.

The 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Norwich in September 1914, as part of K3. 

As of its formation in September 1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. 11 

October 1915 : transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. In ea

the frontline trenches.  Being a service battalion their duties would be repairing trenches, 

burial parties & moving ammunition & stores up to the front line. As such they were often 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 8 C 9 A and 16 A. : 

THIEPVAL Memorial and at Tolleshunt Major 

 

 ALE# Arthur Henry Private:  9th Battalion  Norfolk 

Regiment.71st Brigade, 6th Division Age 38. Killed in action 9th  March 1917.

He was the son of Henry L and Sophia Alen. of Great Wigborough, Colchester; 

husband of Jessie Alen, of Cranfield House, Wickford, Essex. He had two sisters and two 

1901 census shows a brother Ernest aged 11and another Louis William aged 11 

ar; plus Gertrude aged 15 and Grace a 22 year old parlour maid 

living in Colchester . As a young man he worked as a bricklayer in Prittlewell until at least 

1901. He moved to Wickford soon after and enlisted in Warley in June 1916, before 

nce in October 1916. 

The 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Norwich in September 1914, as part of K3. 

As of its formation in September 1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. 11 

October 1915 : transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. In early 1917, the Norfolks were in 

Being a service battalion their duties would be repairing trenches, 

burial parties & moving ammunition & stores up to the front line. As such they were often 

Pier and Face 8 C 9 A and 16 A. : 

9th Battalion  Norfolk 

March 1917. Service 

and Sophia Alen. of Great Wigborough, Colchester; 

husband of Jessie Alen, of Cranfield House, Wickford, Essex. He had two sisters and two 

1901 census shows a brother Ernest aged 11and another Louis William aged 11 

plus Gertrude aged 15 and Grace a 22 year old parlour maid 

living in Colchester . As a young man he worked as a bricklayer in Prittlewell until at least 

1901. He moved to Wickford soon after and enlisted in Warley in June 1916, before 

The 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Norwich in September 1914, as part of K3. 

As of its formation in September 1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. 11 

rly 1917, the Norfolks were in 

Being a service battalion their duties would be repairing trenches, 

burial parties & moving ammunition & stores up to the front line. As such they were often 



 

 

exposed to enemy shelling. Throughout Janu

around Vermelles  and February had seen them serve between Mazingarbe and Bethune. 

Early March saw them go back to trenches they knew well, around the "Quarries" to the West 

of Hulloch. the March casualtie

recorded for the 9th March was Arthur Alen.

Southend Standard March 29th 1917 

Cranfield House, Wickford that her husband Private A. H. 

France. The deceased joined the �orfolk Regiment and sent to France in the second week in 

October. He met his death on March 10th. He was 38 years of age and much respected and 

esteemed, prior to residing in Wickford he li

He earned the 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: V. B. 50.  VERMELLES BRITISH 

SERVICE George Christopher. 

Battalion. Formerly served with the Essex Regiment Age: 31 Killed in action 

09/03/1917 Service No: 54886

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

exposed to enemy shelling. Throughout January the unit had served in and out of the trenches 

and February had seen them serve between Mazingarbe and Bethune. 

Early March saw them go back to trenches they knew well, around the "Quarries" to the West 

of Hulloch. the March casualties were not great by normal standards; in fact the only casualty 

recorded for the 9th March was Arthur Alen.          

Southend Standard March 29th 1917 - "information has been received by Mrs Alen of 

Cranfield House, Wickford that her husband Private A. H. Alen has been killed in Action in 

France. The deceased joined the �orfolk Regiment and sent to France in the second week in 

October. He met his death on March 10th. He was 38 years of age and much respected and 

esteemed, prior to residing in Wickford he lived in Southend" 

  

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: V. B. 50.  VERMELLES BRITISH 

CEMETERY 

 

SERVICE George Christopher.  Lance Corporal : Welsh Regiment : 16th 

d with the Essex Regiment Age: 31 Killed in action 

Service No: 54886  

ary the unit had served in and out of the trenches 

and February had seen them serve between Mazingarbe and Bethune. 

Early March saw them go back to trenches they knew well, around the "Quarries" to the West 

s were not great by normal standards; in fact the only casualty 

information has been received by Mrs Alen of 

Alen has been killed in Action in 

France. The deceased joined the �orfolk Regiment and sent to France in the second week in 

October. He met his death on March 10th. He was 38 years of age and much respected and 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: V. B. 50.  VERMELLES BRITISH 

Lance Corporal : Welsh Regiment : 16th 

d with the Essex Regiment Age: 31 Killed in action 



 

 

He was the son of George C. and Emily Service, of Tollesbury, Essex. His brother, 

Arthur. E. Service also fell. He was born at Leysdown Kent. He enlisted at Tollesbury and 

resided at Norwich.. He served in France & Flanders where he was killed in action. He 

originally joined the Essex Regiment with service number

rebadged to the Welsh Regiment 54886 as a Private to bring them up to strength. He was a 

regular churchgoer, a member of the choir and a bell ringer. He was a Member of the Men's 

Club and enthusiastically participated in any village entertainment. A muffled peal of the 

Church Bell was rung in his honour on the 21st March in Tollesbury.

The 16th (Service) Battalion (Cardiff City) was formed at Cardiff in �ovember 1914 

by the Lord Mayor and Corporation.

43rd Division.  As from  28 April 1915 the formation became the 115th Brigade, 38th 

Division. 

He earned the 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 3.Row B. Grave 8. FERME

CEMETERY His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's

THE GERMA# WITHDRAWL TO THE HI#DE#

 14 March to 5 April 1917 

 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He was the son of George C. and Emily Service, of Tollesbury, Essex. His brother, 

Arthur. E. Service also fell. He was born at Leysdown Kent. He enlisted at Tollesbury and 

ided at Norwich.. He served in France & Flanders where he was killed in action. He 

originally joined the Essex Regiment with service number 35942 and was subsequently 

Welsh Regiment 54886 as a Private to bring them up to strength. He was a 

regular churchgoer, a member of the choir and a bell ringer. He was a Member of the Men's 

Club and enthusiastically participated in any village entertainment. A muffled peal of the 

Church Bell was rung in his honour on the 21st March in Tollesbury. 

h (Service) Battalion (Cardiff City) was formed at Cardiff in �ovember 1914 

by the Lord Mayor and Corporation.  In �ovember 1914 it was attached to 130th Brigade, 

28 April 1915 the formation became the 115th Brigade, 38th 

  

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 3.Row B. Grave 8. FERME

CEMETERY His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury

THE GERMA# WITHDRAWL TO THE HI#DE#BURG LI#E, 

He was the son of George C. and Emily Service, of Tollesbury, Essex. His brother, 

Arthur. E. Service also fell. He was born at Leysdown Kent. He enlisted at Tollesbury and 

ided at Norwich.. He served in France & Flanders where he was killed in action. He 

35942 and was subsequently 

Welsh Regiment 54886 as a Private to bring them up to strength. He was a 

regular churchgoer, a member of the choir and a bell ringer. He was a Member of the Men's 

Club and enthusiastically participated in any village entertainment. A muffled peal of the 

h (Service) Battalion (Cardiff City) was formed at Cardiff in �ovember 1914 

In �ovember 1914 it was attached to 130th Brigade, 

28 April 1915 the formation became the 115th Brigade, 38th 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 3.Row B. Grave 8. FERME-OLIVIER 

Tollesbury 



 

 

LEGERTO#, Charles Walter. 

: 21st Company. Age: 34 Died of wounds: 02/04/1917 Service No: 55778 Formerly 30902, 

Essex Regiment 

 Charles Walter was born at S

a farm bailiff, and Keturah Legerton, of Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex. He married Dorothy 

Beatrice Clara Alston (daughter of the late Henry Alston who had been a labourer), age 20, 

on 29 April 1906 at St. Mary's Parish Church, Salcott,

residing at Tolleshunt D'Arcy and she resided at Salcott . Their daughter was Elsie Maud 

Alston, born in 1907. He was a postman upon entering military service. 

The 21st Machine Gun Company wa

March 1916. He died during the German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line, 14 March to 5 April 

1917. The devastating nature of the British offensive of Battle of the Somme had caused a 

serious re-assessment of strate

continued and operations on the Ancre went on through the winter, the German army created 

a formidable new line some miles to the rear and executed a withdrawal to it in March 1917, 

just in time to upset Allied plans for a new offensive. As British patrols detected that the 

enemy front line on the Somme had been evacuated, the German withdrawal was pursued. On 

reaching the new enemy position, they encountered not a trench system, but a veritable 

fortress: they called it the Hindenburg Line.

He earned the 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

LEGERTO#, Charles Walter.  He served as a Private in the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 

: 21st Company. Age: 34 Died of wounds: 02/04/1917 Service No: 55778 Formerly 30902, 

Charles Walter was born at Salcott, , Essex on 10 April 1882, son of Charles George, 

a farm bailiff, and Keturah Legerton, of Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex. He married Dorothy 

Beatrice Clara Alston (daughter of the late Henry Alston who had been a labourer), age 20, 

. Mary's Parish Church, Salcott, Essex . He was then a labourer 

residing at Tolleshunt D'Arcy and she resided at Salcott . Their daughter was Elsie Maud 

Alston, born in 1907. He was a postman upon entering military service.  

The 21st Machine Gun Company was formed  within  the 30th Division , on 1

. He died during the German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line, 14 March to 5 April 

The devastating nature of the British offensive of Battle of the Somme had caused a 

assessment of strategy by the German high command. While the Somme fighting 

continued and operations on the Ancre went on through the winter, the German army created 

a formidable new line some miles to the rear and executed a withdrawal to it in March 1917, 

set Allied plans for a new offensive. As British patrols detected that the 

enemy front line on the Somme had been evacuated, the German withdrawal was pursued. On 

reaching the new enemy position, they encountered not a trench system, but a veritable 

ss: they called it the Hindenburg Line. 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

He served as a Private in the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 

: 21st Company. Age: 34 Died of wounds: 02/04/1917 Service No: 55778 Formerly 30902, 

alcott, , Essex on 10 April 1882, son of Charles George, 

a farm bailiff, and Keturah Legerton, of Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex. He married Dorothy 

Beatrice Clara Alston (daughter of the late Henry Alston who had been a labourer), age 20, 

Essex . He was then a labourer 

residing at Tolleshunt D'Arcy and she resided at Salcott . Their daughter was Elsie Maud 

the 30th Division , on 1-8 

. He died during the German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line, 14 March to 5 April 

The devastating nature of the British offensive of Battle of the Somme had caused a 

gy by the German high command. While the Somme fighting 

continued and operations on the Ancre went on through the winter, the German army created 

a formidable new line some miles to the rear and executed a withdrawal to it in March 1917, 

set Allied plans for a new offensive. As British patrols detected that the 

enemy front line on the Somme had been evacuated, the German withdrawal was pursued. On 

reaching the new enemy position, they encountered not a trench system, but a veritable 

1919 Victory Medal 

 



 

 

Commonwealth War Dead: Grave: VI. G. 5. WARLINCOURT HALTE BRITISH 

CEMETERY, SAULTY 

SPURGEO#, Herbert Alfred. 

wounds at base hospital: 03/04/1917:

He was the husband of H. R. Spurgeon, of Bells Forstal, Throwley, Faversham, 

Kent.  He was born & resided at Tollesbury. He enlisted at Warl

Flanders and died of wounds. 

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Bri

battalion was transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3,

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th Au

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties. He died of wounds sustained in the period of the build 

up to the major battle of Arras, which commenced on the 9th April.

He earned the 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. C. 59. BETHUNE TOWN CEMETERY 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's
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Commonwealth War Dead: Grave: VI. G. 5. WARLINCOURT HALTE BRITISH 

 

SPURGEO#, Herbert Alfred.  Private: Essex Regiment: 11th Battalion.  

wounds at base hospital: 03/04/1917: Service No: 32387   

He was the husband of H. R. Spurgeon, of Bells Forstal, Throwley, Faversham, 

He was born & resided at Tollesbury. He enlisted at Warley. He served in France & 

Flanders and died of wounds.  

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915the 

battalion was transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.  

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham 

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties. He died of wounds sustained in the period of the build 

tle of Arras, which commenced on the 9th April. 

 

He earned the 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. C. 59. BETHUNE TOWN CEMETERY 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury

 

Commonwealth War Dead: Grave: VI. G. 5. WARLINCOURT HALTE BRITISH 

 Age: 33 Died of 

He was the husband of H. R. Spurgeon, of Bells Forstal, Throwley, Faversham, 

ey. He served in France & 

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 11th October 

gade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915the 

were assembled around Shoreham 

4th September 1915. It 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties. He died of wounds sustained in the period of the build 

1919 Victory Medal 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. C. 59. BETHUNE TOWN CEMETERY 

Tollesbury 
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BATTLE ARRAS  

9th- 14
th

 April.  

 

KETLEY MM, Charles William. He served as a Corporal in the Royal Engineers with 

the15th Division. Signal Company. Killed in action: 11/04/1917 Service No: 42855 Awards: 

MM gazetted London Gazette 21st October 1916 

The 1901 census shows the family at Beckenham Kent with his mother as Annie 

Ketley aged 39 born Totham Essex & his father Frederick Ketley aged 43 born Longford 

Essex working as a Colporteur Books. Charles himself aged 5 born Beckenham .They are 

living at 10 Blakeway Avenue. Also living in the same house is a boarder Frederick 

Springett, who had been born at Totham. Possibly he was the brother of Annie. He went to 

France 8
th
 July 1915 

The history of 15th (Scottish) Division This Division was established by the 

Scottish Command in September 1914, as part of the Army Orders authorising Kitchener's 

Second �ew Army, K2. Early days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very 

few trained officers and �COs to command them, no organised billets or equipment. The 

Division was inspected by HM King George V on 26 September 1914 - the first occasion on 

which the Division paraded as a formed unit, and with the exception of the Staff, plain clothes 

were worn. By 22 January 1915 the Division was in uniform for an inspection by Kitchener. 

By the early summer of 1915, the Division was considered to be ready for France and 

embarkation orders were received on 3 July 1915. 

7-13 July 1915 : landed in France. The Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions and 

winning regard by the enemy as one of the most formidable in the British Army. 

1915 The Battle of Loos 1916 In spring 1916, the Division was involved in German gas 

attacks near Hulluch (27-29 April 1916) and in the defence of the Kink position (11 May 
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1916). These are among the engagements officially known as the Actions of Spring 1916. The 

Battle of Pozieres* The Battle of Flers-Courcelette* in which the Division captured 

Martinpuich The Battle of Le Transloy in which the Division took part in attacks on the Butte 

de Warlencourt The battles marked * are phases of the Battles of the Somme 1916. 

1917 He was killed during the Battle of Arras 9th- 14th April.   

 

 He earned the Military Medal the  1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory 

Medal.  

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. C. 6. FEUCHY CHAPEL BRITISH 

CEMETERY, WANCOURT 

Editor's note:- there are 2 Charles W. Ketleys listed by the CWGC data bank.  The other was 

a private born near Southminster & a resident of Prittlewell Southend – on –s ea serving with 

the Essex Regiment 1st Battalion. He was aged 24 & was killed on the 10/07/1916 . His 

Service Number was 19397. However it is believed that the Charles William serving in the 

Royal Engineers is the one listed on the Tolleshunt D'Arcy Memorial in view of his mothers 

association with Totham. 

 

BAI#ES, William.  He was a Private in the Essex Regiment with the 1st Battalion. 88th 

Brigade, 29th Division Age: 22 He was killed in action: 14/04/1917 Service No: 16346  

He was the son of Joseph and Mary Ann Baines, of The Foul, Blackheath, Colchester. 

1901 census shows William Baines aged 5 born & living at Donyland listed as a Scholar. At 



 

 

the time of his death Blackheath was part of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Fingringhoe. His 

name appeared on a list of men, from the Parish of Fingringhoe who served in World War 1, 

which was originally held in Saint Andrew's Church. However, his name was not 

subsequently incorporated on the permanent memorial in the Church.

He went to France on the 30

Battalion (although originally joined the 11thBattalion) Born, Blackheath, 

Colchester,19/06/1895. He attended t

at Old Heath School.  He left school 11/06/1909 and joined the British Red Cross (reference 

Essex Museum records Inquiry List

when the Germans set fire to a cornfield in which he and some of his comrades had taken 

refuge. However, his death was in April and the corn was presumably un

previous year. In fact there are reports of snow & it is possible they were victims of flame 

throwers. 

Entitled to 14/15 Star WO329/2748 as 11th Battalion to France 30/08/1915 (reference 

The battle field at Monchy

corpses of horses. This was the result of a cavalry charg

18 January 1915: attached to 88th Brigade, 29th Division .The

involved in the First Battle of the Scarpe 

action  during the Arras Offensive 9th April 

Division was part. The day 14/04/1917 is the battle of

significant to both 1 Battalion the Essex and the Essex Yeomanry. One of the most important 

campaigns in which the BEF was engaged, yet in co

Passchendaele of 1917, terribly neglected by historians. The British Army launched a large

scale attack at Arras as part of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert 

�ivelle. Although initially successful, it

affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy 

had recently made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be considered to be composed of a 
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ime of his death Blackheath was part of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Fingringhoe. His 

name appeared on a list of men, from the Parish of Fingringhoe who served in World War 1, 

which was originally held in Saint Andrew's Church. However, his name was not 

bsequently incorporated on the permanent memorial in the Church. 

He went to France on the 30
th
 August 1915. He served in B Company 5 Platoon 1st 

Battalion (although originally joined the 11thBattalion) Born, Blackheath, 

Colchester,19/06/1895. He attended the Canterbury Road School, from 6/06/1903, previously 

school 11/06/1909 and joined the British Red Cross (reference 

Essex Museum records Inquiry List  08/1917).  Unconfirmed family report that he perished 

fire to a cornfield in which he and some of his comrades had taken 

refuge. However, his death was in April and the corn was presumably un-harvested from the 

previous year. In fact there are reports of snow & it is possible they were victims of flame 

 

Entitled to 14/15 Star WO329/2748 as 11th Battalion to France 30/08/1915 (reference 

BWM/VM WO329/1376)  

The battle field at Monchy-le Preux. The picture was taken at the end of May showing 

corpses of horses. This was the result of a cavalry charge in April 1917.(c) IWM Q 3091

18 January 1915: attached to 88th Brigade, 29th Division .The Division were 

involved in the First Battle of the Scarpe - 9th - 14th April 1917. This was a major 

during the Arras Offensive 9th April - 15th May 1917, by the 3rd Army of which 29th 

Division was part. The day 14/04/1917 is the battle of  Monchy-le-Preux, which is very 

significant to both 1 Battalion the Essex and the Essex Yeomanry. One of the most important 

campaigns in which the BEF was engaged, yet in comparison with the Somme of 1916 and 

Passchendaele of 1917, terribly neglected by historians. The British Army launched a large

scale attack at Arras as part of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert 

�ivelle. Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and became a terribly costly 

affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy 

had recently made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be considered to be composed of a 

ime of his death Blackheath was part of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Fingringhoe. His 

name appeared on a list of men, from the Parish of Fingringhoe who served in World War 1, 

which was originally held in Saint Andrew's Church. However, his name was not 

He served in B Company 5 Platoon 1st 

he Canterbury Road School, from 6/06/1903, previously 

school 11/06/1909 and joined the British Red Cross (reference 

Unconfirmed family report that he perished 

fire to a cornfield in which he and some of his comrades had taken 

harvested from the 

previous year. In fact there are reports of snow & it is possible they were victims of flame 

Entitled to 14/15 Star WO329/2748 as 11th Battalion to France 30/08/1915 (reference 

 

le Preux. The picture was taken at the end of May showing 

e in April 1917.(c) IWM Q 3091 

Division were 

14th April 1917. This was a major 

the 3rd Army of which 29th 

Preux, which is very 

significant to both 1 Battalion the Essex and the Essex Yeomanry. One of the most important 

mparison with the Somme of 1916 and 

Passchendaele of 1917, terribly neglected by historians. The British Army launched a large-

scale attack at Arras as part of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert 

soon bogged down and became a terribly costly 

affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy 

had recently made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be considered to be composed of a 
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number of phases: the Battle of Vimy and the First Battle of the Scarpe were the opening 

phases; the Second and Third Battle of the Scarpe and the final Battle of Bullecourt and other 

actions against the Hindenburg Line concluded the fighting. 

The 88th Brigade's operation was to be a two-battalion attack launched against 

Infantry Hill behind a creeping artillery barrage. The �ewfoundland Regiment, commanded 

by Lieutenant-Colonel James Forbes-Robertson, was on the right and the 1st Essex Battalion 

on the left. 

At 5:30 a.m. on April 14, the British barrage opened and the two battalions began 

their advance. At the end of 90 minutes the Essex had taken their part of the Infantry Hill 

objective. But as the �ewfoundland companies advanced, they were raked by machine-gun 

fire. Suffering heavy casualties the �ewfoundlanders pressed on to occupy the enemy's 

forward trenches in front of Infantry Hill. 

  

A Regimental Aid Post on the open Arras battlefield, 1917 (c) IWM Q 6292 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7.ARRAS MEMORIAL. Also on the 

Colchester Town Hall Memorial 
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AGER,  Frederick William.  Private: Essex Regiment in the 11th Battalion.  Date of Death: 

23/04/1917  His service number was 14773 Died of wounds. 

 He was born & resident of Tolleshunt D'Arcy .according to “CD Rom Soldier Died.” 

Son of George and Charlotte Ager, of 1, Council Cottages, Tolleshunt D'Arcy & brother of  

George, who was also killed He is shown wrongly on his medal card as Ager, J F. 1911 

census shows Frederick William Ager born 1893 aged 18 living in Tolleshunt D’Arcy.  

11th (Service) Battalion Formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of K3. 

September 1914 : attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. 11 October 1915 : transferred 

with Brigade to 6th Division. 27 October 1915: transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division. On 

the day before he died the 11th lost 61 men on 22nd April 1917.  

From the History of the Sixth Division:  

On the 1st March the Division took over a 11,000 yards' front extending north from 

the Double Crassier at Loos with sectors Loos--14bis--Hulluch--Hohenzollern, all three 

brigades being in line and a brigade of the 21st Division also which came under the 

command of G.O.C., 6th Division 

. March and the first portion of April were notable for raids and counter-raids, and for 

considerable artillery and trench-mortar activity, which gave place to more or less 

continuous fighting consequent on the withdrawal of the enemy opposite the right of the 

Division after the successful attack by the Canadians at Vimy. �otice was received on the 

morning of the 13th April that a withdrawal was contemplated by the enemy opposite part of 

the Divisional front. The right section of the front was at that time held by the 16th Infantry 

Brigade, with the 2nd York and Lancaster Regiment on its right. On the 13th April the 

withdrawal commenced, the enemy being so closely followed up by the York and Lancaster 

Regiment that by 6.20 p.m. the brigade was able to report the Railway Triangle in our 

occupation, and the whole of the battalion in the enemy's trenches. Our troops were into the 

enemy's dug-outs before the candles left by them had burnt out. 

The policy laid down for the Division was that the enemy was to be closely followed 

up wherever he fell back, but that our troops were not to be committed to a serious 

engagement. In accordance with these instructions the enemy's trenches were subjected to 

heavy bombardment, with pauses during which patrols were sent forward and occupied as 

much ground as they could. This policy was maintained for four days, during which the 16th 

Infantry Brigade pressed the enemy with such vigour, within the s allowed to it, that he was 

evidently rushed rather farther back than had been his intention, and began to become 

apprehensive as to his hold on Hill 70. The opposition stiffened on the 15th April, and on the 

16th a counter-attack drove the 1st The Buffs back slightly, but was unsuccessful against the 

8th Bedfordshire Regiment on the right. An advanced post of the latter battalion put up a very 

fine defence and maintained its position. A further attack on this battalion on the following 

day again failed to shake the defence. 



 

 

On the 16th April a systematic bombardment of the trenches on Hill 70 was 

commenced, and authority was given for a slightly greater employment of force. Attacks on 

the 18th and 19th April, by the 1

ground and gave us between forty and fifty prisoners. By this time continuous fighting, under 

very trying weather conditions, had exhausted the 16th Infantry Brigade. In 

the pressure it became necessary to withdraw battalions from the front of the other brigades 

and to put them straight in on the offensive front, replacing them by the battalions withdrawn 

from that front.  

An attack by the 14th D.L.I. on 

Division, who by this time had relieved the 24th on the right of the 6th Division, yielded 

thirty-five prisoners and two machine

the Double Crassier Railway which had been holding up our right. Two counter

repelled, and on the 22nd April the 14th D.L.I. and the 11th Essex Regiment delivered a 

combined attack. The 14
th

 D.L.I. secured the whole of their objective, with forty

and three machine-guns, but the 11th Essex Regiment was unable to gain any ground. The 

46th Division had been prevented by uncut wire from co

result that the 14th D.L.I., after enduring a very heavy bombardment with exemplary 

determination, were eventually sniped and machine

houses on their right. Eventually the position stabilized itself, with the enemy in posses

�ash Alley. 

He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. D. 66. Cemetery: BETHUNE TOWN 

CEMETERY    
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On the 16th April a systematic bombardment of the trenches on Hill 70 was 

commenced, and authority was given for a slightly greater employment of force. Attacks on 

th and 19th April, by the 1
st
 K.S.L.I. and the 8th Bedfordshire Regiment, gained some 

ground and gave us between forty and fifty prisoners. By this time continuous fighting, under 

very trying weather conditions, had exhausted the 16th Infantry Brigade. In 

the pressure it became necessary to withdraw battalions from the front of the other brigades 

and to put them straight in on the offensive front, replacing them by the battalions withdrawn 

An attack by the 14th D.L.I. on the 21st April in conjunction with the left of the 46th 

Division, who by this time had relieved the 24th on the right of the 6th Division, yielded 

five prisoners and two machine-guns, and disposed of a strong machine

Railway which had been holding up our right. Two counter

repelled, and on the 22nd April the 14th D.L.I. and the 11th Essex Regiment delivered a 

D.L.I. secured the whole of their objective, with forty

guns, but the 11th Essex Regiment was unable to gain any ground. The 

46th Division had been prevented by uncut wire from co-operating in the attack, with the 

at the 14th D.L.I., after enduring a very heavy bombardment with exemplary 

determination, were eventually sniped and machine-gunned out of the captured line from the 

houses on their right. Eventually the position stabilized itself, with the enemy in posses

 

1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. D. 66. Cemetery: BETHUNE TOWN 

On the 16th April a systematic bombardment of the trenches on Hill 70 was 

commenced, and authority was given for a slightly greater employment of force. Attacks on 

K.S.L.I. and the 8th Bedfordshire Regiment, gained some 

ground and gave us between forty and fifty prisoners. By this time continuous fighting, under 

very trying weather conditions, had exhausted the 16th Infantry Brigade. In order to maintain 

the pressure it became necessary to withdraw battalions from the front of the other brigades 

and to put them straight in on the offensive front, replacing them by the battalions withdrawn 

the 21st April in conjunction with the left of the 46th 

Division, who by this time had relieved the 24th on the right of the 6th Division, yielded 

guns, and disposed of a strong machine-gun nest on 

Railway which had been holding up our right. Two counter-attacks were 

repelled, and on the 22nd April the 14th D.L.I. and the 11th Essex Regiment delivered a 

D.L.I. secured the whole of their objective, with forty-six prisoners 

guns, but the 11th Essex Regiment was unable to gain any ground. The 

operating in the attack, with the 

at the 14th D.L.I., after enduring a very heavy bombardment with exemplary 

gunned out of the captured line from the 

houses on their right. Eventually the position stabilized itself, with the enemy in possession of 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. D. 66. Cemetery: BETHUNE TOWN 
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 WHITE Frederick Samuel. Private: Durham Light 

Infantry  1st/5th Battalion.  Aged 37 Killed in action: 23/04/1917 Service No: 201033  

Frederick Samuel White was born in Peldon 5th May 1879 to Samuel Cant & Martha 

White. He was their third child and first son, one of ten children although one died in infancy. 

His parents lived at West Mersea and his father had two grocery and millinery shops on the 

Island - one in Churchfields and the other on Mill Road. He also had grocery shops at Peldon 

and Tollesbury and was the representative for Barclays Bank on the Island. Frederick on 

leaving school joined the family business and became manager of the shop in Mill Road. He 

married Elizabeth Anne and had a son Norman and daughter Gladys in the picture above. 

At the outbreak of war, he was 35 years old and as the ceiling for joining up was 30 

years old, he was not required to enlist. However, as casualties grew and the need for more 

and more men  were needed to join the army, conscription was introduced at the end of 1915 

with the proviso that single men would be called up first. Frederick was now 37 years old and 

could possibly have been also exempt as a manager of a provisions shop. However, towards 

the end of 1916 Frederick enlisted in Darlington , joining the 1st/5th Durham Light Infantry. 

after a period of basic training he was ready to be sent to France. Before leaving he returned 

to Mersea for embarkation leave. 

On April 22nd 1917, the 1st/5th Durham Light Infantry were busy completing 

arrangements for a big attack by the whole of the Third Army and part of the First Army, 

which was to take place on the 23rd April. The plan regarding the 50th Division was that the 

4th Yorkshires and the 4th East Yorkshires, assisted by two tanks, should attack at dawn on a 

front of some 1,200 yards and should advance to a depth of some 1500 yards. Seven hours 

later the 5th Yorkshires and the 5th Durham Light Infantry were to advance through them 

and occupy a line commanding Cherisy and Vis-en-Artois. The 151st Brigade was in support 

and the 149th in reserve. The 30th division was to attack on the Battalion's right and the 15th 

Division on the left.  
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Map shows position A known as Albatross  Bank - 

the assembly point. Position B is the sunken Road 

held by B Company on the 23rd April 

April 23rd, St. George's Day, was beautifully fine. 

Zero hour was scheduled for 4.30am. At 4.15am the 

Battalion lined up on the track running behind the 

�iger trench and at 4.30am every gun opened fire. At 

4.45 am, led by the Colonel the men moved off in 

single file past Wancourt Cemetery round by the 

South of the village and then across the shallow 

Cojeul valley . they lined up under cover of the bank 

at the far side, known later as Albatross Bank. They 

dug in with the 5th Yorkshires on their right. As luck 

would have it the Cojeul valley, which the Germans 

had barraged so heavily on the 21st, was hardly 

shelled at all and they got across with only six or 

seven casualties. They were shelled intermittently as 

they lay along the bank but had very few casualties as 

it gave excellent cover.  Wancourt was being heavily bombarded and the bursting shells 

threw up clouds of smoke, red, grey or black depending on the material of the house that was 

hit. 

Meanwhile, the two attacking battalions of the 150th Brigade had gone forward and 

had secured most of their objective. They were held up for a while by a small copse occupied 

by the Germans  By 8.30 am, however, it was surrounded and shortly afterwards with the 

help of the tanks it was captured. Both tanks unfortunately became over-heated, caught fire 

and were stranded. The prisoners taken numbered 7 officers and 440 other ranks in addition 

to a battery of 7.7 cm guns. as the prisoners were being sent behind the lines, the British field 

guns were being brought up through Wancourt to take up advanced positions in the Cojeul 

valley. However, it now became obvious that although the 4th Yorkshires & 4th East 

Yorkshires had reached their objective, it had been at a fearful cost. Hardly an officer 

remained unwounded and the new line was held by a few scattered groups of men, who were 

quite incapable of resisting the inevitable counter-attack. A Victoria Cross was won 

posthumously by Captain D. B. Hirsch, 4th Yorkshire regiment for his gallant and brave 

leadership before he was killed. 

Urgent messages came back for reinforcements and at about 6.00 am, D Company of 

the 5th Durham Light Infantry were sent up to reinforce the left of the line. They came under 

heavy machine gun fire and man after man fell but the remainder pressed on. A few finally 

being able to get into line with the 4th Yorkshires. At about 7.00pm, B Company were 

ordered to occupy the sunken road leading from Guemappe to Cherisy, in order to protect the 

left flank against possible attack from the direction of Vis-en- Artois. Captain W. Marley led 

his men round the end of the ridge and they came under rifle and machine gun fire from the 

neighbourhood of Guemappe and suffered many casualties including the Captain, who was 

killed when he stood up to examine the position. The remainder of B Company took up their 

position in the sunken road. An hour or so later 50 men of A Company led by second 

Lieutenant A. E. W. Pereira were sent forward with ammunition, but their task proved to be 

an impossible one with many of them being killed or wounded by the German Machine guns. 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

Most of the remainder were captured in the counter attack , which followed shortly 

afterwards. Reinforcements sent by the 5th Yorkshires suffered the same fate. 

At about 11 am, a heavy counter attack developed from the direction of Vis-en-Artois. 

After an artillery bombardment, a large force of German infantry advanced, sweeping right 

over the firing line and by noon the survivors were back in their original line. Very few of D 

Company got back, most of them were killed or captured. B company found themselves 

enfiladed from both flanks by machine guns firing right down the sunken road and were 

attacked from three sides by German infantry. The men were simply mown down. Only one 

officer, Lieutenant R. W. G. Robinson, and 27 men succeeded in getting back to the original 

front line. Sargeant F. W. Merryweather and Corporal J. Harper distinguished themselves by 

the way in which hour after hour, they crawled out and brought in their wounded comrades. 

Corporal Harper, unfortunately was wounded and died as the result of his injuries soon after 

the end of the war. Sergeant Merryweather was awarded the Military Medal for his gallantry. 

Guemappe on the Battalion's left had again fallen into enemy hands and the 30th Division on 

their right had also had to give up the ground they had captured and even fallen back behind 

their original line. Although not known at the time, small parties of the enemy had got right 

through into Heninel and captured four batteries of field guns that had been sent forward 

during the morning. However, the enemy was driven off and the guns recaptured. The 

position was now very serious, as there was real danger of the Germans following up their 

success by coming right over the Wancourt Tower ridge and down into the valley. Every 

available man, riflemen, Lewis gunners, Stokes gunners and machine gunners lined the bank 

and waited for the approach of the enemy over the brow of the hill. The Germans did not 

come but contented themselves by occupying their old front line. 

The position now was that both forces were back in their original lines. The British 

Front Line was held by the remains of the 4th Yorkshires and the 4th East Yorkshires 

together with a few men of the 5th Durham Light Infantry and 5th Yorkshires. Along 

Albatross Bank  there still remained about one and a half companies of the 5th Durham Light 

Infantry and two companies of the 5th Yorkshires in addition to machine gunners and trench 

mortar personnel. C Company was sent forward to occupy a bank further forward to support 

the front line while the remainder of the Brigade held Albatross Bank.  

Meanwhile, a further attack all along the line was being arranged as part of this 

scheme the 9th Durham Light Infantry and the 5th Border Regiment from the 151st Brigade 

were brought up and lent to the 150th Brigade. the shelling died down during the afternoon 

and all was quiet until 6.00 pm when the barrage commenced and the attack began. The 

objective was again captured but due to the vulnerability of the flanks a position was taken 

up about 500 yards further back. During the action, German prisoners were taken, consisting 

of 10 officers and 200 men. 

The two companies of the 5th Yorkshires advanced in support of the 5th Borderers. 

The remains of the 5th Battalion Durham Light Infantry had been collected together at short 

notice and went over in support of the 9th Durham Light Infantry. Their orders were to 

occupy the sunken road where B Company had suffered so severely earlier in the day and 

they arrived there with very few casualties to take up their position. The British barrage had 

been very successful, a trench that the Battalion crossed contained a great many dead 

Germans. The sunken road was shelled for a while and the Battalion took a few more 



 

 

casualties but as the evening wore on the fighting died down entire

quiet. 

During the night the 151st Brigade, with the 4th �orthumberland Fusiliers attached, 

took over the line from the 15oth Brigade and shortly before dawn the 8th Durham Light 

Infantry relieved the 5th Battalion. Just as the day w

Cojeul valley and marched wearily back to Telegraph Hill. �ear Albatross Bank and in the 

valley were many signs of the previous day's battle, bodies of men and mules, equipment and 

the smell of exploded shells. 

The casualties were 4 officers killed or died of wounds, 2 wounded and 1 taken 

prisoner, while among the ranks, 83 had been killed, 124 wounded and 49 taken prisoner. 

One of those killed was Frederick White, whose body was never found and has no known 

grave. 

The news of his death was such a shock to his wife that she suffered a nervous 

breakdown, leaving his daughter Gladys, who was then about 12 years old to cope with the 

upbringing of her younger brother.

He earned the1914

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 8. Memorial: ARRAS MEMORIAL 

His story is featured in more detail in Roger Bullen's "Not Just a Name" ISBN0

5  The description of the battle is from "The Fifth Battalion The Durham Light Infan

1918" by Major A. L. Raimes DSO TD.
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casualties but as the evening wore on the fighting died down entirely and became perfectly 

During the night the 151st Brigade, with the 4th �orthumberland Fusiliers attached, 

took over the line from the 15oth Brigade and shortly before dawn the 8th Durham Light 

Infantry relieved the 5th Battalion. Just as the day was breaking they again

Cojeul valley and marched wearily back to Telegraph Hill. �ear Albatross Bank and in the 

valley were many signs of the previous day's battle, bodies of men and mules, equipment and 

alties were 4 officers killed or died of wounds, 2 wounded and 1 taken 

prisoner, while among the ranks, 83 had been killed, 124 wounded and 49 taken prisoner. 

One of those killed was Frederick White, whose body was never found and has no known 

ews of his death was such a shock to his wife that she suffered a nervous 

breakdown, leaving his daughter Gladys, who was then about 12 years old to cope with the 

upbringing of her younger brother.  

  

He earned the1914-1919 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal
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The description of the battle is from "The Fifth Battalion The Durham Light Infan

1918" by Major A. L. Raimes DSO TD. 

 

ly and became perfectly 

During the night the 151st Brigade, with the 4th �orthumberland Fusiliers attached, 
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Cojeul valley and marched wearily back to Telegraph Hill. �ear Albatross Bank and in the 

valley were many signs of the previous day's battle, bodies of men and mules, equipment and 

alties were 4 officers killed or died of wounds, 2 wounded and 1 taken 

prisoner, while among the ranks, 83 had been killed, 124 wounded and 49 taken prisoner. 
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FRA#CIS William G.  Private: C Company 9th Platoon 17th Battalion Manchester 

Regiment Formerly G/15906, Royal West Kent Regiment. Killed in action: 23/04/1917 

Service No: 41658  

He was born at Salcott, enlist

census shows him aged 18 born & living in Salcott working as a bricklayer. He formerly 

served with the Royal West Kent Regiment. He served in France & Flanders He married 

Caroline Elizabeth Lewis on the 19

Wharf Cottage Salcott. There was a daughter Vera Mary. His attestation on the 19

1916, he was 35 years old and gave his occupation as a smallholder. He was 5 foot 6 ins tall, 

weighing 137lb with 36 ½ ins chest. 

The 17th (Service) Battalion (2nd City) of the Manchester Regiment had been formed 

in Manchester on 28 August 1914, by the Lord Mayor and City. In April 1915 it had been 

attached to 90th Brigade, 30th Division. This Division was originally part of the Fift

Army, and was numbered 37th. However, the Fourth �ew Army was broken up in April 1915, 

and the Division was renumbered 30th, part of K4. It was formed of many units that had been 

raised by public subscription and private projects, and was only taken 

on 27th August 1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 1915. It served on the 

Western Front with distinction throughout the war. 

He was at home from the 19

France the next day. 

William was killed in action during the Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 This 

was one of the most important campaigns in which the BEF was engaged, yet in comparison 

with the Somme of 1916 and Passchendaele of 1917, terribly neglected by his

British Army launched a large

Commander in Chief Robert Nivelle. Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and 

became a terribly costly affair. The British attack was again

Line, to which the enemy had recently made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be 

considered to be composed of a number of phases: specifically he fell during the Second 

Battle of the Scarpe - 23rd - 24th April 1917

.He earned the 1914
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Private: C Company 9th Platoon 17th Battalion Manchester 

Regiment Formerly G/15906, Royal West Kent Regiment. Killed in action: 23/04/1917 

He was born at Salcott, enlisted at Colchester and resided at Whitham.

census shows him aged 18 born & living in Salcott working as a bricklayer. He formerly 

served with the Royal West Kent Regiment. He served in France & Flanders He married 

Caroline Elizabeth Lewis on the 19
th
 September 1914 at Saint Mary Tollesbury. They lived at 

Wharf Cottage Salcott. There was a daughter Vera Mary. His attestation on the 19

1916, he was 35 years old and gave his occupation as a smallholder. He was 5 foot 6 ins tall, 

ith 36 ½ ins chest.  

The 17th (Service) Battalion (2nd City) of the Manchester Regiment had been formed 

in Manchester on 28 August 1914, by the Lord Mayor and City. In April 1915 it had been 

attached to 90th Brigade, 30th Division. This Division was originally part of the Fift

Army, and was numbered 37th. However, the Fourth �ew Army was broken up in April 1915, 

and the Division was renumbered 30th, part of K4. It was formed of many units that had been 

raised by public subscription and private projects, and was only taken over by the War Office 

on 27th August 1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 1915. It served on the 

Western Front with distinction throughout the war.  

He was at home from the 19
th
 January1916  until the 10

th
 October 1916 crossing to  

William was killed in action during the Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 This 

was one of the most important campaigns in which the BEF was engaged, yet in comparison 

with the Somme of 1916 and Passchendaele of 1917, terribly neglected by his

British Army launched a large-scale attack at Arras, as part of a master plan by new French 

Commander in Chief Robert Nivelle. Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and 

became a terribly costly affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg 

Line, to which the enemy had recently made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be 

considered to be composed of a number of phases: specifically he fell during the Second 

24th April 1917 

 

1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Private: C Company 9th Platoon 17th Battalion Manchester 

Regiment Formerly G/15906, Royal West Kent Regiment. Killed in action: 23/04/1917 

ed at Colchester and resided at Whitham.  The 1901 

census shows him aged 18 born & living in Salcott working as a bricklayer. He formerly 

served with the Royal West Kent Regiment. He served in France & Flanders He married 

September 1914 at Saint Mary Tollesbury. They lived at 

Wharf Cottage Salcott. There was a daughter Vera Mary. His attestation on the 19
th
 June 

1916, he was 35 years old and gave his occupation as a smallholder. He was 5 foot 6 ins tall, 

The 17th (Service) Battalion (2nd City) of the Manchester Regiment had been formed 

in Manchester on 28 August 1914, by the Lord Mayor and City. In April 1915 it had been 

attached to 90th Brigade, 30th Division. This Division was originally part of the Fifth �ew 

Army, and was numbered 37th. However, the Fourth �ew Army was broken up in April 1915, 

and the Division was renumbered 30th, part of K4. It was formed of many units that had been 

over by the War Office 

on 27th August 1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 1915. It served on the 

October 1916 crossing to  

William was killed in action during the Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 This 

was one of the most important campaigns in which the BEF was engaged, yet in comparison 

with the Somme of 1916 and Passchendaele of 1917, terribly neglected by historians. The 

scale attack at Arras, as part of a master plan by new French 

Commander in Chief Robert Nivelle. Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and 

st the formidable Hindenburg 

Line, to which the enemy had recently made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be 

considered to be composed of a number of phases: specifically he fell during the Second 

1919 Victory Medal 
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His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott and Commonwealth War 

Dead Grave Reference: D. 59. Cemetery: COJEUL BRITISH CEMETERY, ST. MARTIN-SUR-

COJEUL 

 BROOKES, David.  Private Royal Fusiliers  6th & 2nd Battalion.   86th 

Brigade, 29th Division. III Army Killed in action: 24/04/1917 Service No: G/14396  

David was the brother of Arthur Brookes. For family details see the section on Arthur 

Brookes. He was born in Hammersmith in 1899 according to the 1901 census.. 

  David appears in the 23rd May 1915 edition of the Essex County Standard, as having 

joined the 9th Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment.  However, in 1915 from the Duke of 

York's Royal Military School an early letter shows him serving with 8th Company of the 6th 

Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers; service number 14396. Both the 5th and 6th (Reserve) 

Battalions, which were formed in August 1914  in Hounslow, remained in UK and Ireland 

(6th) throughout the war. 

David would have been posted to the 2nd Battalion  Royal Fusiliers, which was a 

regular Battalion, when they moved to the Western Front after fighting at Gallipoli:-  

2 January 1916 the Division was withdrawn from Gallipoli and moved to Egypt; on 

the 29 March 1916 . The division landed at Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front. 

They were involved in the Battles of the Somme which started on the 1st July 1916 & petered 

out in the mud in that November. 

The Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 .The British Army launched a large-scale 

attack at Arras as part of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert Nivelle. 

Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and became a terribly costly affair. The 
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British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy had recently 

made a strategic withdrawal. It comprised several actions involving the 29th Division :- The 

First Battle of the Scarpe - 9th - 14th April 1917 & the Second Battle of the Scarpe - 23rd - 

24th April 1917, where David died. 

In December 1916 Robert �ivelle replaced Joseph Joffre as Commander-in-Chief of 

Allied forces on the Western Front. �ivelle immediately began to plan a major offensive on 

the German front-line. An essential part of what became known as the �ivelle Offensive, was 

an attempt to capture Vimy Ridge. As the ridge was 60 metres high, �ivelle argued that if 

Allied forces could control this area, they would have a commanding view of the German 

activities behind the front line. 

On the evening of 8th April, 1917, 30,000 members of the Canadian Corps began to 

move to the front line. At 5.30 the next morning, 2,800 allied guns began pounding the 

German trenches and soon afterwards the Canadian infantry went over the top into �o-

Mans-Land. Supported by a creeping-barrage, the 1st Division, led by Major-General A. W. 

Currie, captured the Zwolfer Graben trench system within 30 minutes. After another hour 

had passed, the intermediate line south-east of Thelus was also under Canadian 

control.    Major-General L. J. Lipsett and the 3rd Division took the huge Schwaben Tunnel. 

However, several concrete Machine Gun Posts had survived, and these were causing heavy 

casualties. The Canadian 4th Division was especially badly hit. One battalion, the 87th, 

incurred losses of over 50% in less than a few minutes.     General Edmund Allenby and the 

British Third Army attacked on either side of Arras and the Scarpe and managed to advance 

3km on the first day. However, progress was much slower south of the river and the Germans 

were able to hold the village strongpoint of Monch-le-Preux, against repeated British attacks. 

In an attempt to stretch German defences, General Hubert Gough and the British Fifth Army 

launched an attack further south. Even though Gough used tanks in the attack, it was 

repulsed by the Germans at Bullecourt. The Australians also took part in this operation and 

suffered its worst day's losses on the Western Front.    The Canadians was still making good 

progress and by 12th April they were firmly in control of Vimy Ridge. Forced to the bottom of 

the hill, the Germans were unable to launch a successful counterattack. That night, under the 

cover of darkness, the Germans withdrew from the area.     On 14th April, Sir Douglas Haig 

called a halt to British attacks to await news of the French Aisne Offensive. When this ended 

in failure, the First and Third Armies were ordered to try and move forward again. After two 

days heavy fighting another 2km was gained.    By the time the offensive was halted at the end 

of May, the British had suffered heavy losses: First Army: 46,826; Third Army: 87,226; Fifth 

Army: 24,608. The Canadian Corps lost a total of 11,297 men killed, missing or wounded. 

The initial press reports were full of false optimism: - The Times (10th April 1917) 

I have just returned to the telegraph base from seeing as much as the opening phase of the 

battle as it is possible to see of the action on a wide front. Details of the progress of the 

fighting after our first assault are yet lacking, but we know that we have broken the German 

lines everywhere and the prisoners in good numbers are already coming in.    It was like the 

days of the beginning of the Battle of the Somme again, and the Battle of Arras, if that is what 

it is to be called may prove no less disastrous to the Germans. Such a battle as has begun this 

morning cannot be fought without heavy casualties. We must be reconciled to that in 

advance. But the enemy will suffer more than we, and we shall break him here as we broke 

him on the Somme. 



 

 

William Beach Thomas reported the offensive at Arras in the 

�ear Arras our troops leapt to the attack in the midst of such artillery fire as the world has 

never seen. It was accompanied by an onslaught of strange engines of war, while overhead,

as soon as the clouds allowed, our aeroplanes, moving at 130 miles an hour, rushed to tackle 

any German machines they could find.

from Vimy to Tilloy was etched in flames, I write immediately after watch

storming. It is too early to give more than partial news, but the famous divisions directly in 

front of me, both of which I had before seen throw themselves on an entrenched and 

buttressed enemy, went straight through to their goal

David was entitled to the 1914

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 3. ARRAS MEMORIAL

EDITORS NOTES:- The original list of names in Saint Andrew's referred to Arthur an

David Brookes with an "e". However, press cuttings from the Essex County Standard show 

"Brooks". & this general confusion exists in the source documents. This has been clarified by 

the family, who retained letters with the envelopes showing the service n

David & his brother Arthur. References:

Commission for the picture of the Calais

the Essex County Standard, the CD Rom "Soldiers Died".

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWarras2.htm

REDHOUSE Frederick John 

Police Killed in action: 25/04/1917
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as reported the offensive at Arras in the Daily Mail (10th April, 1917)

�ear Arras our troops leapt to the attack in the midst of such artillery fire as the world has 

never seen. It was accompanied by an onslaught of strange engines of war, while overhead,

as soon as the clouds allowed, our aeroplanes, moving at 130 miles an hour, rushed to tackle 

any German machines they could find.    From this vantage-point, where the full panorama 

from Vimy to Tilloy was etched in flames, I write immediately after watching the first 

storming. It is too early to give more than partial news, but the famous divisions directly in 

front of me, both of which I had before seen throw themselves on an entrenched and 

buttressed enemy, went straight through to their goal 

 

was entitled to the 1914-1915 Star; the1914-1920 British War Medal and the 1914

1919 Allied Victory Medal. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 3. ARRAS MEMORIAL

The original list of names in Saint Andrew's referred to Arthur an

David Brookes with an "e". However, press cuttings from the Essex County Standard show 

"Brooks". & this general confusion exists in the source documents. This has been clarified by 

the family, who retained letters with the envelopes showing the service numbers of

David & his brother Arthur. References:- We are indebted to the Commonwealth War Grave 

Commission for the picture of the Calais  Cemetery. Details on David are from the CWGC, 

the Essex County Standard, the CD Rom "Soldiers Died". Description of the battle from 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWarras2.htm 

 

REDHOUSE Frederick John Serjeant: Military Police Corps : Military Mounted 

Killed in action: 25/04/1917 Service No: P/1129 award  Mention in Despatches

Daily Mail (10th April, 1917) 

�ear Arras our troops leapt to the attack in the midst of such artillery fire as the world has 

never seen. It was accompanied by an onslaught of strange engines of war, while overhead, 

as soon as the clouds allowed, our aeroplanes, moving at 130 miles an hour, rushed to tackle 

point, where the full panorama 

ing the first 

storming. It is too early to give more than partial news, but the famous divisions directly in 

front of me, both of which I had before seen throw themselves on an entrenched and 

1920 British War Medal and the 1914-

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 3. ARRAS MEMORIAL 

The original list of names in Saint Andrew's referred to Arthur and 

David Brookes with an "e". However, press cuttings from the Essex County Standard show 

"Brooks". & this general confusion exists in the source documents. This has been clarified by 

umbers of  both 

We are indebted to the Commonwealth War Grave 

Details on David are from the CWGC, 

the battle from 

Serjeant: Military Police Corps : Military Mounted 

Mention in Despatches 



 

 

He was born Tollesbury and resided plus enlisted at Colchester.

shop in Salcott. After service with the Colchester Borough Constabulary, Frederick, left 

behind his wife at Salisbury Avenue

Mounted Branch of the Military Police Corps (part of the 17th Division).  He went to France 

on the 22
nd
 July 1915. He was struck and killed by a piece of shrapnel on Wednesday 25th 

April 1917 whilst regulating traffic under shellfire. . Frederick was posthumously mentioned 

in dispatches on 24th December 1917, perhaps in connection with his actions in regulating 

traffic under shellfire 

1914-1915 Star; 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XV. J. 10. Cemetery: CABARET

ROUGE BRITISH CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ Also, the war memorial, containing the names 

of two officers from the First World War and one officer from the Second (David Kirk) is 

located at Colchester Police Station in Southway. It consists of a bronze plaque on American 

oak and was unveiled on 10th November 1995 by James Conlan, Assistant Chief Constable 

for Essex Police. His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

 BATTLE ARLEUX   

BACO#, Herbert W. Private Middlesex Regiment

Regiment) Age: 36 Date of Death: 28/04/1917 Service No: G/34088

Hezikiah Bacon, of Wick Cottages, Tolleshunt Knights, Maldon, Essex

The 17th (Service) Battalion (1st Football) was formed in London on 12 December 1914, by 

Rt-Hon. W. Joynson Hicks, MP. In

Division.  Later on the 8th December 1915 they were transferred t

The British Army launched a large

new French Commander in Chief Robert �ivelle in 1917 in which the 2nd Division was 

involved. Although initially successful, it soon bogged down 

affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy 
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He was born Tollesbury and resided plus enlisted at Colchester.  Frederick's family had a 

shop in Salcott. After service with the Colchester Borough Constabulary, Frederick, left 

behind his wife at Salisbury Avenue in Colchester to serve as Sergeant P/1129 with the 

Mounted Branch of the Military Police Corps (part of the 17th Division).  He went to France 

July 1915. He was struck and killed by a piece of shrapnel on Wednesday 25th 

ating traffic under shellfire. . Frederick was posthumously mentioned 

in dispatches on 24th December 1917, perhaps in connection with his actions in regulating 

 

1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XV. J. 10. Cemetery: CABARET

ROUGE BRITISH CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ Also, the war memorial, containing the names 

of two officers from the First World War and one officer from the Second (David Kirk) is 

Police Station in Southway. It consists of a bronze plaque on American 

oak and was unveiled on 10th November 1995 by James Conlan, Assistant Chief Constable 

for Essex Police. His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

 28 -29 April 1917 

Private Middlesex Regiment 17th Battalion. (Formerly 4074 Essex 

Date of Death: 28/04/1917 Service No: G/34088 He was the son of 

Hezikiah Bacon, of Wick Cottages, Tolleshunt Knights, Maldon, Essex. Enlisted at Warley.

The 17th (Service) Battalion (1st Football) was formed in London on 12 December 1914, by 

Hon. W. Joynson Hicks, MP. In July 1915 they attached to 100th Brigade, 33rd 

Later on the 8th December 1915 they were transferred to 6th Brigade, 2nd Division

he British Army launched a large-scale attack at Arras as part of a master plan by 

new French Commander in Chief Robert �ivelle in 1917 in which the 2nd Division was 

involved. Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and became a terribly costly 

affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy 

Frederick's family had a 

shop in Salcott. After service with the Colchester Borough Constabulary, Frederick, left 

in Colchester to serve as Sergeant P/1129 with the 

Mounted Branch of the Military Police Corps (part of the 17th Division).  He went to France 

July 1915. He was struck and killed by a piece of shrapnel on Wednesday 25th 

ating traffic under shellfire. . Frederick was posthumously mentioned 

in dispatches on 24th December 1917, perhaps in connection with his actions in regulating 

1919 Victory Medal 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XV. J. 10. Cemetery: CABARET-

ROUGE BRITISH CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ Also, the war memorial, containing the names 

of two officers from the First World War and one officer from the Second (David Kirk) is 

Police Station in Southway. It consists of a bronze plaque on American 

oak and was unveiled on 10th November 1995 by James Conlan, Assistant Chief Constable 

for Essex Police. His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott 

 

17th Battalion. (Formerly 4074 Essex 

He was the son of 

. Enlisted at Warley. 

The 17th (Service) Battalion (1st Football) was formed in London on 12 December 1914, by 

attached to 100th Brigade, 33rd 

o 6th Brigade, 2nd Division 

scale attack at Arras as part of a master plan by 

new French Commander in Chief Robert �ivelle in 1917 in which the 2nd Division was 

and became a terribly costly 

affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy 



 

 

had recently made a strategic withdrawal He was killed in Action during the Battle of Arleux 

- 28th - 29th April 1917 

1914-20 War Meda

: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7.  ARRAS MEMORIAL

SEBBOR#, Arthur Hugh Private in the Wiltshire Regiment : 2nd Battalion. Date of Death: 

27/04/1917 Service No: 29867 

  His Medal card at the PRO at Kew shows

Sebborn, Arthur H (the CWGC site has his name wrongly spelt as Seaborn). He is shown as 

joining up with the Suffolk Regiment as a private, number 14928 Then being rebadged to the 

Wiltshire Regiment number 29867

The 2nd Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment was attached to the 21st Brigade. On 

19th December 1915: transferred with this Brigade to 30th Division. It was formed of many 

units that had been raised by public subscription and private projects

over by the War Office on 27th August 1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 

1915. It served on the Western Front with distinction throughout the war

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). In the 

action, the Division captured Montauban. The devastating nature of the British offensive of 

Battle of the Somme had caused a serious re

command. While the Somme fighting continued and operations on the Ancre 

the winter, the German army created a formidable new line some miles to the rear and 

executed a withdrawal to it in March 1917, just in time to upset Allied plans for a new 

offensive. As British patrols detected that the enemy front line on

evacuated, the German withdrawal was pursued. On reaching the new enemy position, they 

encountered not a trench system, but a veritable fortress: they called it the Hindenburg Line.

It was during this advance that Arthur was killed.

In 1901 Census his father was shown as Henry S Sebborn aged36 born in Rowhedge 

and living in Yorkshire at Barton working as a Certificated Schoolmaster. His mother was 

Sarah Sebborn aged 37 born  in London

Certificated Schoolmistress . The children were

 Kathleen Sebborn aged 2  born West Burton . While the boys had been born in Binnington in 
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had recently made a strategic withdrawal He was killed in Action during the Battle of Arleux 

 

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal  

: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7.  ARRAS MEMORIAL

 

Private in the Wiltshire Regiment : 2nd Battalion. Date of Death: 

27/04/1917 Service No: 29867  

His Medal card at the PRO at Kew shows the correct spelling of his name i.e. 

(the CWGC site has his name wrongly spelt as Seaborn). He is shown as 

joining up with the Suffolk Regiment as a private, number 14928 Then being rebadged to the 

Wiltshire Regiment number 29867 again as a private . 

The 2nd Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment was attached to the 21st Brigade. On 

19th December 1915: transferred with this Brigade to 30th Division. It was formed of many 

units that had been raised by public subscription and private projects, and was only taken 

over by the War Office on 27th August 1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 

1915. It served on the Western Front with distinction throughout the war.  

(first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). In the 

action, the Division captured Montauban. The devastating nature of the British offensive of 

Battle of the Somme had caused a serious re-assessment of strategy by the German high 

command. While the Somme fighting continued and operations on the Ancre 

the winter, the German army created a formidable new line some miles to the rear and 

executed a withdrawal to it in March 1917, just in time to upset Allied plans for a new 

offensive. As British patrols detected that the enemy front line on the Somme had been 

evacuated, the German withdrawal was pursued. On reaching the new enemy position, they 

encountered not a trench system, but a veritable fortress: they called it the Hindenburg Line.

It was during this advance that Arthur was killed. 

1901 Census his father was shown as Henry S Sebborn aged36 born in Rowhedge 

Yorkshire at Barton working as a Certificated Schoolmaster. His mother was 

in London  living in Yorkshire at  Barton  and working as a 

tificated Schoolmistress . The children were Madge Sebborn aged  6  born West Burton

born West Burton . While the boys had been born in Binnington in 

had recently made a strategic withdrawal He was killed in Action during the Battle of Arleux 

: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7.  ARRAS MEMORIAL 

Private in the Wiltshire Regiment : 2nd Battalion. Date of Death: 

the correct spelling of his name i.e. 

(the CWGC site has his name wrongly spelt as Seaborn). He is shown as 

joining up with the Suffolk Regiment as a private, number 14928 Then being rebadged to the 

The 2nd Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment was attached to the 21st Brigade. On 

19th December 1915: transferred with this Brigade to 30th Division. It was formed of many 

, and was only taken 

over by the War Office on 27th August 1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 

 

(first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916). In the above 

action, the Division captured Montauban. The devastating nature of the British offensive of 

assessment of strategy by the German high 

command. While the Somme fighting continued and operations on the Ancre went on through 

the winter, the German army created a formidable new line some miles to the rear and 

executed a withdrawal to it in March 1917, just in time to upset Allied plans for a new 

the Somme had been 

evacuated, the German withdrawal was pursued. On reaching the new enemy position, they 

encountered not a trench system, but a veritable fortress: they called it the Hindenburg Line. 

1901 Census his father was shown as Henry S Sebborn aged36 born in Rowhedge 

Yorkshire at Barton working as a Certificated Schoolmaster. His mother was 

and working as a 

born West Burton  

born West Burton . While the boys had been born in Binnington in 



 

 

Hertfordshire; Arthur Sebborn aged

Ipswich; and enlisted in Woodbridge.

of wounds in 1921.  

 Arthur earned the 1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

The Essex Gazette of the 16th May 1917 reports tha

of Mr & Mrs H. S. Sebborn of Barton Yorkshire and grandson of the late Captain H. Sebborn 

of the Steam Yacht Gwendoline was Killed in Action on the 28th April 1917."

He is commemorated on the Melton War Memorial in 

form of a Cornish granite stone cross situated within the grounds of St Andrew’s, the parish 

church of Melton in the county of Suffolk. This memorial lists those who laid down their 

lives during the Great War: 

 The Illustrated London News June 1872 picture of the SY Gwendoline racing Egeria in the 

‘Royal Thames Yacht Club Schooner and Yawl Race. This is the yacht captained by his 

Grandfather.   
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Hertfordshire; Arthur Sebborn aged  7  &  Sidney P Sebborn  aged 9  Arthur

Ipswich; and enlisted in Woodbridge. . He was the cousin of Arthur Willis Sebborn, who died 

 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

The Essex Gazette of the 16th May 1917 reports that:- "Arthur Hugh Sebborn the second son 

of Barton Yorkshire and grandson of the late Captain H. Sebborn 

of the Steam Yacht Gwendoline was Killed in Action on the 28th April 1917."

He is commemorated on the Melton War Memorial in Suffolk. The WWI memorial is in the 

form of a Cornish granite stone cross situated within the grounds of St Andrew’s, the parish 

church of Melton in the county of Suffolk. This memorial lists those who laid down their 

 

ustrated London News June 1872 picture of the SY Gwendoline racing Egeria in the 

‘Royal Thames Yacht Club Schooner and Yawl Race. This is the yacht captained by his 
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Arthur  lived in 

. He was the cousin of Arthur Willis Sebborn, who died 

5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  

Arthur Hugh Sebborn the second son 

of Barton Yorkshire and grandson of the late Captain H. Sebborn 

of the Steam Yacht Gwendoline was Killed in Action on the 28th April 1917." 

Suffolk. The WWI memorial is in the 

form of a Cornish granite stone cross situated within the grounds of St Andrew’s, the parish 

church of Melton in the county of Suffolk. This memorial lists those who laid down their 

ustrated London News June 1872 picture of the SY Gwendoline racing Egeria in the 

‘Royal Thames Yacht Club Schooner and Yawl Race. This is the yacht captained by his 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7. ARRAS MEMORIAL  
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WRIGHT, Sidney Elijah.  He served as a Private in the Royal Fusiliers 24th Battalion. 5th 

Brigade, 2
nd
 Division: aged 27 Killed in action: 28/04/1917 Service Number G/52286 

Sidney Elijah Wright was born in Great Wigborough, the son of Elijah and Elizabeth 

Wright. He was a resident of Leigh. He had two younger brothers, Clifford and Travis. 

Sidney's father was a farm labourer and during the early 1900s the family moved to West 

Mersea, first lodging in West Hall near the church and then moving to live in a cottage 

fronting Colchester High Street North, near Brick House. He was an expert ploughman 

winning competitions in 1907 and 1910.  

Sidney was conscripted in 1916, enlisting at Warley and joining the 24th Battalion, 

Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). His brothers Clifford also joined the Royal 

Fusiliers and Travis the 1/4th Battalion the Essex regiment. Both survived the war.  

The 24th (Service) Battalion (2nd Sportsman's) was formed in London, 20 November 

1914, by E. Cunliffe-Owen. 26 June 1915 and: attached to 99th Brigade, 33rd Division. 

However at the time Sidney joined them on 13 December 1915 they had been transferred to 

5th Brigade, 2nd Division.  

The Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917. The British Army launched a large-scale 

attack at Arras as part of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert �ivelle. 

Although initially successful, it soon bogged down and became a terribly costly affair. The 

British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg Line, to which the enemy had recently 

made a strategic withdrawal. The battle can be considered to be composed of a number of 

phases: the Battle of Vimy and the First Battle of the Scarpe were the opening phases; the 

Second and Third Battle of the Scarpe and the final Battle of Bullecourt and other actions 

against the Hindenburg Line concluded the fighting. The Battle of Arleux - 28th - 29th April 

1917 involved his Division and was the one in which he died. 

  The Battalion War diary for the day :-April 28th - At 4.25 am an attack on a wide 

front was carried out. the battalion was in Brigade Reserve and at 11.00 am it moved 

forward to occupy the old British support trenches opposite the front ARLEUX-OPPY 

WOOD. At 8.00 pm reports were received through Brigade that the enemy had broken 

through south of OPPY WOOD and the Battalion were consequently ordered to form a 

defensive flank facing SE from the northern outskirts of BAILLEUL to their former right flank 

in their old British support line. Posts were dug on the new alignment and work was still in 

progress when orders were received that dawn 2 companies  were to co-operate on the left 

flank of an attack by the 99th Brigade against OPPY WOOD. A and B Companies were 

detailed for this attack, C and D Companies following them and mopping up and holding the 

German front line immediately north of OPPY WOOD.  



 

 

1914-1920 War Medal, 1914

His body was never found & he is commemorated on West Mersea War Memorial & on 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 3. ARRAS MEMORIAL references 

Roger Bullen's Book "�ot just a �ame"

PAGE, Robert. Lance Corporal: Essex Regiment 2nd Battalion.12th Brigade, 4th Division 

Killed in action Date of Death: 03/05/1917 Service No: 

The 4
th

 Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time 

to join the hard-pressed Divisions of II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major

actions just prior to his death involving his Division were the First Battle of the Scarpe 

14th April 1917 & the Third Battle of the Scarpe 

Entitled to British War and Allied Victory Medals, National Arc

WO329/1378 Subject of an inquiry to the British Red Cross and Order of St. John Inquiry 

Service, August 1917, stating him to have been in A Company, 2nd Battalion.
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1920 War Medal, 1914-1919 Victory Medal  

His body was never found & he is commemorated on West Mersea War Memorial & on 
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Roger Bullen's Book "�ot just a �ame" 

 

Lance Corporal: Essex Regiment 2nd Battalion.12th Brigade, 4th Division 

Killed in action Date of Death: 03/05/1917 Service No: 35368 

Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time 

pressed Divisions of II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions. The major 

actions just prior to his death involving his Division were the First Battle of the Scarpe 

14th April 1917 & the Third Battle of the Scarpe - 3rd - 4th May 1917 

  

Entitled to British War and Allied Victory Medals, National Archives file ref: 

WO329/1378 Subject of an inquiry to the British Red Cross and Order of St. John Inquiry 

Service, August 1917, stating him to have been in A Company, 2nd Battalion.

His body was never found & he is commemorated on West Mersea War Memorial & on  

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 3. ARRAS MEMORIAL references 

Lance Corporal: Essex Regiment 2nd Battalion.12th Brigade, 4th Division 

Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time 

pressed Divisions of II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the 

actions. The major 

actions just prior to his death involving his Division were the First Battle of the Scarpe - 9th - 

hives file ref: 

WO329/1378 Subject of an inquiry to the British Red Cross and Order of St. John Inquiry 

Service, August 1917, stating him to have been in A Company, 2nd Battalion.  



 

 

He was born in Fingringhoe and lived at Bures in Suffolk. He enlisted, at C

The Pages were active members of the church; some were church wardens and there is a 

family tomb in the Churchyard. at Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe.

Fingringhoe to live in Bures, when the War Department bought Old We

farm had been the home to the Page family for generations from the mid 1700s.

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7: ARRAS MEMORIAL

RADFORD, Rowland Private 18556 Northamptonshire Regiment 5

Thursday, 10th May 1917 

Rowland was born in Abberton and raised by his Grandmother, Mariam in the 

village.  They lived opposite the old school building in Abberton. Unfortunately when he died 

his aged Grandmother lost her source of

died in 1918 in her 90s. She had come originally from Little Clacton and married James a 

farm labourer from Abberton. There were a number of Radfords living here in 1901. At 
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He was born in Fingringhoe and lived at Bures in Suffolk. He enlisted, at C

The Pages were active members of the church; some were church wardens and there is a 

family tomb in the Churchyard. at Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe.  George Page, the father, left 

Fingringhoe to live in Bures, when the War Department bought Old West Farm in 1906. This 

farm had been the home to the Page family for generations from the mid 1700s.

 

West House Farm circa 1920 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 7: ARRAS MEMORIAL

 

Private 18556 Northamptonshire Regiment 5
TH
 Battalion

Rowland was born in Abberton and raised by his Grandmother, Mariam in the 

They lived opposite the old school building in Abberton. Unfortunately when he died 

his aged Grandmother lost her source of support and had to go to the Workhouse to live. She 

died in 1918 in her 90s. She had come originally from Little Clacton and married James a 

farm labourer from Abberton. There were a number of Radfords living here in 1901. At 

He was born in Fingringhoe and lived at Bures in Suffolk. He enlisted, at Colchester. 

The Pages were active members of the church; some were church wardens and there is a 

George Page, the father, left 

st Farm in 1906. This 

farm had been the home to the Page family for generations from the mid 1700s. 
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Battalion   He died on 

Rowland was born in Abberton and raised by his Grandmother, Mariam in the 

They lived opposite the old school building in Abberton. Unfortunately when he died 

support and had to go to the Workhouse to live. She 

died in 1918 in her 90s. She had come originally from Little Clacton and married James a 

farm labourer from Abberton. There were a number of Radfords living here in 1901. At 
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Abberton there was; Charles 44, Edward 21 and Fanny 50. There was also a brother Percy 3 

years older than Rowland. There were 11 uncles, aunts and cousins in Langenhoe see the 

section on Arthur Radford 

 

It is believed that Rowland lived in the right hand one of the three cottages of what is 

now "White House", (where a man stands on the roof). This picture was taken in 1884 just 

after the major earthquake, which badly damaged most of the buildings in Langenhoe and 

Abberton. 

  

ROWLAND RADFORD 

This picture was taken by a nurse at Saint Thomas' Hospital in 

London, when he was suffering from the bullet wound to the 

knee. 

Rowland had been unlucky before the war to be struck by 

lightning. He had the scars of the burns on his back. He 

enlisted at Colchester. He was placed in the 5th (Service) 

Battalion the Northamptonshire Regiment (Pioneers). This 

was one of the three Service Battalions, along with the 6th & 

7th, which were formed in August 1914 from Lord 

Kitchener's first 100,000 volunteers. The 5th Battalion joined 

the 12th (Eastern) Division with 12 other Kitchener Infantry 

Battalions. From his medal listings we know he went to France on the 29th September 1915.  

The action in which Rowland died was during the 3rd Battle of Arras, which began 

with an attack on Vimy Ridge on the 9th April 1917. This attack was in advance of the 

general offensive against Ypres. Sir Douglas Haig, the commander of the British 

Expeditionary Force needed to secure this area to protect his flank from counter-attack by 

the Germans. After 2 months bitter fighting the Allied forces captured Gavrelle, Guemappe 

and positions east of Lens. They advanced 7,500 yards in the first few days and 12 Division 

alone captured 20 German officers, 12,000 men and 41 guns. 
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Arras during the battle in April 1917  

During the previous �ovember & December the Battalion had been based at 

Berneville engaged on trench improvements. The role of the pioneers was digging trenches, 

so that ammunition and food could reach the front line and casualties brought back in 

relative safety. In addition they were engaged in the front line: strengthening the defences, 

creating sleeping quarters etc. Thus they were often exposed to enemy artillery, machine 

guns & snipers. Preparation for the Arras offensive continued through March, where they 

were working in the cellars of Arras. They also created a tunnel under the Cambrai road. 

 

Hotel de Ville, Arras April 1917 

The battle began on the 9th April and they were used as Assault Pioneers, cutting 5 

communication trenches across what had previously been �o-Man's Land to link with newly 

won positions. After 2 more days of intense fighting, the 5th were sent forward to a captured 

German strong-point at Feuchy Chapel redoubt, nearly 6000 yards in front of the British 

start line. Here they worked on consolidating the newly captured "Brown " line, which lay 

along the Arras- Cambrai road. This involved constructing 4 strong points. They suffered 11 

wounded. 

The Division was then rested until 23rd April.  The Pioneers were often cheated of 

their rest periods, as there was a continual need to maintain the defences and they seldom 

could be spared. They returned to the line and were involved in supporting actions around 

Monchy. On May Day, an Officer and 11 men were wounded and 1 killed, when one of our 



 

 

own shells hit "C" Company. Over the next few days they continued in the line strengthening 

positions. It was in this period, Rowland and three oth

Stebbings, were killed 

Rowland had been wounded twice before: once with a bullet to the knee & on the 

second time, with severe shrapnel wound in the chest. He had been nursed back to health at 

Saint Thomas's Hospital, London b

he sustained his wounds, as his records have been lost. However, his Division, the 12th 

(Eastern) Division, fought in the Battle of Loos in 1915 and in 1916 at:

    The Battle of Albert (first ph

    The Battle of Pozieres (third phase of the Battle of the Somme)

    The Battle of Le Transloy (eighth phase of the Battle of the Somme)

This was followed in 1917, with the First Battle of the Scarpe, which was the first 

phase of the Arras Offensive and Rowland's final Battle of Arleux. The Pioneers would have 

been involved each time, though due to his wounds, it is doubtful if Rowland was present at 

them all.  

He was awarded the Allied Victory and British War Medals a

He is commemorated at the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France in Bay 7. 

References: - There is a photo and obituary in the June 16

page 7. This is held on microfiche in the Colchester L

permission by the British Library to reproduce it here specifically for the Memorial books 

Information was also kindly supplied by The �orthamptonshire Regiment Association

"Kitchener's Pioneers - The story of one Batta
August 1914" compiled by Geoffrey Moore  The pictures of Arras are taken from the 

publication The Great War in 13 volumes (Publisher not given) 
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own shells hit "C" Company. Over the next few days they continued in the line strengthening 

positions. It was in this period, Rowland and three other privates; Cox, Jackson and 

Rowland had been wounded twice before: once with a bullet to the knee & on the 

second time, with severe shrapnel wound in the chest. He had been nursed back to health at 

Saint Thomas's Hospital, London before returning to France. It is not known in which actions 

he sustained his wounds, as his records have been lost. However, his Division, the 12th 

(Eastern) Division, fought in the Battle of Loos in 1915 and in 1916 at:- 

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme) 

The Battle of Pozieres (third phase of the Battle of the Somme) 

The Battle of Le Transloy (eighth phase of the Battle of the Somme) 

This was followed in 1917, with the First Battle of the Scarpe, which was the first 

phase of the Arras Offensive and Rowland's final Battle of Arleux. The Pioneers would have 

been involved each time, though due to his wounds, it is doubtful if Rowland was present at 

 

Allied Victory and British War Medals and the 1914-15 Star for France. 

 

He is commemorated at the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France in Bay 7. 

There is a photo and obituary in the June 16
th

 edition of the County Standard 

page 7. This is held on microfiche in the Colchester Library. We have kindly been given 

permission by the British Library to reproduce it here specifically for the Memorial books 

Information was also kindly supplied by The �orthamptonshire Regiment Association

The story of one Battalion formed from Kitchener's first 100,000 
August 1914" compiled by Geoffrey Moore  The pictures of Arras are taken from the 

publication The Great War in 13 volumes (Publisher not given)  
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He is commemorated at the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France in Bay 7.  
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OXE#HAM Frederick James

Battalion.  Aged 22   Date of Death: 23/05/1917 Service No: 322328 

  He was one of several children in the village in the 1901 census :

Florence Oxenham aged 12  born

10 born in Wales  at Cardiff ; Winifred Oxenham aged

Oxenham  aged 8 ; Ida Oxenham

Oxenham  aged 5  and all living in

Oxenham aged 44 born in Wales at Merthyr and his father Frederick J Oxenham aged 

48 born in Somerset at Rudswith.  He was a farmer in Wigborough. Frederick's medal card 

shows Oxenham, Frederick J  

of  information applies when he left the training battalion.:

number 322328.  He is listed under the 6th (Reserve) Battalion in

Hounslow.  It was a training unit, which remained in England and Ireland throughout the w

It is not known which unit he was fighting with prior to his death but it would appear he died 

of wounds rather than killed outright due to the proximity of a medical clearing station close 

to his burial plot. 

He earned the 1914

 His name appears on the commemorative plaque in Saint Stephen's 

Great Wigborough. Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. H. 29.ACHIET

GRAND COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

  

OXE#HAM Frederick James Rifleman: London Regiment (City of Londo

Date of Death: 23/05/1917 Service No: 322328  

He was one of several children in the village in the 1901 census :

born  in Monmouthshire at  Newport ; Gertrude Oxenham aged 

at Cardiff ; Winifred Oxenham aged  9 born in Birmingham as was

aged 8 ; Ida Oxenham  aged 7 ;  Frederick Oxenham  himself aged 6 ; Herbert 

and all living in  Great Wigborough Entire.  His mother was Amelia 

born in Wales at Merthyr and his father Frederick J Oxenham aged 

at Rudswith.  He was a farmer in Wigborough. Frederick's medal card 

   Private London Regiment  number 5119 , also a

ion applies when he left the training battalion.:- Private London Regiment 

He is listed under the 6th (Reserve) Battalion in August 1914, which was

It was a training unit, which remained in England and Ireland throughout the w

It is not known which unit he was fighting with prior to his death but it would appear he died 

of wounds rather than killed outright due to the proximity of a medical clearing station close 

 

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

His name appears on the commemorative plaque in Saint Stephen's 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. H. 29.ACHIET

GRAND COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

Rifleman: London Regiment (City of London Rifles) : 6th 

He was one of several children in the village in the 1901 census :- 

Newport ; Gertrude Oxenham aged 

9 born in Birmingham as was  John 

himself aged 6 ; Herbert 

His mother was Amelia 

born in Wales at Merthyr and his father Frederick J Oxenham aged 

at Rudswith.  He was a farmer in Wigborough. Frederick's medal card 

number 5119 , also a  second set 

Private London Regiment 

August 1914, which was in 

It was a training unit, which remained in England and Ireland throughout the war. 

It is not known which unit he was fighting with prior to his death but it would appear he died 

of wounds rather than killed outright due to the proximity of a medical clearing station close 

1919 Victory Medal 

  

His name appears on the commemorative plaque in Saint Stephen's 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. H. 29.ACHIET-LE-



 

 

FRA#CIS Alfred Charles Serjeant: Royal Field Artillery: "D" Battery. 58th Brigade. Age: 

23 Killed in action: 03/06/1917 Service No: 68105 

He was the son of Alfred and Eliza Francis, of Old Hall Lane, Tolleshunt D'arcy, 

Witham, Essex.  The 1901 census shows Alfred Francis aged 

Wigborough. His medal card shows a different service number: 

Field Artillery number 68105 Driver

overseas initially with 37
th
 Brigade on the 23

The 58th Brigade was formed as part of the �ew Kitchener Armies and assigned to 

the 11th Division from its formation in September 1914. The Division came into existence of 

Army Order �o.324, issued on 21st August 1914, authorising the formation 

Divisions of K1. It was formed of volunteers, under the care of the War Office. Initially 

without equipment or arms of any kind, the recruits were judged to be ready by late spring 

1915, and it was ordered to reinforce the beleaguered garris

sailed from Liverpool, landing Alexandria, and on to Mudros, completing concentration by 

28 July 1915.     7 August 1915: landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli.

withdrew from Gallipoli, to Egypt.

war on the Western Front He died in the prelude to the

He was awarded the Allied Victory Medal, The British War Medal and the 1914 Star 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. A. 9. LA CLYTTE MILITARY 

CEMETERY 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Serjeant: Royal Field Artillery: "D" Battery. 58th Brigade. Age: 

23 Killed in action: 03/06/1917 Service No: 68105  

He was the son of Alfred and Eliza Francis, of Old Hall Lane, Tolleshunt D'arcy, 

The 1901 census shows Alfred Francis aged 7 born in Salcott living in Great 

Wigborough. His medal card shows a different service number: - Francis, Alfred C

Field Artillery number 68105 Driver & Royal Field Artillery 68105 Serjeant. He went 

Brigade on the 23
rd
 August 1914. 

The 58th Brigade was formed as part of the �ew Kitchener Armies and assigned to 

the 11th Division from its formation in September 1914. The Division came into existence of 

Army Order �o.324, issued on 21st August 1914, authorising the formation 

Divisions of K1. It was formed of volunteers, under the care of the War Office. Initially 

without equipment or arms of any kind, the recruits were judged to be ready by late spring 

1915, and it was ordered to reinforce the beleaguered garrison on Gallipoli.

sailed from Liverpool, landing Alexandria, and on to Mudros, completing concentration by 

7 August 1915: landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli.     21 December 1915: 

withdrew from Gallipoli, to Egypt.    July 1916: landed at Marseilles, spent remainder of the 

war on the Western Front He died in the prelude to the Battle of Messines 7th

 

He was awarded the Allied Victory Medal, The British War Medal and the 1914 Star 

for France (The "Mons" Medal) 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. A. 9. LA CLYTTE MILITARY 

Serjeant: Royal Field Artillery: "D" Battery. 58th Brigade. Age: 

He was the son of Alfred and Eliza Francis, of Old Hall Lane, Tolleshunt D'arcy, 

7 born in Salcott living in Great 

Francis, Alfred C Royal 

& Royal Field Artillery 68105 Serjeant. He went 

The 58th Brigade was formed as part of the �ew Kitchener Armies and assigned to 

the 11th Division from its formation in September 1914. The Division came into existence of 

Army Order �o.324, issued on 21st August 1914, authorising the formation of the six new 

Divisions of K1. It was formed of volunteers, under the care of the War Office. Initially 

without equipment or arms of any kind, the recruits were judged to be ready by late spring 

on on Gallipoli.     1 July 1915: 

sailed from Liverpool, landing Alexandria, and on to Mudros, completing concentration by 

21 December 1915: 

6: landed at Marseilles, spent remainder of the 

Battle of Messines 7th-14th of June. 

He was awarded the Allied Victory Medal, The British War Medal and the 1914 Star 
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WILLSMORE, Percy. Private Northumberland Fusiliers  22nd (Tyneside Scottish) Bn. 

Age: 25 Died of illness: 05/06/1917 Service No: 47130 

Percy was the son of Mrs. Eliza Willsmo

He had been born in Langford  in 1892 & gave his residence as Braintree on joining. The 

1911 census shows both Percy & his mother living at Stisted. Although the same census 

shows Willsmores at Tollesbury neither

was born in 1857 moved to be with relatives at Tollesbury in her declining years.

The 22nd (Service) Battalion (3rd Tyneside Scottish)
�ovember 1914, by the Lord Mayor and 

Brigade, 34th Division. This Division was originally part of the Fifth �ew Army, and was 

numbered 41st. However, the Fourth �ew Army was broken up in April 1915, and the 

Division was renumbered 34th, part

by public subscription and private projects, and was only taken over by the War Office on 

15th August 1915. The Division moved to France between 7th and 15th January 1916, and 

served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the war

the Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 2 and 3.  ARRAS MEMORIAL 

name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's

plaque at Stisted Church 
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Private Northumberland Fusiliers  22nd (Tyneside Scottish) Bn. 

Age: 25 Died of illness: 05/06/1917 Service No: 47130  

Percy was the son of Mrs. Eliza Willsmore, of East St., Tollesbury, Maldon, Essex. 

He had been born in Langford  in 1892 & gave his residence as Braintree on joining. The 

1911 census shows both Percy & his mother living at Stisted. Although the same census 

shows Willsmores at Tollesbury neither Eliza nor Percy appear. It is believed that Eliza, who 

was born in 1857 moved to be with relatives at Tollesbury in her declining years.

The 22nd (Service) Battalion (3rd Tyneside Scottish) were formed at �ewcastle, 5 
�ovember 1914, by the Lord Mayor and City.  In June 1915 they were attached to the

Brigade, 34th Division. This Division was originally part of the Fifth �ew Army, and was 

numbered 41st. However, the Fourth �ew Army was broken up in April 1915, and the 

Division was renumbered 34th, part of K4. It was formed of many units that had been raised 

by public subscription and private projects, and was only taken over by the War Office on 

15th August 1915. The Division moved to France between 7th and 15th January 1916, and 

on the Western Front throughout the war. He died in the aftermath of 

the Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 

 

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 2 and 3.  ARRAS MEMORIAL 

name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury He is commemorated on a 

Private Northumberland Fusiliers  22nd (Tyneside Scottish) Bn. 

re, of East St., Tollesbury, Maldon, Essex. 

He had been born in Langford  in 1892 & gave his residence as Braintree on joining. The 

1911 census shows both Percy & his mother living at Stisted. Although the same census 

Eliza nor Percy appear. It is believed that Eliza, who 

was born in 1857 moved to be with relatives at Tollesbury in her declining years. 

were formed at �ewcastle, 5 
attached to the 102nd 

Brigade, 34th Division. This Division was originally part of the Fifth �ew Army, and was 

numbered 41st. However, the Fourth �ew Army was broken up in April 1915, and the 

of K4. It was formed of many units that had been raised 

by public subscription and private projects, and was only taken over by the War Office on 

15th August 1915. The Division moved to France between 7th and 15th January 1916, and 

. He died in the aftermath of 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 2 and 3.  ARRAS MEMORIAL His 

He is commemorated on a 



 

 

ROGERS, Herbert Charles. 

Territorial 143 Brigade, 48th Division Killed in Ac

No: 201291 

1/6th Battalion  was a Territorial Unit In August 1914: in Birmingham as part of the 

Warwickshire Brigade, South Midland Division. 13 May 1915: re

Division and 143rd Brigade. It moved

with distinction on the Western Front until 21st �ovember 1917.

involving his unit at the time of his death.

He earned the 1914

He was born and raised in Acocks Green, Birmingham. He was the husband of Ethel 

Bertha Gough (formerly Rogers) of High St. Rowhedge. He enlisted at Birmingham

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 3 ARRAS MEMORIAL

REDGWELL, Willie   Serjeant in the Essex Yeomanry "B" Squadron Age: 27: Died of 

wounds: 02/07/1917:  Service: No: 80124
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Herbert Charles.  Corporal Royal Warwickshire Regiment 1st/6th Battalion. 

Territorial 143 Brigade, 48th Division Killed in Action    Date of Death: 19/06/1917 Service 

was a Territorial Unit In August 1914: in Birmingham as part of the 

Warwickshire Brigade, South Midland Division. 13 May 1915: re-designated the 48th 

Division and 143rd Brigade. It moved to France 22nd March - 1st April 1915, and served 

with distinction on the Western Front until 21st �ovember 1917. There was no major battle 

involving his unit at the time of his death. 

  

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal and the 1914-19 Victory Medal

as born and raised in Acocks Green, Birmingham. He was the husband of Ethel 

Bertha Gough (formerly Rogers) of High St. Rowhedge. He enlisted at Birmingham
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He was the son of William and Rhoda Redgwell, of 4, Bridges Row, Tolleshunt 

Major. The 1901 Census shows him born & living

There are  the following other members of the family born & living there :

aged 48 working as a  Carpenter & Sea Waller, mother Rhoda aged 50, Elizabeth aged 13, 

Annie aged 18. The CD ROM "Soldiers died” confirms he was Born Tolle

enlisted Tolleshunt D'Arcy Died of wounds.

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914

The last major action involving his unit was early April 1917. The Unit War diary 

shows: - "9/4/17 At 11 am. the Division moved out at a moment’s notice towards ARRAS and 

halted at the western entrance to the town on the race course and there watered and fed. 

Early in the afternoon orders were received by the 8th Cav. Brigade to move forward. The 

brigade was preceded by "B" squadron 10th R. Hussars under Capt. Gordon Canning and 

"C" squadron Essex Yeomanry under Maj.Buxton D.S.O. These two squadrons marched to 

the �.W of TILLOY LEZ MOFFLAI�ES. The remainder of the brigade halted at the eastern 

outskirts of ARRAS on the Cavalry track leading parallel and � of the ARRAS CAMBRAI 

road. ORA�GE HILL was still occupied by the Germans and further reconnaissance on the 

part of the leading squadrons of the Brigade was rendered impossible on this account. The 

Brigade moved forward to the �orth West side of TILLOY and after watering in the river 

south of ATHIES bivouacked for the night � of TILLOY. There were frequent snowstorms 

during the evening and night. At 1.30 am on the night of 9th & 10th April the Brigade 

received orders to return to the racecourse ARRAS before light. Water forage and rations 

were able to be obtained at this place.

10/4/17. At 11 a.m. the Brigade moved forward from the race course to a position � 

of TILLY-LEZ-MOFFLAI�ES Capt. Gordon Canning's sq

Maj.Buxton's Squadron E .Yeo reconnoitring towards PELVES on the South of the River 

SCARPE. Patrols sent out by these squadrons reported that the slopes and spurs �orth of 

MO�CHY LE PREUX were still held by the Enemy who brought their

action against these patrols. Captain Gordon Canning's patrol suffering many casualties 

whilst Lieut Wear of the E.Yeo became cut off by the enemy and had to rejoin his unit under 

cover of the darkness. Lt Weatherby E.Yeo was also sent o

all similar, and but for the fact of a very severe and blinding snowstorm which covered the 

retirement of these patrols the casualties would have been greater. Major Buxton was 

wounded by a shell during the afternoon.

Lt.Chaplin taking command of his squadron. The night was passed at FEUCHY 

CAPELLE and a continuous and heavy shelling with high explosive caused many casualties 

amongst horses and some men were killed.

The 10th R.H alone losing about 50 horses and about 10 men

were more fortunate. 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He was the son of William and Rhoda Redgwell, of 4, Bridges Row, Tolleshunt 

Major. The 1901 Census shows him born & living in Tolleshunt Major as an 11 y

the following other members of the family born & living there :-

Carpenter & Sea Waller, mother Rhoda aged 50, Elizabeth aged 13, 

Annie aged 18. The CD ROM "Soldiers died” confirms he was Born Tolleshunt Major, 

enlisted Tolleshunt D'Arcy Died of wounds.  He went to France 24
th
 January 1915.

 

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal  

The last major action involving his unit was early April 1917. The Unit War diary 

t 11 am. the Division moved out at a moment’s notice towards ARRAS and 

halted at the western entrance to the town on the race course and there watered and fed. 

Early in the afternoon orders were received by the 8th Cav. Brigade to move forward. The 

was preceded by "B" squadron 10th R. Hussars under Capt. Gordon Canning and 

"C" squadron Essex Yeomanry under Maj.Buxton D.S.O. These two squadrons marched to 

the �.W of TILLOY LEZ MOFFLAI�ES. The remainder of the brigade halted at the eastern 

f ARRAS on the Cavalry track leading parallel and � of the ARRAS CAMBRAI 

road. ORA�GE HILL was still occupied by the Germans and further reconnaissance on the 

part of the leading squadrons of the Brigade was rendered impossible on this account. The 

moved forward to the �orth West side of TILLOY and after watering in the river 

south of ATHIES bivouacked for the night � of TILLOY. There were frequent snowstorms 

during the evening and night. At 1.30 am on the night of 9th & 10th April the Brigade 

ved orders to return to the racecourse ARRAS before light. Water forage and rations 

were able to be obtained at this place. 

. At 11 a.m. the Brigade moved forward from the race course to a position � 

MOFFLAI�ES Capt. Gordon Canning's squadron 10th R.H., and 

Maj.Buxton's Squadron E .Yeo reconnoitring towards PELVES on the South of the River 

SCARPE. Patrols sent out by these squadrons reported that the slopes and spurs �orth of 

MO�CHY LE PREUX were still held by the Enemy who brought their machine guns into 

action against these patrols. Captain Gordon Canning's patrol suffering many casualties 

whilst Lieut Wear of the E.Yeo became cut off by the enemy and had to rejoin his unit under 

cover of the darkness. Lt Weatherby E.Yeo was also sent out with a patrol and reports were 

all similar, and but for the fact of a very severe and blinding snowstorm which covered the 

retirement of these patrols the casualties would have been greater. Major Buxton was 

wounded by a shell during the afternoon. 

haplin taking command of his squadron. The night was passed at FEUCHY 

CAPELLE and a continuous and heavy shelling with high explosive caused many casualties 

amongst horses and some men were killed. 

The 10th R.H alone losing about 50 horses and about 10 men. The R.H.G and E.Yeo 

He was the son of William and Rhoda Redgwell, of 4, Bridges Row, Tolleshunt 

in Tolleshunt Major as an 11 year old. 

- father  William 

Carpenter & Sea Waller, mother Rhoda aged 50, Elizabeth aged 13, 

shunt Major, 

January 1915. 

The last major action involving his unit was early April 1917. The Unit War diary 

t 11 am. the Division moved out at a moment’s notice towards ARRAS and 

halted at the western entrance to the town on the race course and there watered and fed. 

Early in the afternoon orders were received by the 8th Cav. Brigade to move forward. The 

was preceded by "B" squadron 10th R. Hussars under Capt. Gordon Canning and 

"C" squadron Essex Yeomanry under Maj.Buxton D.S.O. These two squadrons marched to 

the �.W of TILLOY LEZ MOFFLAI�ES. The remainder of the brigade halted at the eastern 

f ARRAS on the Cavalry track leading parallel and � of the ARRAS CAMBRAI 

road. ORA�GE HILL was still occupied by the Germans and further reconnaissance on the 

part of the leading squadrons of the Brigade was rendered impossible on this account. The 

moved forward to the �orth West side of TILLOY and after watering in the river 

south of ATHIES bivouacked for the night � of TILLOY. There were frequent snowstorms 

during the evening and night. At 1.30 am on the night of 9th & 10th April the Brigade 

ved orders to return to the racecourse ARRAS before light. Water forage and rations 

. At 11 a.m. the Brigade moved forward from the race course to a position � 

uadron 10th R.H., and 

Maj.Buxton's Squadron E .Yeo reconnoitring towards PELVES on the South of the River 

SCARPE. Patrols sent out by these squadrons reported that the slopes and spurs �orth of 

machine guns into 

action against these patrols. Captain Gordon Canning's patrol suffering many casualties 

whilst Lieut Wear of the E.Yeo became cut off by the enemy and had to rejoin his unit under 

ut with a patrol and reports were 

all similar, and but for the fact of a very severe and blinding snowstorm which covered the 

retirement of these patrols the casualties would have been greater. Major Buxton was 

haplin taking command of his squadron. The night was passed at FEUCHY 

CAPELLE and a continuous and heavy shelling with high explosive caused many casualties 

. The R.H.G and E.Yeo 
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11/4/17 The Brigade "Stood To" at 5.30 a.m... At 8 a.m. Lt.Col.Whitmore D.S.O 

commanding E.Yeo received orders "to advance" his regiment would be followed 

immediately by the 10th R.H and the R.H.G would be in reserve. The brigade was required to 

carry out the role already prepared for the purpose of seizing and holding the high grounds 

villages and woods on the eastern spurs facing the river SCARPE about 4000 yards E and 

�.E of MO�CHY. These objectives were to be seized in the event of information being 

received that (1) The village of MO�CHY was in the hands of our Infantry and that (2) the 

sunken road leading �. E from MO�CHY to PELVES was in our occupation. Information as 

to �o (1) and that the Infantry were advancing in an easterly direction had already been 

received by Brigadier General C.Bulkeley Johnson A.D.C Commanding 8th Cav.Bde. 

Lt.Colonel Whitmore D.S.O asked for half an hour in which to confer with Brig. Gen. 

Harman D.S.0 Commanding 6th Cav.Bde. Lt.Colonel Burt D.S.O Commanding 3rd Dragoon 

Guards who’s Regiment would be acting on the right and With Lt.Colonel Hardwick D.S.O 

Commanding 10th R.Hussars whose regiment would be acting on the left. At 8.30 a.m. an 

advanced squadron of the Essex Yeo followed by an advanced squadron of the 10th 

R.Hussars under the Command of Lt.Chaplin and Capt.Gordon Canning respectively, each 

with one section of Machine guns advanced over southern end of ORA�GE HILL meeting 

with severe barrage between that point and the enclosures on the �.W. of MO�CHY and at 

the same time meeting with machine Gun Fire which apparently came from the �orth of the 

SCARPE -canal. On this account both leading squadrons changed their direction in a S. 

Easterly direction and entered MO�CHY-LE-PRPDX at the �. Western entrance. At this 

moment the remainder of the two leading Regiments of the Brigade 10th R.Hussars and Essex 

Yeo were crossing the southern portion of ORA�GE HILL where they were met with a heavy 

artillery barrage and suffered some casualties including Maj.Hill and 2nd/Lt White both of 

the Essex Yeomanry. At the �. Eastern entrance of the village only shell fire was met with, 

but many casualties occurred on account of the houses and hard road offering greater 

resistance to the high explosive shell. The two advanced squadrons there proceeded as 

follows:- Essex Yeo via central road leading to the square, and thence by the sunken road 

leading �.E towards PELVES the 10th Royal Hussars following the Essex Yeo to the centre 

of MO�CHY, thence, turning due � until they reached the outskirts of the village. 

On emerging from the village, both these squadrons were held up by machine gun 

fire. By this time the remainder of the two regiments were already in village and the whole 

force of the German Artillery seemed to be concentrated upon it causing many casualties to 

Officers, men and horses. Machine guns and Hotchkiss Automatic Rifles were brought up at 

once from both regiments and distributed in positions surrounding the south east and north 

of the village, covering all entrances and slopes and making two strong points, one in the 

CHATEAU garden and one at the north eastern exit of the village. At this time Col.Hardwick 

D.S.O Commanding 10th R.Hussars with one squadron 10th R.Hussars endeavoured to make 

his way round the northern flank but again met with severe Machine gun Fire on the 

�orthern outskirts of the village and was forced to turn in a south eastern direction through 

the wood. Whilst doing so he was wounded Capt.Greenwood Adjutant 10th R.Hussars was 

wounded immediately afterwards. It was now quite apparent that our Infantry were not 

holding the village, although the scattered remnants of the 111th and 112th Infantry Brigades 

were found in isolated places in and W of the CHATEAU. These were collected and they 

together with the 10
th

 Royal Hussars and Essex Yeo, the whole being under the Command of 

Lieut Col.Whitmore, D.S.O consolidated the positions gained on the �orthern and Eastern 

outskirts of MO�CHY by this time enemy shell and machine gun fire increased to such an 

extent that it appeared to indicate a probable counter attack and many of our Machine Gun 

and Automatic rifles were put out of action. The employment of abandoned Lewis Guns, two 
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of which were found, became necessary. Great difficulty was experienced in moving the led 

horses when it had become apparent that a further advance was impossible. This difficulty 

was due in the first place to casualties already caused which blocked the roads and secondly 

to the fact that so large a number of horses of so many units were seeking the same shelter 

outside the village thus attracting the fire of the enemy Artillery.  

On one occasion the enemy massed in the small copse 1000 yards �.E of the village. 

Communication was difficult and artillery support hard to obtain, but no serious attempt at 

counter attack followed. Throughout the day shelling was heavy which rendered the work of 

consolidating the position difficult. This difficulty was further accentuated by the heavy state 

of the ground and by the fact that a large number of the tool packs had been destroyed. Men 

of the 111th and 112th Infantry Brigades were detailed for the purpose of conveying the 

wounded to the two dressing stations which had been established one at the Chateau by the 

medical Officer of the 10th R.Hussars and the other at the �.W exit of the village by the 

Medical Officer of the Essex Yeo. Many officers of both 10th R.Hussars and Essex Yeo had by 

now been wounded and information had been received to the effect that Brigadier General 

C.Bulkeley Johnson A.D.C Commanding 8th Cav.Bde. had been killed. Communication had 

been established with the 3rd Dragoon Guards on the right early in the day but the left flank 

remained somewhat exposed, and it was only by the employment of men of 111th Infantry 

Brigade that the gap on the left of our line was closed, and communication with the 63rd 

Brigade was established. 

Lord Tweedmouth now commanding the Brigade sent Major the Earl of Pembroke's 

squadron of R.H,G to support the defence, but this Squadron was not able to get into 

MO�CHY Capt Wilson being killed and Lieut Back wounded, also many men and horses of 

this squadron being killed or wounded. 

By 5 p.m. the village was in a fair state of defence, but there were no reserves or 

supports available. Casualties continued throughout the evening both to officers and other 

Ranks, including Major Gold Essex Yeo, Capt. Gosling 10th R.Hussars, and Capt. Gilbey 

Essex Yeo. The greatest difficulty was experienced throughout the day in communication with 

the Brigade by any other means than by dispatch riders who did admirable service 

throughout. The signalling equipment of both regiments was destroyed. 

There were constant visits over the lines from enemy aeroplanes during the day which 

were left to their own devices unmolested except from us. Enemy aeroplanes swooped down 

and shot at the led horses with their Machine Guns. At dusk patrols were sent out from the 

two regiments which established the fact that the enemy were digging themselves in about 

300 yards from the �orth Eastern outskirts of the village and in sectional trenches on the 

forward crest of Hill 100 about 800 yards due East from the village. About midnight the 37th 

Infantry Brigade took over most of the defences of MO�CHY but the remainder could not be 

relieved until the following day owing to the insufficiency of troops. Lt.Colonel.Whitmore 

D.S.O handed over the defence of MO�CHY to Lieut Col.Dawson Commanding West Kent 

regiment. April 11th 12th leaving Captain Palmes 10th R.Hussars in charge of those 

detachments of the 8th Cavalry Brigade .who were unable to be relieved. The casualties 

suffered by E.Yeo during the engagement were as follows:  

Killed: Wounded: Missing: Total. Officers - 13 - 13.Other Ranks 18 94 10 122."     A 

further entry on the 15th April shows "The names of the following �.C.Os and men were 



 

 

placed on record for conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during recent operation at 

MO�CHY. Sergeant Redgewell

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: East of Church. Cemetery: Tolleshunt 

(or Beckingham) Saint. Nicholas Churchyard.

SMITH, Arthur. Private: Essex Regiment 9th Battalion.35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) 

Division. Age: 19 Died of Wounds Date of Death: 08/07/1917 Service No: 19962

9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley,

1914: attached to 35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. This was one of the first �ew Army 

divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was assembled around Colchester (with the 

divisional artillery at Shorncliffe) from la

near Aldershot from February 1915, and the Division moved to France on 29 May 

1915. The Division served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the war.

However, his Division was not invol

He was born in the Isle of Grain in Kent. Son of Mrs. W. Smith, of 49, Old Heath, He 

lived in Fingringhoe & enlisted at Colchester

Entitled to British War and Allied Victory Medals, National Archives file 
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placed on record for conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during recent operation at 

. Sergeant Redgewell , W number 80124 from B squadron " 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: East of Church. Cemetery: Tolleshunt 

(or Beckingham) Saint. Nicholas Churchyard. 

 

Private: Essex Regiment 9th Battalion.35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) 

Age: 19 Died of Wounds Date of Death: 08/07/1917 Service No: 19962

9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, August 1914, as part of K1. August 

1914: attached to 35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. This was one of the first �ew Army 

divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was assembled around Colchester (with the 

divisional artillery at Shorncliffe) from late August 1914. Divisional training was completed 

near Aldershot from February 1915, and the Division moved to France on 29 May 

1915. The Division served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the war.

However, his Division was not involved in a major action at the time of his death.

He was born in the Isle of Grain in Kent. Son of Mrs. W. Smith, of 49, Old Heath, He 

Fingringhoe & enlisted at Colchester 

 

Entitled to British War and Allied Victory Medals, National Archives file ref: WO329/1377

placed on record for conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during recent operation at 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: East of Church. Cemetery: Tolleshunt Major 

Private: Essex Regiment 9th Battalion.35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) 

Age: 19 Died of Wounds Date of Death: 08/07/1917 Service No: 19962 

August 1914, as part of K1. August 

1914: attached to 35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. This was one of the first �ew Army 

divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was assembled around Colchester (with the 

te August 1914. Divisional training was completed 

near Aldershot from February 1915, and the Division moved to France on 29 May - 4 June 

1915. The Division served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the war. 

ved in a major action at the time of his death. 

He was born in the Isle of Grain in Kent. Son of Mrs. W. Smith, of 49, Old Heath, He 

ref: WO329/1377 



 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. O. 17.Cemetery: DUISANS BRITISH 

CEMETERY, ETRUN OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist 

Chapel Fingringhoe 

PIKE, Edward Private:  Northamptonshire Regiment 1st Battalion.2

Division.  Killed in Action Date of Death: 10/07/1917 Service No: 27758

1st Battalion in August 1914 was in Aldershot, as part of 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. 

This Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 1st Division re

the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions.

during a German attack on the 1st �orthamptonshire's position in the Front Line in front of 

�ieuport Bains.  

�ieuport is near the coast of Belgium. It was ju

alongside the Yser River. At the river mouth, the Allies held a small salient north of the river. 

As part of the Flanders offensive in 1917, it was planned that an amphibious landing would 

take place. Tanks and troops from 

the coast between �ieuport and Ostend. This landing was to be supported by an attack out of 

the Yser bridgehead. 

In late June 1917, British troops (1st and 31st Divisions) took over the line on the 

the French. They found that defences were wholly inadequate. The French (quite sensibly) 

recognised that such a small bridgehead would not be worth defending. Their plan was to 

retreat across the barrier of the Yser River in the event of attack.

improve the defences by building dugouts and protective bunkers. The Australian 2nd 

Tunnelling Company was bought in specifically for their experience working in sandy drift.

The Germans caught wind of the change in nationality The

attack on the Yser bridgehead. On 10th July, 1st and 2nd German �aval Divisions 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. O. 17.Cemetery: DUISANS BRITISH 
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Northamptonshire Regiment 1st Battalion.2nd Brigade, 1st 

Killed in Action Date of Death: 10/07/1917 Service No: 27758 

1st Battalion in August 1914 was in Aldershot, as part of 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. 

This Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 1st Division re

the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions.

during a German attack on the 1st �orthamptonshire's position in the Front Line in front of 

�ieuport is near the coast of Belgium. It was just inside the Allied frontlines, 

alongside the Yser River. At the river mouth, the Allies held a small salient north of the river. 

As part of the Flanders offensive in 1917, it was planned that an amphibious landing would 

take place. Tanks and troops from the 1st Division were to land at Middelkerke, which is on 

the coast between �ieuport and Ostend. This landing was to be supported by an attack out of 

In late June 1917, British troops (1st and 31st Divisions) took over the line on the 

the French. They found that defences were wholly inadequate. The French (quite sensibly) 

recognised that such a small bridgehead would not be worth defending. Their plan was to 

retreat across the barrier of the Yser River in the event of attack. The British decided to 

improve the defences by building dugouts and protective bunkers. The Australian 2nd 

Tunnelling Company was bought in specifically for their experience working in sandy drift.

The Germans caught wind of the change in nationality They decided to launch an 

attack on the Yser bridgehead. On 10th July, 1st and 2nd German �aval Divisions 
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nd Brigade, 1st 

1st Battalion in August 1914 was in Aldershot, as part of 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. 

This Division was one of the first Divisions to move to France, the 1st Division remained on 

the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions. He died 

during a German attack on the 1st �orthamptonshire's position in the Front Line in front of 

st inside the Allied frontlines, 

alongside the Yser River. At the river mouth, the Allies held a small salient north of the river. 

As part of the Flanders offensive in 1917, it was planned that an amphibious landing would 

the 1st Division were to land at Middelkerke, which is on 

the coast between �ieuport and Ostend. This landing was to be supported by an attack out of 

In late June 1917, British troops (1st and 31st Divisions) took over the line on the coast from 

the French. They found that defences were wholly inadequate. The French (quite sensibly) 

recognised that such a small bridgehead would not be worth defending. Their plan was to 

The British decided to 

improve the defences by building dugouts and protective bunkers. The Australian 2nd 

Tunnelling Company was bought in specifically for their experience working in sandy drift.  

y decided to launch an 

attack on the Yser bridgehead. On 10th July, 1st and 2nd German �aval Divisions 
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participated in an assault, spearheaded by stormtroopers that virtually annihilated the 

defenders in the bridgehead. Operation Hush, the amphibious landing, never took place 

because the conditions to trigger the landing (i.e. rapid advance along the Passchendaele 

ridge) were never fulfilled.  

Members of the Marine Korps Sturm Battalion attacked through the dunes. The sand 

dunes extend about 500m inland. The storm troopers came down the coast and then got in 

behind the British defenders, who were numbed by the intensity of the artillery barrage.  A 

few survivors, including Lt Col Tollemache were taken prisoner. However, nine men escaped 

by swimming across the canal. Reference Copyright Chris Baker 1996-2010 http://www.1914-

1918.net/BATTLES/hush/strandfest.htm  

The following is from the 

battalion War Diary for the 10th July:- 

The Bosch shelled very heavily starting 

at 6.45 am on Front Line with 5.9s. 

7.45 am barrage lifted to support 

line. 8.45 barrage lifted to SW side of 

Yser. 9.45 am - 9.50 Pause. 9.50 

Barrage on support line. 10.50 am 

Barrage lifted to SW side of Yser. 11.50 

barrage lifted to front line. 11.50- 11.55 

Pause. 11.55 am barrage on SW side of 

Yser. 12.55 pm lifted to support line. 
1.55 pm lifted to front line pause of 10- 

15 minutes. 

From about 2.10 pm to 7 pm, 

when the attack was launched, the front 

and support lines, and the SW side of the 

Yser were continuously bombarded. 

The enemy appears to have made 

his main attack at the point where the 

two battalions touched i.e. the left of the 48th and the right of the 60th. He advanced to this 

point in 3 waves, and on reaching it, split up into 2 parties, one going to the left and the other 

to the right towards Battalion HQ, which was apparently reached in about an hour. the 

enemy evidently employed a creeping barrage, the signal to lift being given by green very 

lights.  

C Company who were in reserve on the right resisted until practically all of them were 

$knocked out, and the remainder almost surrounded. A few of the survivors (8) managed to 

escape by swimming across the canal. the enemy brought machine guns with him, as he swept 

the whole length of the �. W. bank of the Yser from the dunes. Another M. G. apparently near 

Battalion HQ took C company in the flank at 8.30 pm, a party (apparently officers) is 

supposed to have been seen near our Battalion HQ  fighting. 
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The Battalion scout sergeant ( Sgt Mansfield) worked his way round to the HQ of the 

Border Regiment ( 32nd Division), which was the battalion on our right, and informed their 

CO of the situation and that the Germans were working their way behind him. A strong point 

was formed and the advance stopped. 

We lost 20 officers and about 570 men, all missing. The bridges across the Yser were 

of course blown to pieces and only 8 men returned. They all seemed to know very little. Our 

front line was established on the other side of the river. The Royal Sussex and Loyal �orth 

Lancs. took it over. 

 

British troops on the Yser Canal. (C) IWM Q 2635 

The Brigade Report for the 10th July lists the following casualties for all ranks on the 

east side of the Yser not including Machine Gun Company, Trench Mortar Batteries and 

Tunnelling Company as follows:-  

                                                                        Officers                                Other ranks 

1st �orthamptonshire Regiment                    20                                            499 

2nd King’s Royal Rifle Corps                        17                                            455 
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He was the son of Henry Edgar and Mary Ann Pike, of Chapel St., Rowhedge, Essex. 

He enlisted  at Warley Essex. He was born in Wivenhoe. The 1901 Census shows an 

extended family at Wivenhoe, the only Pikes living locally to East Donyland. Including 

siblings & cousins are :- Edward Pike himself, aged 16 born & living at  Wivenhoe  He 

worked as a Joiner on Ships .Dora Pike 2 months, Claude Pike aged 2,  Percy also aged 2, 

Albert Pike  aged 4,  Ivy Pike aged 5, Harry Pike  aged 4, Edgar Pike aged 8, Dorothy Pike 

aged 10, Ada Pike 19, all born & living at  Wivenhoe . 

His mother  Mary Pike was aged 28, born Wivenhoe living in  Colchester,  working as 

an Assistant; while  his father, Henry Pike was aged 36 born & living at  Wivenhoe,  working 

as a Mariner His grandmother, Mary Pike 50 born & living at  Wivenhoe & 

grandfather   Henry Pike 53 born  in Suffolk at  Ipswich living in Wivenhoe  and  working as 

a Shipwright. Also  an uncle, William Pike aged 33  born in Suffolk  at Ipswich living in 

Wivenhoe working as a Mariner Yachtsman and Caroline Pike aged 31 born & living 

at  Wivenhoe  

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal and the1914-19 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead NIEUPORT MEMORIAL 

  

WE#DO#, Benjamin. Private 35146 Essex Regiment 13
th
 Battalion 6th Brigade, 2nd 

Division. He was killed in action on Tuesday 24
th
 July 1917. Aged 32 He was born Wakes 

Colne 
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 He was the son of Frederick and Elizabeth Wendon, of Wakes Colne, Essex. He lived 

at Abberton with his wife Agnes. Post war in 1920, his widow remarried to Charles William 

Watling and at that time her address is given as Borleys Cottages, Abberton.   

His widow lived to the age of 77 and died 29th August 1965. She is buried on the South side 

of Saint Andrew's Churchyard. The 1901 Census shows that Ben had a sister Elizabeth 21, 

and brothers George 13 - a farm labourer and James 18 - a stockman. His father is listed as a 

boot maker. 

 

This is a picture of Edward Wendon, the son of Benjamin, taken at Langenhoe School. 

Ben had previously been enrolled with the Suffolk Regiment as Private 28356 (*). 

However, he was called up to serve with the 13th Battalion of The Essex Regiment.  

 

He earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. 

The 13th Battalion were raised by the Mayor of the Borough of West Ham on the 27th 

December 1914. They moved to France 17th �ovember 1915. During 1916, they were 

involved in the Battle of the Somme and subsequently saw action in Delville Wood and the 

Ancre Offensive. At the time of his death, the 13th Battalion were holding the front line South 

of Ypres between there and Arras. The following are abstracts from the War Diary of the 

unit:- 

"21st July 1917 Battalion holding line. Consolidation & repairs to trenches 

continued. Enemy snipers & machine guns active, also our machine guns. Usual patrols sent 

out. 

 22nd July: Battalion holding line. Enemy quiet during night but intermittently shelled 

Front Line & Richmond Terrace during the day with Trench Mortars and 4.2s. Consolidation 

of trenches continued. Wiring parties active.  

23rd July: Battalion holding line. Intermittent shelling by both sides. Consolidation of 

line continued. 1 Other rank killed. 1 Other Rank wounded. (Presumably the casualty is Ben, 

as on the next day they are relieved and no other casualty is listed.) 24th July Battalion 

relieved by 17th Middlesex Regiment and took over the Support Area as follows:- 

D Company Givenchy Keeps under O.C. 1st Kings: A Company under O.C. 17th 

Middlesex: B & C Companies to Billets at Windy Corner." 



 

 

He is commemorated on the War Memorial at WAKES COLNE and GORRE BRITISH 

AND INDIAN CEMETERY, Pas de Calais. His grave is IV.C.16.

FOOKES: Joshua Thomas. Gunner: Royal Garrison Artillery: 214th Siege Battery.14th 

Brigade Fourth Army Age: 20 Killed in Action

146949 

Joshua Fookes was known locally as "Bubs". He was born at the Forge on Pigsfoot 

Green and lived in Fingringhoe. He was the son of Thomas. and Emma Fookes, of Forge, 

Fingringhoe. He used to blow the organ in Church every Sunday. He enlisted at Colchester at 

the outbreak of war. He and a group of young friends, some only 16, went to the Recruiting 

Office at the Hythe. The sergeant told them to go home to their mothers. Joshua, of a quick 

and independent turn of mind, replied that he had volunteered, and now if the Army ever 

wanted him, they must force him to go. For a while he was exempted because of his trade,

but was eventually sent to France with the Royal Garrison Artillery. Within three months he 

was dead killed with the others of his gun crew by a direct hit.

The Fookes family had been village blacksmiths since 1470. Unfortunately changing 

times meant that with horses giving way to tractors on the land that the forge closed after the 

Second World War and was demolished in the 1970s. Joshua was the youngest of three 

brothers, the others being William and Joe. His brother William was a corporal in the Army 

Service Corps. There were several sisters though. 1901 Census shows Ellen Fookes 9, Violet 

Fookes 12, Maude Fookes 18 

He was christened in January 1897 as Joshua Thomas son of Tom & Emma Jane by 

Rev. C Walker. He had been bor
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He is commemorated on the War Memorial at WAKES COLNE and GORRE BRITISH 

AND INDIAN CEMETERY, Pas de Calais. His grave is IV.C.16. 

 

Gunner: Royal Garrison Artillery: 214th Siege Battery.14th 

Brigade Fourth Army Age: 20 Killed in Action    Date of Death: 27/07/1917 Service No: 

Joshua Fookes was known locally as "Bubs". He was born at the Forge on Pigsfoot 

inghoe. He was the son of Thomas. and Emma Fookes, of Forge, 

Fingringhoe. He used to blow the organ in Church every Sunday. He enlisted at Colchester at 

the outbreak of war. He and a group of young friends, some only 16, went to the Recruiting 

e Hythe. The sergeant told them to go home to their mothers. Joshua, of a quick 

and independent turn of mind, replied that he had volunteered, and now if the Army ever 

wanted him, they must force him to go. For a while he was exempted because of his trade,

but was eventually sent to France with the Royal Garrison Artillery. Within three months he 

was dead killed with the others of his gun crew by a direct hit. 

The Fookes family had been village blacksmiths since 1470. Unfortunately changing 

with horses giving way to tractors on the land that the forge closed after the 

Second World War and was demolished in the 1970s. Joshua was the youngest of three 

brothers, the others being William and Joe. His brother William was a corporal in the Army 

rvice Corps. There were several sisters though. 1901 Census shows Ellen Fookes 9, Violet 

 all born & living at Fingringhoe 

He was christened in January 1897 as Joshua Thomas son of Tom & Emma Jane by 

Rev. C Walker. He had been born 9th November 1896. 

 

He is commemorated on the War Memorial at WAKES COLNE and GORRE BRITISH 

Gunner: Royal Garrison Artillery: 214th Siege Battery.14th 

Date of Death: 27/07/1917 Service No: 

Joshua Fookes was known locally as "Bubs". He was born at the Forge on Pigsfoot 

inghoe. He was the son of Thomas. and Emma Fookes, of Forge, 

Fingringhoe. He used to blow the organ in Church every Sunday. He enlisted at Colchester at 

the outbreak of war. He and a group of young friends, some only 16, went to the Recruiting 

e Hythe. The sergeant told them to go home to their mothers. Joshua, of a quick 

and independent turn of mind, replied that he had volunteered, and now if the Army ever 

wanted him, they must force him to go. For a while he was exempted because of his trade, 

but was eventually sent to France with the Royal Garrison Artillery. Within three months he 

The Fookes family had been village blacksmiths since 1470. Unfortunately changing 

with horses giving way to tractors on the land that the forge closed after the 

Second World War and was demolished in the 1970s. Joshua was the youngest of three 

brothers, the others being William and Joe. His brother William was a corporal in the Army 

rvice Corps. There were several sisters though. 1901 Census shows Ellen Fookes 9, Violet 

He was christened in January 1897 as Joshua Thomas son of Tom & Emma Jane by 



 

 

 He earned the 1914 – 15 Star, the 1914

Old Tom, the father died in 1945 aged 80. The shipwright's anvil from the forge 

stands on Pigsfoot Green as a memorial to the family. The inscription reads:

Council of Fingringhoe This anvil was presented in 1980 by W. B. Fookes, who was the la

of his family who had been blacksmiths since before

this green. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. B. 5. Cemetery: VLAMERTINGHE NEW 
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15 Star, the 1914- 20 War Medal and the 1914-1919 Victory Medal,

Old Tom, the father died in 1945 aged 80. The shipwright's anvil from the forge 

stands on Pigsfoot Green as a memorial to the family. The inscription reads:

This anvil was presented in 1980 by W. B. Fookes, who was the la

of his family who had been blacksmiths since before  A. D. 1470 at a forge situated opposite 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. B. 5. Cemetery: VLAMERTINGHE NEW 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

1919 Victory Medal,  

   

Old Tom, the father died in 1945 aged 80. The shipwright's anvil from the forge 

stands on Pigsfoot Green as a memorial to the family. The inscription reads:- The Parish 

This anvil was presented in 1980 by W. B. Fookes, who was the last 

A. D. 1470 at a forge situated opposite 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VIII. B. 5. Cemetery: VLAMERTINGHE NEW 
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THE BATTLE OF LA#GEMARCK  16-18th August 1917. 

 

 WAKELA#D, Benjamin John: He was a Private in the Royal 

Inniskilling Fusiliers 8th Battalion. Formerly with the 3/19th London Regiment (Service 

Number 5213) Age: 32 Killed in Action    Date of Death: 16/08/1917 Service No: 43770 

The action in which Benjamin was killed was one of the series of battles that took 

place in Flanders in the summer and autumn of 1917, which collectively is known as the 

Third Battle of Ypres. The action in which he met his death was the Battle of Langemarck.  

 The British attacks in the summer and autumn of 1917 took place in the wettest 

weather in seventy-five years. The vital drainage channels of this low-lying area of Belgium 

were pounded out of existence by the British and German artillery. The water table of the 

Ypres salient turned into the sea of mud and blood that became known as Passchendaele, 

after the village that crowns the horseshoe of ridges that lie to the east of Ypres. The village 

is only 6 miles from the offensive's start line near Ypres but it took the British, Canadian, 

Australian, �ew Zealand and |South African troops four and a half months to reach that 

goal. This journey, short in distance but agonisingly long in time, cost three hundred 

thousand British and Empire casualties. Benjamin  was one of these. 

 The 7th and 8th battalions of Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers formed the 49th Brigade. 

This brigade and the 47th and 48th Brigades formed the 16
th

 (Irish) Division.   

The Battle of Langemarck began on the morning of 16th August 1917 at 4.45, with a 

tremendous artillery barrage. �ot only were the many German strong points bombarded, but 

a creeping barrage was laid to keep the defenders' heads down as the British infantry 

advanced. The speed of the barrage advance would have been calculated to be the same as 

the infantry's pace. An enemy counter-barrage fell behind the British front line and was not a 

problem for the 8th Inniskillings, but a furious storm of machine-gun fire and snipers' bullets 

met them shortly after they had begun their attack.  In accordance with the Operation Order 

the initial objective line for the 16th Division lay about a mile away. But first, reinforced 

concrete forts and pill-boxes had to be captured. The fortification in front of Benjamin's 8th 
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battalion was Borry Farm. This was a strongpoint consisting of three concrete dugouts linked 

by a breastwork. It was garrisoned by at least 100 men and five machine-guns. Borry Farm 

were covered from Hills 35 and 37, and from the Potsdam and Bremen redoubts near 

Zonnebeke. A and B companies of the 8th Battalion outflanked Borry Farm and managed to 

advance about 800 yards. German counter-attack inflicted heavy casualties on these 

companies, killing, wounding, or capturing all but 30 men. C company launched frontal and 

flank attacks on Borry Farm and were reduced to a remnant that took cover in shell holes 50 

yards to the west. Increasing German pressure led to the withdrawal of all survivors of the 

Battalion to their original positions. The battalion had suffered over 60% casualties. At the 

end of the day, the 16th Division was back where it had started. 

 

German prisoners captured in the Battles of Ypres, 1917. being marched to railhead. �ear 

Proven, 16th August 1917 (C) IWM Q 2718 

  The Battle of Langemarck began on the morning of 16th August 1917 at 4.45, with a 

tremendous artillery barrage. �ot only were the many German strong points bombarded, but 

a creeping barrage was laid to keep the defenders' heads down as the British infantry 

advanced. The speed of the barrage advance would have been calculated to be the same as 

the infantry's pace. An enemy counter-barrage fell behind the British front line and was not a 

problem for the 8th Inniskillings, but a furious storm of machine-gun fire and snipers' bullets 

met them shortly after they had begun their attack.  In accordance with the Operation Order 

the initial objective line for the 16th Division lay about a mile away. But first, reinforced 

concrete forts and pill-boxes had to be captured. The fortification in front of Benjamin's 8th 

battalion was Borry Farm. This was a strongpoint consisting of three concrete dugouts linked 

by a breastwork. It was garrisoned by at least 100 men and five machine-guns. Borry Farm 

were covered from Hills 35 and 37, and from the Potsdam and Bremen redoubts near 

Zonnebeke. A and B companies of the 8th Battalion outflanked Borry Farm and managed to 

advance about 800 yards. German counter-attack inflicted heavy casualties on these 

companies, killing, wounding, or capturing all but 30 men. C company launched frontal and 

flank attacks on Borry Farm and were reduced to a remnant that took cover in shell holes 50 

yards to the west. Increasing German pressure led to the withdrawal of all survivors of the 

Battalion to their original positions. The battalion had suffered over 60% casualties. At the 

end of the day, the 16th Division was back where it had started. 
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He earned the 1914- 20 War Medal and the 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Stacey Wood's shop where Ben worked is the one with the man with white overalls. 

He was the eldest son of Benjamin John and Annie Elizabeth Wakeland, of High St., 

Rowhedge, Colchester, Essex. He enlisted in London. In the 1881 Census his parents are 

shown as Benjamin aged 28 working as a shoemaker and Annie aged 27, living at that time at 

"Mount Pleasant", Church Street. Benjamin himself was formerly in the employ of Mr Stacey 

Wood, grocer, of Wivenhoe & Rowhedge and 12 years with Messrs I & R Morley, woollen 

merchants, London. He had enlisted 18 months prior to his death & had served 6 months in 

France.   

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 70 to 72 TYNE COT 

MEMORIAL 
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COLLISO#, Samuel Joseph. Private; South Staffordshire Regiment 7th Battalion. 11th 

Division Killed in Action    Date of Death: 17/08/1917 Service No: 40157 

 

Artist's impression of British troops entering Langemarck 16th August 1917 

7th (Service) Battalion was formed at Lichfield, August 1914, as part of K1.  In 

August 1914 it was attached to 33rd Brigade, 11th (�orthern) Division. The Division came 

into existence under Army Order �o.324, issued on 21st August 1914, authorising the 

formation of the six new Divisions of K1. It was formed of volunteers, under the care of the 

War Office. Initially without equipment or arms of any kind, the recruits were judged to be 

ready by late Spring 1915, and it was ordered to reinforce the beleaguered garrison on 

Gallipoli. On the 21 December 1915 , the Division withdrew from Gallipoli, to Egypt . In July 

1916 the Division landed at Marseilles & spent remainder of the war on the Western Front. 

The last major action before his death involving his Division was the Battle of Langemarck 

16-18th August 1917. 

Soldiers died shows he was born and lived in Fingringhoe and enlisted at Colchester. 

1901 Census shows the family as long term residents of Fingringhoe:-Ellen Collison aged 

3M born at Stanway living at Fingringhoe .Naomi Collison 7, Jesse Collison 9, Samuel 

Collison 13 born & living at Fingringhoe. Emma Collison 17 ,Ellen Collison 21 both born & 

living at Fingringhoe  and working as  General Servants Walter Collison 23,  Frederick 

Collison 25 & Archibald Collison 26 born & living at Fingringhoe working as Farm 

Labourers.  Mother was Emma Collison 52 born at Peldon & father Arch bold Collison aged 

57 born East Donyland living at Fingringhoe working as a Farm Labourer.  

 



 

 

He was entitled to the 1914-15 Star, the War Medal 1914 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XI. B. 4.NEW IRISH FARM CEMETERY 

EASTER, William.  He was a

Battalion.43rd Brigade, 14th (Light) Division. Age: 33

260227): Killed in Action: 23/08/1917 

He was born in Rowhedge. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs W Easter, of 18, Campbell 

St. Southampton. He enlisted in Sou

Regiment. Service Number 2431326th (Service) Battalion

The 6th Battalion was formed at Bodmin, August 1914, as part of K1. August 1914 : 

attached to 43rd Brigade, 14th (Light) Division. It appears Willia

at a later date, presumably as a replacement for casualties. At the time of his death, his 

Division had just been involved in the Battle of Langemarck 

 He was entitled to the War Medal 1914 
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15 Star, the War Medal 1914 -20 and the Victory Medal 1914

1919. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XI. B. 4.NEW IRISH FARM CEMETERY 

 

He was a Private in the Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry 6th 

Battalion.43rd Brigade, 14th (Light) Division. Age: 33 Service No: 260027 (possibly 

Killed in Action: 23/08/1917  

He was born in Rowhedge. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs W Easter, of 18, Campbell 

St. Southampton. He enlisted in Southampton & was formerly serving with the Hampshire 

Regiment. Service Number 2431326th (Service) Battalion   

The 6th Battalion was formed at Bodmin, August 1914, as part of K1. August 1914 : 

attached to 43rd Brigade, 14th (Light) Division. It appears William was transferred to them 

at a later date, presumably as a replacement for casualties. At the time of his death, his 

Division had just been involved in the Battle of Langemarck - 16th - 18th August 1917. 

 

He was entitled to the War Medal 1914 -20 and the Victory Medal 1914

20 and the Victory Medal 1914-

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XI. B. 4.NEW IRISH FARM CEMETERY  

ght Infantry 6th 

Service No: 260027 (possibly 

He was born in Rowhedge. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs W Easter, of 18, Campbell 

thampton & was formerly serving with the Hampshire 

The 6th Battalion was formed at Bodmin, August 1914, as part of K1. August 1914 : 

m was transferred to them 

at a later date, presumably as a replacement for casualties. At the time of his death, his 

18th August 1917.  

he Victory Medal 1914-1919. 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 80 to 82 and 163A Cemetery: TYNE 

COT MEMORIAL     

THE  PASSCHE#DAELE  CAMPAIG#. 

The Battle of Pilkem, 31 July - 2 August 1917. 

 

OTWAY Frank Cypis.  Private: The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment): 11th 

Battalion. Killed in action: 01/08/1917 Service No: G/38506 formerly number 4301 Essex 

Regiment 

He was born, resided & enlisted at Tolleshunt D'Arcy. The 1901 census shows him as 

aged 8 born & living at Tolleshunt D'Arcy. The 1901 census shows his father Morris aged 64 

and as the Veterinary Surgeon. His mother as Ellyn aged 45 & his sister Clara aged 21 living 

at home. His brothers were Stanley a bricklayer aged 18, Claude aged 15 a horse boy & 

Leonard aged 15. 

The 11th (Service) Battalion (Lambeth) was formed at Lambeth on 16 June 1915 by 

the Mayor and Borough of Lambeth. As of June 1915: attached to 123rd Brigade, 41st 

Division. The Division moved to France by 6th May 1916. Commanded throughout its life by 

Major-General S. T. B. Lawford, who was CO of the 22nd Brigade, 7th Division in its early 

days, the 41st Division became a highly dependable fighting unit. All units were concentrated 

near Steenwerck, and the Division began familiarisation with trench warfare in the areas of 

Ploegsteert and the Douve valley, south of Ypres, where it remained until August 1916. 

The Battle of Pilkem, 31 July to 2 August 1917. In the end, none of the strategic 

ambitions were achieved. There was no breakthrough. As on the Somme, the fight bogged 

down into a yard-by-yard, bitter struggle. Many said at the time that it should be halted and 

one of the most serious enduring criticisms of Haig remains that he pressed on too long and 

at terrible human cost for both sides. By early �ovember, Passchendaele - a matter of a few 
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miles from the start - had been captured. A tactical position even worse than that before the 

battle was now being held by the British 

Casualties: - British losses during the period 31 July to 10 �ovember 1917 were 

reported to the Supreme War Council on 25 February 1918. The figures used at that time 

were 244,897 killed, wounded, missing and sick. This includes casualties of German air raids 

behind the fighting zone. German casualties have never been reported in detail. The British 

Official History speculates that enemy losses were about 400,000. 

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 11 - 13 and 14. : YPRES (MENIN 

GATE) MEMORIAL 

 

BALDWI# Ernest Robert Private: Northamptonshire Regiment: 2nd Battalion. Age: 28 

Died of wounds; 18/08/1917 Service No: 26912  

Husband of Olive Ruth Baldwin, of The Street, Salcott, near Witham, Essex. He was 

born in Peldon. He died of wounds.  

 The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Alexandria, Egypt. Returned to England, 

landing October 1914 when it was attached to 24th Brigade, 8th Division. The 8th Division 

was formed during October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from 

various points around the British Empire. The Division moved to the Western Front in 



 

 

�ovember 1914, a badly-needed reinforcement to the BEF

at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front throughout the war.

The Battles of Ypres 1917 also known as the Third Battle of Ypres or 

"Passchendaele". British losses during the period 31 July to 10 �ovember 1917 were 

reported to the Supreme War Council on 25 February 1918. The figures used at that time 

were 244,897 killed, wounded, missing and sick. This includes casualties of German air raids 

behind the fighting zone. 

1914-20 War Medal

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. J. 16. BRANDHOEK NEW MILITARY 

CEMETERY No.3 He is listed on the Layer

SMITH MM Walter.  Serjeant: Essex Regiment: 1st Battalion. 

Service No: 19031 Awards: Military Meda

He was born in Salcott, enlisted at Warley and was a resident of Brentwood. He 

served in France and Flanders He died of wounds,

The 1st Battalion had been serving in India on the 18 January 1915 it was attached to 88th 

Brigade, 29th Division.  
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needed reinforcement to the BEF which had been all but wiped out 

at Ypres. They remained on the Western Front throughout the war. 

The Battles of Ypres 1917 also known as the Third Battle of Ypres or 

"Passchendaele". British losses during the period 31 July to 10 �ovember 1917 were 

ted to the Supreme War Council on 25 February 1918. The figures used at that time 

were 244,897 killed, wounded, missing and sick. This includes casualties of German air raids 

 

20 War Medal    1914-19 Victory Medal 

nwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. J. 16. BRANDHOEK NEW MILITARY 

CEMETERY No.3 He is listed on the Layer-de-la-Haye Memorial 

 

Serjeant: Essex Regiment: 1st Battalion.  Died of wounds: 25/08/1917 

Service No: 19031 Awards: Military Medal  

He was born in Salcott, enlisted at Warley and was a resident of Brentwood. He 

served in France and Flanders He died of wounds,  

The 1st Battalion had been serving in India on the 18 January 1915 it was attached to 88th 

which had been all but wiped out 

The Battles of Ypres 1917 also known as the Third Battle of Ypres or 

"Passchendaele". British losses during the period 31 July to 10 �ovember 1917 were 

ted to the Supreme War Council on 25 February 1918. The figures used at that time 

were 244,897 killed, wounded, missing and sick. This includes casualties of German air raids 

 

nwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. J. 16. BRANDHOEK NEW MILITARY 

Died of wounds: 25/08/1917 

He was born in Salcott, enlisted at Warley and was a resident of Brentwood. He 

The 1st Battalion had been serving in India on the 18 January 1915 it was attached to 88th 
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The Division was formed during January to March 1915, by bringing together units 

of the regular army that were on garrison and similar duties around the British Empire when 

war began. Training and mobilisation took place in the Midlands, in the area Warwick-

Leamington-�uneaton-Rugby. The Division was initially earmarked for the Western Front, 

but was eventually selected for the attempt in the Dardanelles.16 March 1915 : sailed from 

Avonmouth, landing in Egypt two weeks later 10 April 1915 : moved to Mudros.  

25 April 1915: landed on Gallipoli, at Cape Helles. Took part in the Battles for 

Krithia and the Achi Baba heights 

2 January 1916: withdrawn from Gallipoli and moved to Egypt and on the 29 March 

1916 they landed at Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front. Just prior to his death 

they were involved in the Battle of "Passchendaele". The opening of the battle is officially 

known as The Battle of Pilkem, 31 July - 2 August 1917. 

 

Military Medal; 1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

His Majesty the KING- has been graciously pleased to award the Military Medal for 

bravery in the Field to the under-mentioned Ladies, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men :- 

19031 Sjt. W. Smith, Essex E. (Brentwood). 9612  SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON 

GAZETTE, 17 SEPTEMBER, 1917. 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XXII. Q. 8. Cemetery: ETAPLES MILITARY 

CEMETERY 
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WATSHAM, William Ransom Private aged 18:Manchester Regiment 

19th Battalion. 90th Brigade, 30th Division Date of Death: 27/08/1917 Service No: 51218 

19th (Service) Battalion (4th City) was formed in Manchester on 28 August 1914, by 

the Lord Mayor and City. In  April 1915 it was attached to 90th Brigade, 30th Division on 

the 21 December .This Division  was formed of many units that had been raised by public 

subscription and private projects, and was only taken over by the War Office on 27th August 

1915. The Division moved to France in �ovember 1915. It served on the Western Front with 

distinction throughout the war. The Battle of Pilckem was fought by this Division between 

31st July & 2nd August 1917.   

  

His parents & sisters 

He was the son of William and Esther Watsham, of Fingringhoe Haye, Colchester. 

The family came to Fingringhoe round about 1825, when John Watsham and Maria Clark, 

both born in Alresford, and who had been married at Langenhoe in 1825, settled in the 

village. Most members of the family seem to have lived at The Haye.  

John was a mole-catcher, and the family carried on as mole-catchers until the end of 

the 19th century. John’s sons Henry (1833-1878) and William (1835-1910) were both mole-
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catchers, although son George (1837-1914) moved to Hythe Hill in Colchester and became a 

boot maker (shoemaking was the other main trade followed by the Watsham family in 

general). John’s grandson William Watsham (1861-1939) was described as a mole-catcher up 

to and including 1891, but in 1901 was a general labourer. He married Esther Roper of East 

Donyland in 1887. Three of their four sons were to serve in World War One. 

1901 Census shows the family at Fingringhoe as:-William Watsham  aged 2 ,Harold 

Watsham  aged 4 Ellen Watsham  aged 8, Albert Watsham aged 10 Lily Watsham aged 12 

Ethel Watsham  aged 13 born & living at Fingringhoe . His mother Esther Watsham aged 34 

born East Donyland living at Fingringhoe & his father William Watsham aged 39 born & 

living at Fingringhoe working as a General Labourer. (Spelling in actual document was 

Watsham) 

William Ransom Watsham enlisted at Colchester. He was awarded (posthumously) 

the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. (The medal roll card gives no further details.) 

William Ransom Watsham has no living descendants. 

 

1914-20 War Medal     1914-19 Victory Medal 

His brother Harold Frederick Watsham (1896- c. 1945) was born on 4
th
 June 1896. He 

was a Private in the Essex Regiment, and was awarded the British War Medal and the 

Victory Medal. (The medal roll card gives no further details.) Harold married Jessie Cook in 

1919 and the couple remained in the Colchester area and had eight children; Harold died in 

about 1945 (death registered March quarter of 1945). One of his sons Dennis Harold 

Watsham died on 6
th
 December 1944 after his ship, HMS Bullpen, was torpedoed; Dennis is 

buried at Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery. 

  His other brother, who served in WW1, Albert William Watsham, was born on 5
th
 

April 1890. He served in the 8
th
 Hussars as a shoeing-smith. He first entered a theatre of war 

on 11
th
 November 1914, and was awarded the 1914 Star, the British War Medal and the 

Victory Medal. Albert married Annie E. Lee in 1920 and the couple remained in the 

Colchester area and had eleven children; he died in 1954  
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Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead. William did not die from enemy action but due to 

illness. Grave Reference: P. II. H. 1B.Cemetery: ST. SEVER CEMETERY EXTENSION, 

ROUEN note grave stone has spelling “Watcham” 

 

WHITI#G,  Arthur George.   Private: Worcestershire Regiment 1st/8th Battalion.144th 

Brigade, 48th Division. Age: 19 Killed in action: 27/08/1917 Service No: 260181 

He was the son of Anna Whiting, of Whitaker's Cottage, Peldon, Colchester, and the 

late George Whiting. He had been born in Wigborough, resided in Peldon & enlisted in 

Colchester. He had originally joined up in the Essex regiment with service number 202038. 

The 1/8th Battalion in August 1914 was in Worcester. The Battalion formed part of 

Gloucester and Worcester Brigade, South Midland Division.  On the 31 March 1915 they 

landed at Boulogne and proceeded to the Western Front.  as of the 15 May 1915 

the  formation became the 144th Brigade, 48th Division. The Division was a formation 

created by the establishment of the Territorial Force in 1908. It moved to France 22nd 

March - 1st April 1915, and served with distinction on the Western Front until 21st 

�ovember 1917. It was involved in the Battle of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 

1916). The Division held the line between the 56th (London) and the 31st Divisions, both of 

which were heavily engaged at Gommecourt and Serre respectively. Two of the battalions of 

the Division attacked on 1 July 1916, and suffered heavy casualties. At the time of his death 

the Battalion were not involved in any major battles. He was however, killed in action. 

 

Arthur earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 75 to 77. TYNE COT MEMORIAL 
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ABBOTT, William Henry Westlake. Private: London Regiment  2nd/7th 

Battalion.  attached to the 174th Infantry Brigade. Light Trench Mortar Battery  Age: 27 

Killed in action: 20/09/1917 Service No: 35278  

He was the son of Abraham and Mary Ann Abbott, of Woodrope Rd., Tollesbury, 

Maldon, Essex.  He was born in Tollesbury enlisted in 1915 and resided in East Ham.  He 

joined up in 1915.  He served with the trench mortar section. He was killed in action and 

served in France & Flanders in the aftermath of the Third Battle of Ypres or "Passchendaele" 

2/7th (City of London) Battalion Territorial Force was formed in London in 

September 1914. By �ovember 1914 it was included in the 2/2nd London Brigade, 2/1st 

London Division. May 1915 this formation became 174th Brigade, 58th Division.  

On 15th August 1914, orders were issued to separate the 'home service' men from 

those who had undertaken to serve overseas, with the intention of forming reserves made up 

of those who had not so volunteered. On 31st August, authority was given to establish a 2nd-

Line Division for each of the 1st-Line where more than 60% of the men had volunteered. 

These Divisions were formed from late 1914, although the permissible strength of a 2nd-Line 

unit was only half of the normal establishment. This was raised to full establishment early in 

1915, after which many of them were sent overseas, with some playing important parts in the 

fighting. On 24th �ovember 1914, it was decided to replace each overseas-service unit which 

proceeded abroad with its reserve unit; and directly this happened, a second reserve unit, or 

3rd-Line, would be formed. 

After many of the original units of the First-Line London Division had been despatched for 

duties in Malta and France (by January 1915), the Divisional HQ and the remaining units 

transferred to join the newly-formed Second-Line 2/1st London Division. The artillery did not 

join the 2nd-Line Division until August 1915, when the Division was first concentrated near 

Ipswich. The Division was re-designated 58th Division in the same month. 

The Second-Line Territorial Force units were possibly the worst-off of all, as regards 

equipment and other supplies, especially artillery. It was not until mid-1916 that Lee-Enfield 

.303" rifles were received. The complete Division moved to France between 20th January 

and 8th February 1917, and thereafter served on the Western Front. 

 Following his death his parents received sympathetic letters from the Captain and one 

of his mates and they bore testimony to the esteem in which their son was held by the officers 

and men of his company. 
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1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XX. A. 19: TYNE COT CEMETERY 

 

  'SAVILLE, Frank Albert. Private, 9th Battalion. Essex Regiment. 

14 Platoon “D” Company       35th Brigade: 12th Division  Died of wounds 9 October 1917. 

Aged 22.  Service Number 43611  
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He was the son of William and Alice Saville, of 91, Mersea Rd., Colchester. A family group;- 

Back row Brother, Clarence W. born 1892 in Bocking. Served in the Royal Engineers with 

service number 164745. Father, William born 1869 in Braintree employed as a shoemaker. 

Brother, Norris born 1894 in Colchester. He served in the Royal Engineers Signal Company 

with number 65566. Frank was 1896 in Colchester. Middle row:- Mother, Alice born 

1868.Brother, Leslie born 1903 in Colchester. Grandmother Front row: - sisters Grace born 

1898 & Elsie born 1901 both in Colchester 

 

The 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, August 1914, as part of K1 It was 

attached to 35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. He enlisted at Colchester 

He joined the 9th (Service) Battalion which was formed at Warley, August 1914, as 

part of K1. and was attached to 35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. The training was 

completed near Aldershot by 20 February 1915. The Division then moved to France on 29 

May - 1 June 1915 and after two days rest near Boulogne, moved to concentrate near St 

Omer and by 6 June had moved to the Meteren-Steenwerck area. The Division was heavily 
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involved with the fighting between the 29th September & 15th �ovember 1915 in the Battle of 

Loos. Afterwards, between 12 December 1915 and 18 January 1916 in a quiet period of 

trench-holding, the Division nonetheless suffered the loss of 102 officers and 670 men killed, 

wounded or missing. 

Thereafter his division was involved in a number of battles:- 1st July - 18th �ovember 

1916 : The First Battle of the Scarpe - 9th - 14th April 1917 :The Third Battle of the Scarpe - 

3rd - 4th May 1917: The Capture of Roeux - 13th - 14th May 1917. Between 17 May and 19 

October 1917, the Division held positions east of Monchy le Preux, mounting several raids 

and small scale attacks and beating off some made against them, notably in the area of Hook 

Trench - Pick Avenue - Tites Copse. Much manual work took place, for the position held in 

May was of shell holes and disconnected parts of trenches, with few dugouts and no 

communications. When out of the line, units took part in training at Beaurains, where a scale 

model of the area occupied had been built for the purposes of instruction. The 9th battalion 

being a Service Battalion would have been heavily involved in this work & vulnerable to 

artillery. 

 

His brother Norris on the left & centre and eldest brother  Clarence in 1912 on the 

right; both in the Royal Engineers. 
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He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: V. C. 2.DUISANS BRITISH CEMETERY, 

ETRUN 

 

CLARKE Harold. Lance Corporal with the Essex Regiment  2nd Battalion: formerly 11th 

Battalion. Aged 30 Killed in action: 10/10/1917: Service No: 14685  

He was born & enlisted at Tollesbury. The 1901 census shows him aged 13, living in 

Tollesbury and working as an apprentice mariner. As soon as the yacht he was serving on 

paid off, he enlisted at Colchester where he originally served in the 11th Battalion of the 

Essex Regiment He served in France & Flanders where he was killed in action.  The 11th 

(Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of K3.  In September1914 

it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the 11th October 1915 it was transferred 

with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915; he transferred to 18th Brigade, 

6th Division.  

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3, were assembled around Shoreham 

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 
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reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties. 

He was reported wounded in November 1916. On his recovery he rejoined the 

fighting, being transferred to the 2nd Battalion to  replenish losses in that battalion. 

Re-assigned to the 2nd Battalion he fell during the series of battles of Ypres 1917 also 

known as the Third Battle of Ypres or "Passchendaele". British losses during the period 31 

July to 10 November 1917 were reported to the Supreme War Council on 25 February 1918. 

The figures used at that time were 244,897 killed. 

 

He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 98 to 99. TYNE COT MEMORIAL 

BATTLE OF CAMBRAI  20
TH

 #OVEMBER 1917 

 

  I#GATE Frederick Private: Essex Regiment  11th Battalion. 6th Division 

Age: 23 Killed in action: 20/11/1917 Service No: 34686  
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He was the son of Walter and Grace Ingate, of 4, Council Cottage, Tollesbury, Essex. 

His brother Joseph Ingate also fell in the 1914-1918 War and his brother Hector Ingate fell in 

the 1939-1945 War. He was born & resided in Tollesbury. He enlisted at Tolleshunt D'Arcy. 

He was one of the first from the village to enlist at the outbreak of war.  

The 11th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of 

K3.  In September1914 it was attached to 71st Brigade, 24th Division. On the  11th October 

1915 it was transferred with Brigade to 6th Division. Then on the 27th October 1915 ; 

transferred to 18th Brigade, 6th Division.  

The 11th Essex as part of the 24th Division of K3,  were assembled around Shoreham 

during September 1914. The Division crossed to France 28th August - 4th September 1915. It 

served on the Western Front throughout the war. The Division's first experience was truly 

appalling. Having been in France for only a few days, lengthy forced marches brought it into 

the reserve for the British assault at Loos. GHQ planning left it too far behind to be a useful 

reinforcement on the first day, but it was sent into action on 26th September, whereupon it 

suffered more than 3,900 casualties. 

He was killed in action on the first day of the Battle of Cambrai: - The attack was 

launched at 6.20 am on the 20th November. The British Divisions in the front line were, from 

right to left, the 12th (Eastern), 20th (Light), 6th, 51st (Highland), 62nd (West Riding) and 

36th (Ulster). In immediate support was the 29th, and ready to exploit the anticipated 

breakthrough and sweep round Cambrai were the 1st, 2nd and 5th Cavalry Divisions. 

The Tank Corps deployed its entire strength of 476 machines, of which more than 350 

were armed fighting tanks. They were led by the Tank Corps GOC, Hugh Elles, in a Mk IV 
tank called 'Hilda'. The attack opened with an intensive predicted-fire  barrage on the 

Hindenburg Line and key points to the rear, which caught the Germans by surprise. Initially, 

this was followed by the curtain of a creeping barrage behind which the tanks and infantry 

followed. The 6th Division, once it had crossed the Hindenburg Line, moved forward and 

captured Ribecourt and fought as far as and through Marcoing. The 5th Cavalry Division 

advanced through them but were repulsed in front of �oyelles 

1914-1915 Star; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

   

The so called Dead Man's "Penny" a commemoration given to all those ,who lost their lives. 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. H. 12: FIFTEEN RAVINE BRITISH 

CEMETERY, VILLERS-PLOUICH 

  THE THIRD BATTLE OF GAZA 

The Third Battle of Gaza, begun on 27 October, ended with the capture of the ruined and 

deserted city on 7 November. Casualty clearing stations arrived later that month and general 
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and stationary hospitals in 1918. Some of the earliest burials were made by the troops that 

captured the city. About two-thirds of the total were brought into the cemetery from the 

battlefields after the Armistice. The remainder were made by medical units during the 

occupation. Leonard is one of those buried here. 

 

GOODY, Leonard Corporal: Essex Regiment:1st/6th Battalion. 161st Brigade, 54th 

Division: Died of wounds  Date of Death: 02/11/1917 Service No: 275136  

In August 1914 the 1/6th Battalion was  in West Ham, as part of the Essex Brigade, 

East Anglian Division. May 1915: formation became 161st Brigade, 54th Division. The 

Division was a formation created by the establishment of the Territorial Force in 1908.  In 

July 1915 the Division embarked at Liverpool, for Mudros. On the 10 August 1915 they 

landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. In December 1915 they were withdrawn from Gallipoli, 

moved to Egypt, and eventually into Palestine. 

He was born in East Donyland. He was living in Southchurch and enlisted at 

Southend-on- Sea at 27 Stornoway Rd, Southchurch. Southend Standard 14/01/1916 records 

him as a Private in H Company, but  this is could be pre-war information, as the Companies 

were re-organised in 1914 from 8 to 4 following the Regulars. His records show no next of 

kin. 

 

He earned the 1914- 20 War Medal,   1914-1919 Victory Medal,   1914 - 15 Star 

 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

The above letter was written by Leonard to his brother just under a month prior to his death. 

It reads:- 

Dear Tom, Just a line or two to let you know I am still alive and feeling as well as a 

chap can expect after a week’s leave in Cairo. I had a fine week. The �ile was in flood when I 

arrived there; and I saw all the places of interest including the Zoological Gardens and of 

course the pyramids. I visited the Queen's chamber in the centre of the largest pyramid and 

had my fortune told there. A "nigger" offered to show me the bulrushes in which Moses was 

born, if I would give him a dollar. But I thought that perhaps the bulrushes might have lost 

their green colour by now, so I gave it a miss. I managed to get through eight quid in no time, 

and could have done with another ten. I shall have to go easy for a time now, or my pay-book 

won't look very pretty. I arrived back here yesterday and so I am rather busy must cut the 

letter short. Write soon. Your affectionate bro. Len  

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XXIX. D. 15: GAZA WAR CEMETERY 

OTHER MEMORIALS Leonard also appears to be commemorated on the 6th Battalion 

Window and Plaque in West Ham Church (West Ham being the peacetime HQ of the 6th), 

the Southend Central Library ROH (as Sergeant), and Southchurch, Oak Panel in All Saints 

Church and on St. Erkenwauld's Church Memorial. 

A number of those dying in this period have their stories told in other sections including 

FROST, John Augustus (Chapter 1)   PETTICA# Thomas  (Chapter 2) 

 COUSI#S, Percy (Chapter 4)   CRA#MER, Horace (Chapter 4)      

SMITH Benjamin William (Chapter 4)  STEWARD, Charles   (Chapter 4)  

WISBEY Herbert     (Chapter 4)   CHRISTMAS Herbert (Chapter 5)  

COWLES, Robert James (Chapter 5)  TAYLOR, Albert C. (Chapter 5)  


